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Howdy, ya’ll! !

Dealing with adversity is nothing
new to westerners, we Oklahomans
in particular. Historically, we've
looked adverse situations in the
mouth, rallied together, and
responded with a collective kick in
the teeth. Life on these plains has
never been easy. The Dustbowl.
Crop-destroying locusts and
grasshoppers. Grass fires. Drought.
Depression-era outlawry. Fluctuat-

. ing oil booms. Domestic terrorism.

To top it all off, we take the brunt
of the nation’s weather; fierce
storms and tornadoes are as much a
part of Oklahoma’s makeup as red
dirt and wild mulberries.

By now, you undoubtedly know
of our most recent round of
twisters. Like true family, many of
our readers contacted us almost
immediately to make sure we were
alright. The outpouring of con-
cerned phone calls and letters has
been appreciated. On the evening
of May 3, when an estimated fifty-
two tornadoes touched down in the
Sooner state before moving into
Kansas, the closest twister passed
twelve miles west of our home here
in Stillwater. The kids tucked safely
under the stairwell, my wife and I
kept an eye on the latest reports
and prepared for the worse. We
were lucky that night; too many oth-
ers were not.

The Oklahoma City metro area
suffered deVastating damage and
the largest number of casualties,
due mostly to the concentration of
homes in the tornado’s path and
lack of adequate cover. Storm shel-
ters and root cellars, a common
sight in rural areas and most small-
er communities, are virtually non-
existent in suburban settings, even
in this, Tornado Alley. As one gigan-
tic tornado ripped its way through
Moore, Oklahoma, others were
spawning in its wake. The small, his-
toric community of Mulhall, our
neighbor to the west, was, for lack
of a better term, wiped completely

. off the map.

<S% FROM THE EDITOR «Z5)]

Almost immediately, and in true
Oklahoma fashion, neighbor turned
out to help neighbor. Within fifteen
minutes of impact, doctors, nurses,
firemen, military personnel, and
sheriff’s deputies were rushing to
the scene. Anyone with a strong
back and a sense of purpose
roamed the crushed neighbor-
hoods, pulling survivors from their
homes and helping locate the miss-
ing. Pickup trucks and personal
vehicles served as ambulances as
everyone, young and old, friends
and complete strangers, rushed the
wounded to area hospitals. Within
the hour, cars were-lined up for
miles with donations of water, blan-
kets, flashlights, and offers of tem-
porary shelter for the now-displaced
families. Impromptu first aid tents
were pitched, and lines formed to

- . give much needed blood, even as

debris was still falling from the sky.

Within days, dozens of semi-
trucks were filled with donations
from across the state. Looting, a
common problem in other areas of
the world in the wake of disaster,
was minimal at best, and thought of
as the highest crime imaginable.
Now, weeks later, relief agencies are
actually turning away further dona-
tions. Warehouses are overflowing
with clothing, furniture, and the
day-to-day items that will make life
easier for those left with nothing
but photographs and memories.

The missing have all been
accounted for now, the number of
dead stopped at forty-two, the num-
ber of injured in the hundreds, the
number of homes destroyed in the
thousands, the number of lives
affected immeasurable.

The number who will continue in
the spirit of Oklahoma, the spirit of
survival at all cost, neighbor before
self, rebuilding rather than moving
on, and helping a friend in need, is
limited only by total population.

Mawcus Huff
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The Bravest Debate

Upon receiving the June 1999
issue of True West magazine, I read
with much interest the response of
Thom Hatch to my dispute with his
article entitled “The Bravest Man
the Sioux Ever Fought,” True West,

*January 1999.

His dissection of my letter and

retort thereto was not much more
_proof that Keogh was “the bravest
man” than his article appearing in
your fine magazine some five
months earlier. He made seven
points in defense of his “facts” and
three in response to the “discrepan-
cies” I noted in his article. None of
these points, to say the least, are
very enlightening of the subject.

He first stated that the location
of Keogh’s body on the battlefield
matched that where the “bravest

SADDLE PALS

man” made his stand. It could have
easily been Captain Thomas French,
Company M, Seventh Cavalry, whom
many historians believe was the
“bravest man.” The Indians did not
attach names such-as Weir Point,
Sharpshooter Ridge, or Last Stand
Hill to the segmented battlefield
locations. Red Horse could have
been at any of these sites.

Hatch responded that the actions
of the “bravest man” described by
Red Horse and others are consistent
with the actions of those he attrib-
utes to Keogh in his article. Does

" Hatch honestly believe that because
he credited Keogh with these
actions in his article that the reader
is to accept them as fact without
question? If I were to pen an article
portraying Wild Bill Hickok as the

By Graham Ward
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killer of Yellow Hand at Warbonnet
Creek on July 17, 1876, using
known historical data and actions,
would that make my article the
definitive narrative and remove
William Cody as the person who
actually performed the deed? Of
course not!

Point five and six do nothing to
prove that Keogh was the officer in
question. “Wounds suffered by both
Comanche and Keogh show that
the captain was mounted on that
particular horse when shot in the
knee.” Is that statement proof that
Keogh was the “bravest man”? No, it
simply proves that Keogh was
mounted on Comanche when hit by
a bullet. '

In Hatch’s response to the dis-
crepancies in his article which I
pointed out in my previous letter,
he states a noted historian “theo-
rizes” that dust could have clung to
the feet of the horse in question
that was described as having four
white feet. This would give the illu-
sion that Comanche, if he was the
horse in question, would appear to
have four white feet and actually be
the animal described by Red Horse
as being ridden by the “bravest
man.” The amount of dust that was
surely raised by the commotion
could have undoubtedly covered
the entire bodies of both man and
horse. It seems rather strange that
only the feet of one horse would
seem to be white due to a dust cov-
ering.

Mr. Hatch adds that a “theory” of
his own is that Keogh, being shot
from the back of Comanche,
“pulled himself or was helped
aboard another horse” in an
attempt to regain control of his
troops. Being under heavy enemy
fire and having been shot from one
horse, Keogh, I doubt, would have
exposed himself once again in this
manner. Wounded and bleeding he
most likely would have sought cover

TrRUE WEST



with his unhorsed soldiers. The
actions portrayed by the “bravest
man” in Red Horse’s account of the
incident clearly illustrate an active,
vibrant man, not one who was
severely wounded.

Hatch adds that in my previous
letter to the editor that my mention
of a Santee Indian killing the officer
was somehow questioning the tribe
of the slayer. Of course I know a
Santee was a Sioux. The Santees
were a band of the Sioux Nation
just as were the Minniconjou, the
Hunkpapa, the Lakota,.the Brulé,
and others. My point in that state-
ment was to clarify that if a Santee
warrior, or an other member of any
tribe, killed the officer and took his
horse, as related by Red Horse, it
could not have been Keogh. His
horse was not stolen. Comanche was
found on the battlefield, wounded
but alive. But then I imagine Hatch
could “theorize” that the horse
Keogh theoretically mounted after
being shot from Comanche was the
horse the Santee Sioux warrior had
taken after killing the officer.

Hatch adds that he shortened
Red Horse’s quote for pure dramat-
ics. I would imagine that if one were
to write an article declaring what
one believes to be true and wishes
to portray as historical fact, one
would shorten an oft-used quote,
omitting segments of that quote
that would directly oppose one’s
own statements in the article.
Dramatics? Maybe. I would be more
prone to wonder if the omissions
were something akin to failing to
reports all the facts and details in
fear of devaluating one’s own decla-
rations.

Finally, Hatch declares that inter-
preters taking testimony from Red
Horse and others had a “habit at
times of asking leading questions,
wilfully changing testimony to fit
their own agenda, or simply misun-
derstanding the intentions of their
subject.” He adds that this “was par-
ticularly true following the Little
Bighorn battle when Indians, for
fear of reprisal, offered information,
whether or not true.” Based upon
this we could “theorize” that Red
Horse and others were led by inter-
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preters to make statements concern-
ing an exceptionally brave officer
on the battlefield, to pacify and
please their questioners. Then
could we assume that Red Horse’s
statement, or any statement made
by an Indian via an interpreter, was
in fact fabrication and there was no
“bravest man”?

T agree with Hatch that history is
a blend of fact, legend, and myth.
There were no video cameras at the
site of the Little Bighorn battlefield
to record the incident for posterity.
Therefore, we are forced to use the
information available to us through
testimony of many different persons
involved, both white and Indian.
But, when attempting to. record his-
tory, one should not place conjec-
ture and theory before historical
data. Résearchers have too long
omitted damning evidence and
proof in opposition to their asser-
tions in orderto sell a book, an arti-
cle, or a documentary.

The perfect “blend of fact, leg-
end, and myth” would be to take all
references, in tact, into considera-

tion, eliminate thése confirmed by
recorded and proven history to be

- false or inflammatory, research with

zeal the remains and come to an
educated conclusion.—Bob Sullivan,
Denver;, Colorado.

Dallas Stoudenmire

Just a note to say how much I
enjoyed the June issue of True West.
I was reading the article on the San
Augustine Ranch and noticed a
name similar to mine, maybe a rela-
tive. On page 47, El Paso Marshal
Dallas Stoudenmire is mentioned.
The spelling is very close to the way
I spell my last name.

Where can I get more informa-
tion on this person? I have always
been drawn to the Old West; maybe
there is a connection.—Connie
Staudenmayer, via the Internet.

Editor’s Note: Dallas Stoudenmire
was born to Lewis and Elizabeth
Stoudenmire in Aberfoil, Macon
County, Alabama, December 11,
1845.

After serving with both the

Confederate army and the Texas
Rangers, Stoudenmire began his
career as a lawman in Socorro, New
Mexico, in 1880. Stoudenmire was
appointed city marshal of El Paso,
Texas, in April 1881.

After a long-standing feud with
brothers Frank, Jim, and Doc
Manning, Marshal Stoudenmire was
shot and killed by the latter two on |
September 18, 1882, in El Paso.

The most complete, and reliable,
biography of Dallas Stoudenmire
remains Dallas Stoudenmire: El Paso
Marshal, by Leon Metz. Originally.
published in 1969, the book is avail-
able in paperback from the
University of Oklahoma Press.

A

Your letters and comments are welcome. Please
keep letters to 300 words or less. All letters received
by Western Publications will be considered for pub-
lication unless otherwise stipulated in the letter.
Space does not permit us to print all letters we
receive. Letters july be edited for space and clarity.
Be sure to include full name, address, and zip code.
Photos are welcome. Address all letters to Western
Publications, PO Box 2107, Stillwater, OK 74076.
E-mail us at, Western@cowboy.net. Due to the vol-
ume of mail, we cannot forward correspondence to
people whose letters appear in “Truly Western.”

For those who feel it should be 1899.

A bimonthly néwspaper about the past
and present of the Queen of the Cowtown, features 125-year old
articles. $21.95 for 24 issues, P.O. Box 844 Dodge City, KS 67801,
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DALTON GANG HIDEOUT

&

MEADE COUNTY MUSEUM
By Johnny D. Boggs

n October 25, 1887,
John N. Whipple mar-
ried Eva Dalton, and the
newlyweds moved into a
small frame house on a pretty hill-
top south of Meade, Kansas.
Whipple, owner of Whipples
Headquarters, the Buffalo Store,

was a successful merchant in Meade.

Dalton, who had moved to the
southwestern Kansas town from
Coffeyville a year earlier, made and
sold women’s hats.

Naturally, Eva’s brothers would
often visit Meade. Unfortunately for
the Whlpples her brothers were
Bob, Emmett, and Gratton Dalton,
so an escape tunnel was dug from
the house to the barn in case the
visiting outlaw gang needed to leave
in a hurry, or secretly. Stolen horses
and train robberies, blamed on the
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Author’s Photo
John N. Whipple built this small house for his wife, Eva Dalton, in 1887. The home
is now part of The Dalton Gang Hideout Museum.

Dalton gang, would haunt the
Whipples. Citizens questioned if Eva
was involved in her brothers’
crimes. In 1892, the V\’hipples aban-
doned their home.

Today, the Dalton gang hideout
has been restored to its 1887
appearance. Artifacts, documents,
and other displays in the house and
barn loft offer insight into life on
the Kansas plains as well as the life
of an outlaw gang. The ninety-five-
foot-long tunnel has been widened
and reconstructed. The Daltons had
to crawl through the tunnel, but
today’s visitors can walk through it.

The hideout, located four blocks
south of U.S. Highway 54 in Meade,
also houses a souvenir shop as well
as a park for picnics and a play-
ground.

A worthwhile side trip is the

CoLLECTOR NON-FIRING
COUNTERFEIT GUNS

Replica “non-firing™ metal full-size, assembled decorator
display guns are authentic reproductions of the original
classics. They have the look, feel and weight of very
expensive originals, but at a fraction of the cost.
Completely safe and CANNOT be made to fire real
ammo. Collector models for display in home or office.
FULLY ASSEMBLED.

CIVIL WAR

Revolver
6-shot (cap & ball) percussion
cocks and “fires” like original. Cylinder
«" Spins, ejection rod works. Lgth: 13", Wt: 2 Ibs.
22-1083/G (Antique gray, wood grips)...$66 ppo
22-1083/L (As above, sim. brass frame)...$70 ppo

ANTIQUE
GRAY FINISH
M1880 ARMY REVOLVER.
sed by both Union and Confederate
forces, this cap and ball revolver is full-
size (14”) and weighs a hefty 2 Ibs. 8 oz
The loading lever, hammer, trigger and
cylinder action work like the rare expensive original
. Made with real wood grips, gray or blued/brass finish.
" 22-1007G (M1860 Gray Decorator Revolver)....... $67
22-1007L (M1860 Deluxe Blued/Brass Decorator Reyolver)... $72

P 1873

Cavalry Pistol.
, Cock the hammer, spin
the cylinder. 7" barrel, Length: 13",
Wt: 2.2 Ibs. Wood grips, in antique

gray or simulated nickel frame.
i 22-1191/G (Antique gray)......$67 ppo
22-1191/N (As above, sim. nickel frame)...$72 ppp

1873
“Peacemaker”
Classic .45 revolver with
wood grips and working action.
i 4.75" barrel, Length: 11.5°, Wt: 2 Ibs.

22-1186/G (Antique gray)............$66 ppD
22-1186/N (As above, sim. nickel frame)...$72 ppp

Derringer. Infamous, twin-
shot “hideaway" favorite of
“dandies” and gamblers. Engraved
bright gold color, sim. pearl grips,

working action. Length: 4.5", Wt 1 Ib.
22-1263 (Decorator Derringer)...$39 ppp

WESTERN BADGES
“and JAILER’S KEYS

Deluxe badges complete with pin back. Collect them all!
14-331 (Deluxe Texas Ranger) WS L $19'PP0
14-213 (Deluxe Marshal Dodge Cny) fir $19 prp
14-214 (Deluxe Sheriff) ... 2 $19 pro
29-714 (Old West Jailer's Keys 5 on rmg) $19 pro

Send for Free 48 Page Full-Color Catalog.
100’s of Old West and
Civil War Products;
Sabres, Field Gear,
Miniature Cannons...
Prices Include Shipping

COLLECTOR'S ARMOURY
) 800 SLATERS LANE, DEPT. TW
| BOX 59, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313 :
: SEND: (L] FREE CATALOG
1 Credit Card Orders: 1-800-544-3456 ext. 515
' Name _
| Address

1 City/State/ Z[p it
| Money Back (Less Pos[age) if Not Satisfied

- —————————— -



Guaranteed Authentic
Arrowheads and
Indian Relics
For Sale
Also Books, Rockhound
Supplies, and Civil War

v
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X * Relics -
; Catalog available—Send $2
BACK TO EARTH
Rocks and Relics

Dept. 555, 17 N. LaSalle Drive,
So. Zanesville, Ohio 43701

BIG FREE CATALOG

LOST TREASURE, Ghost Town, Civil War,
Collectibles books. Old City, County, State,
Military Maps. Free Catalog. Slocum Books,
Box 10998, Austin, TX 78766, 800-521-4451

http://rampages.onramp.net/~kbslocum

Read Your Western Fiction Online!
Beam a good western directly to your computer.
Check out the newest western fiction book by
Randy D. Smith
Bohanin’s Last Days
“...realistic, honest, historically accurate"—Trail's End magazine
Exclusively from: BOSON BOOKS
http://www.commonline.com/bosonf/fiction
A Good Book Now!

R.WESTERN & SERIAL ,ﬂ |
VIDEO TAPES °
All the old great cowboy stars. Large selection.

Money-back guarantee Lists $1.00

R&A HOBBIES

Dept. TW, 14 Laurel Lane, Catskill, New York 12414
(518) 943-6939

MOVE?

Before you h1t the trail, be
sure to tell us your new
address. Please allow us six
to eight weeks for the
change to become effective.

Toll Free:

18007433309

HorLLywoop
HoLSTERS

Holsters

Your favo-
rite 1950’s
style cow-
boy movie :
holsters are brought to life by international-
ly known saddlemaker and author, Dusty
Johnson. Each belt and holster rig is made
of top grade U.S. leather and lined with
steel to use for fast-draw and to facilitate
those impressive gun spins and twirls!
Each set is fully hand-stamped or carved
and finished with a hand-rubbed saddle oil
finish. These beautiful examples of cow-
boy art are equally suited to hard regular
use or to display your finest Peacemakers.
Also Available: Replica Peacemakers,
silver bullets, fancy gun handling videos.

SEND $2 FOR BROCHURE &
COLOR PHOTOS

PLEASANT VALLEY
SADDLE SHOP

1220 SCR 21, Box TW
Loveland, CO 80537
(970) 669-1588 or FAX (970) 669-1589

THE TRIAL OF
FRANK JAMES

GERARD S. PETRONE

century.

JUDGMENT
AT GALLATIN

First look at a curiously neglected chapter in American legal
and outlaw history. After voluntarily turning himself in to
stand trial for murder, Frank James (brother to Jesse), with the
aid of his legal “dream team”
acquitted in 1883 in Gallatin, Missouri, in the trial of the

For orders or catalog call
1-800-832-4042
www.ttup.ttu.edu

ISBN 0-89672-398-4 $28.95

VOTED
ONE OF THE
EXCEPTIONAL BOOKS

OF 1998
BY THE BOOKMAN NEWS!

and personal charm, was

‘

TEXAS TECH

UNIVERSTIT)
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A general store replica is among the
Museum in Meade, Kansas.

Meade County Historical Museum,
one block east of the stoplight on
Highway 54.

The museum houses displays on
Plains Indians, early settlers, the
town builders, railroaders, and a
circa 1906 bank. Fragments of the
Lone Tree are also on exhibit. On
August 24, 1874, Cheyenne Indians
attacked and killed a six-man gov-
ernment survey party. The men
were buried on Crooked Creek by a
lone cottonwood tree, that stood for
sixty-four more years.

Replicas in the museum include a
sod house, general store, blacksmith
shop, and schoolhouse. Other
exhibits chronicle droughts, bliz-
zards, and the Dust Bowl, while a
one-room schoolhouse, windmill,
and frontier farm equipment are on
display a block east and a half-block
south of the museum.

TRUE WEST
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LEON C.METZ & BILL O'NEAL

award-winning Western authors/lecturers

Presented by the Western Heritage Center
at the TA Guest Ranch (site of the

3-day siege and gunfight in the 1892
Johnson Count\;; War!)

instruction, firearms demonstration,
/ lunches/dinners/snacks, western entertainment,
; films, and visit to the Hole-in-the-Wall valley

(by car caravan)

[ w,u"'"i&ﬂ' Seminar cost of $185 per person iricludes:
“‘ SR \ G
L

RESTRICTED TO 50 PARTICIPANTS!

For information/reservations, call

the T-A Guest Ranch today!
800-368-7398 ¢ 307-684-5833
PO. Box 313, Buftalo, Wyoming 82834

www.taranch.com ¢ taranch@trib.com

OO o b Seih Meieroro =iz Limited lodging is available at the TA

ATTENTION RETAILERS:

displays at the Meade County Historical

Admission to The Dalton Gang : I HE I RUTH SELLSI

Hideout is $2 for persons seven
years and older. There is no charge
for the Meade County museum, but
donations are accepted. Both are
open daily year-round, but hours
vary on the season so it’s best to call

TRUTH:
For as little as $11 a month, you can sell True West & Old West
in your museum, bookstore, or specialty shop. Readers love
them. New readers join the ride every day.

first. The hideout and museum are TRUTH: P

closed New Year’s Day, Thanksgiving True West & Old West have changed a bit since 1953, but their
and Christmas Day, and the hideout stories of the West—what’s set them apart for over forty years—
is also closed Easter. remain as lively and colorful as ever.

For information on the hideout,

: .8 TRUTH:
write: The Dalton Gang Hideout, 2 U. £ G
PO Box 515. Meade. Kansas 67864, You can improve your bottom line with Ziue West & Old West.
Call (316) 8732731 e (800) 354 Magazines are proven attention getters, use little display space,
OV A R e " produce higher than average returns per square foot, and build

Meade County museum, write: additional traffic.
Meade County Historical Society,

?ol); ?2?(’3;\486;;;:3;{{311535 67864-0893. ; : TRUE WE ST / OLD WE ST
2 -2359. .
Retail Profit Program

N Call 1-800-749-3369

-
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t was a wet stormy night in St. Johns, Arizona, on December 27, 1885. Darkness came early and Apache County

Deputy Treasurer Francisco Baca was soon in the warmth of his bed. He had not been retired long when five

masked gunmen were in his room rummaging through his clothes. They soon found what they were after, the
‘keys to the courthouse vault. - ’

Baca was ordered out of bed and at gunpoint forced barefoot through the cold slush and mud to the court-
house. Once inside Baca was ordered to open the outer .combination lock on the vault. Inside the bandits found
over $11,000 in cash, $2,000 of that being in gold and silver.

After the robbers departed, Baca alarmed the town. At first light a posse led by Deputy Sheriff Tom Hubble
made a circumspect search for the outlaws but the storm had evidently erased all signs of their escape route. Baca,
however, identified four of the men as Lee Renfro, brothers Ike and Phin Clanton, and the Clantons’ brother P
law, Ebin Stanley. Soon they and Buck Henderson of St. Johns were in custody as suspects.

When it came time for a hearing on the matter, Baca refused.to accuse
the men he had earlier pos1t1vely identified as the robbers.

Whether he had remorse at a false accusation or if he had
been intimidated into changing his testimony cannot be
known for sure. But with no other suspects, Baca himself
had to take the rap. He was charged with embezzle-
ment and served time. All those he had earlier identi-
fied went freg, and the money from the robbery was
never recovered.

Rustling activities by the Clantons and others con-
tinued to plague local ranchers. The robbery of the
county treasury, whether actually done by the
Clantons or as an inside job by county officials,
brought dissatisfaction with the government and law
enforcement to a head. A group of citizens began to
look for a man to run for sheriff, a man who was
brave enough to stand up to the desperadoes run-
ning rampant in the area. They found their candi-
date in Commodore Perry Owens.

N/

Choinion
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By LARRY WILLIS

AdcusT 1999 o

Author’s Collection

ANTONS

.



o 4 |
\\((ll \ '—“i};
AN ;

Owens drifted into Apache County
in 1881. He had worked as a guard
for the stage line at Navajo Springs.
He was considered fearless and
handy with a gun. Will Barnes, a
rancher in the area at the time said,
“Owens was an expert shot with
either rifle or six-shooter. He often
carried two six-shooters, one on
each hip, and could draw with won-
derful speed, either right or left
handed as conditions made neces-
sary. It was quite a common trick on
the range for someone to toss up a
tomato can which Commodore
would hit before it struck the
ground. He would then with pistol
shots keep it rolling along until it
was too badly torn up to roll.”

Owens won the race for sheriff in
November 1886. That same month
Lee Renfro shot and killed Isaac
Ellinger at the Clanton’s Cienega
Maria Ranch. Ellinger had a ranch
near the Clantons and suspected
them of being involved in an
attempt to take over his property.
On November 6 he confronted
Renfro and harsh words were
exchanged. Renfro pulled a gun
and shot Ellinger through his chest,
mounted his horse and rode off. No
one present tried to stop him. The
new sheriff had his work cut out for
him with such men on the loose.

12

A story related by some old-timers
tells of a time shortly after Owens
took office as sheriff. He decided to
ride over to Springerville and check
things out. Word that the new sher-
iff was on the way preceded him.
When he rode into town, the
Clantons and their cronies were
gathered in front of Becker’s
Mercantile to get a look at the new
lawman. When they caught sight of
Owens’ long locks they began to
laugh and poke fun, calling him a
sissy. Owens paid little attention to
the taunting. He dismounted his
horse, walked over to a pile of rub-
ble, and picked up a short board
and a charred stick. He propped
the board up on its edge against
some rocks and with the stick, drew
two small circles on it. Owens stood
up and counted off thirty paces
from the board, then spun on his
heel, drew his guns and fired into
the circles on the board. Then he
holstered his guns and walked
silently past his taunters and into
the store. Slowly the street emptied
of outlaws.

This story has a spurious ring to
it. Stories that are definitely spuri-
ous are those that some writers
have relayed that have Owens
directly involved with the death of
Ike Clanton.

OBdca was
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In April 1887 a group of cattle- :
men formed the Apache County
Stock Growers Association. Secretly

- they hired Jonas Brighton as a

detective to help put an end to
rustling in the area. One of their
main targets was the Clanton gang.
Two of the officers of the stock
growers association, Will Barnes
and Henry Smith, urged Sheriff
Owens to hire Brighton as a deputy
to make his actions legal. Owens
willingly complied.

Owens was going to send Deputy
Jeff Milton and Brighton after the
Clantons, but before he could,
Milton quit as his deputy to take a
job as a border guard. Albert Miller
replaced Milton, and a posse under
his leadership went after the out-
laws.

