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A New Title From .. .WESTERNLORE PRESS —

A TENDERFOOT
IN TOMBSTONE

The Private Journal of
George Whitwell Parsons:
The Turbulent Years, 188082

Edited, Annotated, and with
Introduction and Index

By Lynn R. Bailey
Author of Bisbee, Queen of the Copper Camps,
Old Reliable, The Search for Lopez, and

We'll All Wear Silk Hats, etc. ‘ v
George Whitwell Parsons was an Easterner, trained as a banker, who wanted to carve a niche for himself in hardrock
mining. To do so, he picked one of America’s most isolated silver camps, Tombstone in Arizona Territory. Although he
failed to find his El Dorado in southeastern Arizona, and never left an enduring mark on the region, he presented a
priceless account of everyday life in Tombstone during its heyday.

George recorded not only his daily struggles in mining, but the ups-and-downs of the tempestuous community.
Once he got used to the town’s rough edges, Parsons became a community and county activist. He spearheaded a
movement to build a Presbyterian church and bring ministers to Tombstone. As a member of the Citizens Safety
Committee, he fought the fraudulent actions of the Tombstone Townsite Company and became an outspoken advo-
cate for a no-nonsense approach to curbing the lawlessness then sweeping southeastern Arizona. His observations re-
garding crime and the town’s response to it, as well as the Earp-cowboy vendetta have been quoted over and over
again. In fall of 1881 Parsons joined a group of Tombstoners in a chase across the Sulphur Springs Valley to head off
marauding Apaches before they escaped into Mexico. His comments regarding this sojourn are especially pertinent,
when one considers that a month later members of this group would shoot it out on a Tombstone street.

George Parsons’ journal offers much more than a glimpse into personal and political machinations. He brings
forth the town’s cosmopolitan atmosphere. It had two daily newspapers, and national theatrical troupes augmented
hometown performances in a half dozen theaters. Restaurant food ran the gambit from bland Irish and Welsh fare to
French cuisine. Ice cream and oysters were readily procurable, thanks to refrigeration. Besides offering a wealth of in-
formation on daily life in Tombstone, George’s journal sheds great insight into community leadership with portraits
of John Clum, J. V. Vickers, Dr. George Goodfellow, Michael Gray, Philip Morse, William H. Bayless, the Girds, and
religious leaders Endicott Peabody and Joseph McIntyre. Added to this, Parsons presents a fascinating picture of
emerging commerce, particularly the rigors of small-scale mining in the Tombstone District and in the Huachuca
Mountains. Last but not least, George Parsons emerges from his journal as a complex man, with contrasting traits;
tenacity being his dominant quality. And thanks to that tenacity he left the only available journal bearing upon
Tombstone’s early years.

This entertaining and compelling journal, first transcribed by the WPA in 1932 and published in 1972, has been
redesigned and set in type. Obvious errors which crept into the WPA transcription have been corrected, and an in-
troduction added, which casts light on George Parsons’ background, personality and his eventful life after leaving
Tombstone. Annotations and an index compliment the volume, as do engravings taken from the Arizona Quarterly
[llustrated and the Mining and Scientific Press, two contemporary publications. This attractively designed hard cover
book of 273 pages is composed in 6” x 9” format. It has printed endsheets and the dust jacket is in color. This is Vol-
ume 65 of Westernlore’s Great West and Indian Series. ISBN 0-87026-095-2. As this edition is limited to 1,000 copies

¢ Turbulent Yea

only, we suggest you reserve your book now. Price: $36.95
SEND COPIES OF A TENDERFOOT IN TOMBSTONE TO: Make check or money order to:
Name WESTERNLORE PRESS
Street Address P.O. Box 35305

City State Zip Tucson, AZ 85740
Amount Enclosed $ (Copy(ies) @ $36.95 + $3.75 postage) Telephonk1520) 297-5401

Arizona residents please add 7% Sales Tax
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ORIGINAL

U.S. GOV’T MORGAN

SILVER DOLLARS!

Obverse

Reverse

DIRECT FROM LOCKED VAULTS TO U.S. CITIZENS!

Announcing a special limited release of 3,627 Morgan Silver
Dollars 75-118 years old from the locked vaults of the National
Collector’s Mint. These Morgan Silver Dollars are among the last
surviving originals still in existence. The U. S. GOV'T melted
down 270 million Morgan Silver Dollars for military needs during
World War I (270,232,722 to be exact). This increased the value
of the surviving silver dollars dramatically! In fact, the rarest ones
have sold for as much as $357,500.00! Due to volatile fluctuations
in the precious metals market, price can be guaranteed @$19.40
each for one week only!

MARKET CONDITIONS

A worldwide silver shortage of historic proportions was report-
ed last year, a shortage of 150,200,000 Troy ounces of silver!
Private and government stockpiles are dwindling in response to
this huge shortage. Increasing demand and reduced supply has
seen silver prices skyrocket over 50% in just a few years.

INVESTMENT

Increasing prices of precious metals make every Morgan Silver
Dollar more valuable. But owning your private cache of Morgan
Silver Dollars is a long term investment in so much more... in his-
tory... in American heritage... in the splendid rendering of Miss
Liberty’s profile by designer George T. Morgan, whose “M” mark
on every Morgan Silver Dollar identifies his masterwork. And of
course, Morgan Silver Dollars have not be minted for 75 years and
are no longer in circulation.

HOARDS

Americans have been fascinated by these magnificent “Silver
Cartwheels™ since 1878. Desperados like Jesse James may have
once stolen the very silver dollars you can acquire through this
limited offering. Or maybe John Dillinger “withdrew” them from
his bank at gunpoint. Whether they settled someone’s debt in the
Old West, paid for a drink in a saloon or were lost in a card game
on a river boat, they are rich with a history that is only limited by
your imagination. Most are Extremely Fine condition (or better)
and their silver content, then as today is .900 fine silver, totaling
77344 ozs. of pure silver. These are the reasons collectors have
always hoarded them... when they could get them.

TAKE NOTE

Now, 118 years after they were first minted, comes this special
release of ORIGINAL U. S. GOV'T MORGAN SILVER DOL-
LARS... some of the last surviving “Morgans” still in existence in
all the world. Our price of $19.40 each is guaranteed lower than
several leading national dealers. Of course, your satisfaction is
guaranteed or return your order within 30 days by insured mail for
a full refund! Avoid disappointment and future regret by staking
your claim to these valuable treasures from America’s history
immediately. ACT NOW!

HOW TO ORDER

To make sure no one is unfairly disadvantaged by their geo-
,graphical location and differing mail delivery patterns, we ask
you to call us immediately, toll-free at 1-800-799-MINT, ext. 468
(1-800-799-6468, ext. 468) with your credit card, 24 hours a day,
7 days a week. Orders will be filled on a first-come, first-served
basis and a limit of 100 coins per customer will be strictly adhered
to. You may order 1 Morgan Silver Dollar for $19.40, plus $3
shipping, handling and insurance, 3 for $63.20 ppd., 5 for $104
ppd., 10 for $206 ppd., 20 for $408 ppd., 50 for $999 ppd., 100 for
$1975 ppd.

CALL TOLL-FREE, ASK FOR EXT. 468

1-800-799-MINT

THE NATIONAL COLLECTOR’S MINT, INC. 4401 Connecticut
Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20008, (corporate ID Center) Customer service
address: 992 High Ridge Rd., Stamford, CT 06905. The National Collector’s Mint, Inc. distrib-
utes United States coins and currency, bullion, numismatic medals, replicas, rarities, etc. to the
public as an independent organization, not owned by or affiliated with the U.S. Gov’t. All items
are unconditionally guaranteed to be genuine, as described, in perpetuity. ©1996 NCM




December 1996
Vol. 43, No. 12
Whole No. 344

# FEATURES %

12 The Man Who Escaped, Part II. By William B. Secrest. San Quentin
escapee Charles Wilkins terrorizes the California countryside.

18 The Pecos War, Part I. By David King. New Mexico cattle rustling leads
to trouble, Lincoln County style.

23 Calamity’s Sister. By Jean A Mathisen. The life and times of a famous
frontier woman’s less famous family members.

31 True West Legends: John Ringo. By David Johnson. Four-page pullout on
one of the most enigmatic figures in the Tombstone saga.

39 The Mysterious Hank Dodge Murder Case. By Shirley Gilfert. One
strange Nebraska murder leads to another.

44 Shootout at Sheep Dung Tanks. By Harold L. Edwards. An Arizona
Ranger and a deputy sheriff battle a pair of horse thieves in a remote
Arizona canyon.

# DEPARTMENTS %
3 From the Editor 6  Western Roundup
4 Truly Western 9  Western Logbook

52 Books
56 Answer Man

59 Wild Old Days

# Our Cover %

Jim Highsaw confronts Pecos
War cattle rustler Dick Smith.
By Gary Zaboly

Manuscripts, artwork, and photographs will be treated with care, but their safety while in our
hands is not guaranteed. Enclose self-addressed, stamped envelope of sufficient size for return
with all submissions. Mail to Western Publications, P.O. Box 2107, Stillwater, OK 74076.
Copyright 1996 by Western Publications.

Page 18

Page 39

Page 44

TRUE WEST



TRUE
WEST

Marcus Huff
Editor

- Chuck Kennedy
Associate Editor

Steven K. Gragert
Publisher & Advertising Director

Charlotte Brown
Circulation Manager

Linda Matheson
Circulation Assistant

David Lebow
Advertising Representative

Larry Vredenburgh
Vice-President

Steven Cundiff
Financial Controller

Kenneth Moyes
Administrative Controller

December 1996, Volume 43, Number
12, TRUE WEST (ISSN 0041-3615) is pub-
lished monthly by Western Publications,
P.O. Box 2107, 205 W. 7th, Suite 202,
Stillwater, OK 74074. Single copies: $3.25,
plus $1.25 postage. U.S. subscription rate is
$27.95 per year (12 issues per year);
$49.00 for two years (24 issues). Canada
and Mexico, please add $5.00 per year to
U.S. rate to cover extra handling and
postage. All other countries, add $7.00 per
year. Please provide payment in U.S. funds
drawn on a U.S. bank; personal checks,
bank money orders, or cashier's checks
drawn on foreign banks are not acceptable,
nor is the national currency, unless the total
payment is sufficient to cover all bank clear-
ing and foreign exchange charges.
Periodical postage paid at Stillwater, OK
74074, and at additional mailing offices.

Canadian GST Registration Number
R132182866.

To assure prompt service when contact-
ing us with address change or other inquiry
concerning your subscription, please
include the mailing label from a recent issue
along with your new address.

POSTMASTER: Please send address
change to: TRUE WEST, P.O. Box 2107,
Stillwater, OK 74076.

Printed in the United States of America.

DECEMBER 1996

Howdy, ya’ll!

Well, I'm kinda stuck in the mid-
dle on this ‘un. I wanted to use my
two columns to wish you fine folks a
happy holiday season and jaw a bit
about old Saint Nick since it’s that

time of year, but it looks like I need
to do some good old fashioned com-
mercializing, explaining, and intro-
ducing instead.

Our phones have been ringing
off the hook with questions about
John Ringo, the newest production
from Barbed Wire Press and author
David Johnson, so I thought I would
tell ya’ll a bit about it.

Of all the characters to came out
of the Tombstone tale, John Ringo
has remained for many the most
enigmatic. Ringo has been depicted
as a brooding loner, a laughing
homicidal maniac reminiscent of
William Bonney, and even a
Shakespeare-quoting gunslinger,
faster than the wind itself. None of
these labels can really explain why
the American public has remained
so interested in a character as mar-
ginal as he. Perhaps it’s because his
name has a certain “Ringo” to it, or
more likely, because 114 years after
his body was found propped under a
tree, his life, and death, still remain
a mystery. Until now.

David Johnson has spent the last
twenty years pulling every skeleton
out of the Ringo family closet and
has compiled his findings to create a
book that will be pulled from the
shelf as an important reference for
years to come.

We decided to give you a small,
very small, peek at some of the infor-
mation Johnson has found by having
him write the True West Legends
piece this month. Of course we
couldn’t include everything due to
space, but Johnson still manages to
give you a taste of the man who was
Ringo. For a better glimpse at the
man and the legend that surrounds
him, I highly recommend you plunk
down some change and order jJohn
Ringo. Since Christmas is on the
horizon you might want to order an

extra copy for that certain someone
who always wants to read over your
shoulder.

Next on my list of things to do is
some explaining and apologizing.
We had a little problem with our
November issue. What happened
was pretty simple. We ran out of
those paper covers that keep your
magazine from getting mangled and
looking like it got shot from a shot-
gun. The only thing we could do was
stick the mailing labels right smack
dab on the cover. That got more
than a few of you angry. We have
the problem whipped now and
hopefully this issue arrived safe and
sound. If not, give us a ring and
we’ll make things right.

Finally, I need to introduce a new
hand here at Western. When John
Joerschke left to become a freelance
wrangler of words, it became appar-
ent that I would need some help
around here. I knew right off that
there was only one man for the job,
Chuck Kennedy.

Chuck is Oklahoma born and
raised. He spent his youth on a dusty
farm in Lamont, Oklahoma, and
when other kids were playing cow-
boy, Chuck was branding cattle and
breaking horses. His work ethic is
simple and he’s pretty durned funny
to have around.

I have known Chuck since he was
my editor way back in college and
with one phone call he agreed to
give up his job driving a chemical
truck and come back to journalism.
He didn’t put up much fight.

Things were rough at first
because he had to learn the com-
puter system, meet two back-to-back
deadlines, and put up with my con-
stant talking while he was trying to
work, but soon he was just another
greased wheel on our wagon. You
might drop him a line and welcome
him aboard. He looks plumb sad
when the mail pouch comes in and
there’s nothing for him.

Mowcus Huff

)



Lt. Col. George
Armstrong Custer
(1839-1876)

Solid Bronze by
Ken Kort, former director of the
Montana Historical Society

$300 each

$150 to reserve one
MasterCard & Visa accepted
Only 30 will be cast.
Little Bat’s Trading Post
123 Main Street
Crawford, NE 69339

308-665-1900-308-665-1448 Fax

AMERICAN

FREE BOOK
CATALOGUE

— S .ﬁ R
Write for our latest
catalogue of fine books

— ,.._ﬁ -
BENNETT-WALLS COMPANY

P.O. Drawer 1 » Dept GN
Rotan, Texas 79546
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I came across your web page and
found it a friendly place. I like the
bit about “this might take a short
time but you’ll enjoy the pictures.”
Most [Internet] users think that
when they click that mouse it should
run right in and get that picture.
They forget that although this is the
information superhighway, some of
the old phone lines are still hung up
with barbed wire and when it rains
or is too hot it just doesn’t transmit
that signal too fast.—Cork Quasne,
via the Internet.

Editor’s Note: I'm mighty glad you
enjoyed our web site. We can go
weeks and not get any response
even though 70-100 people visit
each day. For you folks who may
have missed it, our Internet address
is www.cowboy.net/western. Maybe
if we put more pictures of nice look-
ing ladies instead of all those mean
gunslingers we would get more e-
mail. Wadda ya think?

Trail Done Got Lost

Whatever happened to your fea-
ture, “Trails Grown Dim” and its
counterpart in Old West? 1 look for-
ward to each exciting issue of True
West and Old West. Keep up the
good work for many years to
come!—Jack Borders, Alexandria,
Alabama.

Editor’s Note: Well, Jack, as near as
we can figure, all those fine folks
who wrote in to “Trails Grown Dim”
must’ve found who they were look-
ing for. We just don’t get as many
letters these days from folks trying
to find lost kin, friends, and heroes.

Maybe your letter will help spur a
few toward our mail pouch.

Well Blow Me Down!

I've been wondering if the Gary
Zaboly who painted the cover illus-
tration for the September 1996
issue of True West could some how
be related to the “B. Zaboly” who
took over the drawing of the
“Thimble Theater” (Popeye) comic
strip after the demise of its origina-
tor, Elzie Segar?—Dick Robbins,
Chauncey, Ohio.