The posse caught up with Phin
Clanton south of Springerville
where they took him into custody.
He was deposited in Owens’ jail at
St. Johns to await trial.

Brighton and Miller were again
dispatched after the rest of the
Clanton gang. Meanwhile, Sheriff
Owens headed to the western part
of the county to arrest another
notorious outlaw, John Payne,
referred to in the newspapers as a
“bad man from Bitter Creek.”

Late in the day on May 31, Deputy’

TRUE WEST



Miller and Brighton arrived at the
ranch of James “Peg Leg” Wilson
on Eagle Creek and decided to
spend the night.

Early the next morning, the men
had just sat down for breakfast
when they heard a horse approach-
ing. Brighton went to the door to
see who it was.

Ike Clanton had unwittingly rid-
den right into the camp of his pur-
suers.

Not realizing who Brighton was,
Clanton greeted him and began to
converse. Deputy Miller stepped to
Brighton’s side in the door. Clanton
recognized Miller and realized his
mistake. As he spurred his horse
away from the house, Clanton drew
his rifle from its scabbard and rest-
ing it across his left arm, took aim
- at the deputies. Brighton ordered
him to throw up his hands. When

Glarton drew his

1ifle from ils scabbard

/’&"fl]ﬁg’ 4 acrosy ..

his /g? arm, look aim
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Clanton didn’t comply, Brighton
fired his rifle twice. The first shot
stuck Clanton in the left side of his
chest and the second passed
through Clanton’s saddle and
grazed his leg. Clanton fell from his
horse. When the men reached him
he was dead. Wilson’s neighbors
were summoned for identification
purposes, and Clanton was then
buried on the spbt.

In reporting the story, the
Holbrook newspaper described him
as the “...poor, deluded, witty, smart
and most unscrupulous Ike
Clanton.”

Not long after Ike Clanton’s
demise Brighton and Miller were
said to have caught up with Lee
Renfro. He also attempted to flee
but was shot by Brighton. As Renfro
layed dying he asked Brighton if he
shot him for money. Brighton told

,,

him, “No, I shot you because you
resisted arrest.”

Phin Clanton was sentenced to ten
years in the territorial prison at
Yuma for grand larceny. He would
serve less than two years, receiving a
pardon from Governor Meyer
Zulick in 1889 when a witness
against him recanted his testimony.
Ebin Stanley was given the choice of
standing trial or leaving the terri-
tory. He chose to leave Arizona.

Commodore Perry Owens was not
directly involved with the death of
Ike Clanton as some writers have
claimed. But it was the illegal activi-
ties of the Clantons and others that
brought about the election of
Owens as sheriff and made him
instrumental in the final demise of
the Clanton gang in Arizona.
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GATHERING THEN

THE KINSLEY, KANSAS, TRAIN

BY ROGER MYERS - ILLUSTRATED BY RICHARD IGNARSKI
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at Masterson, sheriff of Ford County, Kansas, and his three-man

posse, John Joshua Webb, “Prairie Dog Dave” Morrow, and

Kinch Riley, headed their buggy southwest from Dodge City on a

cold, snowy Tuesday, January 29, 1878. A gang of six disguised

men had attempted to rob the westbound Pueblo Express at
nearby Kinsley and had a two-day head start. Bat may have had an idea who
was responsible for the attempted robbery. “Dirty Dave” Rudabaugh was rid-
ing with Mike Roarke and several other hard cases.

Dave Rudabaugh was
one of the most noto-
rious outlaws in the
Old West. Born July
14, 1854, probably in
Fulton County, Illinois,
Rudabaugh had come
to Kansas from Iowa in
1870 with his mother,

two sisters, and one l{}l,}(”, Hu{mfm ,‘4 ] 0 ']!
o i i Ig‘ A
brother, settling in il [iﬂ A R e
Greenwood County. . WAy 3 A )
Leaving home in his oI
. 4
teens, he was at various A s : T S
times a. cowboy, bar- ;;\“u | m Wmm& ot b g;,h ,, i
U 'S ~ e . ; l

tender, and teamster. M

His life of crime
would begin in 1873
with rustling a few head of cattle and horses in Arkansas and Texas. It is said
that other members of the gang included “Mysterious” Dave Mather and
Milton J. Yarberry. Back in Kansas by 1875, Rudabaugh would try his hand
at train robbery within three years.

Bat Masterson had not yet risen to the level of western legend. In fact, the
twenty-four-year-old had just assumed the office of Ford County sheriff fif-
teen days earlier. The hunt and capture of the Kinsley train robbers would
give the young sheriff the chance to “rise toward glory,” an opportunity he
was quick to grasp.

The six robbers had camped at Wolf Creek in present northwest
Oklahoma two weeks prior to the robbery. Mike Roarke suggested they rob
the eastbound train at Kinsley. Besides Rudabaugh and Roarke, the gang
consisted of Edgar West, Thomas Gott, Dan Dement, and ].D. Green. An
earlier attempt to rob a train at Dodge City, thirty-seven miles west of
Kinsley, on New Year’s Day, had failed because a severe snowstorm had
blown in.

A plan being devised, the men set out on January 22, 1878. A four-day trip
took them to a point ten miles south of Kinsley where they had supper,
blackened their faces with wet gunpowder, and rested for four hours before
moving into town under the cover of darkness.

Once in Kinsley they moved to a house about one and one half miles west
of town. From there they continued one half mile farther west as a severe
snowstorm raged. At that point they tethered their horses to a railroad tres-
tle. Further west was the water tank used by the steam engines. The plan was
to rob the eastbound train as it stopped to take on water. The gang took
their places and waited, but the eastbound train chugged on by, not stop-
ping for water.

Rudabaugh and the gang hadn’t come all this way for nothing, so an alter-
nate plan was contrived. The plan was for West and Dement to get on the
engine of the westbound Pueblo Express when the train stopped in Kinsley,
while Roarke, Rudabaugh, and Green would accost the express car. The sig-
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The Dodge City Times of February 2, 1878, reported Sheriff Bat Masterson’s cap-

ture of two of the Kinsley robbers.

nal to start the train moving west
was to be two pistol shots. They
would rob the train as it headed
west and get off near the horses
tethered two miles away. After mak-
ing sure everyone knew his job, the
gang walked the two miles east to
the Kinsley depot, leaving Gott to
watch the horses.

Upon reaching the depot in
Kinsley, Roarke, and Rudabaugh
went inside and pulled their guns
on young Andy Kinkade, the night
man. Green and West stayed outside
an lookout. Roarke, Dement, and
Rudabaugh went around behind the
railing and told Kinkade to give
them all the money. Kinkade
replied that all the money had been
sent out on the eastbound train—
the very one that had eluded them
earlier. To prove his point Kinkade
pulled out a drawer to show them it
was empty. Roarke told Kinkade to
open the safe “damned quick,” but

16

Kinkade replied that a man named
Gardner had the key over at the
hotel. He added that they were wel-
come to go ask Gardner for it if
they wished. In fact, there was two
thousand dollars in the safe, but

young Kinkade did not falter.

Suddenly, Kinkade attempted to
draw a small derringer but Roarke
saw the move and disarmed him,
handing the pistol to Rudabaugh.
Kinkade was marched outside at
gunpoint just as a man named
Blanchard came to the depot to
meet the train. Kinkade yelled to
Blanchard to “go back, these men
have all got pistols.” As the Pueblo
Express pulled in, Kinkade made a
dash for freedom, jumping in front
of the cowcatcher on the engine of

the westbound train. A shot was

fired after him, but fortunately
missed its intended target.

Henry A. Brown, the express mes-
senger on the train, needed to

unload a heavy box at the depot.
When the whistle signaled the
approach to Kinsley, Brown opened
the doors to the express car. This
action played into the hands of the
would-be robbers, or so they
thought. As luck would have it, the
train overshot the platform by
about two car lengths. Before the
train could back up, the locomotive
was boarded by West and Dement.

Not being adjacent to the plat-
form, no one was able to enter the
express car “as the height from the
ground to the car door was so
great.” Through the open car door,
Roarke ordered Brown to “give up
or I’ll shoot.” Brown threw down
his lantern and book, grabbed his
six-shooter and fired. His first shot
missed Green by about three inch-
es. Roarke, and Greéen, fired six or
seven shots into the express car. No
one was hit and no one entered the
express car, thanks to Brown and
the lucky break of missing the plat-
form.

Meanwhile, Rudabaugh took the
conductor hostage and fired four
shots in the general direction of Mr.
Blanchard and others on the plat-
form to keep them back. Upon
hearing about a dozen shots rather
than the agreed upon signal of just
two, West and Dement abandoned
their post in the locomotive. -
Rudabaugh, Roarke, and Green
also abandoned the train at this
point. The engineer then pulled
away from the station and to safety.

The train stopped again about
two miles from town for several
minutes while it was inspected.
Seeing all was well, crew members
fired their guns in the air in jubila-
tion, which initially led to specula-
tion that the gang had tried again
to rob the train when it stopped.

Hearing the shots and commo-
tion, townsmen headed for the
depot, commandeered a hand car,
and set off in pursuit of the train,
not knowing the robbers had aban-
doned the attempt. All five of the
robbers were now afoot and headed
toward Gott, who was still holding
the horses. Mounting up, they
headed south toward the Arkansas
River. Seeing them ride away, the

TrRUE WEST



“posse” fired several shots at the
fleeing gang. The outlaws followed
the river west for twelve miles
before they crossed it and headed
south.

A few hours later another posse
from Kinsley set out in pursuit, but
the Kinsley men returned empty
handed after a search covering 115
miles. An appeal for help was sent
to Fort County Sheriff Bat
Masterson.

The gang kept heading in a south-
westerly direction, finally separating

* when they reached Bluff Creek.
Rudabaugh and West headed
toward the camp on the Beaver, the
other four aiming for the same des-
tination via another route. i

After heading south on Tuesday,
the posse from Ford County was
forced to camp, because of a snow-
storm, on the barren prairie twenty-
seven miles southwest of Dodge City
on Crooked Creek. They had to

.also lay over the next day due to
continued snow, but on Thursday
they moved on to the point where
Crooked Creek empties into the
Cimarron River at Lovell’s cattle
camp. Here the sheriff decided to
lay in ambush.

About five the next evening, four
men approached Lovell’s, two of
the men being Dave Rudabaugh
and Edgar West. While nearing the
camp, the four discovered Master-
son’s buggy and horses and recog-
nized them from a stable in Dodge.
Rudabaugh and West immediately
became suspicious but were con-
vinced by their companions, who
worked for Lovell, to take refuge
from the storm. Still fearful,
Rudabaugh and West hesitated
until J.J. Webb, with his six-gun con-
cealed, went out to meet the riders.
He convinced them that he was on
his way to Dodge City on business.
They all entered the dugout where
Bat and the rest of the posse were
hidden. Bat jumped up with pistols
drawn and commanded the outlaws
to “throw up your hands.”

West complied at once, “but
Rudabaugh reached for his
revolver; the click of Webb’s gun at
close quarters changed his mind
however, and both surrendered and
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The Dodge City Times of March 16, 1878, reported the progress of Sheriff Bat

were disarmed. Each carried a rifle
and two revolvers,” according to the
Ford County Globe.

. The sheriff’s posse and the prison-
ers arrived back in Dodge City the
next day, where Rudabaugh and
West were placed in the calaboose.
The following day, just before the
prisoners were transported to
Kinsley, William Tilghman was
arrested for complicity in the
holdup. Rudabaugh, West, and
Tilghman were put on a special
train bound for Kinsley where they
were arraigned upon arrival. All
three were held in lieu of $4,000
bail, returned to Dodge, and put in
jail. Ten days later, Bill Tilghman
was absolved of any involvement in
the affair. He would later become
one of the outstanding lawmen in

. western history and famous as one

of Oklahoma’s Three Guardsmen.
A few days later, Masterson got
word that more Qf the robbers

~ 4Masterson’s hunt for the remaining Kinsley holdup men.

could be found on the Llano
Estacado in the Texas panhandle.
He started out with Charley Bassett,
J.J. Webb, John Clark, and H.
Lovell, on February 10, returning
empty-handed twelve days later after
a search covering “between five and
six hundred miles.” Three weeks
later, two of the suspects would walk
right into Bat’s hands:

Tom Gott and J.D. Green, along
with Mike Roarke and one Lafeu,
had come to Dodge seeking infor-
mation on the status of the investi-
gation and manhunt. Officer Nat
Haywood reported to Masterson
that he had seen Gott at one of the
south-side dance halls during his
rounds. Masterson immediately
called on Charley Bassett and his
brother, City Marshal Ed Masterson
to assist him in the capture. Spying
Gott and Green, the officers raced
in pursuit of the fleeing suspects.
According to the Dodge City Times
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Prairie Dog Dave Morrow joined Bat Masterson’s posse to track the Kinsley robbery

suspects.

of March 15, “The clear moonlight
night afforded an easy chase, and
the officers soon pounced upon
their victims and which proved to

~ be a desired catch. The robbers
showed some resistance, but one of
them found his revolver entangled
in his clothing.” No sign of Roarke
and Lafeu was found. Ed Masterson
took Gott and Green to Kinsley,
where they pleaded not guilty and
were moved to Emporia, Kansas,
for safekeeping.

The trial for the four began on
June 19, 1878, in Kinsley. Three of
the suspects pleaded not guilty.
Rudabaugh escaped any punish-
ment by turning state’s evidence
and having his confession read in
court. In it he told of his part in the
escapade and named his accom-
plices as Edgar West, J.D. Green,
Thomas Gott, Mike Roarke, and
Dan Dement. West, Green, and Gott
changed their plea to guilty and
were senténced to five years hard
labor in the state penitentiary at
Leavenworth.

Rudabaugh stayed in Kansas for a

18

while but headed for New Mexico in
1879 where he would later join up
with Billy the Kid. He was later con- 4
victed of the murder of a Las Vegas,
New Mexico, jailer, Lino Valdez, and
sentenced to hang. Rudabaugh
would escape before the sentence
could be carried out. He may have
gone to Arizona and teamed up
with the cowboy element around
Tombstone. (Wyatt Earp later
claimed that Rudabaugh was among
those who ambushed him and his
posse at Iron Springs in Arizona.),
He eventually wound up in Parral,
Mexico, where he was beheaded by
locals who had had enough of his
foolishness.

Mike Roarke was arrested south of
Ellsworth, Kansas, in October 1878
and placed in jail in Junction City,
Kansas. Roarke was given ten years
for his part in the train holdup, the
heavier sentence assessed for being
the leader of the gang. Dan Dement
was killed in a gun battle at the time
of the arrest. -

On February 14, 1879, Thomas
Gott applied to Kansas Governor

John P. St. John for a pardon. In a
letter to Sheriff Masterson dated
June 25, 1879, the governor
informed Bat that he had turned
down the request.

Bat Masterson would go on to
become one of the most famous fig-
ures in the West: confederate to
Wyatt Earp, lawman, successful pro-
fessional gambler, and prizefight
promoter. He quit the West in 1902,
moving to New York City where he
became a newspaper columnist. He
died at his desk at the age of sixty-
seven on October 25, 1921.

Kinch Riley would die on
September 16, 1879, from dropsy.
The September 20 edition of the
Dodge City Times reported, “The
deceased was about 35 years of age,
and spent about fifteen years on the
frontier in various capacities. He
was in the memorable Adobe Walls
fight with Indians in 1873, and had
been wounded and bruised in a
number of personal encounters. He
has undergone many severe trials
and exposures, and made many nar-
row escapes.”

Prairie Dog Dave Morrow, after
several years as a part-time lawman
in and around Dodge, retired to the
Kansas State Soldiers Home at Fort
Dodge where he died on October
18, 1893, at the age of fifty-six.

J.J. Webb would become involved
in the fight between the Santa Fe
and Denver & Rio Grande railroads
for control of the right of way
through the Grand Canyon of the
Arkansas at Canon City, Colorado.
In 1880, Webb was made a police-
man of Las Vegas, New Mexico,
where in that capacity he shot and
killed a man, a crime for which he
was tried and sentenced to die. Dave
Rudabaugh would help Webb in an
unsuccessful escape attempt, in the

* process killing Lino Valdez. Later,

Webb would successfully escape
along with Rudabaugh and three
other men. Very little is known
about Webb’s wanderings after the
escape, but it is known that he died
in Winslow, Arkansas, of smallpox
on April 12, 1882.

1
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n 1897, Matt Burts rode into
Cochise County, Arizona, from
New Mexico and secured work
on cattle ranches in the
Sulphur Springs Valley, where he
quickly earned a reputation as a
tough but competent cowhand. He
also became acquainted with Burt
Alvord and Billy Stiles, the constable
of Willcox and his deputy. His
friendship with Constable Alvord
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and his deputy involved Burts in a
train robbery that resulted in his
serving a term in Yuma prison. After
his release from the penitentiary
Burts followed a path of violerce
and confrontational behavior that
culminated in his death some three
decades later when he was killed
during a mysterious gunfight in
California.

There was nothing in Burts’ begin- |

New Mexico State Archives: Correctidns Dept. Records, Neg #2227

Matt Burts on his entry into the
New Mexico State Penitentiary on
November 25, 1907.

nings to portend his troubled future
and violent end. He was born in
Hamilton County, Texas, in 1870 to
Henry and Elizabeth Burts. He was
the fifth-born child in the family,
preceded by James, Nancy; Thomas,
and George. His parents were of
southern stock: his father born in
Louisiana and his mother in
Arkansas. At the time of Matt’s
arrival, his father was a cattle raiser.
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It is not known when or why the
family migrated into New Mexico,
where Matt learned the ways of the
cattle ranges and became an excel-
lent cowboy. He also learned to use
intoxicating liquors liberally, and he
became proficient in the use of
firearms. His activities beyond work-
ing as a cowboy in New Mexico are
not known, and the reason for his
leaving New Mexico for Arizona is
not clear.

In 1899, Constable Alvord and
Deputy Stiles planned to hold up a
Southern Pacific train in Cochise
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Yuma Prison State Park
Willcox, Arizona, Constable Burt Alvord was the mastermind behind the Cochise
Station train robbery. He served a prison term for his part in the holdup.

County, and they hoped their posi-
tions as law enforcement officers
would shield them from suspicion.
However, they needed assistance in
accomplishing the robbery and they
enlisted Burts and William
Downing, two part-time deputies
under Alvord. In September, their
plan was completed and set in
motion.

On the night of September 9,
1899, the westbound train made a
scheduled stop at Cochise Station,
about twenty miles southwest of
Willcox. Matt Burts and Billy Stiles,

with pistols drawn and handker-
chiefs pulled up over the lower part
of their faces, climbed into the loco-
motive cab and confronted the engi-
neer and fireman. The bandits
ordered the train moved to a place
about one and one-half miles down

-the tracks. When this was accom-

plished, the cars behind the express
car were disconnected and left
behind. The locomotive and the
express car were taken about a mile
farther to a spot selected by the ban-
dits.

After the train was stopped the
second time, the bandits ordered
Express Messenger Charles Adair to
open the express car door. Adair
complied with the demand, and the
bandits entered the express car and
blew the safe open with dynamite.
After taking an undisclosed amount
of money from the safe, the bandits

~ simply walked north from the rail-

road tracks and disappeared into
the dark. When out of sight of the
train crew, the bandits mounted
horses that were either held for
them by a third party or left there
for them by William Downing.

As the bandits rode from the rob-
bery scene, the locomotive engineer
backed his part of the train to the
disconnected cars and reconnected
them. He then moved the train
back to Willcox, where he reported
the robbery to Constable Alvord,
other officers, and to Southern
Pacific company officials. Alvord
notified Cochise County Sheriff
Scott White in Tombstone of the
robbery and then organized a posse
to pursue the bandits.

While all of this went on, the ban-
dits slipped into town and, accord-
ing to their plan, left the robbery
loot in the Alvord home. After-
wards, Burts and Stiles went to the
business district and joined the poss-
es searching for the outlaws. The
bandits’ horses’ tracks were found
at the robbery scene by officers and
trailed into Willcox, where they
were lost. The bandits were not
identified, and the Cochise robbery
went unsolved, although Wells, ,
Fargo’s ace detective, John Thacker,
continued to work on the case.
During this time, Burts quietly left
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the area.
The loot from one train robbery
didn’t satisfy Alvord and Stiles,

whose appetites were whetted by the

success of their first robbery. They
gathered another crew to help with
their second holdup, and on the
night of February 15, 1900, they
attempted to rob a train while it was
stopped at the Fairbank depot,
about forty miles southwest of
Willcox. However, Jeff Milton, a
noted frontier lawman and gun-
fighter, was the express messenger
at the moment, and when several
bandits tried to enter the express
car he opened fire on the outlaws
with his shotgun. Milton mortally
wounded one of the bandits; howev-
er, he was also seriously wounded |
during the ensuing gunfight.
Nonetheless, Milton drove the ban-

dits away and saved the money ship-

ments.

The bandits were quickly identi-
fied and arrested, including Alvord
and Stiles. Stiles quickly turned evi-
dence for the prosecution, and
implicated Alvord, Burts, and
Downing in the Cochise Station rob-
bery. Eventually, all but two of those
involved in the holdups were con-
victed and sent to Yuma prison.

Matt Burts was located in
Evanston, Wyoming, and on March
28, 1900, he was arrested by Cochise
County Deputy Sheriff Bert Grover
and returned to Arizona. On
December 6, 1900, Matt Burts, the
first of the four defendants to stand
trial as a result of the Cochise
Station robbery, appeared before
the district court and pleaded guilty
to a charge of assault to commit
robbery. He was sentenced to serve
five years in the prison at Yuma. He
entered the institution on
December 14, 1900, as prisoner
#1716. However, Burts didn’t serve
his complete sentence because
Arizona Governor Nathan Murphy
pardoned him on April 18, 1901.

After his release from prison,
Burts returned to Cochise County
and became employed as a cowboy
on Bob Warren’s ranch near
Willcox. During June 1901, while
gathering cattle for shipment,
Warren rode past Burts, who unex-
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pectedly called Warren some vile
names. Burts accused Warren of
making false and disparaging
remarks about some of Burts’
friends. Burts went on to say he had
no use for Warren and challenged
his employer to a fist fight because
neither man was armed.

Warren tried to reason with Burts
and avoid trouble, but Burts contin-
ued to pressure Warren for a fight.
Finally, Warren accepted Burts’
offer to fight, and both men dis-
mounted from their horses. After
taking off their gloves and spurs,

Yuma Prison State Park
Billy Stiles held up the Southern Pacific train at Cochise Station with Matt Burts but
avoided a prison term by turning state’s evidence.

Warren and Burts faced off and in
the ensuing brawl Warren handed
Burts a sound thrashing. Burts said
he had enough of fighting and that
he and Warren should be friends.
Warren agreed with Burts and the
two men shook hands. Burts and
Warren, and perhapé others of the
crew, rode to the nearby Johnson

- ranch house, probably for rest and

refreshment. While in the house,
Burts, unseen by the others, stole a
loaded pistol and concealed it on
his person. ;

While en route back to the cattle
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Yuma Prison State Park

William Downing participated in the Cochise Station robbery, was convicted, and

served time behind bars for the crime.

herd, Burts renewed his quarrel
with Warren. The argument became
heated, and Burts drew the revolver
and threatened Warren. Without
warning, Burts fired a shot at the
cattleman. The shot struck Warren
in his left arm but didn’t knock the
man from his horse. Warren chal-
lenged Burts to kill him, claiming
that he was unarmed and helpless
and an easy victim. Burts, apparent-
ly moved by Warren’s defiance and
courage, helped the wounded man.
from his horse and laid him on the
ground. Burts used the wounded

22

man’s saddle to pillow his head, and
he led Warren’s horse to a position

' to shade the injured cattleman.

Burts rode to the Johnson house
and reported thé shooting. He
asked that Warren not be taken to
Willcox for one hour in order to
give Burts a head start in his escape.
As Burts rode away, ranch hands
took Warren to Willcox; however,
his wound was serious and he was
transported to the haospital in
Tombstone for treatment. Warren
ultimately recovered from his
wound, and he filed a charge

against Burts of assault with the
intent to commit murder. The
Cochise County District Court
issued a warrant for Burt’s arrest,
but the fugitive could not be located
and the document was held in the
sheriff’s files.

Burts was believed by some to be
in Montana; however, he had disap-
peared and for the next six years his
whereabouts and activities remain
unknown. As “Joe Wilson,” Burts
finally surfaced in Luna County,
New Mexico, on June 4, 1907, when
he shot-up the town of Deming. He
was arrested and charged with draw-
ing and flourishing a deadly weapon
and drawing and discharging a
weapon. He was released on bail
pending his appearance in court
during the November 1907, term.
On November 20, the grand jury
found a true bill and on November
22, Burts, whose true name was now
known, pleaded guilty to the
charges in the district court. Judge
Frank Parker sentenced him to six

" months and one day in the territori-

al prison in Santa Fe.

Burts entered the prison on
November 25, 1907, as prisoner
#2227. At the time, he was thirty
seven years of age and in good

" health, weighed 170 pounds, stood

5’ 117 tall, and had light-colored
hair and brown eyes. He was single
and had supported himself since
the age of fourteen. His parents
were deceased, and he gave the
name of his brother, Tom Burts, as
his nearest relative. Burts was a
model prisoner and he was released
on expiration of his sentence on
May 8, 1908.

While Burts was in prison, Luna
County Sheriff Don Johnson asked
all the surrounding county sheriffs,

‘including those in Arizona, if Burts

was wanted for criminal offenses in

. their areas. Cochise County Sheriff

Don White responded that he want-
ed Burts on assault with the intent

. to commit murder, for the shooting

of Bob Warren in 1901. As a result
of this warrant, Arizona requested
New Mexico to hold Burts for extra-
dition to Cochise County for trial.
However, Burts returned to Arizona
voluntarily and pleaded not guilty to
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the charge.

Several witnesses were ready to tes-
tify against Burts in his approaching
trial, and to avoid the trial a plea
bargain was arranged, whereby
Burts would plea to assault with a
deadly weapon without the provi-
sion of intent to commit murder.
Burts pleaded guilty to the amend-
ed charge and was sentenced to one
year and one day in the prison at
Yuma. He entered the prison on
May 29, 1908, as inmate #2814.

Once again, Burts was a model
prisoner and with time off for good
behavior he was released on March
28, 1909. After his release from
prison, Burts returned to the cattle
ranges of southern Arizona where
he was employed as a cowboy and
stock detective.

For the next ten years, Burts was
employed at various times by the
Arivaca Cattle Company, the Empire
Cattle Company, and the La Osa .,
Company. According to the Tucson
Citizen of November 11, 1925, Burts
was ostensibly hired by these compa-
nies as a cowhand, but his fighting
abilities made him much more valu-
able to them in stopping cattle
thieves that preyed relentlessly on
the companies’ herds.

According to this same article, at
an unstated time in Pima County,
Arizona, Burts and another Arivaca
Company cowboy named Martin
came upon some rustlers in the act
of stealing cattle on or near the
Mexican border. The rustlers chose
to fight, and Burts and his compan-
~ ion took cover behind some boul-
ders. Somehow, word of Burts’ trou-
bles was passed to the ranch head-
quarters, and cowboys were sent to
help the besieged men. Also, the
local military was advised of the
trouble on the border. It was about
eight hours before the cowboys and
American troops arrived to relieve
the besieged. At the moment of
their rescue, Burts and Martin} were
covered with cuts and contusions
caused by flying rock chips knocked
loose from their barricades by the
rustler’s bullets; otherwise, they
were uninjured. It was believed sev-
eral rustlers were killed during the
fight, but, apparently, the outlaws
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carried their,dead away when they .
fled.

After firmly establishing himself as
a cowboy and stock detective who
was handy with a gun, Burts took
employment in 1919 with the Rock
Springs Cattle Company in San
Bernardino County, California. He
was posted by the company as a
guard at Government Holes, a water
well in the desert about forty miles
northwest of Needles. The company
owned the well and needed a guard
to reside on site to keep other cat-
tlemen from using the water
because there was no other range
water nearby. Also, the owners need-
ed a tough gunhand to curb the cat-
tle rustling in the immediate area. It
was a tough assignment for a tough
man, and Matt Burts proved to be
the man for the job.

Burts did an excellent job for his
employers, but in 1923 he resigned
from the position to range his own
cattle in the area. He also prospect-
ed for minerals and was believed by
local law enforcement officers to
have manufactured bootleg liquor.
He retained a room in the home of
Mrs. L.A. Ridell, a seventy-two-year-
old lady who resided in Lanfair with
her sixteen-year-old grandson, C.H.
Fulton. Ridell later recalled that
Burts lived in her home about one
year and that he was a fine man who
respected women and called her
“mother.”

In November 1925, C.H. Fulton
secured a job with the Gold Valley
Mine, which was located about twen-
ty-five miles southwest of Lanfair.

He was to report for work on the
morning of November 9, 1925, but
he needed transportation to the
mine on the evening of November
8. Mrs. Ridell drove her grandson to
the mine in her Model T Ford.
Burts went with them so Mrs. Ridell
wouldn’t have to make the return
trip to Lanfair across the desert
alone. En route to the mine, they
would pass the cabin and watering
corral at Government Holes, about
seventeen miles southwest of
Lanfair. Fulton drove the car, and
when they arrived at Government
Holes they stopped to fill the radia-
tor.

Burts opened the corral gate, and
Fulton drove the car into the yard.
The cabin was occupied by the
guard, J.W. Robinson, who had
been hired by the cattle company
some six months earlier. According
to later newspaper reports, Robin-
son was hired because he was a man
who “wouldn’t run.” Several of the
previous guards at the well had
been chased away by someone who
had fired shots into the cabin. Shots
had also been fired while Robinson
was in the cabin, but he wasn’t
intimidated so easily.

As Burts walked up to the cabin,
Fulton saw Robinson framed in the
cabin doorway and asked, “May I
get some water?” Robinson
answered, “Why sure.” Fulton-
walked to the well with a canteen,
Burts entered the cabin, and Mrs.
Ridell waited in the car. Suddenly, a
number of shots were fired in the
cabin, then silence.

Hearing the shots, Mrs. Ridell ran
into the cabin and found Robinson
lying on the bed and Burts sitting
on the floor with his back against
the wall. Both men were wounded.
Robinson was conscious, and Mrs.
Ridell asked him if Burts was dead.
Robinson answered, “Get the hell
out of here, and take that damned
kid with you or I will kill you both.”
Robinson then added, “Go to that
house over there and tell them
there are two dead men here.”
Robinson didn’t indicate any partic-
ular house, but since he was armed
and hostile Mrs. Ridell didn’t tarry
and she and her grandson drove on
to the Gold Valley Mine. At the
mine, they deposited Fulton’s
belongings and got enough gasoline
for the return trip to Lanfair. After
they arrived in Lanfair, Mrs. Ridell
and Fulton reported the shootings
to Edward Farmer, who notified the
county sheriff’s office in San
Bernardino. '

Resident Deputy Sheriff Jack
Brown of Ivanpah was contacted by
his superiors and ordered to the
scene to investigate. He was the first
to arrive, and he found two dead
men there as he had expected. At
first , however, he thought a third
party had killed both men and was
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at large. He identified one body as
that of Matt Burts, whom he knew.
He didn’t know who the other dead
man was, although he had heard
there was a guard at the well named
Robinson. By telephone, he report-
ed his findings and theory of what
had happened to Sheriff Walter
Shay, who was in San Bernardino.
Sheriff Shay dispatched Deputy
Sheriff Jesus Amarias to assist
Deputy Sheriff Brown in the investi-
gation. On his way to Government
Holes to meet Brown, Amarias
picked up Deputy Sheriff James
Lucas at Daggett, a railstop some
sixty miles northeast of San
Bernardino. Sheriff Shay advised
the San Bernardino Evening
Telegraph of the shootings, and on
November 9, 1925, the newspaper
reported the incident stating Burts
was a “cattle puncher, bootlegger
and two-gun man.” The newspaper
editor speculated on the motive for
the shootings and dismissed robbery
as the cause. He felt the murders.
-could have been over a woman or a
“cattle feud,” perhaps meaning a
dispute over the well water. At this
point, however, little was actually
known about the double killings
and the curious waited anxiously for
the investigation to proceed.
Initially, Deputy Jack Brown was
certain R.H. Holiman had killed
both Robinson and Burts because
Holiman had a running feud with
the Rock Springs Cattle Company
over the water well at Government
Holes. Holiman was suspected by
officers of shooting at the cabin to
intimidate the guards but no proof
surfaced against him. Holiman
seemed to have a particular grudge
against Burts, who had arrested him
in 1923 for stealing a Rock Springs
Company calf. Holiman stood trial
. on the charge, during which it was
revealed Holiman’s troubles with
the cattle company went back two
decades. In 1923, Holiman engaged
in a gunfight at the Holes with' the
guard, Pat Woods. Holiman’s gun
jammed, and he broke off the fight
before anyone was killed or wound-
ed. During his 1923 trial, Holiman
openly stated Burts had been
imported from Arizona specifically
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to kill him. Also, Burts’ reputation
as a gunman was such that Holi-
man’s attorney asked that Burts be
searched for a weapon before he
testify. Burts was searched, but no
weapon was found. Holiman was
released after the jury failed to
arrive at a verdict. Deputy Jack
Brown felt Holiman committed the
murders out of revenge, but in
short order he realized there was no
third party involved and that Burts
and Robinson had killed each other.
During the early morning hours of
November 9, 1925, San Bernardino
County Deputy Coroner Emmett
Waters left San Bernardino for the
murder scene to take charge of the
victims’ remains. He took two cas-
kets with him. Later in the day, he
held an inquest into the deaths, and
the coroner’s jury consisted of the
foreman, Z. Farmer, Edward Farmer,

Frank D. Murphy, Charles A. Gayle, -

and Frank Davis. By this time, both
bodies had been identified.
Testimony was taken from Deputy
Brown, Mrs. Ridell, and Fulton.
Brown testified as to the positions of
the bodies when he found them,

‘Robinson on the bed and Burts on

the floor. He also described the
nature of the wounds in both bodies
and that it appeared they had killed
each other. He could offer no
motives for the shootings.

Fulton related events leading up
to the shootings. He testified he had
filled his canteen at the well and put
the water in the car’s radiator. He
was at the well again filling his can-
teen when the shots in the cabin
erupted. Mrs. Ridell’s testimony
confirmed that of her grandson, but
she differed by saying the shooting
in the cabin began immediately
after Burts entered. She told of see-
ing Robinson lying on the bed and
Burts on.the cabin floor. She men-
tioned Robinson ordering her from
the cabin.

Burts had been shot twice in the
body cavity near his naval, and one
bullet had glance off of his left
cheekbone. His death had been
instant. The coroner’s jury found
Burts’ cause of death: “gunshot

wounds in the abdomen inflicted by -

Bill Robinson with homicidal

intent.” Robinson had died minutes
after being shot. The coroner’s jury
found his cause of death: “by a bul-
let fired by Matt Burts which hit his
front side by the left ribs, penetrat-
ed his body and exited his back
about sixteen inches from his left
shoulder blade. Death was inflicted
by Matt Burts with homicidal
intent.” ‘

The coroner’s jury found no
motives for the killings; however,
the sheriff’s office continued to
investigate the murders because
Sheriff Shay felt somehow Mrs.
Ridell and her grandson were acces-
sories to the killings. On November
11, 1925, Deputy Jack Brown arrest-
ed Mrs. Ridell and Fulton and
lodged them in the San Bernardino
County jail. Curiously, the prisoners
had not been interviewed by officers
since they testified in the coroner’s
inquest or before they were allowed
interviews by newspaper reporters.
Both prisoners restated to newspa-
per reporters what they had testified
during the coroner’s inquest. Mrs.
Ridell, however, went on to say she
blamed the shootings on “cow coun-
try gossip.” :

She said a rumor had floated
about the area that indicated
Robinson had said he was going to
kill Burts. The latter, according to
Mrs. Ridell, didn’t know Robinson
and had seen him only once prior
to their pistol duel. On that occa-
sion, Mrs. Ridell and Burts were rid-
ing on the range in her car when

. they met Robinson, who gave them

a cordial greeting and rode on. At
this point, Burts said, “There goes
the fellow they say is going to kill
me.” Burts added, laughingly, that
he didn’t believe Robinson had ever:
said any such thing and it was all
gossip.

Sheriff Shay informed newspaper
reporters he was anxious to learn
why Burts and Robinson, apparently
unknown to each other and with
absolutely no-motive for shooting
each other, met and blazed away
with six-shooters at the sight of each

~ other. Also, the lawman wondered

why Mrs. Ridell and Fulton didn’t
report the shootings until after they
returned to Lanfair when there was
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opportunity for them to report the
incident earlier. He also questioned
why Mrs. Ridell and her grandson
differed as to the exact time the
shootings occurred. Later, Deputy
Jack Brown and Deputy District
Attorney C.O. Thompson ques-
tioned the prisoners, but they made
no comments about the interviews
to newspaper reporters. In any
event, the prisoners were not
released.

On November 12, Matt Burts’
brother, Thomas Burts, who had
been notified of Matt’s déath,
arrived in San Bernardino County
from Tucson to settle Matt’s estate
and to claim his brother’s body,
which was held in the mortuary at
Needles. Thomas Burts also hoped
to establish the motive for his broth-

_er’s death. He interviewed Mrs.
Ridell and others but failed to find
the reason for the shootings. He
informed the press that Matt’s estate
would not cover the expenses of his
burial. Thomas Burts had planned
to have Matt’s remains transported
to Tucson for burial; after funeral
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services Matt Burts’ body was
interred in the Needles cemetery.
Apparently, Robinson’s widow,
who resided in Los Angeles, claimed
Robinson’s remains for burial in
that area. Walter B. Greening, presi-
dent of the Rock Springs Cattle
Company, informed néwspaper
reporters the company would
arrange Robinson’s funeral service.
By November 18, Mrs. Ridell and
her grandson were still being held
in the'San Bernardino'County jail.

‘There were no charges filed against

them, and Attorney Fred Wilson,
who represented them, informed
the press that if his clients were not
released from jail immediately he
would file a petition for writ of
habeas corpus as they were held in
custody illegally. Mrs. Ridell and
Fulton were questioned once more
by Deputy Sheriff Brown and
Deputy District Attorney Thompson
but nothing n'ew was learned from
them and they were released from
jail. No charges were filed against
them.

Although several theories and

Author’s Collection
The mysterious November 8, 1925, gunfight between Matt Burts and J.W. Robinson made headline news
two days later in the San Bernadino Daily Sun.

speculations were advanced why the
gunmen shot it out, the true reason
or reasons for the pistol duel never
became public knowledge, and the
motive for the shootings remained
an unsolved mystery. Matt Burts,
however, received widespread noto-
riety from his violent death.
Newspapers reported his colorful
past, back to the days when he was a
member of the Alvord gang in
Arizona. He was described as “the
last two-gun man” who died with his
boots on as a result of an Old West-
style shoot-out, a holdover from an
earlier era. Undoubtedly Matt Burts
was an anachronism, whose life and
times was best described by the
inscription on his grave marker:

MATT BURTS
1870-1925
FAMOUS GUNMAN
A PLACE, A TIME, A SPIRIT
THAT NEVER WAS BEFORE,
NOR
EVER WILL BE AGAIN

PI
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: : ven before the cannons
stopped booming at

Appomattox, buffalo guns
: were booming on the west-

ern prairies. Ten years later, much
of the southern herd was decimated

: and the feud between the buffalo

: ; hunters and the Indians was of long

standing. In their quest for the
i : woolly hides, the buffalo hunters
had almost exterminated the liveli-
hood of the Indians. The situation
came to a climax in 1877 when the
Comanches and some Kansas buffa-
lo hunters fought it out in the Texas
panhandle in a canyon on the
Staked Plains. It was an undeclared
war without sanction by the military,
and although the buffalo hunters
felt lucky to escape with their lives,
it meant the end of Comanche war
parties. ;

In the summer of 1876 about the
only place where the buffalo
remained in large enough numbers
to make hunting them profitable
was the Texas panhandle. A trader
from Dodge City, Kansas, named
Charlie Rath had established a trad-
ing post on a tributary of the Brazos
called Double Mountain Creek. It
was here the buffalo hunters made
their headquarters.

A Comanche reservation lay to the
east. Rations were slow in coming
from the government that winter,
and the Indians had been forced to
kill some of their horses to keep
from starving. They were becoming
more and more angry, and one cold
December night a group of 170
braves and their families, led by
their renowned chief, Tu-ukuma, or
Black Horse, quietly slipped off the
reservation and headed for the
Staked Plains. They established a
winter camp in Thompson’s
Canyon, an ideal location with plen-
ty of game and far enough from the
camps of the buffalo hunters so that
no one suspected they were any-
where near. Two troops of cavalry
had pursued them until the soldiers
. ran into a heavy snowstorm. The
% ,’::: ‘4}%" Z, cavalry turned back to Fort Sill,

R Oklahoma, warning buffalo hunters
along the way that the Comanches
were somewhere in the vicinity.

»>
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No one knew just where the
Indians were camping, so three of
the buffalo hunters decided to scout
out their camp. Three days later,
they returned, reporting that they
had found Black Horse’s party hid-
ing in the Thompson Canyon
region, at least twelve miles from
the nearest buffalo hunter’s camp.
They suggested the Comanches
were probably just tired of reserva-
tion rations and wanted to get a lit-
tle fresh meat.

Nevertheless,. rumors persisted
that lone Indians had been spied
“skulking around,” and the nervous
hunters, recalling the recent events
at the Little Bighorn, were wary
enough that they began to move
their camps closer together and to
post guards at night.

The buffalo were drifting south-
ward, and Johnny Cook moved his
camp along. One night as he was
‘hobbling his horses in a broad,
grassy'ravine, a bullet whizzed past
him just as he had finished the last
horse and was picking up his gun.
The heavy boom of a buffalo gun
answered the crack of the rifle from
on a high hill nearby, and a hunter
called out, “Injun shootin’ at you,
Cook!”

One night Pat Garrett came tear-
ing through the camps on a horse
that had been ridden almost to
death, warning hunters that they
had better get moving and head
toward Rath’s trading post, for the
Comanches were sure to attack.
Several hunters had dealt with the
Indians before and agreed that Pat
was right.

The hide men began the trek
towards Rath’s, but then they ran
into a fine herd of buffalo. They
couldn’t resist the opportunity to
get a few more hides.

On February 22, 1877, Cherokee
Louie Keyes came into Cook’s camp
to warn him. Comanche scouts had
made a swift foray into Billy Devin’s
camp, which was closest to the
Comanche camp in Thompson
Canyon. They had destroyed the
camp, although the buffalo men
had escaped. Another camp where
two Englishmen had been hunting,
had been burnt out; there was no
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sign of those men anywhere.

The next day exhausted buffalo
hunters kept streaming into the
trading post on Double Mountain
Creek all day long, some 300 of
them in all. They began to check for

" hunters who hadn’t come in. Where

was Marshall Seole? His camp was
very near to Billy Devines’ and that
had been destroyed. Someone
should warn him.

A party was organized and early
the next morning they headed out,
barely stopping until they had trav-
eled a good forty-five miles. As they
prepared camp for the night, they
saw a white man limping toward
their campfire. Exhausted, he
dropped down by the fire, and told
them what had happened to his
boss, Marshall Seole.

Two days before, he and Seole’s
other skinner had started out with
the hide wagon to follow Seole’s kill
when they heard shooting. Fifty
mounted Indians were circling a
buffalo wallow on the prairie, com-
ing in closer with every round. In
the center, they could hear Seole’s
big buffalo gun booming. Finally
the Indians came together in a tight
little knot and the buffalo gun was
silent.

The skinners quickly turned their
wagon and dashed back towards
camp, but 'the Comanches had spot-
ted them and were in hot pursuit.
When the hunters saw they couldn’t
outrun them, they headed their
team toward a deep ravine and ran
their horses over the edge, jumping
to safety and hiding in the brush,
where they managed to evade the
Indians. When it was dark, one of
them headed toward the camp of
the Englishmen, not knowing it had
been burnt out; the other struck out
on the fresh trail of these hunters.

When a messenger got back to
Rath’s with the news that Seole was

Adead, the buffalo hunters wanted

confirmation. Eighteen men set out
and located the mutilated body of
Marshall Seole, two strips of his
scalp removed, and his buffalo gun
missing.

Seole had been well liked by all
the buffalo men. He was articulate,
well educated, and considerate in

his dealings with everyone. When
the men returned with Seole’s body,
the buffalo hunters gathered at the
trading post, milling around, grum-
bling that those Comanches
deserved the same thing Custer got.

The young bartender suddenly
jumped up on top of a salt barrel.
He was called Limpy Jim, because a
bullet in his thigh, a souvenir from
earlier battles, had affected his
stride but not his courage. His real
name was Jim Smith, or so he
claimed. He shouted above the din,
“Men, what those Comanches need
is a lesson!”

Limpy wasn’t referring to calling
in troops. Had it been proposed,
the men would have declared the
idea ridiculous. The majority of the
buffalo hunters had been in the
Civil War and were experienced
with military tactics. They were con-
vinced this was not a job for the
army, it was something they could
handle themselves. The only dis-
senter was a man named Tom
Lumpkins, who said he would have
nothing to do with killing Indians.

Forty-five men were chosen from
among those volunteering to go
after the Indians. A veteran of the
Indian Wars, Big Hank Campbell,
was appointed commander of the
expedition, with Limpy Jim and Joe
Freed as his lieutenants.

They started out the next morning
and just as they were leaving, “Old
Man” Godey’s outfit came limping
in with four more wounded, victims
of another foray by the Comanches.
This brought a new wave of enthusi-
asm to the expedition. The compa-
ny rode out amidst much cheering
and hat-waving.

Thirty mounted hunters and fif-
teen more on foot to guard the wag-
ons carrying their supplies left
Rath’s supply camp that morning.
They carried 250 rounds of ammu-
nition for every man, plus powder,
bar lead, primer, and reloading out-
fits. Shorty Woodson, a former drug-

“gist, was in charge of the medical

supplies, and their guide was an
English-speaking Mexican called
Jose, who had scouted for General
Ranald Mackenzie. Ben Jackson
served as quartermaster and issued
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the grain for the horses. A fellow
called Powder Face Hudson kept a
roster of guards, who were to be
rotated regularly.

Most of the men had fought with
either the Union or Confederate
armies during the war and were
accustomed to military regulations.
They all had had continuous prac-
tice with the Sharps buffalo gun
and most of them had developed
an uncanny judge of distance and
accuracy.

It took several days before they
reached the escarpments of the
Staked Plains. Once there, they had
great difficulty in getting their wag-
" ons to the top, but by passing along
the base until they reached a nar-
row, winding incline, they then dou-
bled their teams and slowly snaked
the wagons to the top.

On the upper level they found a
dim trail, obviously made by the
Comanches. Gleefully, they started
following it and spent that whole
day tracking. At mid-afternoon the -
next day, Jose, who had been riding
on ahead with Cook and Louie
Keyes, spotted the Comanche
camp. He hurried back to warn the
hunters. Hiding their wagons in a
gorge, the buffalo hunters boldly
made camp for the night within two
or three miles of the Indian village.

In the darkness that night, they
laid their plans for attacking the
Indian camp. The wagons were to
be left behind. Hank Campbell
divided the men into three groups,
and issued simple orders. He would
command half the mounted men,
Limpy Jim the other half. Joe Freed
would be in charge of the
unmounted men, and Old Man
Godey, Jim Cook, and Jose would
serve as scouts. Limpy Jim’s men
were to charge through the village
at dawn and run off the Indians’
horses. They were confident they
could exterminate the entire vil-
lage, even though they knew they
would be outnumbered.

Darkness came and the three
scouts, their horses’ hoofs muffled
with grain sacks, started up the
canyon. They determined the trail
by lighting a match under a blanket
from time to time. It was near
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morning before they located the
camp and rode back to get the rest
of the hunters.

Shortly after sunup the next morn-
ing, the three divisions made up of
fifteen men each, stopped at the -
head of Pocket Canyon. Campbell
arranged the two mounted platoons
about 200 yards apart and put the
“foot soldiers” in between them.
Now they were ready.

“All right” shouted Campbell.

Limpy Jim echoed with, “Go for
‘em, boys!”

Louie Keys, a Cherokee half-
blood, began his Indian war chant
and John Cook, Joe Jackson, and a
man known as Squirrel-eye, all
Confederate war veterans, gave out
the Rebel yell as they charged in.

The Comanche tipis came into
view and the Indians could be seen
running to a low hill and shooting

in the open saw, stealthy movement
behind Campbell’s troops and
began to shoot. When the hunters
swung around with rifles blazing,
the Comanches rapidly retreated,
dragging six wounded warriors with
them.

Now Crook, Devin, and Grimes
had an opportunity to reach shel-
ter. They crawled down from their
exposed position, dragging the seri-
ously wounded Jackson with them.
High on a hill Seole’s stolen buffalo
gun roared loudly above the bark of
the Winchester rifles.

The Comanches, now mounted,
rode wide circles around the white
men. The hunters sought advanta-
geous places, part of them facing
around to protect their rear. The
Indians flashed across one draw
after another, whooping as the
hunters’ rifles blazed. Some of the

Joe Jackson tumbled fmm his saddle and Bill Devin and
Cook leapt from their horses to drag him to safety. Devin
fell with a groan as a bullet shattered his arm. The wound-

die.

at a distance of 200 yards. It was
sure death to continue in the face
of their fire, so Hank Campbell
ordered the men to “Fall back into
the canyon!”

Before they could obey, Joe
Jackson tumbled from his saddle
and Bill Devin and Cook leapt from
their horses to drag him to safety.

. Devin fell with a groan as a bullet

shattered his arm. The wounded
Jackson shouted for them to lie
down or they would all die.
Meanwhile, Grimes crept up to
help, and the four men, three of
them bleeding, hunkered down to
wait for what seemed like sure
death.

Hank Campbell’s men had made
it into the draw. They were watching
the fight in front of them, unaware
that 100 Comanche warriors were
creeping up the gorge behind
them. The wounded men lying out

¢d Jackson shouted for them to lie down or they would all

horses went down. One warrior,
whose horse was shot out from
under him, headed for the safety of
a ravine. When he had about thirty
more feet to go, the heavy slugs of a
buffalo gun ripped the sod all
around him. He dived to the
ground, and the hunters turned
their attention elsewhere.

Hank Campbell and Limpy Jim
held a quick conference. They real-
ized they had to get out of the draw
and try to rescue the foot soldiers
under Joe Freed’s command. Hank
issued orders for Smith to take the
horses and wounded men down a
side ravine to a nearby watering
hole, while the rest of the men
climbed out of the ravine and fired
at the camp until Joe’s men could
get away.

As the men crawled up on the
crest of the draw, they were about
400 yards from the Indian camp.
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They could see a big herd of horses
off to the left and a tall pole with a
red banner flying from it, obviously
some sort of Indian signal. To the
right, high on a bluff, a warrior was
flashing messages with a mirror to

Mescalaro Apaches.