Editor’s Note: You must have a
mighty wide hammer, pardner,
‘cause you hit that nail right on the
head. Gary was delighted that some-
one made the connection and
informed us that “B. Zaboly” was his
father’s cousin, Bill. Bill penned
Popeye and the Thimble Theater
bunch back in the 1930s and now
Gary is continuing the family tradi-
tion by doing great work for us here
in the 90s. Just take a look at this
month’s cover. Hey...doesn’t that
cowboy’s forearm look kinda big?

James Site Revisited

I have driven by the Jesse James
Historical site northwest of
Greenfield, Iowa, in Adair County
many times, so a few days ago I
decided to stop and take a few pic-
tures.

I subscribe to True West and
thought maybe a few of the other
readers would also like to see what
the location of the first train rob-

bery by the famous James gang
looks like today.—Bmd

TrRUE WEST



Your letters and comments are welcome. Please
keep letters to 300 words or less. All letters
received by Western Publications will be consid-
ered for publication unless otherwise stipulated in
the letter. Space does not permit us to print all let-
ters we receive. Be sure to include full name,
address, and zip code. Photos are welcome.
Address all letters to Western Publications, PO Box

Historical marker, upper right, at the site of the first train robbery in the West, com- 3\/‘01 S@;”Wﬁ‘e’! OKD 7407‘; E’Ima” Ufs a;},
mitted by Jesse James near Greenfield, lowa, July 21, 1873. Photos courtesy of femBeonboria R D IR L

reader Brad Miller. whose letters appear in “Truly Western.”

we cannot forward correspondence to people

NEW FROM BLUE MOUNTAIN PUBLISHING ...

The Adventures of Moccasin Joe:
The True Life Story of Sgt. George S. Howard

by Susan C. Reneau
Travel the vastness of the 19th century West with Moccasin Joe, a young man who served as a
| scout for the 2nd Cavalry from 1872 to 1877 and wrote a 257-page diary of his adventures. Moccasin
Joe, whose real name was Sgt. Howard, led wagon trains along the Oregon and Bozeman Trails,
e hunted and fished with Sioux and Shoshone men, fell in love with women in Omaha and Wyoming
S #¢ and fished the creeks and rivers of Nebraska, Wyoming, Northern Colorado, South Dakota and
Montana. Author Reneau spent 14 years researching Moccasin Joe’s short life.

Softcover —$18.95 each * Limited Edition Hardcover—$31.00 each (silk bookmark, 24k gold stamping, numbered/signed)

From the Peace to the Fraser:

Newly Discovered North American Hunting and Exploration Journals, 1900 to 1930
by Prentiss N. Gray Edited by Theodore J. Holsten, Jr. and Susan C. Reneau

Ten one-of-a-kind exploration journals, written by early 20th century conservationist Prentiss
N. Gray, capture the spirit of the West with their descriptions of wildlife and scenic landmarks in this
400-page hardcover book. Prentiss photographed his treks through Montana, Wyoming, Utah, British
Columbia, Alberta and Newfoundland. Editors Holsten and Reneau spent a year researching Prentiss’
journals to create this unique 8-1/2 by 11 inch, two-inch thick book with 200 full-page photographs.

Regular Hardcover — $54.00
Deluxe Limited Edition — $300.00 (1/4 leather, 24k gold foil slipcase, numbered/signed)

ORDER TODAY WITH CHECK OR MONEY ORDER
Blue Mountain Publishing, Inc. * 5425 Skyway Drive ¢ Missoula, MT 59801 ¢ (406) 251-3372  FAX: (406)251-5116

% FREE SHIPPING ON ALL BOOKS *

TheAdventuresof
sccasis Jou !
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BILLY THE KID
SLEPT HERE.

20.Box ¥ :
Lincoln, New Mexico 863%
Te (B) 524676
Fax (305 33467

A Book of Everlasting Fistonic Value
THE UNUSUAL STORY OF

MAGGIE GREENO

BY GEORGE McDow, JR.
A Boston-born Yankee of

strong will and character.

A teenage widow who arrived
in California during the last
days of the Gold-Rush.

Her experiences in the early
American West were filled
with hardships, excitement,
adventure, joy, sorrow, and
financial reward.

/\Il ilCFur'd(f Chroniclc on
the life of an enterprising,
racious lady—Margaret Ann
(Wallace) Greeno, and the locales in which she
resided.

She was an 1860’s counterpart to today’s modern
woman.

The book is an ideal gift for a friend, neighbor,
family member, or that very special someone.

A Limited Edition!

Order Your Copy Today!
$18.95 plus $2 SH/CA residents add 7.26% sales tax.
From LAHONTAN IMAGES
210 S. Pine St., Susanville, CA 96130
916-257-6747
Fax 916-251-4801
ISBN 0-938373-15-3

RNRocxx CREEX STA

istory still lives at Rock

Creek Station, a 350-acre

state historical park near
Fairbury in southeastern Nebraska.
Wagon ruts left by emigrants on the
California-Oregon Trail remain visi-
ble, and buildings and a toll bridge
have been reconstructed at the road
ranch that served as a stage, freight,
and Pony Express station.

And it was here that a stable hand
was involved in a bloody shoot-out
and began his journey into history
as “Wild Bill” Hickok.

Established in 1857 by S.C.
Glenn, Rock Creek Station was orig-
inally only a small cabin, lean-to,
and barn west of the creek. Two
years later, however, Dave McCanles
bought the station and built a log
cabin and well on the east side of
Rock Creek. Later, he added a toll
bridge across the creek, charging

ten to fifteen cents to cross.

In 1860, McCanles rented, then
later sold, the East Ranch to the
freighting firm Russell, Majors and
Waddel, and the station became a
Pony Express swing station. The
next year, James Butler Hickok was
hired as a stable hand. In July, he
would make Rock Creek Station for-
ever a part of the history of the
American West.

The Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission began developing Rock
Creek Station in 1980. The East and
West Ranch sites were excavated by
archaeologists, and buildings and
corrals were reconstructed.

A self-guided tour takes visitors
across the grounds, a beautiful park
of prairie hilltops, cedars, rocky
creek bottoms, and ravines. A stone
replica of the 1865 post office has
been built, and the reconstructed

6

By Jo

East Ranch Cabin, site of the Hickok-McCanles fight, Rock Creek Station, Nebraska.

TRUE WEST



West Ranch cabin is open for inter-
pretation.

The toll bridge’s remains were
found during the original excava-
tion, but by crossing the recon-
structed wood bridge, a visitor can
understand how McCanles was able
to charge travelers up to fifty cents
to cross (if he thought they could
afford it). Rock Creek remains
steep, rocky, and prone to flooding.

The West Ranch includes the
Pony Express barn, with a black-
smith area, tack room, and hostler’s
quarte'rs. The barn was recon-
structed by using a photo taken of
the ranch in 1860. Next to the dam
is the bunk house, which includes a
cooking area. And then there’s the
East Ranch cabin, which is probably
what most visitors come to see.

On July 12, 1861, McCanles went
to the cabin to get money from sta-

Y ID. Boaccs

Author’s Collection
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tion manager Horace Wellman.
That much is known; the rest has
been hotly debated and is still open
to conjecture.

It is known that Hickok shot
McCanles, then wounded James
Woods and James Gordon when
they came running from the barn
area. The motive for the shooting
has been hotly debated. Only those
who were there know for sure what
happened.

Restoration continues at Rock
Creek Station with work on the toll
cabin east of the creek. The build-
ings, complete with reproduction
furnishings, are open for inspection,
and an interpretive center adds
insight to the station’s history.

A Nebraska Park Entry Permit
($2.50 daily or $14 annual) is
required to enter the park, and
camping is also available for $7 or

TON: EHlICKOX FOUGEHET EERE

$10. The park also offers picnic and
playground areas and hiking and
horseback trails. The interpretive
center is sometimes closed during
the off season, but the park is open
year-round.

For more information, write Rock
Creek Station State Historical Park,
RR 4, Box 36, Fairbury, Nebraska
68352-9413. The phone number is
(402) 729-57717.

!

Western Roundup is a report on places to go and
things to see associated with the history of the Old
West. Submissions are welcome. Information on
scheduled events should be submitted at least four
months prior to the event. Items on historic places
are also welcome. Send information including
photos to: Western Roundup, Western Publica-
tions, P.O. Box 2107, Stillwater, OK 74076.

Unique Gift Idea!
Now Available
As Pin!

Warning: Due to its authenticity, Texas State Law

prohibits shipment of this bolo to Texas.

Most-Wanted Bolo

Opti' call TOLL
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Exciting biog-
raphies of men
_ | who fought at

| Little Big Horn
with George A.
uster in 1876!
Reporter Mark
| Kellogg died
there and his
story has gone
untold until
now; First Sgt.
John Ryan sur-
vived to write

- about hls expen- ?Bt‘lv.lic and Death of Reporter Mark Ksllogg

L e enees
Custer’s First Sergeant «- By — IGo With Custer,
John Ryan Sandy The Life and Death of
i Reporter Mark Kellogg
$34.95 $24.95

“Barnard writes lucidly, and
presents his material in a forth-
right and detailed, yet entertain-
ing manner. ...Ted Quanrud

“1 suspect this work will soon
be among the classics in
Custeriana literature.”

...Jeff Broome

To order these enlightening new biographies by Sandy Barnard,
send payment for each book ordered , plus $4 shipping, to: AST Press,
. (812) 877-9582.
HOLIDAY SPECIAL: Order both titles now for a total of $50, plus

\ $4 shipping. j)

VISIT US ON THE INTERNET AT:
http:/www.qns.com/~dcordy/hombres.htm

OklahombreS is an association
for the preservation of lawman
and outlaw history of Oklahoma.
OklahombreS hosts programs
and field trips, and publishes the

OklahombreS Journal. L

B 4

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
RON TREKELL, TREASURER
8286 EAST 34TH STREET
TuLsa, OK 74145-1427

150 Years Ago

December 7, 1846: San Pasqual,
California. Kit Carson guided
General Stephen Kearny and about
120 officers and men into Califor-
nia; arriving on December 2, at the
ranch of Jonathan T. Warner, about
sixty miles northeast of San Diego. A
few days later the column marched
on toward San Diego, but at the vil-
lage of San Pasqual, the Americans
encountered Captain Andres Pico
and eighty lancers. Carson rode
with an advance guard commanded
by Captain Abraham Johnston.
When they were joined by General
Kearny and a small escort, Kearny
ordered a charge. Seeing only
twenty Americans charging his com-
mand, Pico held his men firm.

“Viva California!” shouted Pico’s
lancers as they triggered a musket
volley.

Captain Johnston was shot in the
forehead and another dragoon was
fatally wounded. Carson’s galloping
horse stumbled and fell, and Kit’s
rifle was broken in the fall. Soon he
seized a riderless horse and rejoined
the attack as the Mexicans
retreated.

The lancers wheeled and met
their attackers with the weapon that
gave them their name. The ensuing
combat was vicious, saber against
lance, and the Americans were
badly mauled. General Kearny was
lanced twice, and would have been
killed if his assailant had not been
shot by one of Kearny’s officers.

The remainder of Kearny’s force,
including two howitzers, arrived,
and Pico withdrew from the field.
But nearly a score of Americans had
been slain and almost as many
wounded. All but two of the dead
had been killed by lancing, while
many of the wounded had suffered
multiple lance wounds.

The Americans camped on the
battlefield and began to regroup.
The next day there was a sudden
charge by the lancers, but they were
driven away by volley fire. A few days

TrRUE WEST



later Kearny and his men finally
reached San Diego.

December 25. 1846: Watertown,
Wisconsin. William Milton Breaken-
ridge was born in Wisconsin. He left
home as a teenager to go west, arriv-
ing in Colorado in time to partici-
pate in the Sand

the frontier village Phoenix, for the
mythical bird. By 1871, promoters
were attempting to develop a town-
site just to the west of the cluster of
adobes, and on December 10, the
first lots were offered for sale.
Phoenix became the seat of newly
organized Maricopa County, and

within a decade the

Creek Massacre of
1864. By the late
1870s his travels took
him ' to ‘Arizona.
Where he served as a
Cochise County de-
puty sheriff during
Tombstone’s most
notorious period.
There were other law
enforcement jobs,
along with work as a
rancher and with the
Southern Pacific
Railroad. In 1928 he
published his remi-
niscences in Hell-
dorado basking in the
book’s publicity until
his death in 1931 in
Tucson.

controversial

Wyatt Earp, who refereed the

Sharkey fight in 1896.

peopulation
exceeded 1,700. In
1889, after the
arrival of the South-
ern Pacific Railroad,
the territorial capi-
tal was moved from
Prescott to growing
Phoenix.

December 13,
1871: Abilene,
Kansas. Abilene City
Marshal Wild Bill
Hickok “and all of
his Deputies” were
discharged by the
city council. Hickok
had been on the job
since April at a

Fitzsimmons-

125 Years Ago

December 4, 1871: near
Cheyenne, Wyoming. The north-
bound morning train from Denver
was halted by snowdrifts two miles
before reaching Cheyenne. Horse-
drawn sleighs were dispatched to
bring the stranded passengers into
town. Just over a week later, on
December 13, Cheyenne’s hotel for
railroad passengers was destroyed by
fire, and the Union Pacific had no
insurance on the $25,000 hostelry.

December 6, 1871: Tucson,
Arizona. A military telegraph line
reached Tucson, and a dance was
held that night to celebrate the
event.

December 10, 1871: Phoenix,
Arizona. A small adobe settlement
had grown up near Fort McDowell.
Englishman Darrel Duppa named
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monthly salary of
$150. James A. Guthrie was hired as
a replacement for just $50 per
month. Two months earlier Hickok
had fatally wounded Texas gambler
Phil Coe and, accidentally, his own
deputy. Now that the cattle season
was over, the controversial and
expensive lawman was no longer
needed.

December 25, 1871: San
Francisco, California. Civil War vet-
eran Ambrose Pierce, author and
columnist, married Ellen Day in a
Christmas wedding.

1871: Colorado, New Mexico,
and Texas. In 1871, the year he
turned twenty-two, John Larn was
involved in at least three fatal shoot-
outs. On a Colorado ranch where he
worked, Larn quarreled over a horse
with the owner of the spread. Larn
angrily pulled his revolver and killed
his boss, then fled south.
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On the run in New Mexico, Larn
encountered, a sheriff who became
suspicious. Taking no chances, Larn
gunned down the lawman and
headed for Texas. At Fort Griffin he
signed on with rancher Bill Hays,
and late in the year Larn led a vio-
lence-filled trail drive to Colorado.

Rumored to have killed a
vaquero early in the drive, at the
Pecos River Larn clashed with two
other Mexicans. Larn shot the two
men to death, then ordered their
bodies thrown into the Pecos “to
feed the catfish.”

Larn soon began his own ranch
near Fort Griffin and started a fam-
ily. In 1876 he was elected county
sheriff, but he engaged in rustling
and after ambushing a neighboring
rancher in 1878, Larn was arrested
and lynched.

100 Years Ago

December 2, 1896: San
Francisco, California. A scheduled

LONE COWBOY
My [Life Story

Wiy

By WILL JAMES

prize fight between Bob Fitzsim-
mons and Tom Sharkey saw the
hard-hitting Fitzsimmons heavily
favored by gamblers. On the day of
the bout, however, betting switched
to Sharkey as word went out that the
fight was fixed.

On the night of December 2,
14,000 spectators jammed into
Mechanics’ Pavilion, San Francisco’s
largest building. At ten o’clock the
pugilists climbed into the ring, fol-
lowed by a surprise choice as referee
—Wyatt Earp. A longtime gambler,
Earp had lived in the Bay area since
1890, and was currently involved in
harness racing. The former frontier
peace officer was packing a revolver,
and immediately he was disarmed
by a policeman.

During the fight many fans felt
that referee Earp ignored numerous
fouls by Sharkey. But in the eighth
round Fitzsimmons floored Sharkey

with a body punch. Sharkey

clutched his groin as he went down,

& o4
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whereupon Earp declared him the
winner because of foul, then quickly
left the ring.

“I was simply robbed out of the
$10,000 [purse] by that decision,”
complained Fitzsimmons. A great
many people, especially those who
had bet on “Ruby Robert,” agreed.