The Indians ceased fire. Black
smoke began to hillow down the
draw. The Indians had set the grass
on fire. Behind the smoke rode a
young warrior on a white horse,

hole and the wounded were calling
for water. Ben Jackson, a brother of
the seriously wounded Joe Jackson,
crept out toward the span and

returned with his riding boots filled
with water. Shorty Woodson did his

The Comanches, now mounled, rode wide circles around the white men. The hunters
sought advantageous places, part of them facing around to protect their rear.

his comrades below. Suddenly a
fusillade of bullets hummed over
their own heads.

“Let the camp alone,” Campbell
shouted. “Comb the grass this side
of it.”

The crest was swept from end to
end with about 300 rounds of bul-
lets. Then the hunters turned their
attention back to the camp, this
time choosing individual targets to
shoot at. By now, Freed had suc-
ceeded in getting his men out of
danger.

Jose, the Mexican guide, had been
wounded in the shoulder. Neverthe-
less, he wore a big grin on his face,
as he remarked to his comrades that
they had chosen a hornet’s nest to
fight. No truer words could have
been spoken, for instead of the 100
Comanches they expected, there
were nearly 300, and they had just
been joined by a large band of
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wearing a magnificent war bonnet.:
He rode directly in front of them,
drawing the fire of a half dozen of
the buffalo hunters. First the horse
fell, then the young brave.

From the other direction, warriors
appeared, waving their lances and
uttering the Comanche war cry.
They halted just out of range of the
buffalo hunter’s guns, évidently try-
ing to draw attention to themselves
while a different group attacked
from another direction. The
hunters weren’t fooled, however.

Behind the smoke of the upper

_draw came a rush of Comanche war-

riors. The smoke screened them at
first, but when they broke through
the roar of the buffalo guns was
immediate. Many warriors went
down, and the others retreated.
Down in the gully where the

wounded were, they had made it to
about fifty yards from the watering
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best to bind up the wounds of the
injured men. Then he supplied *
them with a big swig of whiskey.

Soon all the'men became aware
that the Indians were no longer fir-
ing at them. The scouts advanced
cautiously and discovered that the
entire Comanche camp had pulled
out.

No attempt was made to follow
them. The hunters figured they
were lucky to escape with their lives
and they were anxious to get their
wounded back to the trading post.
Jackson, the most seriously wound-
ed, had been hit in the groin by the
buffalo gun stolen from the mur-
dered Seole. He died shortly. after
reaching camp, the only white fatali-

ty of the Battle of Pocket Canyon.
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TRUE WEST LEGENDS:

July 29, 1852—Commodore Perry Owens is born in the
hill country of eastern Tennessee. He is named for
Oliver Hazard Perry, the naval hero of the War of 1812.
While Commodore is still quite young, his father
moves the family to Indiana.

1868—Commodore Owens leaves home at age sixteen.
Possibly to get away from an ‘abusive father, he drifts
through the western states and territories for the next
thirteen years. He works as a cowboy, bronco buster,
and wrangler. During his travels, he hunts buffalo to
supply meat for railroad construction crews.

July 1873—Owens, now twenty-one, is working at the
Hillary Rogers Ranch in northeast Indian Territory.
Here he works as a wrangler and occasionally serves as
a range detective. He also enjoys hunting with William
Grant Rogers, the ranch owner’s son.

Late 1870s—According to Blevins family tradition,
Owens, while working as a cowboy in Texas, meets
Andrew Arnold Blevins and the two engage in horse
theft together. The two part ways after a falling out
over a “loose woman.”

1880—Owens returns to working with cattle near
White Oaks, New Mexico.

1881—Owens drifts into Arizona, settling in Apache
County. He works for several large cattle companies,
including the Ziegler Brothers Ranch and the Billings
Land and Cattle Company.

June 24, 1882—A group of cowboys ride into St. Johns,
Arizona, and disrupt a Mexican fiesta to San Juan. A |
gunfight breaks out and the Mexicans take several cow-
boys into custody. According to Dane Coolidge,
Commodore Perry Owens breaks things up and frees
the cowboys.

1883—Owens files a homestead claim eighteen miles
south of Navajo Springs, Arizona, and begins ralsmg
horses.

September 1883—Owens is arrested for shooting and
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COMMODORE
PERRY OWENS

By Larry Willis

killing the son of a Navajo chief named Din-ahjin-ne-be-
gay. Federal authorities in Albuquerque, New Mexico,
first examine the case but it is decided Owens should be
tried by territorial authorities. He is sent back to
Holbrook, Arizona, to stand trial for the murder.

October 3, 1883—Owens pleads innocent in the court of
F.M. Zuck. Bessie Hauck, wife of friend James D. Hauck,
testifies that Owens was at the Haucks’ house all day when

the Indian boy was killed. Owens is subsequently acquit-
ted. ;

1885—A family by the name of Blevins moves to Arizona
from Llano County Texas. With them is Andrew Blevins,
now going by the alias of Andy Cooper.

December 27, 1885—The Apache County treasury is
robbed of $11,000 in cash, which is never recovered. This
stirs discontent among the people with county officials
and some begin looking for a new sheriff.

October 1886—Owens rides with Lew Lynch to bring in
Pat Maher for shooting J.G. Berry near Immigrant
Springs, Arizona. Later the same month, Owens is select-
ed to run for sheriff on the Law and Order ticket.

" November 1886—Owens is elected sheriff of Apache

County, beating out Lorenzo Hubble, the former sheriff.

January 1887—Owens takes office. He appoints Joe T.
McKinney as his undersheriff. At McKinney’s suggestion,
Owens sends for Jeff Milton in New Mexico to also be a
deputy. Milton doesn’t get along with Owens and soon
leaves for another job.

March 1887—Sheriff Owens arrests Jamie Stott for horse
theft. Army Colonel Benjamin Grierson asks Sheriff
Owens to help catch Andy Cooper, who recently stole a
herd of horses from the Navajo reservation. Previously,
Grierson had refused to help Owens capture some
Indians that had killed three posse members in February.
Owens threatens to bring a large posse onto the reserva-
tion and get the killers, so Grierson moves the suspects to
New Mexico, calling Owens “a desperate determined and
ignorant man.”
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March 1887—‘]0e' McKinney resigns as undersheriff in a
dispute over who was responsible for the escape of some
prisoners.

April 1887—At the urging of Will Barnes and some
other cattlemen Owens hires ].V. Brighton as deputy.
Brighton and Deputy Albert Miller are dispatched to
capture Ike and Phin Clanton. On April 13 the posse
catches Phin Clanton and deposits him in the St. Johns
" jail.

June 1, 1887—Ike Clanton rides up to the ranch house
where Brighton and Miller had spent the night.
Realizing his mistake, he attempts to flee, pulling his
gun as he rides away. Brighton shoots Clanton in the
side of his chest, killing him. Meanwhile, Owens is in
another part of the county arresting John Payne, a man
the newspaper called “a bad man from Bitter Creek” and
“an especially notorious outlaw.” Five days after his arrest
Payne is released on bail.

Augﬁst 9—John Payne, Hamp Blevins, and some other
cowboys shoot it out with Ed and Jim Tewksbury and oth-
ers. Payne and Blevins are killed in what becomes the -
first real “battle” in the Pleasant Valley War.

August 17;Billy Graham is shot and killed. Before he
dies, Graham claims it was Ed Tewksbury who shot him.
Deputy James Hauck later claims he pulled the trigger
on Graham in self defense, possibly to cover for

- Tewksbury.

September 2—Iooking to avenge the death of his broth-
er, Andy Cooper leads a band of men to the Tewksbury
cabin and kills John Tewksbury and William Jacobs.

September 4—Two days after the killings Andy Cooper is
* at his family home in Holbrook. Owens arrives in town
looking for Cooper on a horse theft warrant. When he
confronts Cooper at his house Cooper refuses to go with
him. As Cooper shuts the door Owens lets loose with a
shot from his rifle, hitting Cooper. John Blevins fires
wildly at Owens, missing him and hitting a horse. Owens

spins and shoots again, hitting John in the shoulder. As
Owens backs away from the house he sees Cooper
through the front window and shoots through the house
at Cooper again. Another man, Mose Roberts, jumps
from a side window and is immediately shot by Owens.
Young Sam Blevins runs from the house with Cooper’s
gun and takes aim at Owens. Owens fires again, hitting
Sam in the chest killing him. Owens calmly mounts his
horse and leaves.town. The followup inquests exonerate
Owens of any wrongdoing in the case.

December 1887—Owens goes to Missouri in pursuit of
Kid Swingle, wanted for horse theft and stage and train
robbery. He catches up with him in Texas. En route to
Arizona, Swingle escapes custody by jumping from the
train. - !

May 30, 1888—The poet bandit Red McNeil robs the
Schuster store in Holbrook. McNeil leaves a poem daring
Owens to catch him. Owens doesn’t. :

September 1888—]John Blevins, the lone survivor of the
shoot-out on September 4, is sentenced to five years in
prison. As Owens is escorting Blevins to prison, word of a '
pardon reaches them in Flagstaff and Owens releases his
prisoner.

January 1889—Owens returns to civilian life after being
refused a second term in the sheriff’s election.

March 25, 1895—Owens is appointed sheriff of the newly
formed Navajo County. He also receives a commission as
deputy United States marshal from Marshal W.K. Meade.
When his first term of office is up, Owens tries for a sec-

ond, but is defeated by Frank Wattron, his old deputy.

April 30, 1902—Owens has been running a saloon/mer-
cantile store in Seligman, Arizona. At the age of fifty, he
marries twenty-three-year-old Elizabeth Barrett.

May 28, 1919—After suffering from Bright’s disease,
Owens dies of paresis of the brain.

WHAT To READ:

Gunfight in Apache County, 1887. By Will C. Barnes, edited by Neil B. Carmony.
Trail to Yesterday Books
‘ A Little War of Our Own: The Pleasant Valley Feud Revisited. By Don Dedra.
Northland Press.
The Life and Legend of Commodore Perry Owens: an Illustrated. History By Larry Willis.
Coming soon.

WHERE To Go:

Holbrook, Arizona. The Navajo County Historical Society has a museum in the old courthouse, where Owens had an
office. Many of the old town’s buildings still stand, including the Blevins house.
Flagstaff, Arizona. Owens’ grave is located in Citizens Cemetery, Tract J, Block A, Lot 13, Space 2.
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710—THEY DIED WITH CUSTER: SOL-
DIERS’ BONES FROM THE BATTLE OF THE
LITTLE BIGHORN. By Douglas D. Scott, P.
Willey, & Melissa A. Connor. The authors use his-
toric sources, archeological evidence, and physical
data to present new revelations about the men who
rode-and died with George Custer at the Little
Bighorn. Through painstaking analyses of skeletal
remains, ,the authors construct composite biogra-
phies of the soldiers, identifying ages, heights,
states of health, and mode of death. A vast selection
of illustrations, including photos, mapg, drawings,
and graphs, enhance the discussion. 419p. Univer-
sity of Oklahoma Press.
Cloth, $29.95

752—AN OVERLAND JOURNEY FROM
NEW YORK TO SAN FRANCISCO IN THE

‘SUMMER OF 1859. By Horace Greeley. In the

Spring of 1859, Greeley, the celebrated editor of the
New York Tribune, set off to explore the projected

central route for a transcontinental railroad. An invet- ,

erate reporter, Greeley commented on everything he
saw, from prairie dogs to the wonders of Yosemite. His
reports had a immeasurable impact on the reading
public and its growing interest in the West. 397p.
University of Nebraska Press.

NEW SELECTION Paper, $15.00

706—THE PECOS RANCHERS IN THE LIN-
COLN COUNTY WAR. By T.' Dudley Cramer.
Focusing on the Beckwith family, Cramer shares
the story of the small ranchers from the Pecos
Valley who played a prominent, often misintérpret-
ed role in the Lincoln County War in New Mexico
Territory. With rare exception these largely hard-
working cattlemen and cowboys sided with the
Mui’phy-Dolun—Riley partisans, believing strongly
that the opposing forces of Tunstall-McSween and
John Chisum were trying to oust them from the
Pecos country. Cramer offers many rare, previously
unpublished photos in this important history. 215p.
Branding Iron Press.
AUTOGRAPHED! Paper, $22.95
648—DAYS OF GOLD: THE CALIFORNIA
GOLD RUSH AND THE AMERICAN
NATION. By Malcolm J. Rohrbough. Described by
the author as an “introduction” to the stampede for
gold in California, this book provides far more than
the usual historical introduction. Exhaustively
researched and engagingly written, Rohrbough’s
Days of Gold explores the whys, whats, wheretos,
and wherefores of one of the most consequential
sagas in American history and in the development
of the American nation. “Rohrbough tell the.slory
straight from the mouths (or pens) of those who
lived it."—Christian Science Monitor. 373p.
University of California Press.

Paper, $16.95

730—THE ROUGH RIDERS. By Theodore
Roosevelt; introduction by Matthew M. Oyos. The
Rough Riders, published the year after the Spanish-
American War—or in Roosevelt’s words, “the splen-
did little war”+—is Roosevelt’s account of the muster-
ing of the regiment, many of the troopers of which
came from the American West; the perils endured;
and the horseback charge up Kettle Hill during the
battle for San Juan Heights. This reprint gathers
eleven important photographs from earlier editions of
the work and also contains two new maps and an
index. 320p. University of Nebraska Press.
Paper, $12.95

Storm and

Stampede
=Chishoim

HUSEHY F.COELING

BOOKMART =

b .
532—SOILED DOVES: PROSTITUTION IN
THE EARLY WEST. By Anxe Seagraves. Soiled
Doves tells of the grey world of prostitution and the
women who participated in the oldest profession. .
Colorful, if not socially acceptable, these women of
easy virtue were a definite part of the early West.

Mlustrated with many rare photos, this book provides

a touching insight into the lives of the ladies of the
night. 173p. Wesanne Publications.
« Paper, $11.95

588—DOC SUSIE: THE TRUE STORY OF A
COUNTRY PHYSICIAN IN THE COLORADO
ROCKIES. By Virginia Cornell. Cornell offers the
true story of Dr. Susan Anderson who arrived in
frigid Fraser, Colorado, in 1907 a dying woman, but
who recovered her health and then, known as Doc
Susie, ventured forth on snowshoes, horseback, and
train to save the lives of the inhabitants of the
Rockies. So desperate were they for medical atten-
tion they didn’t care that she was a mere woman.
237p. Manifest Publications.
Paper, $14.95

701—STORM AND STAMPEDE ON THE
CHISHOLM. By Hubert E. Collins. First published
in 1928, Collins’ autobiography chronicles the young
ranch hand’s life at the Red Fork Ranch on the banks
of the Cimarron River in Indian Territory in the early
1880s. Learning much from rangy cowboys in resi-
dence and frontier characters passing through,
Hubert enjoyéd more adventure than he would ever
know again. “Indeed irresistible”—New York Times.
332p. University of Nebraska Press.

NEW SELECTION Paper, $14.95

728—STAGECOACH WEST. By Ralph Moody.
First published in 1967, Stagecoach West is a com-
prehensive history of stagecoaching west of the
Missouri. Starting with the evolution of overland
passenger transportation, Moody moves on to paint a
lively and informative picture of western stage-
coaching, from its early short runs through its rise
with the gold rush, its zenith by 1868, and beyond.
Moody uses contemporary accounts, illustrations,
maps, and photographs to flesh out his narrative.
359p. University of Nebraska Press.

NEW SELECTION Paper, $15.00

001—DAUGHTERS OF JOY, SISTERS OF
MISERY: PROSTITUTION IN THE AMERI-
CAN WEST, 1865-90. By Anne M. Butler. “Frail
sisters,” “fallen angels,” “soiled doves”—whatever
they 'were called, these women lived lives of nearly
anonymous destitution. Butler’s account of their
lives bears scant resemblance to popular depictions
in film and fiction. It reveals instead an existence
on the brink of despair. 179p. University of Illinois
Press. :
Paper, $12.95

i



Battle of

the Roschud:
Prelude to the
Little Bighorn
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516—TREASURE OF THE SANGRE DE
CRISTOS: TALES AND TRADITIONS OF
THE SPANISH SOUTHWEST. By Arthur L.
Campa; foreword by J. Manuel Espinosa. This col-
lection includes stories of silver locked away in
outlaw hoards, lost mines stacked with bars of
gold, and fabulous Jesuit treasures buried when that
order was expelled from New Spain. Not all of
these folk treasures are of mineral wealth, howev-
er. There are also the legends of the.Hermit of Las
Vegas and of the lovelorn nun. 223p. University of
Oklahoma Press. Paper, $13.95

723—PEOPLE OF THE MOONSHELL: A
WESTERN RIVER JOURNAL. By Nancy M.
Peterson. The Indians called their river the
Moonshell. The French explorers renamed it, quite
aptly, the Platte (“flat” in French). Since that time
thousands of pioneers have boated, tracked, tra-
versed, and cursed the Platte en route to their desti-
nations or fates in the Rockies and Far West.
Peterson provides an epic narrative of the people
whose lives were shaped to one degree or another,
by the Platte. 276p. Renaissance House.

Paper, $18.95

300—ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FRONTIER
BIOGRAPHY, VOLUME I: A-F. By Dan
Thrapp. First of three volumes that comprise a
wealth of information about persons who lived on
the American frontier. Profiles approximately
4,500 frontier figures. University of Nebraska
Press.

300—Volume I: A-F NA
301—Volume II: G-O Paper, $20.00
302—Volume III: P-Z NA

719—WESTERN TREASURE TALES. By
Choral Pepper. In an easy-flowing narrative,

Pepper, relates the fascinating stories of eight treas- '

ure sites in the West. The tales in this photo-rich
collection include the Brazelton, the Blue Bucket,
Treasure Mountain, Jarbridge, and others. 146p.
University Press of Colorado.

NEW SELECTION! Paper, $14.95

103—BATTLE OF THE ROSEBUD: PREL-
UDE TO THE LITTLE BIGHORN. By Neil C.
Mangum. The Indian victory at Rosebud Creek was
a prelude to and directly led to the still greater tri-
umph eight days later on June 25, 1876, when
Lieutenant Colonel George A. Custer and his
immediate command were wiped out to a man. The
shocking news of Little Bighorn eclipsed that of
the Rosebud; yet, the latter was second only to the
Llittle Bighorn in terms of total number of troops
and Indians deployed in battle. Mangum brings this

_important engagement to wider public attention in

an abundantly illustrated and well written,
researched, and produced volume. 191p. Upton &

Sons.
Cloth, $3560"
SPECIAL PRICE $29.95

Limited time offer

AT AR BRERT MG BY TR AUTHOR

693—BLACK PIONEERS: IMAGES OF THE
BLACK EXPERIENCE ON THE NORTH
AMERICAN FRONTIER. By John W. Ravage,
Jr. Richly illustrated, Black Pioneers features a
phenomenal archive of more than 200 never-
before-published photographs that depict the range
of African-American experience in the West. The
collection of images offers graphic evidence that
blacks did not play a limited role in the settlement
of the West. 246p. University of Utah Press.

NEW SELEETION! Cloth, $24.95

666—SUPPRESSED MURDER OF WYATT
EARP. By Glenn Boyer. Out of print for many
years, this book by widely recognized Earp biogra-
pher Glenn Boyer aroused much controversy. The
author relied heavily on family letters, interviews,
and other first-hand accounts to complete this biog-
raphical study of the famed western personality.
135p. Historical Research Associates.

AUTOGRAPHED! Cloth, §3995

SPECIAL PRICE $29.95
Limited time offer

698—ON TO OREGON: THE DIARIES OF
MARY WALKER' & MYRA EELLS. By Clifford
Merrill Drury and Mina J. Carson. THe journals of
Mary Walker and Myra Eells tell vividly the over-
land experiences of two missionary couples, the
Walkers and Eellses, in 1838. Just married when
the trip began, Mary and Myra rode on horseback
from Missouri to Oregon where they and their hus-
bands reinforced the Oregon Mission. They even-
tually moved north to do missionary work with the
Spokane Indians. 384p. University of Nebraska
Press.

NEW SELECTION! Paper, $16.00

715—DPESTINATION TOMBSTONE: ADVEN-
TURES OF A PROSPECTOR. By Edward
Schieffelin. The century old memoirs of the founder
of Tombstone, Schieffelin’s chronicles describe the
work, fear, terror, honesty, and fair-play of the
prospector in the American West. Featured within
the pages of this unabridged edition are the true
adventures of Schieffelin’s discovery of the mother
lode in Arizona and other episodes. 134p. Royal
Spectrum Publishing.

NEW SELECTION! Paper, $14.95

720—TRUE TALES OF THE AMERICAN
SOUTHWEST: PIONEER RECOLLECTIONS
OF FRONTIER ADVENTURES. By Howard
Bryan. Drawn from the author’s extensive files, this
book offers a collection of stories, anecdotes, and
personal histories of pioneering “old timers” who
lived in the Southwest in the 1800s and early 1900s.
These stories include new information on famous
characters encountered by the pioneers. 286p. Clear
Light Publishers. $

NEW! Cloth, $24.95
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007—Mountain Boyhood. By Mills. First-hand account.
311p. Univ. of NE Press. $9.95p
017—Westward Vision: The Story of the Oregon Trail.
By Lavender: 425p. Neb. $15.00p
018—Wild Towns of Nebraska. By Lee. Well illustrated
guide. 147p. Caxton Printers. $14.95p
051—The Trampling Herd: The Story of the Cattle
Range in America. By Wellman. 433p. Univ. of NE
Press. $10.95p
054—The Negro Cowboys. By Durham & Jones. 228p.
Univ. of NE Press. $11.00p
086—Maverick Town: The Story of Old Tascosa. By
McCarty. 304p. U. of Okla. $15.95p
114—Knights of the Green Cloth: Saga of Frontier Gam-
blers. By DeArment. 424p. U of OK Press. /| $16.95p
157—We Pointed Them North: Recollections of a
Cowpuncher. By Abboit & Smith. Cowboy classic. 247p.
Univ. of OK Press. $13.95p
173—Historical Atlas of Texas. By Stephens & Holmes.
132p. Univ. of OK. $19.95p
174—Buried Treasures of the American Southwest.
By Jameson. 220p. November House. $11.95p
175—Historical Atlas of the American West. By Beck

& Haase. 158p. Univ. of OK Press. $19.95p
177—The Old-Time Cowhand. By Adams. Western
classic. 354p. Univ. of NE Press. $16.50p

184—Burs Under the Saddle: A Second Look at Books
and Histories of the West. By Adams. Indispensible.
610p. U. of OK Press. $19.95p
185—Bill Pickett: Bulldogger. By Hanes. 208p. Uniy.
of OK Press. $14.95p
199—Covered Wagon Days: from the Private
Journals of Albert Jerome Dickson. By Dickson. 285p.
Univ. of NE Press. $12.00p

= BOOKMART =
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For more titles, see our ads elsewhere in this issue. We have more than
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800 service now available in Canada
or 405-743-3370 * Fax your order: 405-743-3374
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215—The Longhorns. By Dobie. 440p. Univ. of TX

Press. $16.95p
217—The Mustangs. By Dobie. 392p. Univ. of TX
Press. $14.95p

222—Trail Drivers of Texas. Comp. and ed. by Hunter.
Classic Work. 1147p. Univ. of TX Press. $26.95p
226—The Pacific Northwest: An Interpretive History.
By Schwantes. 427p. Univ. NE Press. $27.50p
227—A Time to Stand: The Epic of the Alamo. By
Lord. “Excellent.” 271p. U of NE Press. $10.95p
233—The Chronicles of Tombstone. By Traywick.
223p. Red Maries. $12.95p
270—Ghost Towns of Montana. By Miller. Heavily
illustrated. 178p. Pruett. $18.95p
282—Hell’s Half Acre: The Life and Legend of a Red
Light District. By Selcer. 364p. TCU Press. ~ $15.95p
305—Come an’ Get It: The Story of the Old Cowboy
Cook. By Adams. “Superlative.” 170p. Univ. OK. ~ $9.95p
339—Captivity of the Oatman Girls. By Stratton.
Gripping story. 294p. Univ. of NE Press. $12.95p
356—O0Id Deadwood Days. By Bennett. Great history of
Deadwood. 314p. Univ. of NE Press. $12.95p
358—Buffalo Hunters: The Story of the Hidemen. By

Sandoz. 372p. Univ. of NE Press. $15.00p
383—Early Days in Texas: “A Trip to Hell and
Heaven.” By McEntire. 184p. U of OK Press. $12.95p

395—Handcarts to Zion: The Story of a Unique
Western Migration. By Hafen & Hafen. 336p. Univ. of
NE Press. $14.00p
400—Buried Treasures of Texas. By Jameson. 31 sto-
ries. 202p. November House Press. $10.95p
404—Gathering of Zion: The Story of the Mormon
Trail. By Stegner. 332p. Univ. of NE Press. $15.00p

\
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439—Coronado’s Children: Tales of Lost Mines and
Buried Treasures of the Southwest. By Dobie. Dobie at
his best. 351p. Univ. of TX Press. $12.95p
440—Tales of Old-Time Texas. By Dobie. Master story-
telling. 350p. Univ. of TX Press. $12.95p
465—The Boy Captives: Being the True Story. By

Smith. Excellent biography. 219p. Anchor. $10.00p
466—M ain Meadows M re. By Brooks. 326p.
Univ. of OK Press. $16.95p

467—The Plainsmen of the Yellowstone: A History of
the Yellowstone Basin. By Brown. Authoritative chroni-
cle of the Basin. 480p. Univ. of NE Press. $17.95p
478—Knocking Round the Rockies. By Ingersoll.
220p. Univ. of OK Press. $13.95p
480—Overland in 1846: Diaries and Letters of the
California-Oregon Trail. Vol. 1. Ed by Morgan. 475p.
Univ. of NE Press. $19.95p
481—Overland in 1846: Diaries and Letters of the
California-Oregon Trail. Vol. 2. Ed by Morgan. 368p.
Univ. of NE Press. $14.95p
488—From the Pecos to the Powder: A Cowboy’s
Autobiography. By Kennon & Adams. Life of a Montana
cowboy. 264p. Univ. of OK Press. $13.95p
492—Pioneer Days in the Early Southwest. By
Foreman. 345p. Univ. of NE Press. $14.95p
493—From Martyrs to Murderers: The Old
Southwest’s Saints, Sinners and Scalawags. By
Meketa. 224p. Yucca Tree Press. $12.95p
495—Into the Wilderness Dream: Exploration
Narratives of the American West, 1500-1805. Ed. by
Barclay, et al. 397p. Univ. of Utah Press. $17.95p
502—Oregon Trail. By Parkman. 758p. Univ. of NE
Press. $25.00p
516—Treasure of the Sangre de Cristos: Tales and
Traditions of the Spanish Southwest. By Campa. 223p.
U. of Okla. Press. $13.95p
543—Tombstone’s Early Years. By Meyers. 260p. U. of
Nebr. Press $12.00p
544—Lottie Deno: Gambling Queen of Hearts. By
Rose. 120p. Clear Light. $12.95p
552—The Cattle Towns. By Dykstra. 412p. U. of Nebr.
$15.00p
567—Trail Dust and Saddle Leather. By Mora.
Cowboy adventures. 246p. U. of Nebr. $10.95p
569—Saddles and Spurs: The Pony Express Saga. By
Sertle & Settle. 217p. U. of Nebr. $12.00p
577—Ghost Towns and Mining Camps of New
Mexico. By Sherman & Sherman. 270p. U. of OK Press.
$21.95p
578—Cow People. By Dobie. 303p. U of TX. $12.95p
580—Historical Atlas of New Mexico. By Beck &
Haase. 140p. U. of Okla. Press. $19.95p
594—Stirrup High. By Coburn. 193p. U. NE.  $9.95p
595—The Hog Ranches of Wyoming. Liquor Lust and
Lies Under Sagebrush Skies. By Brown. 128p. High
Plains. $9.95p
602—Hanging Judge. By Harrington. Judge Parker.
224p. U. of OKla. Pr. $13.95p
604—The Hollywood Posse. The Story of a Gallant
Band of Horsemen Who Made Movie History. By
Cary. 276p. U. of Okla. Press. $16.95p
630—Ben Holladay, the Stagecoach King. By
Frederick. 334p. U. of Nebr. Press. $8.95p
634—Cowboys North and South. By James. 224p Mtn;
Pr. Publ. $25.00¢
651—The Making of Legends: More True Stories of
Frontier Amenca By Dugan. 289p. Ohio U. Press.
$19.95p
656—The Cowboy: An Unconventional History of
Civilization on the Old-Time Cattle Range. By Rollins.
432p. U. of OKla. Press. $19.95p
665—One Hundred Years of Brown’s Park and
Diamond Mountain. By DeJournette and DeJournette.
476p. DeJournette Enterprises. $34.95p
681—Three Years with Quantrill: A True Story Told
By His Scout John McCorkle. 240p. U. of Okla. Press.
$9.95p
700—Precious Dust: The Saga of the Western Gold
Mines. By Marks. 448p. U of Neb. Press. $17.95p

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE.



he old woman moved
with a shuffled gait; the
years and sorrows
weighed heavily upon
her back and she was
tired, with no money
and nowhere to go. She was a
daughter of a legend among the
mountain men—but legends are
soon forgotten and do not fill one’s
empty plate at meal time. Most of
her family was dead; bitterness
could well have become part of her
character, but she had been a sur-
vivor for over eighty years and
would continue to be so. She was
Virginia Rosalie Bridger Hahn,
daughter of mountain man Jim
Bridger.