Fitzsimmons tried to sue for the
purse, but the judge threw out the
case because prize fighting was ille-
gal in California. Earp, who was
fined fifty dollars for carrying a con-
cealed weapon, was widely blamed
for a “fix,” although crooked fights
are difficult to prove. There was a
rematch in 1900 and the thirty-
eight-year-old Fitzsimmons knocked
out the twenty-six-year-old Sharkey
in the second round. A third and
final pairing was staged the next
year, but it was only a friendly exhi-
bition.

December 4, 1896: near Newkirk,
Oklahoma. Dan “Dynamite Dick”

by WILL JAMES

Drifting Cowboy
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Clifton was a member of Bill
Doolin’s gang who escaped with
Doolin from jail in Guthrie on July
5, 1896. Doolin was slain by a posse
on August 25, but Clifton remained
at large, finding refuge on the Sid
Williams farm, sixteen miles outside
Newkirk.

There he was located by Deputy
United States Marshals George
Lawson and W. H. Bussey. They
intercepted him on horseback on
December 4, but when they called
for his surrender he opened fire
with a Winchester. A slug from
Lawson’s rifle broke Clifton’s arm
and knocked him out of his saddle,
but he escaped on foot into the
brush.

By dark the lawmen had trailed
him to a cabin in the woods. As they
closed in he burst out the door, fir-
ing as he ran. The officers gunned
him down. He died within minutes.

50 Years Ago

December 3, 1946: Hollywood,
California. December 3 was the pre-
miere date of the Western film, My
Darling Clementine, Director John
Ford’s version of the Tombstone-
OK Corral troubles. Henry Fonda
starred as Wyatt Earp, backed by
massive Victor Mature as a robust
Doc Holliday, Ward Bond as
Morgan Earp, Tim Holt as Virgil
Earp, and Walter Brennan as Old
Man Clanton. Although John Ford
had talked with Wyatt Earp about
the dramatic events portrayed in the
movie, there are many glaring his-
torical errors, such as the death of
Doc Holliday (who is portrayed as a
surgeon, not a dentist!) at the OK
Corral. But, despite its historical
flaws, My Darling Clementine, atmos-
pheric and entertaining, became
regarded as a classic Western
motion picture.
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Editor’s Note: Murderer, thief, and
rustler Charlie Wilkins had been lucky so
far.
He had participated in the 1857
slaughter of a wagon train, resulting in
the death of 120 men and women. He
then began to run with a group of stock
thieves and narrowly avoided capture by
a Los Angeles posse that caught the rest
of the rustlers.

When the law finally did catch up
with Wilkins it was for a charge of
assault with a deadly weapon. He was
sentenced to two years in California’s
San Quentin Prison, but promptly
escaped and went back to his evil ways.

Wilkins had already killed two more

12

men by the time he met California
rancher John Sanford and killed him for
twenty dollars and a gold watch. So far
Wilkins had been fortunate in escaping
punishment for his crimes but his luck
was running out. Writer William Secrest
continues with the tale of, “The Man
Who Escaped”:

The body of John Sanford was
quickly discovered and the melan-
choly news reported in the Los
Angeles Star of December 12:

ANOTHER MURDER.
We are again compelled to
record another murder which was

California Historical Soclety
Los Angeles in the early 1860s was still largely an adobe town. Large ranchos were scattered across the land.

committed near the borders of
this county on Sunday last. P.
Banning, Esq., on Monday,
received a telegram from Fort
Tejon announcing that John
Sanford Esq. had been murdered
by an American, on Sunday, near
Kern Lake, and the murderer had
escaped....

Mr. Sanford was returning to his
sheep ranch in a buggy when he
was met by two Americans who
inquired of him if he could give
them work. He replied yes, that
they could herd sheep for him,
and invited one of them to get in
the buggy and ride to the ranch
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with him, leaving the other one to
walk. After driving a short dis-
tance the one in the buggy drew a
revolver and shot Mr. Sanford
through the back of the head,
killing him instantly. The mur-
derer was seen on Sunday last at 4
pM passing Fort Tejon coming in
this direction, but it was not
known at that time that the mur-
der had been committed. The
sheriff of this county, immediately
on receipt of the news, offered a
reward of two hundred dollars for
the arrest of the murderer whose
name is John Peters. The troops
and citizens of Fort Tejon turned
out en masse in search of the
criminal, and parties have left
here in the same direction, and
we trust that their search will not
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be in vain. Mr. Sanford was a resi-
dent of Stockton.

Charles Wilkins had picked a par-
ticularly bad time to commit a mur-
der. Fed up with the growing crime
rate of the past few years, Los
Angelenos were determined to do
something about it. City Marshal
Billy Warren, Undersheriff Frank
King, and others were efficient law-
men, but were overwhelmed with
the desperate characters of the area.
Then as now, the wheels of justice
turned much too slowly. Lawyers
were plentiful and too often desper-
adoes were turned loose on techni-
calities or lack of evidence. Worse
yet, the substantial men of the com-
munity avoided jury duty so that
often it was the irresponsible and

criminal sympathizers who made up
jury panels. It was in this climate of
fear and apprehension that vigi-
lantes began to assemble and
quickly sought to serve up their own
brand of justice.

The Star of November 21 ran a
brief item which proved to be the
fuse that ignited a powder keg:

AFFRAY

An affray took place in the early
part of the week, during which
officer Heater was inhumanly
beaten, the most serious wounds
having been inflicted on his head.
There are hopes of his recovery.
Six of those engaged in the affair
have, we understand, been lodged
in jail.

University of California at Los Angeles, Special Collections
The execution of Boss Dainwood and his companions by vigilantes outside the Los Angeles jail.
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The incident took place when
five or six thugs led by one Boston
“Boss” Dainwood caught Constable
R.A. Hester on the street one day.
Hester had arrested some of the
group before, and when the gang
surrounded him he must have
known what was coming. A burly
brute, Dainwood told his men to
keep anyone from interfering, then
promptly attacked the officer.
Pummeled from every side, Hester
quickly went down, where he was
savagely kicked and beaten about
the head until he no longer moved.
The thugs were so intent on the
beating that they failed to notice the
arrival of other officers, who quickly
covered Dainwood and his cronies
with their pistols and hauled them
off to jail.

Dainwood was typical of the des-
peradoes infesting the area. A for-
mer Los Angeles police officer,
Dainwood decided there was more
money on the other side of the law
and put together a gang of thieves
and thugs to prey on the southern
part of the state. Bandit and killer
George Strong worked with
Dainwood prior to this time and
mentioned some of their crimes in a
memoir. Strong, P.T. Herleman,
John Morgan, and two men named
“Red” and Baker were hanging
around El Monte, near Los Angeles,
at the time:

Some few days after I joined the
boys...we were joined by Boss
Dainwood. We then stole two
horses from Pio Pico, two saddles,
eleven robes from different
places, a couple of mules, four
head of horses from another man
and went about three miles to a
back of old Billy
Rubottom’s where we stayed some

canyon

time. Part of our company started
for the Colorado country, that is
Dainwood, Red and Smith, while
Baker, Morgan, Shultz, Herleman
and myself stayed behind....

Later, when the gang regrouped
at Weaver’s Diggings in Arizona,
Dainwood killed Morgan in a dis-
pute. He was also charged with the
murder of two men at La Paz. When
the gang decided to return to Los
Angeles, they met a Mexican packer
on the desert and began helping
themselves to his property. When he
objected, he was brutally shot down
and killed by Dainwood. The gang
apparently split up at this time,
probably because Arizona posses
were looking for them. In Los
Angeles, it was a new gang com-
posed of Dainwood, Ed Chase, Jose
Olivas, Pedro Ybarra and Andrew
Wood who had beaten Constable
Hester so badly. Wood, of course,
was the ex-soldier whom Wilkins
had encouraged to become a high-

wayman.

Since Dainwood had appar-

ently attempted to kill Constable
Hester and had made threats
against others in the community, a
group of citizens held a meeting.
The results were briefly chronicled
in the Star, November 28, 1863:

A VIGILANCE COMMITTEE

On Saturday morning last, a
number of armed citizens
marched to the county jail,
demanded the keys from the
Sheriff and on these being
refused, commenced breaking the
iron doors. There were, we pre-
sume, about two hundred persons
in the crowd. Having overpowered
the officers, and made good their
entrance, they led out five men,
who were held as prisoners, and
executed them by hanging in
front of the building. This in
brief, is the history of the occa-

sion....

The Star came out strongly
against such justice and utilized
more column space denouncing the
affair than they did in describing
the lynching itself. A Los Angeles
resident, writing to the Visalia Times
Delta on November 21, gave a more
graphic account of the proceedings:

WHOLESALE HANGING IN
LOS ANGELES
At an early hour this morning,
Saturday, the citizens of this place
themselves

formed into an

impromptu Vigilance Committee
for the purpose

Author's Collection

The infamous Calle de los Negros in Los Angeles where Wilkins and other desperadoes gambled and fought.
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of dealing summary justice to a
band of cut-throats confined in
the county jail of this city. At 10
o’clock the procession, some
three hundred strong, armed to
the teeth, marched to the jail
yard, when they were met by
Sheriff Sanchez and Undersheriff
King, who expostulated with the
crowd and used every exertion in
their power to preserve the peace
of the city, but to no avail....

After a two-hour sledge hammer-
ing, the jail door gave in and the
five prisoners were led out. They
were swiftly lynched from the roof
of the corridor in front of the jail.
The account continued:

Five more villainous looking cut-
throats was probably never seen
in this or any other country. This
wholesale slaughter may not be
sanctioned by the community at
large, but the citizens of this sec-
tion have borne the outrages
committed by this band until for-
bearance ceased to be a
virtue....The Vigilantes gave every
suspicious character so many
hours to leave the country, or
take the consequences. All busi-
ness places are closed. The whole
affair passed off with but little or
no excitement.

Harris Newmark was present at
the lynching and described the last
moments of young Andrew Wood:
“A large empty case was secured as a
platform on which the victim was to
stand and I shall never forget the
spectacle of the youth, apparently
oblivious of his impending doom, as
he placed his hands upon the box
and vaulted lightly to the top (just
as he might have done at an inno-
cent gymnastic contest), and his
parting salutation, ‘I'm going to die
a game hen-chicken.””

Wilkins had meanwhile fled the
scene of the Sanford murder and
headed towards Los Angeles. After
stopping at Gorman’s place, he pro-
ceeded to the San Fernando Valley
where he left his horse at a ranch
and walked to Santa Barbara where
he arrived about December 14.
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Feeling he was safe on the coast and
so far from the scene of the crime,
Wilkins stayed at a hotel that night.
In the morning he left town by a
side road, but was followed by a man
named Bartlett who thought the
stranger resembled the description
of Sanford’s murderer.

Stopping Wilkins on the road,
Bartlett began asking him questions,
and the killer realized the situation
he was in. They came together in a
desperate struggle, with Wilkins get-
ting the better of his opponent and

knocking him down. Bartlett struck
his head on a stone as he fell, but
grabbed the stone and soon bat-
tered Wilkins into submission.
Tying his prisoner’s hands, Bartlett
searched his blanket roll and found
Sanford’s watch and pistol with its
silver nameplate. He was sure he
had the killer.

Bartlett and his prisoner caught
the first stagecoach for Los Angeles,
the murderer whiling away the
tedious, long trip by confessing all
his crimes to his captor. Bartlett

Author’s Collection
Phineas Banning developed the port at San Pedro and organized stagecoach and
railroad lines from Los Angeles. When he failed in shooting Wilkins in court,
Banning had him lynched in a local corral.
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later remarked that the confession
“would fill a volume.”

Arriving in Los Angeles on
December 16, Bartlett delivered the
murderer to Sheriff Tomas Sanchez
who locked him up. Wilkins freely
admitted the Sanford murder, say-
ing he had killed him without even
knowing if he had any money.
When someone asked if the murder
of Sanford and others didn’t bother
his conscience, the brute only
shrugged. “No,” he said, “I think no
more of killing a man than I would
a dog!” At this time also Wilkins
mentioned his escape from the
Warren posse in October 1861.

The following day
Undersheriff King conducted
Wilkins to the courtroom of
Judge Ben-jamin Hayes for
his preliminary hearing.
Large crowds were gath-
ered outside and within. As
they were walking down
the aisle towards the
bench, King caught a hos-
tile movement in the
crowd, as reported in the
Star:

Accident — On Thursday
morning last, as the pris-
oner Wilkins was being car-
ried before the District
Court, Mr. Frank King caught
hold of a gun in the hands of a
Mr. Beardslee who was directing it
towards the prisoner. In the scuf-
fle which ensued, the gun was
accidentally discharged and both,
we regret to say, were shot:
Beardslee in both legs, and King
in the foot. The wounds were,
however, slight, and we are happy
to say they will soon be well.

In the confusion after the shoot-
ing, Wilkins sprinted for a door and
disappeared into a nearby house.
He was soon apprehended, how-
ever, and brought back to court
where he faced the judge for his
arraignment. Shaken by the inci-
dent, the killer quickly pled guilty to
the murder, anxious no doubt to get
back to the relative safety of his cell.
He was ordered to return to court
the following day for sentencing.
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Whether Beardslee was a person,
or just a typographical error of the
Star, is unclear. Whatever happened,
the incident was quickly glossed
over. And for good reason. The gun-
man was not someone named
Beardslee, but one of the pillars of
the community, the prominent and
wealthy transportation baron of
Southern California, Phineas
Banning! There is no doubt of this.

brother John, however, was some-
thing he could deal with. He felt
an overwhelming rage that des-
peradoes could roam the area and
commit such heartless crimes.
Wilkins’ confessions must have
been the breaking point. He had
killed Sanford for a mere twenty
dollars, before he even knew if he
had any money at all!

Seeking to avoid another shoot-
ing incident, Judge Hayes cleared
the court before dismissing Wilkins
and the attending officers. The
room was empty, but outside there

was continued shouting and curs-

ing by the mob of bystanders.
The officers and prisoner were
just moving towards the door
when the screaming crowd
burst into the room and,
pushing aside the lawmen,
seized the wide-eyed pris-
oner. Kicking and yelling,
Wilkins was carried from
the room by Phineas
Banning and a group of his
teamsters. Gathering
around a gate at Banning’s
corral, Wilkins was hanged
by “as excited a crowd of men
as it was ever my lot to see,”
reported an eyewitness.
The Star barely gave the
lynching a few lines, but a Los
Angeles correspondent of the San
Francisco Bulletin was quite moved by
the terrible scene:

Author’s Collection
Charles Wilkins as he appeared in a
police mug shot taken on his way to
San Quentin.

Harris Newmark  witnessed
Banning’s assault that day and later
wrote of it:

The hanging over, justice done,
without any quibbles or evasions,
or escape — but swift, sure and
certain, the people became calm
and all excitement soon passed
away. The remembrance of that
day, with its exciting scenes, of
which that hardened man, yet

Banning was overcome by the
tragedies endured by his wife in
recent months. We can only imag-
ine how guilty he must have felt
that it was his ship that had blown
up and killed her other brother,
even though it was an accident
that could not have been pre-
vented. The murder of Rebecca’s

young, was the central figure, is
like a bad dream. Such scenes are
sad, but sadder still that there
should be a necessity for them.
We hope we shall have no neces-
sity for their repetition here.

While not everyone agreed with
vigilante justice, one thing was cer-
tain. Charles Wilkins would not
escape again.
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John S. Chisum.

t sunrise on July
20, 1878, the bod-
ies of Alexander
McSween and four other men lay
lifeless in McSween’s Lincoln, New
Mexico, yard. The ruins of his home
smouldered nearby.

As anything resembling orga-
nized conflict, the Lincoln County

War was over. McSween’s partner ,
John Tunstall, had been killed sev-
eral months earlier when the rivalry
for economic domination had first
exploded into bloodshed. Many fac-
tors contributed to the failure of the
McSween-Tunstall faction to over-
throw the monopoly of the James
Dolan Company. The most signifi-
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cant cause was a simple difference
in the makeup of the opposing per-
sonalities: Jimmy Dolan was quite
prepared to settle matters by violent
confrontation, McSween and
Tunstall were not.