E:
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Her mother had been a Ute
Indian, Bridger’s second wife, who
died at Virginia’s birth on
Independence Day, 1849. The baby
came squalling into a world of
harsh times. Fort Bridger, as her
father’s crude trading post had
been christened, consisted of a few
log buildings with block houses he
had recently built. The place did
not impress many of the emigrants
passing by in wagon trains headed
for the promised gold of California
or the promised peace of the
Mormon settlements in Utah.
Virginia would come to resemble
her mother over the years—a stolid
round-headed woman with intensely
black hair and “not oppressed with

v
é

Western Publications' Archives

great lines of beauty.”

Bridger, now without a wife to
care for the tiny girl, improvised a
pocket on his saddle to carry her in
while he was checking traps near
the post. Her mother’s people felt
the baby belonged with them and
Virginia later related that they kept
packing her off to their camps. Old

' Gabe, as Bridger was nicknamed,

tired of tracking the baby down and
finally fetched her from a tipi when
he heard her crying out. Virginia
said that when she was five years old
Bridger decided to take her and her
brother Felix to St. Louis to receive
an education. Other sources state
that Bridger actually took them to
Missouri when Virginia was a year

TrRUE WEST



Jim Bridger’s trading post, Fort Bridger State Historic Site.

old. Felix was placed in a Catholic
school and Virginia, under the
guardianship of Bridger’s old
friend, Robert Campbell, was put in
a convent. Her older halfsister,
Mary Ann, had likely died during
captivity among the Cayuse Indians
after the Whitman massacre of
November 1847. Bridger family
sources, however, claimed that Mary
Ann was found alive and returned
to her family to grow up. Other
family tales also relate that Bridger’s
first wife was a Mormon woman who
bore two sons by him. According to
these sources, they divorced when
Bridger would not convert to the
Mormon way of life.

In Missouri, Jim purchased a farm
near Thatcher, but did not remain
long and soon returned to his old

way of life back on the Blacks Fork. |

Bridger took a third wife, a

AUGUST 1999

Shoshone Indian woman, who may
have been a daughter of Chief
Washakie of the Eastern Shoshones.
By her he would have two more
children. Bridger encountered diffi-
culties with the recently arrived
Mormon settlers in the Salt Lake
Valley. They offered to buy out
Bridger’s trading post and when he
refused, built Fort Supply a few
miles distant to help outfit their
wagon trains, thus bypassing
Bridger’s post and severely impact-
ing his business. The church later
claimed they did buy the post from
his partner, Louis Vasquez, in 1855.
Bridger was off guiding a hunting
party, and Vasquez may have signed
his partner’s name to the paper
(Bridger could not write). Bridger
claimed he never sawthe light of
day on any money from the
Mormons. In 1857, when the

Author’s Photo

United States Army marched on
Utah during the so-called Mormon
War, the Mormons instituted a poli-
cy of burning anything that might
be of help to the soldiers. Fort
Bridger was burned to the ground.
The troops declared a military
reservation at the site of the fort
and took over the area until final
abandonment in 1890. Years later,
Jim Bridger’s heirs received a
$6,000 settlement from the govern-
ment for payment for the fort.

In 1864, Virginia was a lively fif-
teen-year-old young lady who mar-

-ried Captain Albert Waschman.

Virginia later remembered, “I went
with my husband on our honey-
moon on a steamboat. He was ]
ordered to go to Jefferson City with
his battery, and from there we
stayed a little while in St. Louis, and
then he got orders to come back to

59



Jefferson City, to go in with the rest
of the Company. They were sta-
tioned at Weisberg and Sedalia, and
the war [Civil War] was going on
awful then. It was dangerous and he
said I had better go home. A gov-
ernment boat had.to go up, and he
said when the boat camé down, for
me to go back, so I went back to
Kansas City on the steamboat....It
was quite a while before the rebels
came, but when they did, Dr. Vance
said, ‘Now ladies, I will have to pfess
you into service as nurses.’ I said, ‘I
am right here, ready, my husband
might be out on that battlefield,
and my brother, too.” Sure enough
here come a message that Captain
Waschman and brother got killed.
Then the next message I got; he was
all right....We helped the doctor
there about two weeks. Both
Southern and Union soldiers were
brought in. It was a fearful sight....I

those soldiers there.”

She continued, “Once at
Warrensburg, Missouri, all of the
officer’s wives were to fire cannons.
They all backed out. The officers
were ready to give orders to fire.
There was eight pieces of artillery
and they all backed out except me.
They ordered the firing and I
pulled the old string, 36 rounds I
went.

“The rebels burned my father’s
house and all his belongings at
Kansas City. Captain Waschman had
Captain Harvey fix up papers and -
send them to Washington to have
us paid for the loss, but that is the
last we heard of it.”

The Waschmans had one daugh- .
ter, Mary C. Louise, born on June
30, 1875. She married Edward
Jackson Lightle and had two daugh-
ters, Mary Louise and Helen
Elizabeth. Mary Lightle died at the
age of twenty-eight in 1903.

Captain Waschman was later
placed in charge of Bridger’s farm
and is said to have spent most of
the money and squandered the .
land. Jim Bridger died almost pen-
niless in 1881. The last few years of
his life, Virginia cared for him and
spoke of how they would help him
get on an old horse so he could
ride out to the edge of his farm and
gaze out towards the west—the
blind, homesick, old man would
not see the mountains again.

Captain Waschman died in 1883,
and Virginia remained a widow for
several years, until marrying Franz
or Frank Hahn in 1892. She is also
thought to have been married at -
least two or three other times—over
the years she may have been mar-
ried to a man by the name of  °
Phillip Jackley, a man named
Blevens, and a man named Martin.
Generally, she went by the name of
Virginia Bridger Hahn. She made

am the only one left who waited on

Jim Bridger’s character played a large
role in the film The Covered Wagon, but
was portrayed as a hard-drinking “squaw
man” with several Indian ' |
wives at one time.

Snintan,
=om =t
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* her living at times as a dressmaker
‘and by doing menial work. For a
time she lived with her halfsister,
Nellie Zane, a daughter by
Bridger’s last wife.

In 1922, Famous Players-Lasky
motion picture corporation filmed
the silent movie version of Emerson
Hough’s The Covered Wagon near
Milford, Utah. Members of both
the Shoshone and Arapaho tribes
from the Wind River reservation in
Wyoming provided prologues to
the movie prior to showings at
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre in
Hollywood, in New York City,
London, England, and in France.
Virginia was invited to the premiere
of the film in Kansas City, Missouri,
in 1923. Famous Players-Lasky
thought it would be an excellent
public relations moye on their part,
to have the old mountain man’s
daughter at the showing. Jim
Bridger played a large role in the
film, but was portrayed as a hard-
drinking “squaw man” with several
Indian wives at one time. (Bridger
did have three Indian wives, but
only one at a time, after the death
of the prior wife.)

Virginia was horrified at seeing
her father portrayed as a drunkard
and womanizer in the film and
soon filed a suit for one million dol-
lars for defamation of character.
The film company sent Tim McCoy,
Wyoming’s former adjutant general
and friend of the Shoshones and
Arapahos, to interview any remain-
ing old timers who might have
known Bridger and his actual char-
acter. McCoy traveled several hun-
dred miles to interview William
Schoolcraft of Van Buren County,
Michigan, who remembered that
Bridger could hold his own with
liquor. He also interviewed J.D.
Woodruff, pioneer of the Wind
River and Big Horn basins in

Wyoming. Woodruff had spent sev-

eral periods in the hills with !
Bridger in the late 1860s and did
not remember that Bridger drank
at all. Liquor, however, was not
readily available at the time either.
McCoy found that what few old
timers remained were reluctant to
blemish the old trapper’s reputa-
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tion, as they had been just as wild
in their younger days. Finally,
rather than go to court and spend
more funds on lawyers and a trial,
the movie compapy settled a pay-
ment of $5,000 to Virginia. The suit
gave The Covered Wagon a great deal
of publicity and the movie is not
remembered as one, of the first
great Hollywood epics. One positive
side to the story was that an agent
who had long been looking for a V.
Bridger, half-blood daughter of Jim
Bridger, could now advise Virginia
she had an allotment of land. She
asked him to sell the land and
received $500.

In 1926, the community of
Casper, Wyoming, invited her to
spend her seventy-seventh birthday
as an honored guest at their Fourth
of July celebration. Virginia was
pleased at the invitation and was
interviewed by the local newspaper.

By 1931, Virginia was approaching
her eighty-second birthday with no
home and no money. Minnie
Brown of Thermopolis, Wyoming, a
relative of Chief Washakie’s, extend-
ed an invitation for Virginia to
come and live with her. Minnie was
not well thought of in Thermopo-
lis—in 1915 she had shot and killed
her husband under questionable
circumstances, although she
claimed it was self defense. The Hot

Author’s Photo
Virginia Bridger Hahn'’s grave, Carter Cemetery, Fort Bridger State Historic Site.

. Springs County Pioneer Association

honored Virginia at a reception in
1932 and some 150 people attend-
ed, including politicians and local
dignitaries. Judge E.H. Fourt of the
Ninth Judicial District gave a flow-
ery keynote address and he and
Virginia led the grand march at the
following dance.

Her final year of life was a good
one for the tough old woman. She
did write some material on her
father and hoped to write a book. A
few months before her eighty-
fourth birthday, Virginia Bridger
Hahn passed away of pneumonia
on March 7, 1933. Newspapers
eulogized her as a pioneer of pio-
neers who had come home to her
ancestral land. She only had a $24
life insurance policy and friends
had to take up a collection in order
to see her properly buried at the

‘Monument Hill Cemetery in

Thermopolis. At the time a move-
ment was afoot to acquire the site
of old Fort Bridger as a state his-
toric site. When the grounds were
purchased a few years later,
Virginia’s remains were removed to
the place of her birth and reburied
at the Carter Cemetery at Fort
Bridger. She had finally come

home.
B



DISASTER ON CADDO LAKE:

 URNING OF THE
M ITTIE STEPHENS

By Johnny D. Boggs

n a clear but chilly

February afternoon

in 1869, the “light

draft passenger pack-

et” Mittie Stephens
began her routine run from New
Orleans, Louisiana, to Jefferson,
Texas. Originally scheduled to
depart at 5 pm February 4, she
apparently did not leave until twen-
ty-four hours later, with scheduled
stops at “Shreveport, Grand Bayou,
Grand Ecore, St. Maurice, Cotile,
Alexandria, Norman’s, Barbin’s, and
all the way landings.”

For Captain Homer Kellogg, pas-
sengers and crew, this run would
end in tragedy. A week later, 60 or
more of the 109 passengers and
crew would be dead, and Louisiana
and Texas newspapers would be
reporting “Another Terrible
Disaster.” It was more than just
“another” disaster, however. Most
women aboard the steamboat died
when the Mittie Stephens caught fire
on Caddo Lake, Captain Kellogg
vowed to “quit the river for good,”
and the incident—“Louisiana’s
worst peacetime river disaster”—
would inspire poetry, myths, and
treasure hunts for more than a cen-
tury.

A 312-ton, three-boiler side-wheel-
er built in Madison, Indiana, in
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1863, the Mittie Stephens was 168.8
feet long, 29.8 feet wide, with a
draw depth, of 4.7 feet. Originally a
troop transport, s}}e was used from
April 19 through July 25, 1864, dur-
ing the Union Army’s Red River
campaign. Later that year, she was
sold to private enterprise, running
first on the Missouri River and next
on the New Orleans-Bayou Sarah
route. After being rebuilt in 1865 to
her current measurements, she was
sold in March 1866 to Captain
Maurice Langhorne to run the New
Orleans-Red River route. By 1869,
she was no longer considered new,
by riverboat standards, but 7The
Daily Picayune of New Orleans
called her “a favorite in the Red
River trade.”

The Mittie Stephens reached
Shreveport, Louisiana, on Thursday,
February 11, for a five-hour layover.
The afternoon was warm as Captain
Kellogg and clerk George Remer
prepared to get under way. On the
Commerce Street levee, passengers
chatted with each other, friends and
relatives. Twenty-nine-year-old
Amelia Jordan Lyon, bound for
Jefferson with her husband, T. Lytt
Lyon, and her ten-year-old son
Frank from a previous marriage,
said goodbye to her mother.

Passenger J.W. Lively, who was

traveling the full voyage from New
Orleans to Jefferson, and some
friends left the steamboat when it
arrived in Shreveport, and didn’t
get back on board. In 1921, he told
the Jefferson Jimplecute: “To this day
we don’t know, can’t explain why
we done it. But all at once we decid-
ed there to leave the Mittie Stephens
when she touched the bank, we
walked off and stood and watched
the boat back out to turn for
Jefferson whistling and blowing like
a bad bull, head for the ‘Narried’
and the big lake that was her last.”

Lively was fortunate, as was First
Clerk Cal F. Hayes. Shortly before
sailing from New Orleans (some
accounts say Shreveport), Hayes
became sick and was replaced by
Remer, a veteran clerk. Remer
would have no such luck.

At 4 pym, Captain Kellogg gave the
order to depart. On board were
more than 100 passengers and crew,
274 bales of hay, eight to ten kegs
of gunpowder, and $100,000 in gold
to pay Federal Reconstruction
troops stationed in Jefferson.

As the sun set on Twelve Mile
Bayou, torches were lit, and metal
cages were filled with burning pine"
knots that glowed red. A short while
later, the Mittie Stephens steamed
into Soda Lake. At 10 pm, she
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entered Caddo Lake (then also
known as Ferry, or Fairy, Lake)
through Willow Pass. From there,
the Mittie Stephens would travel
across the lake to Big Cypress Bayou
and dock in Jefferson.

Cloaked in mist, bald cypress and
Spanish moss, Caddo Lake straddles -
the Texas-Louisiana border. Indians
said the lake was formed when “the
earth trembled and had chills and
fever in the night” as the Great
Spirit, angry at a Caddo chief, low-
ered the land and covered it with
floodwaters. Some scientists suggest
the lake was indeed formed by the
New Madrid earthquake of
December 15, 1811. Others say the
lake existed long before.

Since the early 1840s, the lake had
helped connect Jefferson with the
Mississippi-Red River trade. A’ log-
jam, known as the Red River Raft,
thirty miles above Shreveport
backed up the waters of Big Cypress
and Caddo, allowing steamboat trav-
el to Jefferson. The city became
Texas’ principal riverport until
1873, when United States engineers
destroyed the raft and Caddo Lake’s
waters dropped dramatically, ending
Jefferson’s steamboat era.

At 11 pm, Captain Kellogg’s vessel
docked at Mooringsport, where
James C. Christian boarded and
retired to his cabin. Christian’s
grandson, ten-year-old Early Clayton
Christian, was supposed to accompa-
ny him to Jefferson, but the boy had
been sent home for a coat. By the
time he returned, the ship had
departed for Swanson’s Landing, a
port on the south shore of Caddo
Lake and the starting point for the
pre-Civil War Southern Pacific rail-
road.

The Mittie Stephens passed the
steamboat Dixie, whose captain,
Thornton Jacobs, had ordered her
tied up for the night.

Traveling by night, especially in
the eerie waters of Caddo Lake, had
elements of danger but was not
unheard of. Near Jeter’s Place (or
Landing), Louisiana, around mid-:
night, two and one-half miles below
Swanson’s Landing, pilot William
Swain and steersman Joe Lodwick
were alone in the pilothouse when
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Lodwick smelled something burn-
ing. Lodwick then saw smoke rising
from the tarps that covered the hay
on the larboard (loading) side of
the deck, apparently started from a
spark from one of the fire baskets.
Sounding the alarm, Lodwick and
Swain turned the Mittie Stephens
toward shore for an emergency
landing. Twenty feet from shore, the
bow hit bottom in three feet of

; ’ Author’s Photo
The fire aboard the Mittie Stephens broke out two and one-half miles below
Swanson’s Landing, Texas.

water, and the jarring impact sent
flames skyward. Crew members
immediately began fighting the con-
flagration, but fire spread rapidly,
torching hay bales, fuel wood, and
the wooden deck. Within five min-
utes, the Mittie Stephens became a
tinderbox. The stern of the boat
remained in deep water, and the
paddlewheels continued turning in
an effort to push the ship to shore.
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But the Mittie Stephens was a side-
‘wheeler, less effective in low water
than stern-wheel propulsion, and
thus the vessel became a victim of
her own design.

As passengers woke up to the fiery
nightmare, they were driven back by
out-of-control flames to the stern.
Swain and Lodwick were soon cut
off and forced to jump off the hurri-
cane deck and swim to shore.
Remembering the gunpowder, the
ship’s carpenter, Phillip Hill, hur-
ried into the hull and somehow
managed to toss the kegs overboard.

Meanwhile, six miles away aboard
the Dixie, Captain Jacobs saw the
flames and realized what was hap-
pening. With his ship’s boiler fires
out, Jacobs ordered part of the crew
to send a skiff to help the Mittie
Stephens while the rest fired the boil-
‘ers and tried to raise enough steam
to send the Dixie to the rescue.

On the burning steamboat, the
lifeboat was launched, but over-
crowding caused its lowering mech-
anism to jam. When fire burned the
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Photo by Permission of the Jefferson Historical Society Museum
The Mittie Stephens’ 300-pound bell was salvaged after the fatal fire and first found
a home at the Presbyterian Church in Vivian, Louisiana. :

tow lines, the yawl splashed near a
paddlewheel, was swamped and
drowned most, if not all, of its pas-
sengers. Terror swept through the
passengers who had to choose
“between a fiery death and leaping
into the chilly waters.” Some leaped
overboard only to be pulled into the
churning paddlewheels and crushed
to death. The Home Advocate of
Jefferson reported that “others sank
down in despair to be devoured by
the flames.” Many of those who
dived overboard drowned, some
blinded by the glare on the water,
others unsure which way lay shore.
Few knew how close they were to
land or how shallow the lake was
just a few yards away.

Recalled Lodwick: “The heart sick-
ens at the thought of the scenes that
ensued—men fighting madly for
something to cling to and sinking in
this death struggle to rise no more.
Who may tell the acts of selfishness
or deeds of heroism that were enact-
ed in that half hour of mortal
agony?”

One act of cowardice was reported
in The Home Advocate: “One lady pas-
senger begged her protector to
throw her overboard. His heart
failed him, and they remained
together till enveloped by the
flames, when he rushed from her
and escaped.” Furniture and any-
thing that would float was tossed
overboard as life preservers, but
most women could not be coaxed to
jump overboard.

Lodwick said, “... the women with
a strange infatuation, clung to the
burning boat and could not be
induced to leap overboard, their

- only means of excape [sic]. Only

four were saved, probably from
their being on the lower deck.” One
survivor “saw the poor creatures as
the flames swept over them, some
with outstretched arms and others
meekly yielding to the inevitable
death.”

Amelia “Meal” Jordan Lyon was no
exception. Seeing so many strug-
gling in the water below, Amelia’s
husband led her and her son to the
other side of the packet, but she
refused to jump. “Probably here her
fortitude forsook her as she shrunk
from making the leap, ” The Caddo
Gazette reported. “The delay was
fatal, for she and her little boy
swooned, suffocated with the smoke
and flames, and fell.” Heartbroken,
T. Lytt Lyon stayed with them until,
scorched by flames, he jumped or
fell overboard and was later rescued
by the Dixie's skiff “in an insensible
condition.”

By the time help arrived thirty .
minutes later, the Mittie Stephens was
a wreck as the fire burned out. With
forty-three survivors “in destitute
condition,” the Dixie steamed on to
Jefferson and returned to the scene
with grappling irons on Sunday to
search for more bodies and, per-
haps, survivors. Meanwhile, newspa-
pers began reporting the news and
eulogizing the dead.

“We are very much pained to see
among the list of those lost our
highly esteemed old friend, Capt.'
George R. Reemer [sic], who was
first clerk,” The Daily Picayune
reported February 16. “He was well
known, and much loved by all who
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knew him or ever had any dealings
with him, and in every sense an
honorable and honest man.”

" The Southwestern praised Christian,
one of the Mittie Stephens’last pas-
sengers, as “one of the oldest and
most respected citizens of this
parish.” The newspaper went on to
lament that “of the other ;;ersons
lost we had no personal acquain-
tance, but how the eye dims and the
cheek blanches as we glance over
the long list. Here we find father,
mother and three children in one
place, four of the same name in
another, two in another, &c., all of
whom found their last resting place
at the mid hour of night, by the
light of the burning wreck. Great
God, how inscrutable are thy ways!”

Drawing the most attention, how-
ever, was Amelia Lyon—“one death
which comes so directly home to
our heart,” the Gazette said. “We had
known and loved her from a little
child—poor ‘Meal.””

What were initially believed to be
the charred remains of Amelia and
son Frank were brought to -
Shreveport by steamboat, and a
large crowd attended the funeral.
Late that month, however, strong
winds whipped Caddo Lake, bring-
ing ten bodies “in a good state of
preservation and easily recognised

[sic]” to the surface. The sternwheel

packet Era No. 10 discovered the

- grizzly sight less than a mile from
the accident site. Three of the vic-

'~ tims were identified as Colonel W.A.

Broadwell, a prominent cotton

buyer from New Orleans; a Mr. Ash;

and, still wearing her wedding rings,

Amelia Lyon. Broadwell’s pocket *

watch had stopped at 2:25; Ash’s, at

1:05.

The exact number of dead was
never confirmed. Accounts range
from a low of fifty-six to a high of
seventy, but most cited sixty to sixty-
two. Christian’s'body was never
recovered. The $100,000 payroll was
reportedly transferred to the Dixie,
but legend spread that some of the
gold remained on board. .
Scavengers made off with what they
could from the Mittie Stephens. One
boiler was used in a cotton gin, and
the ship’s 300-pound bell, cast in
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William Raye’s foundry in Louisville,

Kentucky, went to the Presbyterian
church in Vivian, Louisiana, then to
Harold H. Huckabay’s Gilliam,
Louisiana, plantation, and, in 1971,
to the Jefferson (Texas) Historical
Society Museum. Parts of the wreck
could be seen until the early 1900s.
Finally, the wreckage disappeared.
In the early 1980s, attempts to
locate the Mittie Stephens in Caddo
Lake failed, but in 1993, the
remains of the ill-fated vessel were
found on dry land, once part of the
lake.

Was anyone to blame for the disas-
ter?

Captain Kellogg and his officers,
The Southwestern said, “behaved with
great coolness, and made every
effort in their power to save the pas-
sengers.” Kellogg escaped scrutiny, -
although The Caddo Gazette blamed
the tragedy on “the passions of the
American people for rapid transit,
reckless of life and limb....And with-
out wishing to cast unnecessary cen-
sure upon the captain of the Miitie
Stephens, it is certainly true that this

. disaster was the American system

worked out to its terrible accom-
plishment.”

The- disaster left scars, both physi-
cal and mental. Passenger William
Frederick Cobb, returning from a
visit to Tennessee, saw his left hand
“burned to a crisp,” and could never
straighten his fingers. Nor would Ke
ever travel by water to Tennessee.

Shortly after the disaster, Shreve-
port resident Julia Pleasants
Creswell was moved to write this
poem about the Mittie Stephens:

Oh! how gaily glided that fatal
craft,

As she steamed from our busy
wharf!

With her blue smoke-wreaths

curling fair abaft,
Like the flow of a maiden’s

scarf.

With the dense crowd packed in
the proud salon,
Wheeling off from our busy
mart
While her booming engines beat
like a tune

And the throb of a Human
heart.

Aye! we watched her speed up
the swelling bend,
Whence the royal Red flows
down,
Till the gas lamps flashed and
seemed to lend
Partial day to a smiling town.

But the steamer held on her
lonely way
To the heart of a drear lagoon,
Where the midnight hung with
its purple sway,
But not with a friendly moon.

When some demon dark burst
the doors of hell,
Whence the sweeping flames
shot forth,
And the lurid glare of horror
fell
On the lake and slumbering
earth.

Then the young and the gay,
and the old and grave,
Went down to.a common death
Went down in the red lake’s
chilly wave,
Swept by the flames fierce
breath!

For the angel face of the fairest
flower
That boomed on our river side
There is bursting grief in the
bridal bower

And tears that may not be dried.

Alas! alas! from cot and from
hall
From along our winding shore
We wait in vain for the glad foot-
fall
For feet that come no more.

And ever to me till my dying day
On my shuddering dreams will
break
A blazing craft, as she ploughed
her way
Like a fiend through a lurid
lake!

Joif
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t was a worried Henry Bauer who asked

neighboring ranchers to help search for

his missing twin sons, John and William.

The nineteen-year-old boys had gone
bear hunting that Sunday morning in the
heavily forested Satsop River Valley of western
Washington. The boys did not return the
evening of September 3, 1911, as planned.
Both were experienced hunters and knew the
aréa by heart. Fearing an accident, their par-
ents organized a search of the sparsely settled
area.

When no sign of the boys was found by
Monday, Chehalis County Sheriff Edward *
Payette was notified at his courthouse head-
quarters in Montesano, about twenty miles to
the south. He sent deputies Colin McKenzie
and Carl Schwartz to take over the search
using a bloodhound. By this time several per-
sons reported hearing shots at about 3:00 pm
on Sunday in the area where the boys were
hunting. This gave rise to the fear that they
had been mauled by a wounded bear. !

At noon on Tuesday the deputies made a
gruesome discovery. The twin’s bodies were
found in a shallow grave near the cabin
recently used by their uncle, John Tornow. A
wounded bear was found nearby and dis-
patched. The remains of a partly butchered
beef were nearby. William had been shot once
and John twice, their pockets turned out, their
guns and valuables taken.

By ALLEN P. BRISTOW
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Western Publications’ Archives

John Tornow, the “Phantom of the Forest.”
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John Tornow had apparently fled
with only the belongings he could
carry. A rancher with the posse

“identified the beef as his and signs
indicated it had been led into the
forest for slaughter. Slowly the
deputies pieced these elements into
an explanation of the tragedy. While

Tornow was butchering the stolen

beef a bear was attracted to the

scent of the offal. By chance, the
twins came upon the bear as it
approached Tornow and the beef.

~ Unaware of their uncle, they shot

and wounded the bear. Tornow,
unaware of the bear, thought he was
being fired upon. He returned fire
with his .30 caliber Winchester

Model 1895 rifle.

Finding that he had killed the
boys, Tornow hastily buried them
and fled. This self-defense theory
was conciliatory to Tornow.
Although he was a demented
recluse, his family was well respect-
ed and politically influential.

John Tornow was a six-foot, 240-
pound, thirty-one-year-old hermit _
who had roamed the forests of the
Upper Satsop for the past two years.
The youngest son of Fred Tornow,
an early Washington pioneer and
rancher, he twice had been commit-

AUGUST 1999

ted to an insane asylum in Portland,
Oregon. After his last release
Tornow disappeared into the forest
and was seen only occasionally by
his family, who furnished him with
food and ammunition. Fred Tornow
died shortly after his son was
released from the asylum, but John
refused to cooperate with the execu-
tor and the family’s estate was

. placed in limbo.

Deputies McKenzie and Schwartz
struck out after the fugitive, whose
trail led toward the upper Wynoo-
che River. Thus began a manhunt
that was to span nineteen months,
take the lives of four pursuers, and
cost a sheriff his reelection.

The rugged lower Olympic
Peninsula, sparsely populated by
ranchers, trappers, and loggers, pro-
vided a forest curtain behind which
Tornow disappeared. Few logging
roads led into this wilderness, and
they were designed for wagons.
Horses were impractical in the
dense forest and pursuers were
forced to proceed on foot whenever
they left the roads.

Sheriff Ed Payette, working from
his courthouse office in Montesano,
reorganized his posses. Deputy
McKenzie and some volunteers were

Author’s Collection

The Bauer twins, John and William, shortly before they
were reportedly murdered by John Tornow.

AT NOON ON TUESDAY
THE DEPUTIES MADE A
GRUESOME DISCOVERY.
THE TWIN’S BODIES
WERE FOUND IN A
SHALLOW GRAVE NEAR
THE CABIN RECENTLY
USED BY THEIR UNCLE,
JOHN TORNOW.

to continue the search near the
headwaters of the Wynooche River.

" Deputy Schwartz’s group concen-

trated on the forest area near
Deckerville, an area where Tornow
was recently seen. Payette also asked
that Chehalis County post a reward
for the apprehension of Tornow.
The request was denied because too
much was being spent on the man-
hunt and Tornow’s guilt was ques-
tionable.

The search slowly wore down.
Winter weather, the rugged forest,

“and lack of any trace of the fugitive

discouraged the posses. Sheriff
Payette finally pulled his men back
to Montesano and the effort was sus-
pended.

Then, in early March 1912, trap-
pers claimed to have sighted
Tornow. Deputies Colin McKinzie

-and Al Elmer set out for the upper

Wynooche to meet trappers Getty
and Blair at their camp. Once there
they were taken to a fresh elk kill
attributed to Tornow. They put their
dogs on the scent and tried to raise
Tornow’s trail. When McKenzie and
Elmer did not return to camp as
expected, Blair sent word to Sheriff
Payette. Deputies Carl Schwartz and
A.L. Fitzgerald were sent to search
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Montesano courthouse and sheriff's office, headquarters for the Tornow manhunt.

for the missing deputies. Shock
rocked the county on March 21
when news was received that the
bodies of McKenzie and Elmer had
been found in shallow graves. Both
had been shot and were stripped of
their possessions and weapons.
Evidence indicated they had been
ambushed as they approached
Tornow’s camp.

Sheriff Payette decided to person-
ally take charge of the manhunt. He
left for the upper Wynooche on
March 28 with a posse consisting of
volunteers from Aberdeen and
Montesano. A county reward of
$4,000 was finally authorized and
more was requested from
Washington Governor M.E. Hay.
The volunteers in the posse elected
not to be deputized in order to be
eligible for the reward.

This new posse was apprehensive
because Tornow was known to be an
excellent marksman and was now
additionally armed with Deputy
McKenzie’s Marlin Model 94 .25/20
carbine and his pistol, as well as the
shotgun and rifle taken from the
Bauer twins. Sheriff Payette instruct-
ed the posse to shoot Tornow on
sight. ;

Unfortunately, a late spring snow
hid all traces of Tornow. Exhausted
and footsore, the posse gave up the
search. There was some hope the
fugitive might succumb to frostbite
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since the few tracks found showed
his boots were tattered and his toes
were exposed. The months wore on
and there was no further sign of
Tornow. Volunteers lost interest and
deputies could only be occasionally
spared for the search.

Other events changed the tempo
of the manhunt. Sheriff Payette,
unable to apprehend Tornow, and
having lost two deputies in the
attempt, came-into public disfavor.
This was worsened when Mrs.
Henry Bauer, mother of the mur-
deréed twins, recalled incriminating
information. Two prospectors had
disappeared in 1910. Shortly there-
after Mrs. Bauer saw Tornow in pos-
session of their clothing and a small
bottle of gold. Rumors about others
who might have disappeared in the
forest became rampant. Trappers,
prospectors, ranchers, and loggers

“were afraid to enter the forest. On

top of this, Sheriff Payette was run-
ning for reelection.

Schelle Matthews, a blacksmith
from nearby Elma and a former
deputy sheriff, opposed Sheriff
Payette'in the election. He won by a
landslide and took office on
January 13, 1913. His sole campaign
promise was to get Tornow.

On Matthews’ first day in office

- he led a posse of political support-

ers on another search. It was their
hope that Tornow’s tracks could be

found in the fresh snowfall of the
most recent storm. They had no
more success than previous posses_
and returned to the Montesano
courthouse, exhausted and cha-
grined. The populace felt just as
unprotected as before the election.
Trapping and logging had all but
ceased in the area. Ranch families
sent their children to live in town
and no one moved in the forest
except the occasional manhunters
and the hunted. :
Then, in April 1913, a timber sur-
veyor brought information to
Sheriff Matthews that Tornow might

. be using an old shack about eight

miles from a Simpson Company log-
ging camp. Matthews rushed
Deputy Giles Quimby, his brother-
in-law, with two trappers to establish
a camp site in the vicinity of the
cabin. The trappers, Louis Blair and
Charles Lathrop, had served on pre-
vious posses. They declined to be
deputized as their goal was the
reward and county peace officers
could not legally receive it.

Matthews then began to organize
a larger posse and gather the provi-
sions, equipment, and transporta-
tion required to support it. They
expected to be two days behind
Quimby’s advance party as their
progress was impeded by the heavy
load. Muddy roads and bad weather
slowed them even more.

The delay made the trappers
impatient. Frustrated by waiting and
possibly to prevent others from
sharing in the reward, they con-
vinced Deputy Quimby that all
three should scout ahead and locate
the cabin. Quimby was reluctant
because Sheriff Matthews had
ordered them to wait at the base
camp until the larger posse arrived.
Finally succunbing to pressure,
Quimby left a note at the camp for
Sheriff Matthews and the three set
off to locate the cabin.

Many miles later they found the
small lake that was reported to be
near the cabin. The trail split and it

.was decided that the trappers would

scout one branch while Quimby

went up the other. Just as they were
separating, John Tornow rose like a
phantom from behind fallen timber
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and opened fire on Blair and
Lathrop. Tornow, using Deputy
McKenzie’s .25/20 Marlin carbine,
was so close that he could almost
touch them with the-muzzle. Blair
fell with a bullet in his head.
Lathrop fired wildly as he pitched
backwards, mortally wounded.

Tornow then turned the carbine
on Quimby, who had started up the
other trail. Quimby returned fire as
fast as he could lever rounds
through his Winchester Model 94
rifle. Tornow was shielded behind a
tree and only his head and shoulder
were exposed as he fired. When
Quimby’s rifle was empty he fled
back down the trail to reload, feel-
ing that he had hit Tornow with at
lgast one shot.

Not a sound could be heard in the
forest. Quimby was sure his compan-
ions were dead. He was alone and
pitted against an awesome killer.
Should he return to resume the
fight...or should he rush back to
camp and guide the main posse to
the scene...if they ever arrived?
Some say fear triumphed, others
that common sense prevailed, but
whatever the motivation, Quimby
ran back toward the base camp. He
arrived there three hours later,
exhausted and in a state of shock.

When the main posse arrived one
can only imagine the conversation
between Sheriff Matthews and
Deputy Quimby. The sheriff’s own
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Tornow.

brother-in-law had disobeyed in-
structions and two more men had
perished. Taking a team of dogs to
prevent ambush, the posse was led
back to Tornow’s.cabin by the
shamefaced .Quimby. :

They approached with great cau-
tion because although Quimby felt
he had hit Tornow, they knew noth-
ing can be more dangerous than a
wounded lunatic. Sheriff Matthews,
taking the lead behind the dogs, was
the first to discover the bodies. Blair
and Lathrop lay almost touching
and Tornow was only a few feet
away. He was crumpled behind the
same tree he used for cover when
shooting at Quimby. Tornow had
been hit twice, a massive head
wound and a shot through the
shoulder. Apparently one of :
Quimby’s .30 caliber bullets had
penetrated the tree, expanded, and
then struck Tornow’s head. Tor- -
now’s. Model 95 Winchester, for
which he had no ammunition,
McKenzie’s pistol, and Marlin car-
bine lay at his side.

It took the posse two days to com-
pletely search the area for evidence
and remove the bodies to the Simp-
son logging camp, where they were
hauled to Montesano. Tornow’s
cabin held incriminating evidence
including Deputy McKenzie’s watch,
Deputy Elmer’s rifle, and shotgun
shells taken from the Bauer twins. -
Sheriff Matthews felt Tornow had
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Deputy Giles Quimby following the gunfight with John

WHEN QUIMBY’S RIFLE
WAS EMPTY HE FLED
BACK DOWN THE TRAIL
TO RELOAD, FEELING
THAT HE HAD HIT
TORNOW WITH AT
LEAST ONE SHOT.

buried caches of other stolen arms
and property but none were found.
As posse members moved about
the area they discovered how
Tornow was alerted and able to set
up the ambush. The small frogs in
the lake ceased their croaking
whenever anyone came along the

. trail.

John Tornow was clad in many lay-
ers of filthy clothing. It was decided
not to strip his body for a thorough
search until the autopsy. It was
noted that he was wearing a pair of
new boots that had been slit to fit
his large feet. Loggers on the posse
claimed the boots belonged to a -
Blakely Mills employee who had
been missing for two months. Thus
a lumberjack as well as two prospec-
tors may also have been Tornow’s
victims.

When the bodies finally reached
Montesano the incident had
received wide publicity. Reporters
from major newspapers swarmed
around the autopsy, the sheriff’s
office, and Tornow’s funeral.
Charles Lathrop’s body was shipped
to Bristol, Vermont, where his fami-
ly arranged a funeral. Louis Blair’s
remains were returned to his par-
ents at Centralia, Washington.
Although these men died in an
attempt to capture John Tornow,
they received little publicity and no
portion’'of the reward, nor could
their survivors share in it.

¥
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Giles Quimby proved to be an
enigma. Not firm enough to con-
vince Blair and Lathrop that they
should not, against Sheriff
Matthew’s orders, leave camp to
scout Tornow’s cabin, he showed .
strong resolve during the ambush.
Then, although he believed Tornow
had been hit, he lacked the meddl
to finish the fight. :

Immediately after the incident,
Quimby was cloaked in praise and
sought out for interviews. He was
even approached by a vaudeville
company to act in a play based on
Tornow’s end. Negotiations on the
reward money began, and although
Quimby was ineligible for the coun-
ty’s $4.000, he tried to claim the

state portion.

Then, when Tornow’s family and
their friends put on a strong show-
ing at his funeral, Quimby began to
worry. There was now some support,

-among those who had known the

Tornow family since the 1880s, for
the theory that poor demented
John Tornow was only defending
himself against those who he
thought were trying to take him
back to the insane asylum. There
was even some comment that the
killing of Tornow was wrong
because he was insane, did not
know right from wrong, and there
was no proof that he killed the
Bauer twins. Now the evil “Phantom
of the Forest” was beginning to

Author’s Collection

John Tornow’s body and his nearly new logger’s boots, probably taken from one of

his victims. ~
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assume a saintly image.

Quimby became concerned that
he might be accused of murder in
the future when Tornow’s transgres-
sions became obscured by legend.
In a surprise announcement Deputy
Quimby demanded to be tried for
murder at once, so that his acquittal
on justifiable grounds would be a
bar to future prosecution. County
Attorney A.E. Cross and Sheriff
Matthews counseled against such a
course, and the advice proved
sound because no legal action was
ever taken against Quimby who
quickly faded into obscurity.

After the autopsy, John Tornow’s
body was prepared for burial. The
filth was washed away, he was shaved
and groomed by the undertaker
and dressed in an expensive suit
provided by his family. Although
Tornow lived in poverty during his
final years he was not a poor man.
His worth was estimated as high as
$6,000, not including his share of
the family real estate. No expense
was spared at his funeral and burial
which took place on April 20, 1913.

Tornow’s body was viewed by near-
ly 1,500 persons and then it was
taken by caravan to the family ceme-
tery two miles north of their ranch

‘on the Satsop River. He was buried

next to his parents and the Bauer
twins.

Public interest in the tragic tale
resurfaced from time to time. In
1987 a ceremony was held in the
Tornow cemetery and a néw head-
stone was dedicated. Present were
family descendants and local history
buffs. Newspapers reported that
speeches described John Tornow as
an alleged murderer against whom
no proof was ever found and who
was gunned down; perhaps
Quimby’s premonition was right
after all. :

The new headstone was engraved:

JOHN TORNOW
SEPT 4, 1880
APRIL 16, 1913
FROM LONER - TO OUTCAST
TO FUGITIVE
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West: Don’t gamble with your money, or your time. True West & Old West deliver only
the best in western history, month after month. None of that fancy western fashion, or
flashy western art stuff. True West & Old West deliver the WEST, as it was, and as it
should be. Gritty, action-packed, and as fast as a greased faro shoe. Lay down your cards.
Subscribe to Tirue West & Old West today. It’s a winner!

r——————————————————————————————————————-—————-
|
I

-l

Start my SUbSCfiptiOIl tOday ! g SiiseACk/money order enclosed:

O MasterCard O Amex
Card No. ;

Expiration Date

|
i
o
el

| O TRUE WEST for 2 years (24 issues)—just $49.00.

: O TRUE WEST for 1 year (12 issues) @ $27.95 & TRUE WEST gift
! Y 8

I subscription for 1 year. Total cost: $55.90. ;

I 0 OLD WEST for 3 years (12 issues) @ $27.95 & OLD WEST gift

Signatures Aioe D SR iy

Your Name "z o

: subscription for 3 years. Total cost: $55.90. Addess s sisiv il

I d TRUE WEST for 1 year (12 issues) & OLD WEST for 1!/ years iy Ll sl S5 Qi 0 AT R
: (6 issues). REDUCED RATE of only $37.95!

| 9 TRUE WEST for 1 year (12 issues) @ $27.95. Gift to_ % Sybw
I Q OLD WEST for 3 years (12 issues) @ $27.95. l Address®: o iy : SRR
I 0 OLD WEST for 1'/2years (6 issues) @ $15.00. by oo o B el S T

I WESTERN.PUBLICATIONS 4 P.O. Box 2107 # Stillwater, OK 74076-2107

TOLL FREE USA: 1-800-749-3369
405-743-3370 4+ 405-743-3374 FAX

Email: mail@westemPublicalions.com 4 Website: www.westernpublications.com TWAug99 |
Canada & Mexico, add $2.50 per six issues. All other countries, add $3.50 per six issues. Canadians, add 7% GST. U.S. funds only. Thank you.

!

|

!

e 0 S i e ot o e s s s 8 i s s e T



Crazy Horse

Crazy Horse. By Larry McMurtry.
(Viking Press, Penguin Putnam Inc.,
375 Hudson Street, New York, New
York 10014. Bibliography. 141
pages. $19.95 Cloth.)

An epic struggle between two dia-
metrically opposed cultures ex-
plodes across the majestic, unbro-
ken beauty of the northern plains.
The fate of a people hinges on the
outcome, and amidst the whirlwind
one warrior emerges from the car-

' nage untouched. Guided by a
dream his name becomes a rallying
cry in battle, inspiring the Sioux to
fight against overwhelming odds.

This is the image that remains of
the Oglala War Chief Crazy Horse
and has inspired the first in a series
of short biographies published by
Penguin Lives. Novelist Larry
McMurtry puts his formidable liter-
ary talents to work in pursuit of the

elusive warrior and effectively lifts
the shroud of mystery surrounding
this solitary man of the Sioux. The
early childhood years are well cov-
ered and McMurtry accurately
depicts the customs and hierarchy
prevalent in Sioux society during
the mid-nineteenth century. The
young Oglala was a loner and avoid-
ed participation in the rituals of
youth such as the sun dance. This
marked him as strange among his
people, but as the author points
out, the Sioux were tolerant and
respected the need for individuality.
The Gratten massacre in 1854 pro-
pelled the youth in search of a
vision in which his prowess as a
great warrior was foretold. The
author ties the two events together
in a logical, carefully constructed
manner that shows much insight
into Indian-military relations. The
pure historican may find

McMurtry’s approach to be rather
simplistic, but his conclustions are
sound and well-researched. This is
evident in his account of a Sioux
raid on the Araphoes, in which the
youthful warrior killed two enemies
and was honored by receiving the
name of his father, Crazy Horse.
The powerful imagery of the
Great Plains is captured by
McMurtry in all its diversity and
granduer. It was in this setting that
Crazy Horse experienced the rites
of warfare, first against other tribes
and then inevitably against the
incursion of whites. This particular
chapter would have been enhanced
by the inclusion of maps in order to
supplement the fine text. In 1866,
Crazy Horse was instrumental in
decoying Captain William
Fetterman and his troops to their
death near Fort Phil Kearny,
Wyoming. This fight was a classic

ad
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example of the tactics employed by
Crazy Horse in battle and the
author’s representation of
Fetterman’s attitude toward the
Plains Indians is right on the mark.
McMurtry is able to sum up govern-
ment Indian policy of the time in
one illuminating sentence, “Unable
to decide between peace and war,
the government tried both at once.”
One of the strengths of the book is
the author’s firm handle on military
politics and his ability to convey
them in a condensed form. The
events and people that helped
shape Crazy Horse’s life, such as his
love for the married Black Buffalo
Woman and death of his half broth-
er, Little Hawk, are carefully consid-
ered. This results in giving Crazy
Horse added dimension and con-
tributes to our knowledge of the
man behind the warrior.

In 1874, gold was discovered in
the Black Hills, which set in motion
an effort by the government to buy
the land from the Sioux the follow-
ing year. Crazy Horse was adamantly
opposed to the deal, and the author
offers an interesting comparison to s
the pragmatic Red Cloud, who
favored the sale because he knew
the whites would take it anyway. It is
in this chapter that the continued
resistance of Crazy Horse’s band
seems especially futile and the deci-
sion not to negotiate led directly to
a military campaign against the hos-
tiles in 1876. There is one particu-
larly glaring mistake in dating the .
origin of Grant’s order to the hos-
tiles as 1871, when in reality it came
in 1875. McMurtry provides an accu-
rate and well balanced account of
the Battle of the Rosebud between
General George Crook’s column
and forces under the combined
leadership of Crazy Horse and
Sitting Bull. The author renders
Crazy Horse in all his fighting glory,
riding headlong into Crook’s battle
lines and effectively dispersing the
troops. The bravery of Shoshoni
and Crow scouts under Crook is also
well depicted. This battle was a con-
tributing factor in what was to occur
eight days later at the place the
Sioux called the Greasy Grass. On
June 25, 1876, Lieutenant Colonel
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George Custer and five companies
of the Seventh Cavalry were
destroyed by a force of Sioux and
Cheyenne warriors at the Little
Bighorn in Montana. The author is
most astute in stating that no partic-
ular Indian participant determined
the end result of the battle; rather it
was determined by Custer’s negli-
gent actions coupled with the sheer
number of warriors engaged.
McMurtry’s interpretation of this
mythic battle is stripped of all its
romance and is well thought out.
The last days of Crazy Horse
remain a storm of controversy and
confusion. The author does a good

job in depicting the distrust and
outright hatred Crazy Horse was
subjected to by the military and
especially by his own people, which
culminated in his death. McMurtry
covers the varied eyewitness
accounts of the incident in a logical,
coherent presentation. Larry
McMurtry has written a remarkable
portrait of the legendary Crazy
Horse and has made an important
contribution to a better understand-
ing of the man and his life. The
publishers are to be congratulated
for making the story of Crazy Horse
available to a wide readership.—
Chris Roberts, Brooklyn, New York.
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California Vintner

Strong Wine: The Life and Legend of
Agoston Haraszthy. By Brian McGinty.
(Stanford University Press, Stanford,
California 94305-2235. Illustrations,
footnotes, bibliography. 579 pages.
$65.00 Cloth, $24.95 Paper.)

Although there are revisionists
even in the small literary cul de sac
that is wine history, writers who
downgrade Haraszthy’s importance
to western agriculture, to most of us
he remains the Father of California
Winemaking. :

True, the Franciscan padres
brought grapevines to the coast as
early as 1769, and individuals in
Sonoma (General Vallejo) and
Napa Valley (George Yount) grew
grapes long before him. But it was
Haraszthy who got viticulture start-
ed as a commercial success, an
industry, a big business in California
around 1857. S

Haraszthy was (is?) a controver-
sial figure, like Captain John Sutter.

» But, unlike the latter, this is the first

book-length study of him.