Had Tunstall and his associate
taken a close look toward the Pecos
Valley the year before, they might
have realized the dangers they were
flirting with as they worked their
financial schemes along the Rio
Bonito. The signs were there—clear
indications of the true scope of the
conflict they were creating. In the
spring of 1877 dozens of men from
the Seven Rivers area, close associ-
ates of Dolan, were clearly display-
ing their capacity for trading bullets
with their enemies. Their feud
against rancher John S. Chisum had
flared into a small-scale version of
the warfare Tunstall and McSween
would later encounter, a smattering
of killings and near-fatal collisions
which would be known to history as
the Pecos War.

By 1876, John Chisum was no
longer, technically, the Cattle King
of New Mexico. In the fall of 1875,
he had sold the bulk of his stock to
the firm of Hunter, Evans &
Company, a commission house
headed by hard-nosed forty-two-
year-old Scotch-born Robert D.
Hunter and operating out of Kansas
City, Missouri, and East Saint Louis,
Illinois. But Chisum kept possession
of the herds, agreeing to manage
the stock as Hunter gradually dis-
posed of the animals through gov-
ernment contracts and the firm’s
East Saint Louis canning facility. To
the small ranchers living in
Chisum’s shadow in the Pecos
Valley, nothing had changed. They
still looked upon Chisum as a range-

e By DAvID KING °
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hungry overlord who, given his way,
would shove the small outfits back
into Texas whence they had come.
By thus classifying Chisum, they jus-
tified in their own minds the system-
atic enlargement of their herds with
Chisum calves and the occasional
pilfering of more significant num-
bers of cattle. By late 1876, “Uncle
John” Chisum had decided enough
was enough.

The sale to Hunter and Evans
had not left Chisum entirely without
stock of his own. He disposed of a
further 8,000 head in 1876, to an
informal partnership made up of
the Brownwood, Texas, firm of
Coggins & Parks, and Robert Wylie
of Runnels County, Texas. Chisum
had bought several thousand head
from this group in late 1872 or early
1873. Now, with a number of law-
suits pending against him, the king
of the Pecos was eager to protect his
fortune by ridding himself of any
seizable property. Four thousand
head of these animals were driven to
the Texas panhandle, where they
were used to establish what later
became the Matador Ranch on the
Pease River. The remaining herd,
apparently owned solely by Bob
Wylie, remained on the Pecos in
New Mexico. With them stayed
Wylie and several of his herders,
among them Jim Highsaw, a man
named Yopp, and possibly Thomas
B. “Buck” Powell.

Bob Wylie, at forty years of age,
had been in the cattle business some
twenty-four years. Beginning in his
middle teens, when he received a
small beef herd as payment for work
as a bricklayer’s apprentice, Wylie
had gradually expanded his opera-
tions until he was one of the biggest
cattlemen in west Texas. In early
1865, he made his first trail drive,
going with four companions to Old
Mexico. Later that year he hired to
Jim Patterson to boss a drive to Fort
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Sumner, New Mexico. Patterson,
who with his partner Tom Roberts
held contracts to supply beef to
Forts Sumner and Stanton, had

. already opened the trail up the

Pecos that would become famous as
the Goodnight-Loving Trail.
Continuing in this capacity for sev-

Buck Powell and family.

eral years, around 1872 Wylie appar-
ently decided to stay in New Mexico.
Following a drive in company with
Sam Coggin, Wylie held his herd
south of Fort Sumner for about four
months. It is possible he was simply
wintering the herd there due to an
abundance of beef at the govern-

Robert McCubbin Collection
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ment installation. Regardless of his
intentions, a heavy blizzard scattered
the cattle and sent a disgusted Wylie
back to Texas after quickly accept-
ing John Chisum’s offer to purchase
the animals.

After three more years spent
ranching in Coleman and Runnels
counties, Wylie ventured to New
Mexico again, with Coggin and W.
Clay Parks, and the group acquired
the previously mentioned 8,000
Chisum cattle. Again Wylie showed
some inclination to stay in New
Mexico. Much like Tunstall and
McSween, he soon found himself in
a situation for which he was not well
suited. Although no stranger to
death, Wylie was not a violent man.
His temperament was such that one
of his cowboys described him as a
“whole-souled sort of fellow, trustful
of everybody.” It was to be this very
trait which would largely contribute
to the coming troubles. The Pecos
herd owned by the trustful Wylie was
preyed upon by local thieves and
especially by his own employees.

Chief among the cow thieves in
Wylie’s employ were Buck Powell
and Dick Smith, the latter holding a
position described variously as fore-
man, one-time foreman, and straw
boss. These men determined that

Wrylie’s herd offered a convenient
source from which to set themselves
up as independent stockmen. They,
and others like them, had grown
tired of living the hard life of a cow-
boy and seeing the big profits go to
others. Finding ready buyers among
their Seven Rivers friends as well as
the Dolan group at Lincoln, Smith
and Powell, along with others,
began helping themselves to Wylie
cattle.

If Wylie did not take this stealing
seriously, John Chisum did, and he
was not without assistance in his
search for the culprits. Robert M.
Gilbert, who had settled on the
lower Penasco River, was quickly
making enemies in Seven Rivers by
keeping Chisum posted on illegal
activities there. The forty-eight- year-
old Gilbert, a Mexican War veteran,
had known Chisum in Texas and
joined his friend in New Mexico in
the early 1870s. He was a consistent
source of reliable information on
rustling activities and would later
serve Governor Lew Wallace in the
same capacity.

Gilbert and Chisum were not the
only Wylie associates ready to stand
up against the lawless element. Two
key players in the Pecos War came
with Wylie from Texas. Jim Highsaw,

a twenty-two- year-old cowboy with a
reputation as a gunman, had known
Wylie since childhood. His father
had worked for Bob and his broth-
ers during the late 1850s in Erath
County, and Jim was working for
Bob in Coleman County by 1868.
How the young herder acquired his
reputation is unknown, but he
would soon back it up with swift and
deadly action.

Another Wylie cowboy was a man
known to history only by his sur-
name, Yopp. He was surely a relative
of Thomas McCall Yopp, who was
living at Wylie’s Texas ranch about
this time. The Yopps were a promi-
nent Georgia family until the Civil
War destroyed their fortune and
sent them westward. Thomas
apparently did not accompany the
Wylie group to New Mexico, proba-
bly due to age and the effects of a
Civil War wound. The most likely
possibilities for the Yopp who did
make the trip are Samuel and
Sidney, younger brothers of
Thomas.

Whatever his first name, Yopp did
not rest easy with the news that
other Wylie employees were stealing
cattle from their boss. Around early
October 1876, Yopp encountered
Buck Powell in one of the cow

John Chisum Ranch near Roswell, New Mexico, in the 1880s
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camps. As well as partnering with
Dick Smith in the stolen cattle trade,
Powell had made no secret of his
dislike for John Chisum. Stories dif-
fer as to what took place when Yopp
confronted Powell. Probably he
accused Powell of theft and tem-
pers quickly flared. Whatever
the details, lead was soon fly-
ing and a moment later
Yopp lay dead on the
ground. The Pecos War
had begun.

The killing of Yopp
received no special
notice among New
Mexico’s legal faction.
Powell provided a
story presenting him-
self as an innocent vic-
tim of a murderous
assault, who had nar-
rowly escaped with his
life. His self-defense
claim was challenged
neither by authorities
nor the Chisum-Wylie
group, who entertained no
hope of assistance from
legal officers slanted toward
the Seven Rivers crowd. Buck
Powell remained free, and the
incident did nothing to decrease his
acquisition of Pecos cattle. It did,
however, increase Chisum’s determi-
nation to put a stop to the thievery.

With the death of Yopp, the bat-
tle lines were drawn. The cowboys of
Chisum and Wylie steeled them-
selves for a fight. Among others, the
Chisum-Wylie forces included
Highsaw, Charles Brady, Johnny
Evers, Thomas Easton, J.M.
Franklin, Nathan Hendricks, Cicero
Knight, Charlie Moore, and Edward
Jackson. The fact that Chisum was
hurriedly importing reinforcements
may be inferred from the fact that
complaints would later be sworn
against “other persons whose names
are not known.”

The opposition was made up of
such Seven Rivers| hotheads as
Powell, Smith, Andy Boyle, the
Beckwith clan, W.H. Johnson, Jake
Owen, Lewis Paxton, Nathan
Underwood, Milo Pierce, Charlie
Woltz, Charlie Perry, and Robert
and Wallace Olinger. Many of these
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men had been seasonal employees
of John Chisum, and several were
owed wages by either Chisum or

Nita Stewart Haley Memorial Library

Robert Beckwith

Wylie. The big ranchmen saw no
reason why they should pay cowboys
to steal their own stock, so Chisum
and Wylie withheld payment of
these debts.

At this crucial time, Chisum had
matters aside from his fight with the
Seven Rivers group to deal with.
Hunter, Evans held the contract to
supply beef to the San Carlos
Reservation in Arizona. Chisum had
determined to relocate a large por-
tion of the herd to the Sulphur
Springs area south of San Carlos,
making delivery more convenient.
At the time of Yopp’s death, the first
bunch of cattle was being gathered
for the move west.

While this work was going on,
another theft occurred which

amounted to a loss of several hun-
dred head of ChisumWylie beef.
The culprits probably included, as
usual, Buck Powell and Dick Smith.
Most of the cattle were apparently
sold at El Paso, although it is possi-
ble some were driven by Milo
Pierce and Nath Underwood
to Fort Stockton, Texas.
Whatever the particulars,
Bob Gilbert was quick to
let Chisum in on the
event. Gilbert pointed
Chisum in the direc-
tion of Hugh Beck-
with’s Seven Rivers
ranch.

Beckwith was a
Virginian by birth,
and about sixty years
old. He had been in
New Mexico some
thirty years, and had
located at Seven

Rivers in 1870. He and
his wife had seven chil-
dren. Sons Robert and
John would play promi-
nent roles in future

Lincoln County difficulties.
The Beckwith ranch was the
primary rendezvous of the

Seven Rivers ranching community.
As such, it was also a center-point
for trade in stolen stock.

Chisum was too busy gathering
the Arizona herd to check out
Gilbert’s tip in person. But he
instructed his brother, Pitzer, to ride
down to Beckwith’s and take a look.
Around late October or early
November, as Uncle John led some
twenty men and 4,000 cattle on the
slow trip westward, Pitzer Chisum
and Jim Highsaw headed south
toward the Beckwith place.

Upon their arrival at Seven
Rivers, the pair discovered solid evi-
dence of the recent theft of Chisum
cattle. In the Beckwith corral they
found several hundred ears bearing
Chisum’s trademark “jinglebob.”
This earmark, when properly
applied, was nearly impossible to
alter. The “long rail” body brand
could be converted into any number
of figures. But the earmark left
thieves only one option—to cut the
ears off.
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Charles Perry, 1891.

With such incontrovertible evi-
dence, Jim Highsaw was probably
eager for confrontation. But without
instructions from his brother, Pitzer
Chisum declined to take action.

The cattle were gone, and with-
out some idea of their whereabouts,
nothing could be gained by such a
confrontation except bloodshed.
Lacking further orders, Pitzer was
not inclined to make such a danger-
ous move.

By the end of the year, the
Chisum faction had received
another tip. An El Paso associate
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sent word that some of the stolen
stock had been sold in that vicinity.
This information quickly reached
John Chisum in Arizona. By early
January of 1877, he was headed for
El Paso, leaving the trail herders to
watch over the Sulphur Springs cat-
tle. Either en route or upon reach-
ing El Paso, he met a group of
cowboys led by Highsaw and they
began to scour the area for animals
with conspicuously missing ears.
After a lengthy search, they not
only recovered a number of cattle,
but obtained descriptions of the

men who sold them. One descrip-
tion, the Chisum group felt,
amounted to a positive identifica-
tion of Dick Smith. However, the
trip had one negative result as well.
According to the recollections of
Lily Casey Klasner, it was while in El
Paso that John Chisum was exposed
to the smallpox virus that would
soon take effect on him. Driving the
herd eastward, the group had
reached a Chisum-Wylie camp on
Delaware Creek when the rancher
began to suffer symptoms of the
deadly disease.

The Chisum cowboys were greatly
concerned by their boss’s illness,
and Chisum’s former slave and cur-
rent horse wrangler made a desper-
ate ride to Fort Stanton in search of
medical aid. But the old stockman
seems to have given his condition
little worry. At precisely this time,
“Uncle John” decided to turn up
the heat on the opposition.
Apparently, by this time, Bob Wylie
was ready to do the same. So was Jim
Highsaw.

On March 10, 1877, Highsaw
found the man he was looking for.
At a public cow camp at Loving’s
Bend on the Pecos, he met Dick
Smith, along with Charlie Perry and
Jake Owen.

Having what he considered a pos-
itive eyewitness identification,
Highsaw did not hesitate to con-
front Smith about his rustling activi-
ties. Openly accused, Smith reacted
just as Buck Powell had. when
accused by Yopp — he went for his
gun. His luck was not as strong as
Powell’s, however. Highsaw, who
would later be described as “quick as
lightning on the draw” and “cool
under any circumstances,” beat him
to it. Several shots were fired, and at
least three bullets struck Smith. He
died on the spot.

Owen and Perry made no move
against him, but Highsaw knew
repercussions would be quick to
materialize. He headed straight for
the Chisum ranch house at South
Spring River, and alerted the men
there to prepare for a fight.

Concluded next issue.m
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Calamity Jane.
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ister was a hellraiser. There
was no doubt about it in the
girl’s mind. Sister would go
off on her own, hell-bent for elec-
tion, although she was worried
about what would happen to little
sister and little brother—but still,
she would go off and leave them.

Such may well have been the
thoughts of eight-year-old Lena
Pauline Canary at Salt Lake City in
the year 1865. Big sister was twelve-
year-old Martha Jane, later to
become famous to history as
Calamity Jane. Little brother was
five-year-old Elija or Lige, who
would later serve time in the
Wyoming Penitentiary.

There is much controversy as to
where the Canary family actually
came from and how the parents
died. According to an article by
Lylas Skovgard in a 1941 issue of the
Basin Republican Rustler, from infor-
mation obtained from Lena’s son,
Tobe Borner, the Canarys had trav-
eled by wagon train to Salt Lake City
Utah in 1865. The father was a
Methodist minister who had been
studying the Mormon religion and
had decided the Salt Lake Valley was
a veritable paradise. Somewhere
along the trail, Indians attacked the
train and killed Mr. and Mrs.
Canary. It had been their night to
guard the stock belonging to the
wagon train. According to the story
told by Tobe, young Martha Jane
traveled ten miles back to a military
post they had passed to inform the
soldiers of the tragedy. The troopers
were able to retrieve most of the
stock, and Martha Jane took charge
of the wagon and her young brother
and sister and moved on to Salt
Lake. :

After arriving in Salt Lake City,
the twelve-year-old sold the ox team
and wagon, bought winter clothes
for the family, and found a place for
Lena and Lige to live. Martha went
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to work in a boarding house and
from there began her wanderings
for the rest of her life. Yet in her
own biography, Calamity Jane
related that the family had trekked
to the goldfields of Montana, not to
Utah. In this tale, Mr. Canary was a
sometime gambler and preacher
and Mrs. Canary washed laundry in
the mining camps of Montana and
supposedly died of washtub fever in
Blackfoot, Montana, in 1866. Mr
Canary died in 1867. Calamity con-
tinues in her autobiography that she
left for Salt Lake in the spring of
1866, presumably with her brother
and sister.

In her version, Mr. Canary died
in 1867. She relates they arrived at
Fort Bridger on May 1, 1868.

Ellen Crago Mueller, for her
book Calamity Jane, interviewed Bill

Wilkinson, a great-nephew of
Martha Jane. According to his
account, Martha was in the area of
the mining camps on South Pass in
Wyoming around 1870-71. Calamity
may have been working at a board-
ing house in South Pass City, or
according to her version, was living
with the Major Gallagher family in
the camp of Miner’s Delight, when
she met up with freighter John G.
Borner. Tobe Borner related that
on one of John’s trips back and
forth to Salt Lake City from the min-
ing camps, he was badly hurt and
broke his leg. He was taken to the
rooming house where Martha Jane
Canary was working and she set his
leg. Martha knew Borner would be
laid up for some time and asked if
she could make the trip to Salt Lake
for him to check on her brother and
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John Borner wearing his Grand Army of the Republic hat in later years.

sister. She supposedly made two
trips in the next six weeks and
brought Borner’s customary load of
goods to South Pass. After his leg
healed, Borner resumed his trips to
Salt Lake and made the acquain-
tance of Lena and Lige Canary.

John Borner was born in Saxony,
Germany, in 1835 and immigrated
to the United States in 1859, taking
up farming in Wisconsin. When the
Civil War exploded upon the scene,
Borner enlisted in the Twelfth
Wisconsin Infantry on September
25, 1861. He became ill seven
months later and entered the hospi-
tal with chronic hepatitis and severe
diarrhea.

He received a disability discharge
on December 20, 1862, at Jackson
Creek, Mississippi.

His health improved after a time
and he re-enlisted in the Fiftieth
Wisconsin and served until the end
of the war. Borner later came west
and was present at the Wyoming
gold rush at South Pass in 1869.
Besides running his freight team,
Borner became fast friends with two
young gold miners, Ernest and John
Martin Hornecker, at Miner’s
Delight. The Hornecker brothers,
both natives of Germany, had come
to Wyoming from Missouri in
February 1869. In 1872, Borner and
Ernest Hornecker tried their hands
at raising potatoes near the site of
old Camp Brown (the future site of
Lander, Wyoming) on the Middle
Fork of the Popo Agie River, some
thirty miles from Miner’s Delight.
Later in the year, they moved to an
area known as Chief Washakie’s
horse pasture, near the mouth of
Sinks Canyon at the base of the
Wind River Mountains. Here both
men, along with Jake Frey, a friend,
squatted on what was then Indian
land and took up claims. Chief
Washakie knew the men and had
encouraged them to settle in the val-
ley to help provide protection for
his Eastern Shoshone band from
raiding Sioux and Arapahoes. On
New Year’s Day, 1873, the men
moved into a small cabin on
Hornecker’s claim and began farm-
ing and ranching in earnest. Later
that year, Borner relocated onto his
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adjoining claim in a rich meadow-
land near the Popo Agie River.

Borner brought Lena Canary to
the area within a short time. The
James I. Patten family, living at
Camp Brown on the Little Wind
River, was in need of some live-in
help. Jim Patten asked Borner if he
knew of some young lady who could
assist his wife, and Borner brought
Lena back to the valley on his next
trip. Lena (or Jennie, as he called
her) worked for the Pattens for a
time, but romance had blossomed
between the by-now eighteen-year-
old girl and Borner, who was twenty-
some years her senior. John Borner
and Lena Pauline Canary were mar-
ried in 1875, either at Lander or by
James Kime at Mineral’s Delight
(here again, versions vary as to the
month and location of the mar-
riage).

The Borners became the parents
of seven children over the next nine
years: May Rebecca, Tobias (Tobe),
Frank Edward, Theresa Theodosha,
Hannah, Bertha Pauline and
William Frederick.

In the meantime, the valley they
had settled in was beginning to fill
with new settlers. The immediate
ranching community around the
Borner place became known as
Borner’s Garden a name that
remains to this day. The Hornecker
boys, Ernest and Mart, had settled
down as adjoining neighbors, mar-
ried and started raising families of
their own. A small school was built
as children reached school age and
was known as the Borner’s Garden
school over the next fifty to sixty
years. A community hall was built
just around the hill from the Borner
place.

Accounts differ as to whether
Borner and Lena’s infamous sister
got along, although a younger
brother of Ernest and Mart’s, Albert
Hornecker, remembered that
Calamity would travel by in a buggy
on her way to visit her sister Lena
when she knew Borner would be
gone. Tobe Borner related that his
father had no use for Calamity and
felt she was a poor influence on his
growing family. However, Tobe also
related that Martha Jane was present
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at his birth in May of 1877. Old-
timers in Lander, the community
that grew up on the site of old
Camp Brown, stated that Calamity
Jane and her sister Lena ran a laun-
dry together in a small log building
that sat on Main Street, between
Second and Third, in early-day
Lander.

The § friendship’: with ' the
Horneckers also died a rough
death. In 1888 they and the Borners
became embroiled in a feud over a
ditch that was to be built across
Mart Hornecker’s land.

The feud became so bitter that
Borner took Hornecker to court to
obtain an injunction against further
interference. The Fremont Clipper of
June 14, 1888, related, “Mr. Borner
had some time since pronounced an
injunction to prevent any interfer-
ence on the part of Hornecker, but
as injunctions do not injunct to any
great extent now-a-days, he has com-
menced action against Hornecker
for malicious destruction of prop-
erty.”

Tragedy visited the Borner family
in October of 1888. Thirty-one-year-

Popo Agie River at Borner's Garden.

Mary Hornecker Overcash Collection
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Ernest Hornecker’s cabin at Borner’'s Garden near Lander.

old Lena Canary Borner, after suf-
fering ill health for some time (evi-
dently from injuries sustained from
being kicked by a cow), passed away.
Her obituary in the October 17,
1888, issue of the Fremont Clipper
stated, “She was one of the most
industrious women in the valley and
one whom all her acquaintances
held in the highest respect. Her
pride was in her children and her
home...:”

In the mid-1880s, Lander’s ceme-
tery had to be shut down due to
leakage from a ditch and springs in
the hill nearby. The Lander Lodge
No. 2, AF. and A.M. started its own
cemetery at Milford with land
donated by Charles Harrison. Lena
was buried here, though her grave
location is unknown and remains
unmarked to this day. Pallbearers at
her funeral were James I. Patten
(ironically, an uncle by marriage to
Ernest Hornecker), E.F. Cheney,
Charles E. Fogg, F.G. Burnett,
Charley Allen, and Samuel
Sparhawk, all very prominent citi-
zens of Lander.

Heartbroken and tired of fight-
ing with his neighbors, John Borner
decided to move. He took his hired
man, J.A. Benjamin, and went to
northern Wyoming to find a new
location. He built a cabin at what
would someday be the site of
Greybull, Wyoming, and later added
corrals and barns. A special June 6,
1974, edition of the Greybull
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Standard stated that Borner was “a
prosperous and very intelligent
rancher from the Lander country.
He picked Greybull as the site of his
new home because of his belief that
it was an ideal location. Two rivers
flowed into the Big Horn within the
space of a mile, the Greybull River
and Shell Creek. Between the
mouths of these two streams, he felt
should be an ideal site for a town.”
In 1888 the Wyoming Territorial
Legislature authorized a Poor Farm
for the soon-to-be state. The trustees
bought Borner’s ranch, and in the
spring of 1889, Borner loaded up
his wagons along with his children
and moved to his new land claim.
He had 100 head of cattle, a herd of
horses, and a herd of mules he had
acquired from the government. A
son-in-law, Irvin Wilkinson, later
stated that Borner brought along
lumber, paint and window sashes to
use in his new home and a lot of
“Prussian blue paint,” which he pro-
ceeded to paint on everything that
did not move. Wilkinson’s wife
remembered the trip well. They had
four wagons. Her dad put all the
kids in one wagon and pulled it with
four mules. The mules did not need
any driving, they just followed. The
kids sat down in the front with a box
of crackers and a jug of syrup and
ate on the syrup-smeared crackers
all the way to the Big Horn Basin.
Borner loved his children.
Wilkinson went on to tell, “He used

Mary Hornecker Overcash Collection

to come home nights after work and
he’d throw some old buffalo robes
down on the floor and play with the
kids.”

Wilkinson also told about Borner
building a large storm cellar. When
he had to go on long trips for sup-
plies to Billings, he would caution
the seven youngsters to stay in the
cellar because of Indians that trav-
eled through the area.

They would go into the cellar,
but after he had left, they soon
came out.

Borner became an honored
member of the community in his
later years, known affectionately as
“Uncle John” to those who knew
him. He was an active member of
the Basin Lodge of A.F. and A.M.,
along with his old friend, James I.
Patten, who had settled at Basin City
and had become its first post mas-
ter. Diseases he had acquired in the
Civil War returned to plague him.
He applied for a soldier’s pension
in 1898 and fought for some time to
obtain it. He was disabled at times
so severely he was unable to work.
Still he lived on to a ripe old age
and died on December 18, 1919. He
had been receiving a thirty-five dol-
lar per month pension.

Martha Jane, the hellraising
older sister of Lena, went on her
sometimes merry way and died in

Continued on page 28
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PLACE AS A CLASSIC IN
OUR LITERATURE.”

—Ray Allen Billington, author of The Far Western Frontier 1830-1860
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The California Gold Rush Experience

AN EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT
OF A NATION HEADING WEST

J.S. HOLLIDAY

g
“A unique book destined to take
its place as a classic in our Hterature”
RAY ALLEN BILLINGTON

TOUCHSTONE

A Division of Simon & Schuster

http://www.Simon Says.com

Y R o YR o Y ar

his vivid and intimate
chronicle of the California
gold rush—written by an
eminent historian featured
in the PBS documentary
“The West”—draws on
hundreds of diary entries
and letters to explore a
pivotal point in American
history with total authenticity.

“A masterly narrative....

A major work of California
history and a significant
explication of the
American national
experience.”

—Kevin Starr, author of Americans
and the California Dream, 1850-1915
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Author’s Collection

North Fork Masonic Cemetery near Milford, Wyoming. Lena Canary Borner is buried in an unmarked grave here.

1903, at about age fifty-one. She had
lied so often about her origins and
her life that folks do not quite know
just what to believe.

Lige, the youngest Canary sibling,
entered the Wyoming State
Penitentiary at Laramie, on May 3,
1896. His crime was obstructing rail-
road tracks He had hobbled horses
on the railroad tracks on January 7,
1896, for the purpose of collecting
damages from Union Pacific. He was

listed as age twenty-eight, a resident
of Uinta County (in southwest
Wyoming). A ranchman with a wife
in Ogden, Utah. He was released for
good conduct on August 12, 1900,
after serving four years and three
months. Lige turned respectable
after his release and returned to
Uinta County and worked on the
Dave Dean ranch.

Today, Martha Jane Canary,
“Calamity Jane,” rests in a grave next

to Wild Bill Hickok at Mount
Moriah Cemetery at Deadwood,
South Dakota, . Lena Canary Borner
lies in an unmarked grave in the
quiet sagebrush-covered cemetery of
a small ghost town.

i

Author's collection

A second view of the North Fork Masonic Cemetery. John Borner was an active Mason in the South Pass and Lander lodges

and later the Basin, Wyoming, lodge.
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On June 1, 1996, Lena Brazelton and Shirley Dillon
both of Powell, Wyoming, made a trip “home.” They
came to the Lander Valley to see the burial place of
their grandmother (and great-grandmother) Lena
Canary Borner, and the site of the Borner Ranch.

Lena Brazelton, the namesake of her grandmother,
Lena Borner, is the last living grandchild of John and

braw OM br

as a solider in the Civil War. The Borner children did
recall that their father knew chapter and verse of the
Bible—and did not hold with some of his infamous sis-
ter-in-law’s cussing in front of them, especially when
young Hannah followed her example. Calamity Jane
proceeded to get drunk in Lander, stripped off her
clothes and paraded up and down Main street singing at

the top of her

Lena Borner.
Her cousin,
Shirley Dillon, is

a great-grand-
child.

The visitors
were shown the
Masonic Cem-
etery near the
old town of
Milford, where
their grand-
mother is buried
in an unmarked
grave. They
then traveled to
the valley near
Sinks Canyon
that is still
known in the
area as Borner's
Garden. John
Borner’s ranch
is now the Jack-
son Ranch and
only a few parts
of the foundation where Borner’s cabin stood still
remain. However, the barn at the nearby Wallis ranch
is believed to have been Borner's barn, relocated the
location after he moved to the Greybull country. The
cousins also visited the Pioneer Museum at Lander,
where John Borner’s name is engraved on a stone
near the entrance. The stone lists pioneers who came
to the region prior to 1870.

Both Lena and Shirley were eager to know more
about Lena Borner’s life. Hannah, Lena Brazelton’s
mother, was only five years old when Lena Borner
died. A few reminiscencess have been passed down
in the family. Lena Borner was blind in one eye. Her
fatal injury resulted from the fact that John had asked
her not to fool with a cow and calf in the corral while
he was gone. Lena went out to the corral anyway, got
tangled up in a rope, and was injured. She lingered for
some time and finally died at just past or around the
age of thirty. John Borner, born in Saxony, Germany,
had been raised to be a minister. Not liking that voca-
tion, he ran away to the United States and later fought

Lena Brazelton and Shirley Dillon

DECEMBER 1996

lungs. The local
law arrested her
(whether for her
jaybird naked-
ness or her
singing is not
known) and
hauled her up to
Borner’s ranch.
He then kicked
her out.

There is
another story, in
family lore and
also in the his-
tory of Lander,
that John Borner
started a laundry
in a log cabin
between Second
and Third
streets on Main,
for Calamity and
Lena to run.
Lena may have
operated the laundry, but her far-ranging sibling did not
linger long.

Lena and Shirley were not aware that Lige Canary,
brother of Calamity Jane and Lena, had served time in
the Territorial prison at Laramie; although, it was their
understanding that Lige did ride with Butch Cassidy’s
Wild Bunch for a period of time. Lige did not serve his
term until after Cassidy was pardoned and was incar-
cerated there until around 1900. The cousins believed
that in his final years, Lige lived as a hermit, though
known as a kindly old gent, and is buried near Irwin,
Idaho.

The cousins stated that the Canary family had emi-
grated from Princeton, Missouri, on a wagon train and
that the parents were killed in an Indian massacre of
some sort, leaving Martha Jane, Lena, and Lige
orphans. The children were taken in by Mormon families
in Salt Lake City. In family genealogy , Lena is listed as
having been born in Ohio in 1855 or 1857. The family
contends she died in 1886, rather than 1888. Lena
Brazelton stated that her mother Hannah, who was born

Author’s Collection
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in 1881, was five years old when Lena Borner died.
’ The United States Census of 1880 for the County of
Sweetwater, Big Popo Agie Valley (now Fremont
County), listed John Borner, age forty-one; Lena
} twenty-one (?); children Rebecca four; Tobias eight;
’ Francis two; and Thresia (Theresia) five months. Three
more children were born before Lena died.
f At his death at the age of eighty-four in 1919, John
’ Borner was a fairly well-off individual with assets total-
ing $18,000. His survivors included: Hannah Alderdice
’ (Lena Brazelton’s mother), Greybull; Mrs. May
(Rebecca May) Hatton, Calgary, Alberta, Canada; Mrs.
’ Theresia Van Alstine, Okotoks, Alberta, Canada;
' William Borner, Twin Falls, Idaho; Tobias Borner,

I
|
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Borner sold out in 1888.

John and Lena Borner’s ranch (now the Jackson Ranch) at Borner's Garden, about 4 miles southwest of Lander, Wyoming.

Author’s Collection

Shell, Wyoming; Frank E. Borner, Greybull; Mrs. Bertha
Wilkinson (Shirley’s grandmother), Grebull.

The Borner house at Greybull was torn down several
years ago. Only the chimney remains in a city dark to
note the passage of the Borner family in the valley.
After his wife’s death, John Borner never remarried. He
settled down and raised his seven children in a loving
and affectionate manner and was one of the best liked
men in the Greybull country.

Lena Brazelton and Shirley Dillon enjoyed their trip
back “home” to the Lander Valley to see where their

relatives had started out.

Author’s Collection

f Borner’s barn, still standing near Lander, Wyoming. The barn was moved to the Carr Ranch (now the Walt Ellis Ranch) after
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TRUE WEST

LEGENDS
JOHN RINGO

By DaAvID JOHNSON

May 3, 1850—John Peters Ringo is born the oldest child
of Martin and Mary Peters Ringo in Washington. Wayne
County, Indiana. He is named for his maternal grandfather,
John Peters. Martin Ringo, a veteran of the Mexican War,
had married Mary in Liberty, Missouri, on September 5,
1848.

Summer 1856—Concerned about increasing vigilante
activity in Wayne County and James H. Lane’s radical Free
Kansas attitude, Martin Ringo, a moderate on the slavery
issue, resolves to leave Indiana. The family arrives in
Liberty, Missouri, in September.