The author spent six years of
research and writing, in both
Europe and the United States. After
perhaps a bit of a slow start for west-
erners, detailing his subject’s
European ancestry, McGinty’s narra-
tive becomes an interesting one. It
is also illustrated and beautifully
footnoted. And his bibliography is
marvelous. Every entry bears a brief
evaluative annotation.

The author could have been the
very worst person to finally write a

. biography of the viticultural pio-

neer. For, despite his Gaelic
moniker, McGinty is actually his sub-
ject’s great-great grandson! But, for-
tunately for us, he did not take up
his pen to flatter or defend his
ancestor, but to carefully sort out
the real facts from the “Haraszthy
Legend.”

In a well-told story, McGinty
traces Haraszthy from Hungary to
his pioneering of Sauk City in
Wisconsin; his overland journey to
California in 1849 via the Santa Fe

and Gila trails; his time in San
Diego as sheriff and as an Indian
fighter; his tenure in the state’s leg-
islative assembly; and his controver-
sial career in San Francisco. In
Wisconsin, San Diego, and San
Francisco his vineyards failed. Not
till he reached Sonoma did he find
the right combination of soil, cli-
mate, and vines. Haraszthy’s Buena
Vista estate became the largest vine-
yard in the world. By his example,
his'leadership, he put California “on
the map” as wine country. But the
pioneer overextended himself, and
debts and mortgages drove him to
bankruptcy.

Aging and broke, but still vigor-
ous, the entrepreneur bounced
back with a sugar plantation, rum
distillery, and sawmill ir* Nicaragua.
But he suddenly disappeared in
1869, almost without a trace. His
body was never found, but a tell-tale
broken limb on a downed tree used
as a footbridge across a stream, led
to the conclusion that the colorful
westerner had died a horrible
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death—whether drowned or not—
eaten by alligators. And if he, some-
how, made it to the river’s mouth, to
be devoured by the ocean’s
sharks.—Richard H. Dillon, Mill

- Valley, California.

Oregon Women

More Than Petticoats: Remarkable
Oregon Women. By Cayle C. Shirley.
(Falcon Publishing Co., Inc, PO Box
1718, Helena, Montana 59624.
Photographs, bibliography, index.
140 pages. $9.95 Paper.)

Western history buffs—most of
them male—sometimes forget that
history is not made by men alone.
That’s a point well made by author
Gayle Shirley in her latest book,
More Than Petticoats: Remarkable
Oregon Women.

Shirley’s book explores the lives
of ten little-known women whose
talents and determination accelerat-
ed change and growth in the
Oregon west. It also illustrates the
fact that women have a long tradi-
tion of ignoring restrictions, even
when to do so invites ridicule.

A chapter on Bethenia Owens-
Adair provides a fine example. Here
is 2 woman who had a burning
desire to become a doctor, an occu-
pation considered too grisly, too
physically demanding for a female.
Yet, she not only completes the nec-
essary schooling, but also she proves
such competency that even her
male counterparts are forced to
capitulate. s

Another heroine from Shirley’s
book is Lola Greene Baldwin, who
earned her fame through becoming
the first policewoman in the coun-
try.

Ms. Baldwin believed in preventa-
tive measures and was a familiar fig-
ure on the streets of Portland,
Oregon, where her prime focus was
directed toward helping young
women in distress. Lola had a man-
sized job, considering the number
of dancehalls and gin joints lining
the city blocks. She viewed the c¢hal-
lenges and never flinched, helping
locate shelter and legitimate job
opportunities for hundreds of girls,

These two great Oregon women,
share the 140 pages of Shirley’s
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book with eight others. My favorite,
I believe is Hazel Hall, a promising
young poet, whose severe physical
limitations could not imprison her
spirit. (After completing the chap-
ter, I immediately went to northwest
Portland to visit the family home
and the poetry garden that stands as
a tribute to the tragic wordsmith.)

Gayle Shirley’s book contains
some nice historic photos, an index,
and bibliography. It’s a good jump-
ing off spot for researchers who

might feel enticed to dig deeper
into the backgrounds of one or two
of these notable women, and a good
gift for a mother to give a daughter.
After all, pioneer women have too
often been typecast as either school
marms or prostitutes. More Than
Petticoats does much to dispell that
myth.—Jan Holden, Vancouver,
Washington.
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OKLAHOMBRES

The Association for the Preservation of
Lawman and Outlaw History in Oklahoma

Presents The

LAWMAN and OUTLAW

Research Rendezvous
July 24th - 26th, 1999

National Cowboy Hall of Fame
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

at the

Three days of informative field
trips, lectures, and programs fo-
cusing on the.life of Oklahoma
lawman BILL TILGHMAN, the
lawmen he rode with, and the out-
laws they pursued.

Including:

* Robert Barr Smith, author of
“Daltons!”

* Art Burton, author of “Black, Red, and
Deadly”

* Julia Galonska, Historian, Ft. Smith
National Historic Site

* Nancy Samuelson, author of “Shoot
From the Lip”

* Bill Tilghman’s 1915 silent movie
“Passing of the Oklahoma Outlaw”

* Issues of the Oklahombres Journal, fea-
turing research by members of

Oklahombres published from 1989
through 1999

* Discussions of the new TNT fea-
ture film “Y ou Know My Name”

based on the life of Bill Tilghman

* Oklahoma Historical Society staff
members with information on law

and order materials in the OHS ar-
chives

* Guides to researching Oklahoma
lawman and outlaw history, authors
of books on law and order in Okla-
homa, and much, much more.

For registration information
write to: Ron Trekell, 8286
East 34th Street, Tulsa, OK
74145-1427

Or visit our web site at:
http://www.oklahombres.org/
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General Nelson A. Miles

This is a special topic for me as the
request for information about
General Nelson Miles comes, from
Jose M. Caldas, San Antonio, Texas.
During recent weeks, we have had
several discussions about family and
the Old West. His interest in Miles
comes naturally. I wish I could share

- his complete letter, but it is here in
part: ‘

“Reading, for the first time, vari-
ous issues of True West, has brought
pleasant memories of my childhood."
In 1928-30, when I was 5-7 years old,
my paternal grandfather, Don Juan
Caldas-Sola, and I would sit on the
ramparts of the road leading to the
San Juan Gate, Puerto Rico, where 1
was born. While leisurely waiting for
fish to take our bait, he would read
to me similar western stories from
Blue Book and Argosy magazines. He
was very good at translating such sto-

<§>O ANSWER MAN By CHUCK PARSONS

ries simultaneously from English to
Spanish. ha

“Now, my ‘job’ of reading these
stories to the youngest of grandchil-
dren is much easier for even my 6-
year-old grandson, who was born in
Texas, understands English thor-
oughly, anid enjoys some of the
selections I make of suitable stories
from True West.

“Aside from thanking you for
introducing me to True West, 1 have
a question regarding the well known
General Nelson Miles, famous for
the action at Wounded Knee. I am
very interested in finding a factual
and complete history of the life of this
gentleman soldier, for at one time he,
and the troops under his command,
touched the lives of my family.

“It is well known that Puerto Rico
was a colony of Spain from the time
it was discovered by Columbus until
November 25, 1897, when, by Royal

Decree, it was granted autonomy
guaranteeing governing bodies
elected by the local residents.
Because the Spanish-American War
was looming, as a result of the
explosion of the boilers of the war-
ship Maine, the cabinet did not
meet until July 13, 1898. Municipal
elections did not take place because
of that war.

“Puerto Rico, an island depending
on shipping for the movements of
food and goods, was blockaded by
the U.S. Navy, which, under Rear
Admiral William T. Sampson, was
bombarded in May. While the local |
populace debated whether the
Greater Antilles, of which Puerto
Rico was one, should be independ-
ent or become part of the USA, the
U.S. Army had foreseen the need to
establish defensive bases in Puerto
Rico to protect the channel which

‘became the Panama Canal.
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“While still on the high seas,
General Miles decided to land at
the southwest corner, Guanica Bay,
which was heavily guarded. Miles

landed on Guanica on July 25, 1898;

he and the army was received three
days later at Ponce as liberators.

“During that period there were
several groups of men who would
hide behind blackened faces and
who took advantage of the chaos.
These men, known as tiznaos, were
nothing more than criminals.

“My paternal grandfather, Don
Antonio Fillat-Bastidas, a retired
Spanish soldier, worked as overseer
on the Serralles sugar cane planta-
tion in a small town east of Poncé.
His wife, my grandmother, had
given birth on August 2, 1889, to a
baby girl named Angela, who
became my mother. The day follow-
ing the invasion my grandmother,
who taught the children of the farm
workers, was told by several of them
that a group of local tiznaos planned
to kill her, her husband and chil-
dren. She informed her husband
and in the dark of night they
packed the children and essential
possessions in a two-horse buggy
and raced toward the invading U.S.
Army camped in the putskirts of
Ponce. It was there that General
Miles gave them protection, shelter
and food. Because of this personal
connection with my family I am
seeking information on General
Miles.”

There is a great deal of literature
on Miles; in fact two books were
written by him: Personal Recollections
and Observations of General Nelson A.
Miles (1896) and Serving the Republic
(1911). A full length biography, The
Unregimented General: A Biography of
Nelson A. Miles, by Virginia M.
Johnson, was published in 1980 by
The Arthur H. Clark Company.

For a brief summary of Miles’ life
one can do.no better than read the
seven-page entry in Bill O’Neal’s
Fighting Men of the Indian Wars, pub-
lished by Barbed Wire Press (1991).
Miles, born August 8, 1839, in
Ma‘ssachusetts, earned his first com-
mission as a sergeant in the Civil
War in 1861. During the war he was
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wounded four times, fighting in all
the important engagements of the
Army of the Potomac, and earning
the Medal of Honor. By October
1865 he was a major general of vol-
unteers. For the next fifteen years
he was engaged against a variety of
Indian tribes on the American
plains. He fought Kiowas,
Comanches, and Southern
Cheyennes during the Red River
War, then in the winter campaign of
1876-77 pursued the Sioux under
Sitting Bull to the Canadian border.

In the 1880s he engaged the
Apaches, and in September 1886,
he accepted the surrender of
Geronimo. After the Indian Wars
were essentially over he found
action again during the Spanish-
American War. He did lead the
operation against Puerto Rico,
although it received very little
notice by the press or the American
public. It seems somehow appropri-
ate that the old general, who had
fought Confederates in the 1860s
and Indians during the 1870s and
1880s, then leading his men against
the Spanish in the late 1890s, died
at Washington, D.C., while listening
to the National Anthem at a
Ringling Brothers Circus perform-
ance on May 25, 1925. He is buried
in Arlington National Cemetery.

Forgotten Feud Victims

Wayne Purcella, Lovelady, Texas ,
has been a student of the Sutton-
Taylor Feud for some time. He
writes that in several of his sources
he has come across the name of
Mark Taylor, but has found nothing
other than his name. Who was he?

Although there may have been a
Mark Taylor in the family, I believe
the Taylor in question was really
Martin, or Mart Taylor, who was def-
initely a victim during the feud.

Martin Luther Taylor was born
February 16, 1843, and died from
lead poisoning November 23, 1869.
He was the first-born son of Rufus
and Elizabeth (Lowe) Taylor. Taylor

" and his father- in-law, W.B. “Dave”

Morris, were both killed by Sutton
sympathizers, probably for no
“crime” other than because they
were of the Taylor faction. The dou-
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ble killing occurred in McMullen
County, Texas. ;

Mr. Purcella has also found some
sources name a Rube Taylor as the
city marshal of Cuero, which was the
unofficial “center” of the Sutton-
Taylor Feud. He also has found no
information about this individual.

Again, errors have caused wasted
time. The city marshal of Cuero was
Reuben Houston Brown, not Taylor,
and he also was killed in the feud.
Born on November 28, 1851, the
son of Miriam and T. Josephine
Brown, Reuben was shot to death
on November 18, 1875, while he
dealt cards in a Cuero saloon. No
one was ever formally charged with
his killing, but it was generally
accepted the murderers were Bill
Taylor, cousin Jim Taylor, A.R.
Hendricks, and perhaps one or two
others. Brown’s was just another
killing of the feud.

Working for Judge Parker?

Deborah K. Casto, Poca, West
Virginia, has been trying to find
information on deputy United
States Marshal James Pettigrew, who
worked out of Judge Isaac Parker’s
Fort Smith, Arkansas, federal*court.
She is attempting to find family
information because she believes
this man was her great-great grand-
father. 5

I recently had the opportunity to
examine the oaths of deputy mar-
shals now preserved in the National
Archives Branch at Fort Worth,
Texas. This list, which is not 100
percent complete, did not contain
the name of James Pettigrew.

However, in S.W. Harmon’s classic
Hell on the Border: He Hanged Eighty-
Eight Men, the first serious study of
Parker’s court, Pettigrew is identi-
fied as a jailor for Judge Parker. In
addition, after half-breed outlaw
Jack Spaniard was arrested on
March 25, 1888, for the murder of
Deputy William Irwin, he was deliv-
ered to Fort Smith by Pettigrew.
_ Another outlaw who surrendered to
Pettigrew was Tom Root, although it
is not clear if Pettigrew arrested him
or merely took him to jail. Serving
as a jailor, Pettigrew would not have
been required to take the oath of
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deputy U.S. marshal.

A Harper’s Ferry Weapon
Lendon L. Wright, Bailey, Colo-
rado, purchased a weapon bearing
the manufacturer’s imprint of

“Harpers Ferry 1812.”

“The barrel of the gun has been
shortened; I was told this was proba-
bly done to facilitate its use as a
hunting weapon...by its owner. It is
not in operating condition but is in
good restorative condition.” Any
comments? Value?

I have found very little on this
matter. Harper’s Ferry is in north-
eastern West Virginia, settled in
1733 by Peter Stephens. Robert
Harper purchased it in 1747 and
established a ferry across the

Potomac, hence the name. Congress

established an arsenal there in 1796.

When the Lewis and Clark expedi-
tion was obtaining supplies, Har-
per’s Ferry provided rifles, rifle
slings, powder horns, bullet molds,
spare parts and tools, and over a
hundred pounds of powder.

It became a principal milling,
manufacturing, and transportation
center and a major town in the area
prior to the Civil War. It was made a
household word by John Brown’s
raid in 1859. The object of course
was that there was an arsenal there,
and the gun now owned by Mr.
Wright was at one time stored at
Harper’s Ferry arsenal.

During the Civil War there were
nine major engagements fought
there, and by war’s end Harper’s
Ferry was in ruins. Further damage
nearly wiped it out entirely by flood-
ing. It was declared a national park
in 1944 and today there are some
300 inhabitants.

I have no idea as to the value of a
weapon with “Harper’s Ferry 1812”
stamped on it; a reputable antique
gun dealer could undoubtedly pro-

vide that information.
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' The Magical Touring Sack of Flour

he gold rush towns of
I California and Nevada com-
monly were treacherous
places with desperate men greedily

battling for mine claims and gold
nuggets. But those rugged gold and

By Richard Bauman

That was certainly the case when
Reuel Gridley brought his “Sani-
tation Sack of Flour” to town. The
flag-trimmed, fifty-pound sack of
flour drew money from pockets and
purses the way nails spring to a mag-

silver hunters could sometimes be net.

mighty generous, too.

Yet the moneymaking sack of
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flour, Gridley’s self-appointed mis-
sion, and the funds his seemingly
magical sack of flour raised for the
care of wounded Civil War soldiers
wouldn’t have happened if it hadn’t
been for an obscure mayoral elec-
tion in April of 1864.

The war between the states was
raging in the South, and miners in
California and Nevada wanted to
share in the glory of battle. On the
other hand, their patriotic fervor
wasn’t so all consuming that they
would abandon their quest for
overnight wealth to join the army.

Then, at 10 o’clock on the morn-
ing of April 20, 1864, the battle-
fields of the South were brought
into the middle of the silver mines
and goldfields of the West. And
wealthy miners suddenly had a way
to share in the Civil War.

A few-weeks earlier Reuel Gridley,
a local storekeeper in Clifton,
Nevada, had made a bet with anoth-
er resident, Dr. H.S. Herrick, on the
outcome of the mayoralty race in
the newly chartered town of Austin,
Nevada. Being from Missouri, Grid-
ley bet on the Democratic candi-
date, David E. “Uncle Dave” Buel—
also from Missouri. Some suggested
his sympathies lay with the
Confederacy. :

Whether he was pro-Confederacy

" or not, Buel was an imposing fellow

according to the June 1864, Harper’s
Magazine. “Six-feet-four and large in
proportion without a fault, save that
of being always on the wrong side
and with a frank, generous, offhand
way about him, that was wonderfully
attractive to the honest miners.”

The other candidate was Charles
Holbrook, a store owner in Austin.
He was one of Austin’s leading mer-
chants, a Republican, and without
question pro-Union.

The terms of the Gridley-Herrick
bet were a bit bizarre. If Buel was
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elected, Herrick was to carry a fifty-
pound sack of flour from Upper
Austin to Clifton. Conversely, if
Holbrook won the election, Gridley
was committed to toting the sack of
flour from Clifton to Upper Austin.
Either way it was a one and a half-
mile hike for the loser, with the bur-
" dening sack of flour.

In addition to the humiliation of
carrying the sack of flour, the loser
was to be accompanied by a brass
band playing one of two tunes,
either “Dixie” or “John Brown’s
Body.” The former was to be played
for Herrick, and the latter for
Gridley’s march. Lastly, the sack of
flour was to be presented to the
winning candidate.

Buel lost the election.

Thus, a strange little procession
formed on the main street of

. Clifton, April 20, 1864. A sack of
flour trimmed with bunting and
Union flags, sat on a table. As the
Austin Brass Band struck up “John
Brown’s Body,” a popular union
marching song, Gridley hoisted the
sack of flour to his shoulder and
grimly set off for Upper Austin.

By the time he got to the granite
building that housed the saloon
and hardware store belonging to
the newly elected mayor, Charlie
Holbrook, the population of both
Clifton and Austin were cheering
Gridley on.

Gridley marched up to the front
door of Holbrook’s store, and
plopped the flour sack onto an up-
ended dry goods box. He dusted off
his shoulder, and said with a grin,
“All right, Charlie, there’s your
flour.”

“Much obliged, Reuel, but I don’t
have any need of fifty pounds of
flour,” replied a straight- faced
Holbrook. The irony of it all set off
a roar of laughter from the crowd.

For a moment Gridley stood
there. Then he jerked the flour sack
over his head and yelled, “All right,
you’ve had your fun. Now let’s see
who’ll do the most for the wounded
soldiers. We’ll put this flour up for
auction. All proceeds go to the
Sanitary Commission.”

The United States Sanitary
Commission, essentially an early ver-
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sion of the Red Cross, cared for
wounded Union soldiers. Supported
entirely by public contributions, it
even got sizable sums from south-
erners because the commission can-
sistently harassed Washington offi-
cials,when it found southern prison-
ers being neglected.

Gridley slammed the sack of flour
back onto the dry goods box and
dug into his pocket. “My opening
bid is $200,” he called. “Do I hear
$2102”

Not more than a few minutes later
the sack of flour was sold to T.B.
Wade, a milliner; for a bid of $350.
But Wade didn’t want the flour, so
he told Gridley to auction it again.

Gridley sold it again...and
again...and again. Over and over
that afternoon and next day, he auc-
tioned the sack of flour. In two days
he collected $4,549.80 for the
Sanitary Commission.

In just a few days, word of the fab-
ulous, fundraising sack of flour
spread through California and
Nevada. Telegrams from miners and
civic leaders all over the West
poured into Gridley’s store asking
for a chance to bid on the sack of
flour.

Gridley willingly shipped the sack
off on a first-come, first-served basis,
but without Gridley as auctioneer
the sack of flour seemed to lose its
magic.

Overcome with a strange compul-
sion, Gridley felt obliged to travel
with the sack of flour. He left his
store in the hands of his partners,
flung the flour sack on to a west
bound stagecoach and set out to
“sell” his sack of flour.

Paying his own expenses, he first
took the sack to Silver City, Gold
Hill, and Virginia City, Nevada,

- where he sold and resold it for

more than $13,000. He then took
the famous sack of flour to
California and raised a few thou-
sand dollars. After a Nevada newspa-
per called Californians stingy for
their low bids, Gridley took it to
Sacramento where he raised over
$10,000. In San Francisco, $15,000
was raised for the Sanitary fund.
Allocal reporter who hailed from
Hannibal, Missouri, wrote about
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Blazer’s Mill: The Gunfight
Revisited. By Frederick Nolan.
Photographic evidence provides
new insight on the fight between
Billy the Kid’s Regulators and
Buckshot Roberts.

Kit Carson Takes a Wife. By George
U. Hubbard. Kit Carson challenges
a mountain of a mountain man

for the hand of an Indian maiden.

The California Adventures of
Victoria & Albert. By William
Secrest. The first elephants to visit
California since the Pleistocene
Age delight Gold Rush era audi-
ences.

The Real West: An Interview with
Michael Wallis. By Al Ritter. Author
Michael Wallis sits down with Old
West to discuss his new book, the
101 Ranch, and history in general.

Old West Gunsmith: The
Scholfield Revolver. By Randy
Smith. The evolution of Smith &
Wesson’s finest pistol.

TN
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ACROSS
1. Shot Ike Clanton
4. Author of Crazy Horse
10. Willcox, Arizona, constable
12. Current home of Gridley’s flour bag
13. Deputy Jeff
16. Saddle Pals’ new ranch hand
18. Double Mountain Creek trader
20. Center of Sutton-Taylor feud
21. Toted a sack of flour
22. Killed Matt Burts
234 Canyon
24. Apache County sheriff
25. Commodore Owens
27. Dixie captain
28. Limpy Jim :

i

wlorale|r]

DowN

. Portrayed in 7he Covered Wagon

. Bridger’s daughter

. Apache County deputy treasurer

. Apache County undersheriff

. “Dirty Dave” s

. Killed John Tornow

. Phantom of the Forest

9. Erased by recent tornado

11. Prairie Dog Dave

14. National Association for Outlaw &
Lawman History, Inc.

17. Ford County sheriff

19. Eva Dalton’s husband

20. Mittie Stephens poetess

22. Author of Tiailing Billy the Kid

O AN —

Solution
to last
month’s
puzzle.

Gridley’s exploits, but he got some
of his facts wrong and reported
Gridley himself had been running
for mayor of Austin. On the 'other
hand, Mark Twain sometimes had
an easy way with facts.

Wherever Gridley carried his sack
of flour, an avalanche of money
poured out of the pockets of men
and purses of women who wanted
to somehow share in the war
between the states.

The patriotic fever generated by
the sack of flour wasn’t confined to
the West. In December 1864,
Gridley, took his flag-trimmed flour
sack to the eastern United States, by
way of the Isthmus of Panama. He
and his famous sack of flour were
honored again and again by sophis-
ticated easterners who seemed to
have fists full of money to give him.

When the Civil War ended, Reuel
Gridley and his sack of flour had
raised more than $275,000 for the
Sanitary Commission. And he did it
all in less than a year.

Gridley returned to Austin,
Nevada, in late 1865. The prosper-
ous grocery store he left behind was
on the verge of failure. He closed
the store in early 1866, and moved
to Stockton, California. The store
he opened there also failed.
Paradise, California, was his next
and last home.

On November 24, 1870, Reuel
Gridley died. He is buried in the
Grand Army of the Republic
Cemetery in Stockton, California.
Over his grave stands a towering
granite statue depicting Gridley
with his sack of flour on his shoul-
der. The inscription reads, “Reuel
Colt Gridley, The Soldier’s Friend.”
A tribute to the man who single-
handedly did more to help Civil
War soldiers than any other one
person.

What became of his remarkable
fifty-pound sack of flour? It survived
its travels throughout the U.S. with-
out rupturing or spilling any of its
cherished contents. It now rests in
The Nevada Historical Society
building, in Reno, Nevada.
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200 BOOKS & MAGAZINES

200 BOOKS & MAGAZINES

WESTERN MAGAZINES—Buy sell, trade. Single
issues, complete sets. List—LSASE. Larry J. Walker,
Magazine House, PO Box 36, LaPine, OR 97739.
(541) 536-5227. Email: Iwalker@transport.com.

GATES OF HELL—Famous Gallows of Fort Smith
Arkansas. Send $12.95 c/o Lonnie Moore, 174 Oak
Dr Pkwy, Oroville, CA 95966.

JOAQUIN MURRIETA LEGACY by Lonnie Moore,
Legendary Gold Rush Bandit Revisited. Send $12.95
to L Moore, 174 Oak Dr Parkway, Oroville, CA 95966.

NATIVE AMERICAN BOOKS! Send $2.00 ($4.00
overseas) for catalog of 1200 books and information
on ordering 5000 more! Four Winds Indian Books,
Box 202, Waco, NE 68460-0202.

BOOKS about Indians, artifacts, lifeways, archaeolo-
gy, collecting, many titles. Free catalog. Buying relat-
ed books. Hothem House, Box 458-W, Lancaster, OH
43130.

ORIGINAL Wild West Historical Newspapers for sale.
Catalog $2. Stephen Goldman ' Historical
Newspapers, PO Box 359, Parkton, MD 21120. 410-
357-8204.

BOOKS GALORE. Over 500 titles. Make money,
save money. Free Catalog. Books, 1600 Success
#20, Corning, AR 72422,

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGS of Western fiction.
Canford, Drawer 216T, Freeville, NY 13068.