1858—Martin Ringo moves his family to Gallatin,
Daviess County, Missouri, where he opens a store in part-
nership with Adam Clendenen, a wealthy pioneer of the
area.

1862—Nightriders begin terrorizing Daviess County.
These nightriders, combined with the firm anti-mob senti-
ments of his parents, will have a significant impact on John
Ringo’s later life.

August 5, 1862—Union and Confederate forces skirmish
near Cravensville. The Union forces emerge victorious and
capture two paroled Confederates, Thomas Hicklin and
Daniel Hale. The men are executed as nightriders on the
Ringo farm. It is probable that John Ringo witnesses the
executions.

1864—Martin Ringo is suffering from tuberculosis
which he acquired during the Mexican War. For health rea-
sons, the family resolves to leave for California. The family
starts west from Liberty with a wagon train on May 18,
1864. During the journey John drives one of the family’s
two wagons.

July 30, 1864—Following an Indian attack, in Wyoming,
Martin Ringo is accidentally killedwhen the trigger of his
rifle is caught in his boot strap and discharges. John Ringo
shoulders much of the responsibility for the family from this
time onward. John is considered a crack shot and provides
the family with game.

October 1864—Mary Ringo and the children take a stage
to California. John alone, drives one wagon. In California
the family lives for about one year on the ranch of Mary’s
brother-inlaw, Colonel Coleman Younger, at San Jose.

DECEMBER 1996

July 25, 1870—John Ringo is noted in the San Jose,
California, census. In the fall of that year he leaves home
with a reaping crew. In early 1871 John travels to visit family
in Missouri.

1872 — Word reaches John in Missouri that his brother has
contracted tuberculosis. Concerned over the finances of his
family, Ringo heads to Texas to take up the cattle trade.

1873—1874—1John Ringo makes the acquaintance of a
number of men in Llano and Burnet counties. Among them
are the Olney family. During this time tensions mount in
Mason County between German immigrants and neighboring
ranchers.

September 7, 1875—Paid $50 by John Clark and Daniel
Hoerster, the county brand inspector, Jim Cheyney rides to
Loyal Valley and tells Moses Baird and George Gladden that
they are wanted in Mason. At Hedwig’s Hill they ride into a
bloody ambush. Baird is killed.

September 25, 1875—Angered at the murder of his
friend, Baird, John Ringo, and some other men ride into
Mason. Ringo and a man identified as Williams ride to
Cheyney’s home. While Cheyney washes his face, the men
kill him.

December 27, 1875—Ringo and another man are arrested
in Burnet County by Sheriff John Clymer and charged with
threatening his life, Within days the county is in an uproar
over Ringo’s arrest, and a strong guard has to be posted to
prevent the men from being broken out.

May 4, 1876—A group of men including Joe Olney,
storm the jail in Lampasas,Texas, freeing Ringo and his part-
ner. The pair ride across country to Mason County.

October 1876—Ringo and George Gladden are captured
by a combined force of Texas Rangers and local lawmen in
Llano County. The men are taken to Austin for safekeeping.
By this time Ringo has acquired a reputation as one of the
most desperate men in Texas.

May 15, 1878—The Mason County charges against Ringo
are dismissed in court. Ringo resettles in Loyal Valley. He
runs for constable and is elected in November.

December 9, 1879—Ringo shoots Louis Hancock in
Safford, Arizona Territory. Texan emigrants to Arizona and
New Mexico begin spreading tales about the man. Ringo is
now suffering from post trauma stress syndrome and has
begun to drink heavily.

July 12, 1880—Ringo, Olney, Ike Clanton, and George
Turner hurrah the town of Maxey, Arizona. The men leave
peacefully when confronted by Jerome B. Collins. Ringo has
now settled in Cochise County, Arizona.
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WHAT TO READ

John Ringo by David Johnson.
Barbed Wire Press, l’() Box 2107 Stillwater, OK 74074

John Ringo- The (.un/m/z/n Who Never Was. by Jack Burrows.
University of Arizona Press, 1930 N Park Ave. STE 102 Tucson, AZ, 85719-4140

John Ringo: Mythical Gunfighter by Ben Tr (1\\\1(1\
Red Maries ’s, Box 891 Tombstone, AZ 85638

March 8, 1881 — Dick Lloyd is killed at Camp Thomas after shooting a man and riding a stolen horse into O’Neil’s
saloon. Ringo, among others, is charged with slaying Lloyd, but contemporary newspaper accounts indicate that he was
killed by bartender Jack O’Neil.

Summer 1881- Bitter controversy and bloodshed erupt along the Arizona-Mexican border as Mexican and American
bandits raid back and forth. The situation threatens an international incident, and the federal government moves to investi-
gate. In Cochise County trouble occurs when John H. “Doc” Holliday is arrested for stage robbery. His supporters, Wyatt
Earp and Earp’s brothers, force his common law wife, Kate Fisher, to flee Tombstone. The investigation against Holliday
continues. Ringo is visiting his family in California during this time period.

August 1881 Ringo becomes angry when a fellow poker player in Charleston refuses to extend him credit because his
word is not good enough. Ringo and Dave Estes hold up the game. The money is later returned, but both men are charged
for the crime.

October 26, 1881— The most controversial gunfight in western history erupts in Tombstone. Billy Clanton and Tom and
Frank McLaury are shot to death. Morgan and Virgil Earp are both wounded. Doc Holliday and Wyatt Earp are jailed. The
Clantons and others now look to John Ringo to take a lead role in avenging their friends and kinsmen.

December 28, 1881 — Virgil Earp is shotgunned and crippled for life by unknown assailants. Wyatt Earp later charges
that Ringo was one of the men responsible.

February 15, 1882 — Ringo challenges Wyatt Early and Doc Holliday and some of their gang on the streets of
Tombstone. He is promptly arrested before any shooting can take place.

March 18, 1882 — Morgan Earp is killed while playing pool in Campbell & Hatch’s billiard hall. Ringo denies any
involvement. Seeing that they can no longer remain safely in Arizona, the Earps begin their flight. Several men are killed by
the gang as they leave Arizona. Ringo is drafted as a posseman to go in pursuit.

April 1882 - John Ringo returns to California to visit his sisters. They attempt to convince him to move there.

June 1882 — Ringo, once again in Arizona, goes on another drinking spree. By this time post trauma stress syndrome has
made him violent and suicidal. Avoided by others during these bouts of drinking, Ringo rides alone.

July 13, 1882 — John Ringo commits suicide in the mountains above Tombstone. Wyatt Earp and Doc Holliday claimed
to have pulled the trigger on Ringo, although evidence provided by contemporary accounts clearly indicate that his death
was indeed a suicide.

WHERE TO GO

Tombstone Arizona — The entire town of Tombstone is a testament to the conflict between
the Cowboy faction and Earp family. Sites include the infamous OK C jorral, The restored
Birdcage Theater, and boot hill. John Ringo is buried not far from Tombstone, beside West

Tlll]\(\ ( reek, the spot his body was [()un(l in 1882. To locate the grave, which is on private
land, take Arizona Highway 181 to the Sander’s Ranch in S()ulh(ds[(m Arizona. The grave
is not far from the main ranch house beside Turkey creek.
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And Die
in the West

609—And Die in the West: The

Story of the O.K. Corral
Gunfight. By Marks.
480p. Univ. of Ok. Press.

$17.95p
019—Billy the Kid: A Short and Violent Life. By Utley. 328p.
U. of Neb. $12.00p

022—Historical Atlas of the Outlaw West. By Patterson.
232p. Johnson Books. $15.95p
024—Billy the Kid: A Handbook. By Tuska. 237p. Univ. of
Neb. Press. $9.95p
035—West of Hell’s Fringe: Crime, Criminals, and the
Federal Peace Officer in Oklahoma Territory. By
Shirley. 496p. Univ. of Okla. Press. $17.95p
040—Rise and Fall of the Sundance Kid. By Kirby. 153p.
Western Pub. $10.95p
068—Hanging the Sheriff: A Biography of Henry Plummer.
By Mather & Boswell. 226p. Utah Press.
$19.95¢
070—High Noon in Lincoln: Violence on the Western
Frontier. By Utley. 278p. U. of New Mexico Press.

$13.95p
079—Law West of Fort Smith. By Shirley. 349p. Univ. of
Neb. $12.95p

136—They Called Him Wild Bill. By Rosa. Thorough. 377p.
U. of Okla. Press. $19.95p
137—Western Peace Officer: Legacy of Law & Order. By
Prassel. 330p. OU Pr. $15.95p
138—Great Gunfighters of the Kansas Cowtowns. By Miller
and Snell. 494p. U. of Neb. Press. $15.00p
139—Jesse James Was His Name. By Sertle. Well docu-
mented. 283p. U. of Neb. Press. $11.95p
140—A Cowboy Detective. By Siringo. A western classic.
556p. U. of Neb. Press. $14.00p
142—The Gunfighter: Man or Myth? By Rosa. Thorough
study. 229p. OU Pr.. $14.95p
143—Life of Tom Horn. By Horn. Reprint of 1904 classic.
272p. U. of Okla. Press. $10.95p
144—John Selman, Gunfighter. By Metz. 254p. Univ. of U. of
Okla. Press. $13.95p
146—Pat Garrett: Story of a Western Lawman, By Metz.
Definitive. 328p. U. of Okla. Press. $15.95p
147—Encyclopedia of Western Gunfighters. By 0’Neal.
Who’s who. 386p. OU Pr. $19.95p
148—Bat Masterson: Man & Legend. By DeArment. 442p.
U. of Okla. Press. $16.95p
151—I’11 Die Before I’ll Run: Story of the Great Feuds of
Texas. By Sonnichsen. 387p. U. of Neb.
$14.95p
152—Dallas Stoudenmire: El Paso Marshal. By Merz. First
rate. 162p. U. of Okla. $10.95p
163—The Saga of Tom Horn: The Story of a Cattleman’s
War. By Krakel. 274p. U. of Neb. Press. $9.95p
164—My Girlhood Among Outlaws. By Klasner; ed. by Ball.
1988 rpt. 336p. U. Ariz. Pr. $14.95p
165—I Married Wyatt Earp. By Earp; ed. by Boyer. 277p.
Univ. of Ariz. Press. $14.95p
166—The Wild Bunch at Robbers Roost. By Baker. 224p. U.
of Neb. Press. $8.95p
231—Belle Starr and Her Times. By Shirley. 324p. Univ. of
Okla. Press. $14.95p
233—The Chronicles of Tombstone. By Traywick. Great stories.
223p. Red Marie’s Bookstore. $12.95p
261—When Six Guns Ruled: Outlaw Towns of the
Southwest. By Simmons. 125p. ACP. $10.95p
275—Mean as Hell: Life of a New Mexico Lawman. By
Harkey. 223p. Ancient City. $12.95p
299—The Authentic Life of Billy the Kid. By Garrerr. 156p.
Univ. of Okla. $9.95p
307—The Texas Rangers: A Century of Frontier Defense.
By Webb. 606p. U. Tx Pr.. $16.95p
312—Black, Red and Deadly: Black and Indian
Gunfighters. By Burton. 304p. Eakin Press. $24.95¢
313—Life of John Wesley Hardin, as Written by Himself. By
Hardin. 153p. Univ. of Okla. $10.95p

p = paper bound
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315—Tom Horn, “Killing Is My Specialty.” By Carlson.
257p. Beartooth Corral Press. $15.00p
347—Doc Holliday. By Myers. Popular biography. 224p.
University of Nebraska Press. $8.95p
351—The Banditti of the Plains...By Mercer; fwd. by Kitrell.
198p. Univ. of Okla. Press. $10.95p
352—The Life and Adventures of Joaquin Murieta, the
Celebrated California Bandit. By Ridge. 160p. Univ. of
Okla. $11.95p
353—The Rise and Fall of Jesse James. By Love. 446p. Uniy.
of Nebr. Press. $15.00p
378—The Lincoln County War, a Documentary History. By
Nolan. 608p. OU Pr. $24.95p
380—George Scarborough: The Life and Death of a
Lawman on the Closing Frontier. By DeArment, 322p.
Oklahoma University Press. $13.95p
382—The Luckiest Outlaw: The Life and Legends of Doc
Middleton. By Hutton. “A fascinating narrative.” 340p.
U. of Nebr. Press. $11.95p
401—The Arizona Rangers. By O'Neal. 222p. Eakin Press.
$15.95p
408—Grey Fox: The True Story of Bill Miner, Last of the
Old Time Bandits. By Dugan & Boessenecker. 260p. U.
of Okla. Press. $26.95¢
422—Helldorado: Bringing the Law to the Mesquite. By
Breakenridge; ed. Brown. Rpt. 448p. U. of Nebr.
$14.95p
424—Bowen and Hardin. By Parsons & Parsons. New info.
158p. Early West Publishers. $21.95¢
425—The Earps Talk. Ed. by Turner. The Earps’ version.
193p. Early West Publishers. $19.95¢
430—Hell on the Border: He Hanged Eighty-eight Men. By
Harmon. Parker and his court. 728p. Univ. of Nebraska
Press. $19.95p
432—The Dalton Gang Story: Lawmen to Outlaws. By
Samuelson. Impressive research. 183p. Shooting Star
Press. $25.00p
453—Gold Camp Desperadoes: Violence, Crime, and
Punishment on the Mining Frontier. By Marher and
Boswell. “A must.” 218p. University of Oklahoma Press.
*$12.95p
454—Robbers, Rogues and Ruffians: True Tales of the
Wild West. By Bryan. 318p. Clear Light Publishers.
$14.95p
497—The O.K. Corral Inquest. By Turner. Complete testi-
monies. 255p. Early West Publishers. $19.95¢
498—Sundance, My Uncle. By Ernst. New Longabaugh bio.
224p. Early West Publishers. $21.95¢
512—The West of Wild Bill Hickok. By Rosa. 223p.
University of Oklahoma Press. $15.95p
517—Bill Doolin, Outlaw O.T. By Hanes. 234p. OU Press.
$12.95p
528—Bad Blood: The Life and Times of the Horrell Bro-
thers. By Nolan. First time account. 210p. Barbed Wire
Press. $25.95¢
530—The Fighting Marlows: Men Who Wouldn't Be
Lynched. By Shirley. Best account. 188p. TCU Press.
$24.95¢
533—The Illustrated Life and Times of Billy the Kid,
Second Edition. By Bell. 192p. Boze $26.95p
534—The Illustrated Life and Times of Doc Holliday. By
Bell. 2nd in series. 144p. Boze Books. $26.95p
535—The Illustrated Life and Times of Wyatt Earp. By Bell.
144p. Boze Books. : $26.95p
542—Marauders of the Indian Nations: The Bill Cook Gang
and Cherokee Bill. By Shirley. 180p. Barbed Wire
Press. $21.95¢
546—The Earp Brothers of Tombstone. By Warers. Inside
story. 247p. U. of Nebraska Press. $9.95p
570—Roy Bean: Law West of the Pecos. By Sonnichsen.
Highly readable. 207p. University of Nebraska Press.
$9.95p
571—Montana’s Right H : The Vigilantes in
Action. Ed. by Callaway. 233p. University of Oklahoma
Press. $21.95¢
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573—The Vigilantes of Montana. By Dimsdale. Classic, first-
hand account. 272p. University of Oklahoma Press.
$10.95p
575—Diamondfield Jack: A Study in Frontier Justice. By
Grover. 190p. U. of Okla. Press. $8.95p
576—Captain Lee Hall of Texas. By Raymond. Well-written.
350p. U. of Okla. Press. $29.95¢
582—Age of the Gunfighter: Men and Weapons on the
Frontier, 1840-1900. By Rosa. 192p. U. of Okla. Press.
$19.95¢
585—Incredible Elfego Baca: Good Man, Bad Man of the
Old West. By Bryan. 104p. Clear Light Publishers.
$22.95¢
590—Trailing Billy the Kid. By Rasch. 220p. Western
Publications. $29.95¢
596—The Last Gunfighter: John Wesley Hardin. By Marohn.
320p. Early West Pub. $29.95¢
597—The Incident of New Mexico’s Nightriders: A True Account
of the Socorro Vigilantes. By L’Aloge. 183p. BJS Brand
Books. $10.95p
598—How I Routed a Gang of Arizona Outlaws. By Earp.
Reprint of Wyatt’s 1891 newspaper accounts. 44p. Trail
to Yesterday Books. $6.95p
599—The Outlaw Trail: A History of Butch Cassidy and His
Wild Bunch. By Kelly. 416p. Univ. of Neb. Press.
$14.00p
601—Daltons!: The Raid on Coffeyville, Kansas. By Smith.
256p. Univ. of Okla. Press $24.95p
603—Triggernometry: A Gallery of Gunfighters. By
Cunningham; intro by Rosa. 504p. Univ. of Okla. Press
$18.95p
608—Dangerous Trails: Five Desperadoes of the Old West
Coast. By Secrest. 269p. BWP. $31.95¢
610—Alias Frank Canton. By DeArment. Definitive bio.
448p. Univ. of OK. Press. $29.95¢
611—John Wesley Hardin: Dark Angel of Texas. By Metz.
New research, photos. Mangan Books. $24.95¢
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COWMAN AND PLAINSMAN

By J. Evetts
WILSTRATIONS BY HARO DBUGEEE.

ATEXAS
COWBOY

CRIPPLE CREEK DAYS
Mabel Barbee Lee

Foreward by Lowell Thomas

543—TOMBSTONE’S EARLY YEARS. By
John Myers Myers. Originally published in 1950,
Myers’ book is packed with dramatic events like
the gunfight at the OK Corral and colorful charac-
ters such as Wyatt Earp and Bat Masterson. Myers
used painstaking research and skillful writing to
produce this authoritative account of “the town that
would not die.” “Topnotch writing"—San Fran-
cisco Chronicle. 260p. University of Nebraska
Press.
Paper, $10.00

489—CHARLES GOODNIGHT: COWMAN
AND PLAINSMAN. By J. Eveits Haley. A veteran
of the Texas plains by the age of thirteen, Goodnight
launched into the cattle business at twenty, guiding
the Texas Rangers at twenty-four, blazing cattle trails
nearly two thousand miles beyond the frontier at
forty, and at forty-five dominating nearly two million
acres of range country in the interests of order. Even
at the age of ninety he was an international authority
on the range industry. Haley provides a fully readable
and important biography, vividly told, thrilling, and
completely authentic. 485p. University of Oklahoma
Press. Paper, $17.95

551—A TEXAS COWBOY; OR FIFTEEN
YEARS ON THE HURRICANE DECK OF A
SPANISH PONY. By Charles A. Siringo; intro. &
biblio. by J. Frank Dobie. Siringo punched cattle
for Shanghai Pierce, rode the Chisholm Trail,
knew Tascosa, once roped a buffalo, and joined in
the chase for Billy the Kid. His chronicle of his
years as a itchy-footed boy, cowhand, range detec-
tive, and adventurer was originally published in
1885. This edition reprints the 1886 Addenda.
216p. University of Nebraska Press.
Paper, $10.00

578—COW PEOPLE. By J. Frank Dobie. Dobie,
the undisputed storyteller of Texas, recorded here
the fading memories of a bygone Texas, the remi-
niscences of the cattlemen themselves. A native
Texan, Dobie had an inborn knowledge of the men
and customs of the trail camps. His stories of those
men reveal that they were as various as the country
was big.This is a classic account and a “must
read.” 305 p. University of Texas Press.
Paper, $9.95

586—CRIPPLE CREEK DAYS. By Mabel Barbee
Lee; foreword by Lowell Thomas. Lee’s chronicle of
the early days of Cripple Creek, Colorado, is a rous-
ing tale of the fortune-making, heart-breaking min-
ing camp in the Rockies. Lee arrived there as a child
and saw the gold camp through wide-eyed wonder.
Her book brings back a time and place with affec-
tion. “Fascinating”"—Chicago Sunday Tribune. 270p.
University of Nebraska Press.
Paper, $10.95

FREE BOOK OFFER!

iy Jo Mora

Trail Dust &
Saddle Leather

HOLLYW

mmmu‘u‘m

nmmm

BOOKMART =

532—SOILED DOVES: PROSTITUTION IN
THE EARLY WEST. By Anne Seagraves. Soiled
Doves tells of the grey world of prostitution and the
women who participated in the oldest profession.
Colorful, if not socially acceptable, these women of
easy virtue were a definite part of the early West.
Illustrated with many rare photos, this book pro-
vides a touching insight into the lives of the ladies
of the night. 173p. Wesanne Publications.
Paper, $11.95

567—TRAIL DUST AND SADDLE LEATHER.
By Jo Mora. Born in Uruguay in 1876, Mora
worked with and observed cowboys and vaqueros
from Canada to South America for more than half
a century. In Trail Dust and Saddle Leather, he
presents in authentic lingo and detailed drawings
the real-life cowboy’s daily chores and chow,
clothing and equipment, and ways with critters and
steeds. First published in 1946. “Superbly illus-
trated...exceptionally fine book"—Library Journal.
246p. University of Nebraska Press.
Paper, $10.95

604—THE HOLLYWOOD POSSE: The Story
of a Gallant Band of Horsemen who Made Movie
History. By Diana Serra Cary. After 1912, when
the great cattle empires began to crumble, a handful
of discarded cowboys stumbled upon a new frontier-
Hollywood. In this insider’s view, filled with
numerous anecdotes, Cary tells the story of these
horsemen who survived for another fifty years as
riders, stuntmen, and doubles for the stars. 276p.
University of Oklahoma Press.

NEW SELECTION! Paper, $16.95

502—THE OREGON TRAIL. By Francis
Parkman; ed. by E.N. Feltskog. Considered one of
the foremost historians of America’s early years,
Parkman established his reputation in great part
through the publication of The Oregon Trail. As a
young man he decided to write a history of the
French and English contest for domination of the
North American continent. To leamn firsthand about
the Indians of the Plains, he traveled the Oregon
Trail in 1846. From that trip emerged this important
book. Feltskog's edition is considered the authorita-
tive text. 854p. University of Nebraska Press.
Paper, $22.50

001—DAUGHTERS OF JOY, SISTERS OF
MISERY: PROSTITUTION IN THE AMERI-
CAN WEST, 1865-90. By Anne M. Butler. “Frail
sisters,” “fallen angels,” “soiled doves—whatever
they were called, these women lived lives of nearly
anonymous destitution. Butler’s account of their
lives bears scant resemblance to popular depictions
in film and fiction. It reveals instead an existence
on the brink of despair. 179p. University of Illinois
Press.
Paper, $12.95
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415—THE OFFICIAL TV WESTERN BOOK, VOL-
UME 4. By Neil Summers. This book is the fourth and final
volume in a very popular series. It profiles forty-seven west-
ern television programs. Heavily illustrated. Old West Shop

Publishing.

415—VOLUME 4 Paper, $20.95

298—VOLUME 3 Paper, $19.95

207—VOLUME 2 Paper, $18.95

077—VOLUME 1 Paper, $18.95
THE UNSUNG HEROES

BY NEIL SUMMERS
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606—THE UNSUNG HEROES. By Neil Summers. More
than 125 classic photos of the men who doubled for the lead-
ing western film stars fill this unique pictorial book. Each
photo identifies the person, place, stunts, and movie it is
from. 128p.0ld West Shop Publishing. Paper, $19.95
NEW SELECTION!
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594—THE OLD WEST. Packaged as a boxed set, these
three original audio books of sixty minutes each combine sto-
ries of the Old West with music and sound giving the listener
a sense of “being there” as the story unfolds. THE COWBOY
tells the story of the cowboy and how he lived and worked.
TRUE TALES FROM OLD TOMBSTONE recounts the gun-
fight at the O.K. Corral and tales of Tombstone. PIONEERS
IN PETTICOATS tells of women, famous and not so
famous, who settled and roamed the West. National Tape
Corp. Audio Tapes, $17.95/set

HISTORICAL ATLAS
OF NEW MEXICO

AR j:l

580—HISTORICAL ATLAS OF NEW MEXICO. By
Warren A. Beck & Ynez D. Haase. A historian and a cartogra-
pher collaborate to depict specific aspects of New Mexico’s
geography and its colorful, multicultural history, the narrative
illustrated by a profusion of maps. Topics include Spanish &
U.S. expeditions, first towns, historic trails, the Civil War,
stagecoach lines, railroads, and other subjects. 140p. University
of Oklahoma Press.

NEW SELECTION! Paper, $19.95

533—THE ILLUSTRATED LIFE AND TIMES OF
BILLY THE KID. By Bob Boze Bell. Revised and expanded,
Bell’s second edition of his popular biography of Billy offers
even more vivid illustrations and photographs of the Kid and his
times. 192p. Tri Star-Boze Publications. Paper, $29.95
ALSO AVAILABLE:

534—THE ILLUSTRATED LIFE AND TIMES OF DOC
HOLLIDAY. 128p. By Bell. Paper, $26.95
535—THE ILLUSTRATED LIFE AND TIMES OF
WYATT EARP. 144p. By Bell. Paper, $26.95

266—COWBOY SPURS AND THEIR MAKERS. By
Jane Pattie. This large, richly illustrated book tells for the
first time the fascinating story of the western folk art of spurs
and the artisans who have crafted them. It also gives collec-
tors, professional historians, and westerners a valuable refer-
ence for identifying spurs used in Texas and the Southwest,
168p. Texas A&M University Press.
Cloth, $39.95

581—GHOST TOWNS OF TEXAS. By T. Lindsay Baker.
Baker brings to view—if not to life—eighty-six Texas ghost
towns. He comments about each town’s founding, its former
significance, and the reasons for its decline. There are maps
and instructions for reaching each site and numerous pho-
tographs showing the past and present status of each.
“Readable and lively style”—Western Historical Quarterly.
196p. University of Oklahoma Press.

NEW SELECTION! Paper, $18.95

577—GHOST TOWNS AND MINING CAMPS OF
NEW MEXICO. By James E. & Barbara H, Sherman. One
hundred thirty of New Mexico’s old and defunct communi-
ties comprise this historical and pictorial journey. A cross
section of New Mexico’s legacy from the frontier past
unfolds in an array of 450 photographs and highlights of the
history and adventures of the people who lived there, 270p.
University of Oklahoma Press.

NEW SELECTION! Paper, $19.95
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529—ARIZONA GHOST TOWNS AND MINING
CAMPS: A TRAVEL GUIDE TO HISTORY. By Philip
Varney. A publication of Arizona Highways magazine, this is
a visually rich book that also serves as a useful travel guide
to an excellent assortment of Arizona ghost towns. Included
with top-notch color photography are many historical pho-
tographs and regional road maps. Route instructions are
included, as well as a glossary of mining terms. 136p.
Arizona Highways. Paper, $14.95

See next page jor more details!
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007—Mountain Boyhood. By Mills. First-hand account.
311p. University of Nebraska Press. $9.95p
011—Those Great Cowboy Sidekicks. By Bethel.
Thirty-six film and TV bios. 325p. WOY Pub. $14.95p
017—Westward Vision: The Story of the Oregon Trail.
By Lavender. Genuine classic. 425p. Univ. of Neb. Press.
$15.00p
018—Wild Towns of Nebraska. By Lee. Well il-
lustrated guide. 147p. Caxton Printers. $14.95p
051—The Trampling Herd: The Story of the Cattle
Range in America. By Wellman. Colorful history. 433p.
Univ. of Nebraska Press. $12.95p
086—Maverick Town: The Story of Old Tascosa. By
McCarty. Solid history. 304p. U. of Okla. $12.95p
114—Knights of the Green Cloth: Saga of Frontier
Gamblers. By DeArment. Excellent study. 424p. OU Press.
$14.95p
157—We Pointed Them North: Recollections of a
Cowpuncher... By Abbott & Smith. Cowboy classic.
247p. University of Oklahoma Press. $12.95p
160—The Road to Virginia City: The Diary of James
Knox Polk Miller. Ed. by Rolle. Highly recommended.
154p. Univ. of Oklahoma Press. $8.95p
173—Historical Atlas of Texas. By Stephens &
Holmes. Superb reference. 132p. University of
Oklahoma Press. $34.95¢, $19.95p
174—Buried Treasures of the American Southwest...
By Jameson. Fascinating. 220p. August House. $11.95p
175—Historical Atlas of the American West. By Beck
& Haase. 158p. University of Oklahoma Press. $21.95p

177-—The Old-Time Cowhand. By Adams. Western
classic. 354p. Univ. of Nebraska Press. $11.95p
184—Burs Under the Saddle: A Second Look at
Books and Histories of the West. By Adams. In-
dispensible. 610p. U. of Okla. Press. $19.95p
185—Bill Pickett: Bulldogger. By Hanes. 208p.
University of Oklahoma Press. $13.95p
190—Cowboys, Cooks, and Catastrophes. By Cun-
ningham. Western humor. 138p. Caxton. $9.95p
199—Covered Wagon Days: from the Private
Journals of Albert Jerome Dickson. By Dickson. 285p.
University of Nebraska Press. $9.95p
206—Border and the Buffalo. By Cook. Important
first-hand account. 362p. State House Press. ~ $14.95p
215—The Longhorns. By Dobie. A western classic.
440p. Univ. of Texas Press. $14.95p
217—The Mustangs. By Dobie. Master storytelling.
392p. Univ. of Texas Press. $14.95p
222—Trail Drivers of Texas. Comp. and ed. by Hunter.
Classic Work. 1147p. Uniy. of Texas Press. $24.95p
227—A Time to Stand: The Epic of the Alamo. By
Lord. “Excellent.” 271p. U. of Nebraska. $6.95p
235—Ten Days on the Plains. Ed by Hurton. Special
price. 178p. SMU Press. $10.98¢
256—Shoot ’Em Ups Ride Again. Volume 2. Adams &
Rainey. 309p. WOY Books. $19.95p
270—Ghost Towns of Montana. By Miller. Heavily
illustrated. 178p. Pruett. $18.95p
282—Hell’s Half Acre: The Life and Legend of a Red
Light District. By Selcer. 364p. TCU Press. $15.95p
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Receive a FREE copy of the Western Magazine Price Guide with
your BookMart order of $50 or 5 books, whichever is greater.