BOOKS, 500 TITLES. Specialty calendars, pens.
Unusual items. Catalogs $1.00. Robinson, 1600
Success #20, Coming, AR 72422,

“BILLY THE KID: A GRAPHIC HISTORY” by Willard
J. Ballow, full color hardcover, 188 pgs. Unique
account portray’s Billy’s life through thoroughly
researched original illustrations and text. Over 110
photos and illustrations. $34.95 + $5.50 shipping/han-
dling. Owlhoot Trail Publishing Co, 1510 S Main,
Weatherford, TX 76086. :

“GHOST-TOWN TALES OF OKLAHOMA—
Unforgettable Stores of Nearly Forgotten Places” by
Jim Magion Etter. Autographed copies, $13.95 plus
$2.50 handling (Oklahoma residents add $1.50). Jim
Etter, 7412 NW 19th, Bethany, OK 73008-5637. 405-
787-9406.

OLD WEST BOOKS ON WEB: Check out
http:/Awww.angelfire.com/ma/oldwestbooks or write
for list to Brown, 3545 W. 15th Place, Yuma, AZ
85364.

BUCKLE NEWS a quarterly magazine for belt buck-
le collectors. Articles and history about buckles, peo-
ple, show dates, classified ads, questions and
answers and more. $18.00 per year US. Box 48281,
Wichita, KS 67201. '

FREE MANUAL! Country Self-Sufficiency Plan.
Bountiful, Leisurely, Cleanly, Safe, Recession-Proof.
Widely Applicable. LSASE: Cobblemead, 68/185-0,
Trout, WV 24991

THE AMERICAN WEST MAGAZINE. Complete, first
issue 1964 through last issue 1990. Includes The
American West Review, only four issues published,
1967-68. NEar mint condition in eleven custom slip-
cases with TAW logo. $300. Robin, PO Box 358,
Circleville, OH 43113.

205 fedinic Lo o o CIVIL WAR'
QUANTRILL ROSTER. Over 780 names, $10.00.
Henry Lankford, Rt 1 Box 114-A, Evening Shade, AR
72532.

SB0C AN S o oh Coi il B oINS
30 DIFFERENT WHEAT Cents $3.00. Derryberry,
Box 146, Surrency, GA 31563.

R vk S COLLECTIBLES
ORIGINAL COWBOY MOVIE POSTERS.
www.signature-gallery.com
602-483-9653.

KUNSTLER CIVIL WAR ARTIST’S PROOFS - Most
prints available. Also Western, Native American, other
subjects by Kunstler. For information, call or write:
Jane Kunstler, POB 311, Oyster Bay, NY 11771. 516-
624-2830.

OFFERING MOST COMPLETE SELECTION quality
U.S. Military antiques, firearms, swords, uniforms,
headgear, cavalry equipment, McClellan saddles,
mess gear, accountrements, horsedrawn army wag-
ons, personal & identified items of the Civil War,
Indian Wars, Spanish-American War periods. Sub
rate $5.00/8 issues. Walter Budd, 3109 Eubanks Rd,
Durham, NC 27707.

315; R SEE GUNS
ANTIQUE GUNS OF THE OLD WEST. lllustrated
mail order catalog $5, subscription $20. Old Town
Station, Ltd. POB 14040, Lenexa, KS 66285. 913-
492-3000.

TRUE WEST Classifieds susmeemsmn,

Only seven easy steps put you in touch with your best prospects nationwide
at a very reasonable rate of only 50¢ per word (15 word minimum).

1. Choose your number of insertions: ey ibig s D s e 07 085 O a0 D i1 El1e

2. Mark your category: U] Antiques U] Artifacts ) Books & Magazines ] Business Opportunities
] Coins [J Collectibles (] Educational (] Employment (] Farm & Ranch

[J Genealogy [J Government Supplies  [J Guns [ Hobbies U Indian Related

[J Photography [ Real Estate (] Recipes [JRecords & Tapes L] Travel

] Treasure Hunting [JVideos & Films [J Western Merchandise (] Want to Buy [ Miscellaneous

3. Write your copy: Please print or type copy. Shaw punctuation marks. For additional words attach separate sheet.

SPECIAL

4. Determine your cost: Number of words

Name

x 50¢ x number of issues

=%

Full payment must accompany all classified space orders. Deduct 10% for running in 3 consecutive issues and 15% for 12 issues. Zip
codes are FREE. Up to five initial words highlighted in bold italic FREE; $1.00 per word for each additional highlighted word. -
5. Fill in your name and address: Full name and street address must accompany all orders.

OvisA [OMc [JAMEX

Credit card orders:

Firm

Credit Card #

Address

Expiration Date

City

State Zip

next available issue.
7. Mail to:

6. For deadline dates call Western Publications tollfree 1-800-749-3369. If your ad arrives after the deadline date, we will insert it in the

Western Classifieds - P.O. Box 2107 - Stillwater, OK 74076
Or order using credit card and fax to: (405) 743-3374

TW]uly99
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350 s INDIAN RELATED
ANCIENT INDIAN RELICS, mail only, $3 large list, $5
for nice sample point. Charles Hester, Rt 1 Box 307,
Guntown, MS 38849-9801.

PIPESTONE PIPES, CRAFTS & Jewelry. Send
stamp for brochure. Pipestone Indian Shrine Assn.
PO Box 727, Pipestone, MN 56164.

THE RED RIVER WAR 1874-75: The Order of Indian
Wars annual Assembly will commemorate the 125th
anniversary September 16-19 in Amarillo, Texas, with
motorcoach tours to Adobe Walls, Panhandle Plains
Museum, Palo Duro Canyon, other Red River War
sites, led by Neil Mangum, Supt, Little Bighorn
Battlefield. Speakers: Dr. Paul Hutton, executive
director, Western History Association; Terry Johnston,
prize-winning Western novelist; Michael Koury, Old
Army Press; plus nine more. Supt. Mangum will also
lead optional Sunday tour to Custer's Battle of the
Washita site in western Oklahoma. Write for informa-
tion: Amarillo Assembly, OIW, Box 7401, Little Rock,
AR 72217; email [indianwars @aristotle.net].

VARIOUS INDIAN PEOPLES PUBLISHING CO.
Learn the languages and history of the first
Americans. 14 tribal-approved language programs,
tapes, books, music and award-winning videos: How
to Trace Your Native American Heritage, Tales of
Wonder, and Native American Healing in the 21st
Century. Call 800-776-0842 for free catalog. PO Box
833216, Richardson, ™ 75083-3216.
www.richheape.com/vip.

CRAZY HORSE POSTER, REPRINT OF only known
photo $3. Western Catalog, Box 778-4, Colfax, CA
95713.

SPOTTED PONY TRADERS: Buckskin coats,
clothes; deer, elk leathers, furs, beads, supplies. $1
for catalog; 8451 Ravenna Ave, Louisville, OH 44641.

400 REAL ESTATE

DAKOTA LAND $100 PER ACRE. Land with house
$3,775 easy terms. Town lots $50 up. Send $2.00 for
pictures, details. “Owner,” PO Box 1152 TW, Sioux
Falls, SD 57101.

450 RECIPES

AWARD WINNING MEATLOAF RECIPE. Free for
SASE write to: V. Wilkinson, PO Box 603, New York,

NY 10036.

459 TRAVEL

TICKETS. National Finals Rodeo Dec 3-12, 1999 .

Thomas & Mack Center Las Vegas NV; Pro Bull
Riders Finals Oct 28-31, 1999 Thomas & Mack
Center Las Vegas NV. Plaza & Balcony seating,
buy/sell all NFL Games & all Nascar Races. Western
States Ticket Service, 143 W McDowell Rd, Phoenix,
AZ 85003. 800-326-0331. [www.rodeotickets.com].

550 WESTERN MERCHANDISE
“OUTLAWS OF OLD WYOMING”—Cassidy, Horn,
et al—Seventeen wanted posters: 11 x 17 premium
stock, diligently researched, rare archive photos,
detailed exploits. “Hang” them anywhere! Includes 25
page booklet “Trail's End” revealing their fates.
Bibliography, map. Americana West Posters, Box
1776, Lusk, WY 82225-1776. $12.50 + $3.50 S/H.

650 - MISCELLANEOUS
FULLER BRUSH. Since 1906. Product catalog-free.
FB Independent Distributor, Box 602, Twin Falls, ID
83303.

EXCLUSIVELY YOURS! Genuine antique barbed
wire plaques. $13.50 to $87.50. Free brochure.
Mantz, 1023 Baldwin Rd, Bakersfield, CA 93304.

available for future reference.

ORGANIZE AND PROTECT YOUR
COPIES OF TRUE WEST

Now there’s an easy way to keep copies of your favorite magazme readily

Desxgned exclusively for 7rue West by Jesse Jones Industries, these custom-
made titled cases and binders -are sized to hold a year’s issues (]uly vary with
issue sizes) * Reinforced board covered with durable leather-
like material in brown e Title is hot-stamped in gold ¢ Free
personalization foil mcluded for indexing year ¢ Cases are
V-notched for easy access * Binders have special spring
mechanism to hold individual rods which easily snap in.

BINDER

CASE

I Tnun WEST Quantity Cases Binders

| Jesse Jones Industries, Dept. 9SW-TW One 1-$8.95 1-$11.25

| 499 East Erie Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134 TP 2 $2: e 2‘*3‘-8:
Please send cases; binders X . 634595 360,

7 Add $1.50 per case/binder postage and han-

for True West magazine. dling. Outside Continental U.S. (including AK
Enclosed is $ & HI) $3.50 per case/binder. (U.S. funds)
Charge my: (Minimum $15) :

i [J American Express [ Visa []MasterCard [J Diners Club

| Card # Exp. Date

| Signature

I Charge Orders: Call TOLL FREE 7 days, 24 hours # 1-800-825-6690

| Print Name

I Address

| City/state/zip

PA residents, add 7% sales tax

L SATISFACTION GUARANTEED = = = == o= == = =
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Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery

g

650 MISCELLANEOUS

LETTERS REMAILED. $1 each. Monthly rates.
Other services available. Inquire. Jack Swindell, Box
8259, Medford, OK 97504.

ARTIST CREATES one of a kind busts of Indians,
mountain men, and cowboys. Will also sculpt bust of
your ancestor using antique photo. Free information
and photos. Old Frontier Sculpture, 2415 Regal Drive,
Lutz, FL-33549.

680 i ~ HELP WANTED
$800 WEEKLY POTENTIAL. Processing
Government Refunds At Home. No Experience
Necessary. 1-800-696-4779 Ext. 1417.

DIABETICS—with Medicare
or Insurance. Save money on
Diabetic Supplies. For more
information CALL 1-800-
337-4144.

True West on the Internet
e Articles
¢ History
» Biographies
e Easy online ordering
e Subscription services
e True West merchandise
e Discounts on books
e Historical Discussion
e Art Prints catalog
e True West Legends
® Back Issues warehouse
e Much more

VISIT TODAY!

www.westernpublications.com
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laws & Lawmen

019—Billy the Kid: A Short and Violent Life. By Utley. 328p. U
of NE Press. $14.00p
022—Historical Atlas of the Outlaw West. By Patterson.
232p. Johnson Books. $16.95p
035—West of Hell’s Fringe: Crime, Criminals, and the
Federal Peace Officer in Oklahoma Territory. By
Shirley. 496p. OU Press. $18.95p
040—Rise and Fall of the Sundance Kid. By Kirby. 153p.
Western Pub. $7.95p
070—High Noon in Lincoln: Violence on the Western
Frontier. By Utley. 278p. U of NM Press. $13.95p
079—Law West of Fort Smith. By Shirley. 349p. NE.$14.95p
136—They Called Him Wild Bill. By Rosa. Thorough. 377p.
OU Press. $21.95p
138—Great Gunfighters of the Kansas Cowtowns. By Miller and
Snell. 494p. U of NE Press. $14.00p
139—Jesse James Was His Name. By Serrle. Well document-
ed. 283p. U of NE Press. $11.95p
140—A Cowboy Detective. By Siringo. A western classic.
556p. U of NE Press. $14.95p
142—Gunfighter: Man or Myth. By Rosa. 229p. OU Press.

$14.95p
143—Life of Tom Horn. By Horn. 272p. OU Press. $12.95p
144—John Selman, Gunfighter. By Metz. 254p. OU Press.

$14.95p

146—Pat Garrett: Story of a Western Lawman, By Metz.
Definitive. 328p. OU Press. $16.95p
147—Encyclopedia of Western Gunfighters. By O’Neal.
Who's who. 386p. OU Press. $19.95p
148—Bat Masterson: Man & Legend. By DeArment. 442p.
OU Press. $17.95p
151—I’11 Die Before I’ll Run: Story of the Great Feuds of
Texas. By Sonnichsen. 387p. U of NE Press. $14.95p
152—Dallas Stoudenmire: El Paso Marshal. By Merz. First
rate. 162p. OU Press. $11.95p
163—The Saga of Tom Horn: The Story of a Cattleman’s
War. By Krakel. 274p. U of NE Press. $12.95p
165—I Married Wyatt Earp. By Earp; ed. by Boyer. 277p. U
of AZ Press. $14.95p
166—The Wild Bunch at Robbers Roost. By Baker: 224p. U
of NE Press. $13.95p
167—John Ringo: The Gunfighter Who Never Was. By
Burrows. 224p. U. of Ariz. Press. $15.95p
231—Belle Starr and Her Times. By Shirley. 324p. OU Press.
$15.95p

261—When Six Guns Ruled: Outlaw Towns of the
Southwest. By Simmons. 125p. ACP. $11.95p
275—Mean as Hell: Life of a New Mexico Lawman. By
Harkey. 223p. Ancient City. $14.95p
299—The Authentic Life of Billy the Kid. By Garrett 156p.
OU Press. $10.95p
307—The Texas Rangers: A Century of Frontier Defense. By
Webb. 606p. U. Tx Pr. $16.95p
312—Black, Red and Deadly: Black and Indian Gunfight-
ers. By Burton. 304p. Eakin. $17.95p
313—Life of John Wesley Hardin, as Written by Himself. By
Hardin. 153p. OU Press. $9.95p
315—Tom Horn, “Killing Is My Specialty.” By Carlson.

257p. Beartooth Corral Press. $16.95p
347—Doc Holliday. By Myers. Popular biography. 224p. U of
NE Press. $9.95p

351—The Banditti of the Plains. By Mercer; fwd. by Kitrell.
198p. OU Press. $11.95p
352—The Life and Adventures of Joaquin Murieta, the
Celebrated California Bandit. By Ridge. 160p. OU

Press. $11.95p
353—The Rise and Fall of Jesse James. By Love. 446p. U of
NE Press. $15.00p

380—George Scarborough: The Life and Death of a
Lawman on the Closing Frontier. By DeArment, 322p.
OU Press. $13.95p
382—The Luckiest Outlaw: The Life and Legends of Doc

Middleton. By Hutton. 340p. U of NE Press. $11.95p
401—The Arizona Rangers. By O'Neal. 222p. Eakin Press.
$15.95p

422—Helldorado: Bringing the Law to the Mesquite. By
Breakenridge, ed. Brown. Rpt. 448p. U of NE. $17. 95p
424—Bowen and Hardin. By Parsons & Parsons. 158p. Early
West Publishers. $21.95¢
425—The Earps Talk. Ed. by Turner 193p. Early West

p = paper bound ¢ = cloth bound

h = hardbound

Publishers. $19.95¢
430—Hell on the Border: He Hanged Eighty-eight Men. By

Harmon. 728p. U of NE Press. $19.95p
432—The Dalton Gang Story: Lawmen to Outlaws. By
Samuelson. 183p. Shooting Star Press. $25.00p

453—Gold Camp Desperadoes: Violence, Crime, and
Punishment on the Mining Frontier. By Mather and
Boswell. 218p. OU Press. $13.95p
497—The O.K. Corral Inquest. By Turner 255p. Early West
Publishers. $19.95¢
498—Sundance, My Uncle. By Ernst. 224p. Early West
Publishers. $21.95¢
512—The West of Wild Bill Hickok. By Rosa. 223p. OU Press.
$15.95p
517—Bill Doolin, Outlaw O.T. By Hanes. 234p. OU. $14.95p
530—The Fighting Marlows: Men Who Wouldn't Be
Lynched. By Shirley. 188p. TCU Press. $24.95¢
533—The Ilustrated Life and Times of Billy the Kid, Second
Edition. By Bell. 192p. Boze Books. $29.95p
534—The Dlustrated Life and Times of Doc Holliday. By
Bell. 2nd in series. 144p. Boze Books. $26.95p
535—The Illustrated Life and Times of Wyatt Earp. By Bell.
144p. Boze Books. $26.95p
546—The Earp Brothers of Tombstone. By Waters. Inside
story. 247p. U of NE Press. $10.95p
570—Roy Bean: Law West of the Pecos. By Sonnichsen.
207p. U of NE Press. $10.95p
571—Montana’s Righteous Hangmen: The Vigilantes in
Action. Ed. by Callaway. 233p. OU Press. $12.95p
573—The Vigilantes of Montana. By Dimsdale. 272p. OU
Press. $12.95p
585—Incredible Elfego Baca: Good Man, Bad Man of the
Old West. By Bryan. 104p. Clear Light. $22.95¢
589—Joe LeFors: “I Slickered Tom Horn.” By Carlson. 326p.
Beartooth Publishers. $18.95p
590—Trailing Billy the Kid. By Rasch. 220p. Western
Publications. $29.95¢
596—The Last Gunfighter: John Wesley Hardin. By Marohn.
320p. Early West Pub. $29.95¢
598—How I Routed a Gang of Arizona Outlaws. By Earp.
44p. Trail to Yesterday Books. $6.95p
599—The Outlaw Trail: A History of Butch Cassidy and His
Wild Bunch. By Kelly. 416p. U of NE Press. $15.00p
601—Daltons!: The Raid on Coffeyville, Kansas. By Smith.
256p. OU Press. $24.95¢; $12.95p
602—Hanging Judge. By Harrington. Isaac Parker bio.224p.
OU Press. $13.95p
603—Triggernometry: A Gallery of Gunfighters. By
Cunningham; intro by Rosa. 504p. OU Press. $18.95p
609—And Die in the West: The Story of the O.K. Corral
Gunfight. By Marks. 480p. OU Press. $17.95p
610—Alias Frank Canton. By DeArment. Definitive bio. 448p.
OU Press. $29.95¢, $18.95p
611—John Wesley Hardin: Dark Angel of Texas. By Metz.
337p. Mangan Books. $39.95¢, $16.95p
612—Goodbye, Billy the Kid. By Edwards. 168p. Early West
Books. $21.95¢
613—Reflections in Dark Glass, the Life and Times of John
Wesley Hardin. By McGinnis. 180p. UNTPress.$24.95¢
615—Bloody Bill Longley. By Miller. 202p. Henington Publ.
Press. $31.95h
616—Portrait of a Lawman: U.S. Marshal Heck Thomas. By
Speer. 172p. Reliance Press. $11.95p
620—John Ringo. By Johnson. 330p. BWP. $29.95¢
621—Thirteen Days of Terror. By Shirley. 112p. BWP.
$22.95¢
622—Judge Roy Bean Country. By Skiles. 204p. Texas Tech.
Univ. Press $29.95¢; $18.95p
626—The Shooters. By Metz. 299p. Mangan Press.  $19.95¢
627—John Henry (The “Doc” Holliday Story). By Traywick.
268p. Red Marie’s Books. $24.95p
628—The Clantons of Tombstone. By Traywick. 255p. Red
Marie’s Books. $24.95p
637—In Search of Butch Cassidy. By Pointer. 294p. OU Press.

$15.95p
647—Jesse James Was My Neighbor. By Croy. 336p. U of NE
Press. $14.00p

649—Gunfight in Apache County, 1887. By Barnes: ed
Carmony. 46p. Trail to Yesterday. $7.95p

www.westernpublications.com

650—Texas Ranger Tales: Stories that Need Telling. By Cox.
336p. Rep. of Texas Pr. $16.95p
662—Outlaws: The Illustrated History of the J ames-Younger
Gang. By Brant. 244p. Elliott&Clark. $29.95¢
667—Etta Place: Her Life & Times with Butch Cassidy & the
Sundance Kid. By Drago. 303p. RTP. $12.95p
664—Cullen  Montgomery Baker:  Reconstruction
Desperado. By Crouch & Bryce. 208p. LSU Pr. $34.95¢
673—Desperate Men: The James Gang and the Wild Bunch.
By Horan. 410p. U of NE Press. $18.95p
675—Wyatt Earp: The Life Behind the Legend. By Tefertiller.
400p. John Wiley and Sons. $29.95¢
676—The Fourth Guardsman: Bud Ledbetter. By Shirley.
202p. Eakin. $22.95¢
682—Doc Holliday: A Family Portrait. By Tanner. 368p. OU
Press. $28.95¢
683—Lawman: The Life and Times of Harry Morse, 1835-
1912. By Boessenecker: 384p. OU Press. $29.95¢
686—The Legend Begins: The Texas Rangers, 1823-1845.
By Wilkins. 256p. State House Press. $24.95¢
687—Frail Prisoners in Yuma Territorial Prison. By
Traywick. 208p. Red Marie’s. $12.95p
697—Oklahoma Renegades: Their Deeds and Misdeeds. By
Butler. 236p. Pelican Press. $10.95p
699—Outlaws on Horseback. By Drago. 360p. U of NE Press.
$15.00p
711—The West of Billy the Kid. By Nolan. 368p. OU Press.
$39.95¢
712—Under Cover for Wells Fargo: The Unvarnished
Recollections of Fred Dodge. By Dodge. 336p. U of OK

Press. $28.95¢
717—Butch Cassidy: A Biography. By Patterson. 368p. U of
NE Press. $19.95p

718—Jesse James: The Man & the Myth. By Brant. 320p.
Berkley Press. $15.00p
724—Desperado from Cowboy Flat: The Saga of Zip Wyatt.
By Shirley. 145p. BWP. $19.95¢
725—Warriors of Lincoln County. By Rasch. 345p. Western
Publications/NOLA. $29.95¢
729—Frontier World of Doc Holliday. By Jahns. 319p. Uof NE
Press. $13.00p
742—Shoot from the Lip:..the Three Guardsmen of
Oklahoma and U.S. Marshal Nix. By Samuelson. 196p.
SSP. $35.00h
750—Wyatt Earp Speaks! My Side of the O.K. Corral
Shootout.... By Stephens. 410p. Fern Canyon Press.
$19.95p
751—Gold Dust and Gunsmoke: Tales of Gold Rush
Outlaws, Gunfighters, Lawmen, and Vigilantes. By

Boessenecker. 384p. John Wiley & Sons. $30.00c
Prices subject to change.
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Fighting Men of the Indian Wars: A
Biographical Encyclopedia of the Mountain
Men, Soldiers, Cowboys, and Pioneers Who
Took Up Arms During America’s Westward
Expansion. By Bill O’Neal. An indispensible
addition to every western library. First ed. 42
photos. 8x10, 272p. ISBN 0-935269-07-X
$26.95, Cloth

John Ringo. By David Johnson. The first full-
length biography of one of the most enigmat-
ic figures of the gunfighter era. First ed. 12
photos. Bibliography. Index. 6x9, 272p. ISBN
0-935269-23-1 $29.95, Cloth

Marauders of the Indian Nations: The Bill
Cook Gang and Cherokee Bill. By Glenn
Shirley. Master historian Glenn Shirley follows
the bloodstained trail of Indian Territory out-
laws. A thoroughly researched account. First
ed. 25 photos. Bibliography. Index. 6x9, 190p.
ISBN 0-935269-15-0 $21.95, Cloth

£ N

something for everyone.

The Western Reader’s Guide: A Selected
Bibliography of Nonfiction Magazines, 1953-
9]. By James A. Browning. This easy-to-use
reference book lists more than 7,000 articles.
Entries are arranged biographically in standard
bibliographical format. First ed. 6x9, 344p.
ISBN 0-935269-09-6 $29.95, Cloth

Desperado from Cowboy Flat: The Saga of Zip
Wyart. By Glenn Shirley. Engrossing tale of a
determined cowboy outlaw who  kept
Oklahoma Territory lawmen and citizen posses
at bay for three years. First ed. 25 photos.
Bibliography. Index. 5x8, 160p. ISBN 0-
935269-25-8 $19.95, Cloth

Pawnee Bill: A Biography of Major Gordon W.
Lillie. By Glenn Shirley. The definitive biogra-
phy of this often overlooked but genuine
American hero. Reprint ed. 49 new photos.
Expanded bibliography. 6x9, 264p. ISBN 0-
035269-14-2  $22.95, Cloth; $14.95, Paper

COMING IN 1999:
VioLENCE Was NO STRANGER BY JAMES BROWNING
REVISED AND EXPANDED.
BARBED WIRE PRESS ® WESTERN PUBLICATIONS
PO BOX 2107 * STILLWATER, OK 74076

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-749-3369 (ALSO IN CANADA)

By lenn Shirkey

405-743-3370 ® FAX 405-743-3374
EMAIL: WESTERN(@COWBOY.NET
INTERNET SITE: WWW.COWBOY.NET/WESTERN
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Dangerous Trails: Five Desperadoes of the old
West Coast. By William B. Secrest. Explores
the exciting stories of five lesser-known out-
laws of the Pacific coast. First ed. 50 photos.
Bibliography. Index. 6x9, 288p. ISBN 0-
935269-17-7 $29.95, Cloth

Bad Blood: The Life and Times of the Horrell
Brothers. By Frederick Nolan. First rate
account of the seven Horrell brothers and their
role in the Lincoln County War and the Horrell-
Higgins feud. First ed. 35 photos. 6x9, 211p.
ISBN 0-935269-16-9 $25.95, Cloth

Thirteen Days of Terror. By Glenn Shirley. The
exciting, fast-paced tale of the notorius Rufus
Buck gang. First ed. Photos. Bibliography.
Index. 5x8, 112p. ISBN 0-935269-22-3
$22.95, Cloth

BAD BLOOD