Western Magazine Price Guide
It’s an $8.50 value...Yours FREE! It’s the only price guide for
Wiestern magazines, including True West & Old West. What's your
collection worth? Find out today with the Western Magazine Price

Call toll FREE 1-800-749-3369
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305—Come an’ Get It: The Story of the Old Cowboy
Cook. By Adams. “Superlative.” 170p. Univ. of Okla Press.
$9.95p
306—Wildest of the Wild West. By Bryan. Tales of Las
Vegas, NM. 269p. Clear Light. $19.95p
339—Captivity of the Oatman Girls. By Stratton.
Gripping story. 294p. University of Neb. Press. $9.95p
356—O0ld Deadwood Days. By Bennett. Great history
of Deadwood. 314p. University of Neb. Press. $9.95p
358—Buffalo Hunters: The Story of the Hidemen. By
Sandoz. 372p. University of Nebraska Press. $11.95p
383—Early Days in Texas: “A Trip to Hell and
Heaven.” By McEntire. Important firsthand account.
184p. Univ. of Oklahoma. $22.95¢
395—Handcarts to Zion: The Story of a Unique
Western Migration. By Hafen & Hafen. 336p.
University of Nebraska Press. $12.95p
400—Buried Treasures of Texas. By Jameson. 31 sto-
ries. 202p. August House Press. $9.95p
404—Gathering of Zion: The Story of the Mormon
Trail. By Stenger. “Superb narrative.” 332p. Nebraska.
$12.95p
437—The Old West Trivia Book. By Bullis. Factual
and entertaining. 160p. Gem Guides Book Co.  $9.95p
439—Coronado’s Children: Tales of Lost Mines and
Buried Treasures of the Southwest. By Dobie. Dobie
at his best. 351p. Univ. of Texas Press. $10.95p
440—Tales of Old-Time Texas. By Dobie. Master
story-telling. 350p. University of Texas Press. $12.95p
449—O01d Spanish Trail: Santa Fe to Los Angeles. By
Hafen & Hafen. Classic history. 375p. U. of Nebr.
$12.95p
461—Will James: The Last Cowboy Legend. By
Amaral. Excellent biography. 174p. Univ.of Nev. Press
$11.95p
467—The Plainsmen of the Yellowstone: A History of
the Yellowstone Basin. By Brown. Authoritative chroni-
cle of the Basin. 480p. Univ. of Neb. Press. $14.00p
478—Knocking Round the Rockies. By Ingersoll.
Lively recollections. 220p. Univ. of Okla. Press
$11.95p
480—Overland in 1846: Diaries and Letters of the
California-Oregon Trail. Vol. 1. Ed by Morgan. 475p.
University of Nebraska Press. $14.95p
481—Overland in 1846: Diaries and Letters of the
California-Oregon Trail. Vol. 2. Ed by Morgan. 368p.
University of Nebraska Press. $14.95p
484—Tularosa: Last of the Frontier West. By
Sonnichsen. Harsh town; great story. 344p. U. of New
Mex. Press. $14.95p
488—From the Pecos to the Powder: A Cowboy’s
Autobiography. By Kennon & Adams. Life of a
Montana cowboy. 264p. Univ. of Okla. Prs. $13.95p
492—Pioneer Days in the Early Southwest. By
Foreman. 345p. University of Nebraska Press. $14.95p
493—From Martyrs to Murderers: The Old
Southwest’s Saints, Sinners & Scalawags. By Meketa.
213p. Yucca Tree Press $12.95p
494—Across the Plains: An 1862 Journey from
Omaha to Oregon. By Smedley. Excellent chronicle.
86p. Johnson Books. $9.95p
495—Into the Wilderness Dream: Exploration
Narratives of the American West, 1500-1805. Ed. by
Barclay, et al. 36 first-person accounts. 397p.
University of Utah Press. $17.95p
519—A Vast Amount of Trouble: A History of the
Spring Creek Raid. By Davis. Sheepmen vs. cattlemen.
290p. University Press of Colorado. $22.50c
525—Roadside History of Texas. By Leon C. Metz.
Many maps and photos. 448p. Mountain Press
Publishing. $16.00p
569—Saddles and Spurs: The Pony Express Saga. By
Settle & Settle. Fast moving story. 217p. Univ. of Neb.
Pr. $9.95p
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SE

oung James McGuire was a

happy man on that September

day in 1874 when he rode out
of Wallace, Kansas. He was driving a
team of uniquely marked horses
that were pulling an almost new
wagon, and he had money in his
pocket. He had just sold $1600
worth of buffalo hides to a firm
owned by Peter Robidoux, Thomas
Madigan, and A. L. Dodge. After
refitting, he was headed toward
southwestern Nebraska for another
buffalo hunt.

Two fellows were trailing him.
Supposedly they also were hunting
hides, although they had never been
known to do much hunting before.
A few weeks later William Henry
(Hank) Dodge and Walter Hardin
drove boldly back through the
Wallace, Kansas, area with the same
distinctively marked team and
wagon that McGuire had driven out
of town earlier. They said they had
encountered McGuire on the trail
and bragged about their acquisition
of McGuire’s rig and his gun. A man
named Cooley recalled camping
with the two men on the Smoky Hill
near Wallace in late September and
commented that they had said at
that time that they were “after
McGuire.”

A. L. Dodge, no relation to Hank,
was deputy sheriff of Ellis County,
Kansas. He decided their possession
of McGuire’s rig should be looked
into, so he pursued them some hun-

dred miles southwest of Wallace,
arrested them for grand larceny of
goods from James McGuire, and
lodged them in the county jail in
Hays City.

At the same time Sheriff Dodge
was pursuing the two in Kansas,
James McGuire’s weighted body was
pulled from the backwaters of
Frenchman Creek, a fork of the
Republican River in unorganized
Chase County, Nebraska, some forty
miles from Julesburg, Colorado.
Asbury Buckmaster, the man who
found him on October 4, 1874, and
gave him a decent burial nearby,
wrote a letter to the Omaha Bee
which was printed on October 21:

Enclosed you will find a letter
which was found in the pocket of
James McGuire, who was mur-
dered and buried in the waters of
Frenchman Creek 40 miles from
Julesburg...Will you be so kind as
to publish the enclosed letter so
that friends may know where he is.
We buried him as best we could.
For further particulars they can
address me at Cedarville, Smith
County, Kansas.

Asbury Buckmaster

The Bee not only printed the let-
ter but asked other newspapers to
print it also. Buckmaster had gone
northwest to Julesburg via the
Union Pacific Railroad to contact
authorities. While there he heard

about a team of distinctively marked
horses belonging to McGuire that
had been in the possession of two
hide hunters identified as Dodge
and Hardin, who were headed
toward Kansas when last seen.

Meanwhile Peter McGuire, James
McGuire’s brother, had read
Buckmaster’s letter in the Omaha Bee
and had taken the train to Julesburg
to learn more details of the murder.
While there he heard about Dodge
and Hardin having his brother’s
team and gun in their possession.
He also learned they were under
arrest in Hays City. He immediately
wired the governor of Nebraska,
Robert W. Furnas, that the men
were in jail in Kansas, but were
being held only for stealing, not for
murder. Since he knew his brother
was murdered in Nebraska, he
wanted to know what was required
to bring them back to Nebraska to
stand trial for his brother’s murder.

Governor Furnas replied, “Have
charges of murder preferred. Make
affidavit they are fugitives from jus-
tice. With proper papers will issue
requisition. Consult a good lawyer
to draw papers.”

On November 3, the governor
received a communication from
C.W. Smith, acting sheriff of
Cheyenne County, Nebraska. Smith
had received a letter from the sher-
iff at Hays City stating that he was
holding Dodge and Hardin and
they would be released on a writ of
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The Otoe County, Nebraska, Courthouse circa 1867. The jail where Dodge was

held was in the center of the basement.

habeas corpus. Would Smith be
coming after them? Evidently the
Kansas lawman had learned about
the murder and thought it had been
committed in Cheyenne County.

The two prisoners were not just
sitting idly in a jail cell awaiting
extradition, however. Dodge, a per-
sonable twenty-year-old schemer,
and Hardin, older by some ten years
but always willing to go along with
his young cohort’s plots, enlisted the
help of a George McClanahan. They
convinced him to overpower the
sheriff and set them free. Their free-
dom must have been short-lived,
since they were recaptured and back
in custody by the time Peter
McGuire arrived to undertake their
extradition to Nebraska.

Peter McGuire had been tena-
cious in his pursuit of his brother’s
killers. He had made two trips to
western Nebraska to interview per-
sons familiar with the incidents of
the murder and to discuss strategy
with the officials of Frontier County,
which correctly held jurisdiction if
the murderers were tried in
Nebraska. While in Frontier County,
he received a “sheriff’s certificate”
making him a deputy.

McGuire returned to Lincoln,
40

then continued on to Topeka,
where he met with the governor of
Kansas and was issued extradition
papers for release of the prisoners at
Hays City.

Once he arrived at Hays City and
the prisoners were released to him,
McGuire faced a dilemma. How
would he transport them back to
Frontier County for a preliminary
hearing? He could backtrack on the
railroad through eastern Kansas and
Nebraska, then go west to North
Platte. From there he would have to
go to the county seat of Frontier
County by wagon. Or he could go all
the way by wagon, saving about 500
miles and costing much less. The
wagon trip would take longer and
he might have to face winter storms.
In the end he decided to make the
entire trip by wagon with the assis-
tance of a teamster to guard his pris-
oners, who were kept in irons.

When they arrived at the seat of
Frontier County the courts were not
yet functioning. The prisoners were
bound over to the jurisdiction of the
district court in Otoe County, which
by coincidence was the home county
of the murdered man, his brother
Peter, and a number of other rela-
tives, all members of the small town

of Palmyra, about thirty miles west
of Nebraska City, the county seat.

Finally, Peter McGuire arrived
safely back in Nebraska City with his
prisoners in tow. Dodge and Hardin
were jailed in the Otoe County
Courthouse and a grand jury was
quickly convened. It determined
there was enough evidence to bind
the two men over for trial.

District Attorney Caleb J.
Dilworth and his deputy began
preparing the state’s case, hoping
for an early trial. Court-appointed
defense counsel John C. Watson suc-
ceeded in getting a postponement
until the September term of district
court, however, and it was a long
enough time for public opinion to
change. The Nebraska City News com-
mented that the “staying off is as
good as an acquittal.”

By early June, young Dodge had
gained a large following of sympa-
thetic visitors. He was described by a
Lincoln reporter as “a young man of
medium size, rather stoutly built,
with broad face and fleshy neck, a
clear eye, intelligent expression,
dark hair and a very slight mus-
tache.” He told reporters he had
come west about eight years earlier
to follow the life of a hunter. Since
he was only twenty at the time of his
arrest, this would have put him
barely into his teens. He said he had
no formal education, yet claimed to
speak fluent Italian, Spanish, and
Indian languages, and one reporter
said he was “well versed in the
higher branches of science and
mathematics.” He wrote letters to
the various newspapers, some of
them in poetry, protesting his inno-
cence and pleading for clemency.
The Nebraska City News became his
champion, as well as several local
church leaders, government offi-
cials, many society matrons, and
casual visitors to his cell.

It was familiarity with their jailers
that Dodge and Hardin decided to
trust, however. They promised jailer
Daniel Baldwin $2,000 if he would
free them to rob the daily stage that
came into Fort Lookout, Kansas.
Baldwin permitted them to remove
their leg irons and then bind and
gag him. Baldwin claimed some
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masked intruders had entered the
jail and overpowered him, but he
said he had managed to wound one
of them as they escaped with his
prisoners. To make this story sound
credible, he had sprinkled chicken
blood on the floor of the jail cell.

When Dodge and Hardin fled
they took along another prisoner, a
horse thief named Ferris. This
proved to be their undoing. Ferris’s
horse could not keep up so Dodge
and Hardin went on without him.
Ferris then headed for Tecumseh,
about twenty miles southwest of
Nebraska City, and was soon re-
arrested. He gave lawmen the infor-
mation they needed to locate the
other two men.

The governor heard of the
escape and offered a reward of $200
each for the recapture of Dodge
and Hardin, providing an extra
incentive for law officers and their
deputies. They soon cornered the
men at the home of Ferris’s father
in Kansas. Peter McGuire was a part
of the posse and assisted in the
arrest.

Upon their return to the Otoe
County jail, Sheriff Farber decided
to make sure the men did not
escape again by installing Peter
McGuire as chief jailer. Dodge said
he “would rather see the devil him-
self sitting there than that man
Mcguire,” and asked that McGuire
be removed. The sheriff refused,
but he did tell McGuire to stay out
of sight and to/leave the prisoners’
personal care to the other jailers.

The case came to trial as sched-
uled on September 18 in the Otoe
County District Court, with Judge
Daniel Gantt presiding. The prison-
ers asked for separate trials. On the
advice of his attorneys, Hardin, who
had never been able to gain the
sympathy of the townspeople as
Dodge had, pleaded guilty to a sec-
ond degree murder charge and
cooperated with the prosecution in
determining how James McGuire
had met his death. He was sen-
tenced to twenty-five years in the
state penitentiary.

Dodge pleaded innocent, repudi-
ating a confession he had given ear-
lier that he had killed McGuire in
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Judge S.B. Pound presided over the re-sentencing of Hank Dodge.

self-defense. The jury deliberated
for six hours before finding him
guilty of murder in the first degree.
Judge Gantt sentenced him to be
hanged at mid-day, January 14,
1876. His attorneys unsuccessfully
appealed the death sentence on a
motion that the trial was in error
because the records indicated
Dodge was sentenced while he was
absent from the courtroom. That
contention apparently had no valid-
ity since the Nebraska City News had
described his reaction to the sen-
tence as, “Taking his seat, a notice-
able tremor of his body and a
twitching of his firm mouth were
easily seen.” Nevertheless, even
though the Supreme Court refused

to order a new trial, it did decree
that Dodge should be brought back
into court and re-sentenced.

On April 5, 1876, making sure
that Dodge was in the courtroom
this time, Judge Stephen B. Pound
re-sentenced him “to be hung by the
neck until dead on July 21, 1876.”
Judge Pound evidently sympathized
with the condemned Dodge for it
was reported that he made “touch-
ing and pertinent remarks” in pass-
ing sentence, which “brought many
tears to the eyes of those who wit-
nessed the scene.”

Now editorials began to appear in
various area newspapers opposing
the death penalty. Sympathetic mail
flowed into Dodge’s cell. As the exe-
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cution date neared, Mrs. George
Covall, Mrs. Robert Hawke, and
Mrs. John Croxton, three of the
town’s leading matrons, carried a
petition to Governor Silas Garber’s
office signed by 130 women. Their
petition stated that several people
had visited Dodge in jail and had
the impression that “he was not
inherently vicious or criminally
inclined, but rather a victim of cir-
cumstances, one who had never had
much of a chance in life.” They
pleaded for commutation to life.

In early July both state and
defense attorneys visited the gover-
nor’s office concerning the matter.
Peter McGuire was also present.

The governor, having been bom-
barded by both sides, decided to go
to Nebraska City to visit the young
prisoner who had charmed so many
folks. During their conversation,
Dodge told the governor he had a
blind sister and he was a nephew of
Senator John B. Gordon of Georgia.
Officials checked Dodge’s story and
found that Senator Gordon denied
any relationship to Dodge and the
blind sister did not exist.

The governor had given Dodge
no promises of either a stay of exe-
cution or a commutation to life, but
the fact that he had made the trip
gave hope to those who opposed
Dodge’s execution. It also angered

Author’s collection

Current Otoe County Sheriff Jim Gress standing beside “The Old Iron Cage” cell
where Hank Dodge was kept. Today the cell is used for storage.
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many others who felt Dodge was
going to get away with murder.

Between one and two o’clock in
the morning on July 10, 1876, Peter
McGuire stepped outside the jail to
investigate an unusual noise. He was
overpowered by a group of masked
men who restrained him outside
while three of them slipped into the
jail, intimidated guard Robert
White, and shot Dodge as he lay
chained to his bunk asleep . He was
struck twice in the body and once in
the head.

Dodge was fatally wounded but
he lingered until July 14, muttering
incoherently most of the time, but
occasionally lucid. During his last
hours he repeated a request several
times to jailer Wymond that his
grave should be taken care of.

Wymond and the Reverend
Thomas Lemon of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, who had been
acting as Dodge’s spiritual advisor,
made his funeral arrangements.
Wymond suffered much criticism
for supplying a silk-lined casket in
place of a pine box and because he
used a hearse rather than a wagon
to carry Dodge’s remains to the
cemetery.

The Omaha Bee News had favored
Dodge’s execution but upon hear-
ing of his assassination, editorialized
that “it was, if anything, a more
cold-blooded murder than the one
for which Dodge had been sen-
tenced.” It went on to say that his
killing should teach a lesson to
those who clamored for his sen-
tence to be commuted, for when
the governor visited Dodge’s cell, it
gave the impression that he would
escape hanging and that was why his
life was taken. Then the editorial
suggested this should serve as a
warning to “sentimental inter-med-
dlers with justice.”

Evidently those well-meaning
ladies felt the same way, for one of
them commented that their zeal
had defeated their purpose and said
it would be her last attempt to deal
with a prison problem.

Some folks were convinced Peter
McGuire was behind the killing,
even though the News pointed out
that it was incredible to think that
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he could be involved, especially
since he had a multitude of oppor-
tunities to kill both Dodge and
Hardin when they were his prison-
ers on the trail in Kansas and west-
ern Nebraska and did not do so.

A reward was offered for informa-
tion leading to the arrest of the
assassins but no information was
forthcoming. Two fellow prisoners
of Dodge’s on that night refused to
testify at the inquest for fear of retri-
bution. The coroner’s jury com-
pleted its work on July 21 and
adjourned without finding any clues
to the murder. It remains unsolved
more than one hundred years later.

Twenty-three years after his
brother’s murder, Peter McGuire
showed up on Frenchman Creek
driving a team of horses that pulled
a buckboard carrying a small white
casket and some digging tools. He
planned to find the bones of his
brother and take them home to
eastern Nebraska. He also planned
to look for money he believed his
brother may have buried near the
camp where he was murdered. He
said the brothers had an agreement
that they would bury any valuables a
certain distance from their camp
site.

He remained in the area for two
months before going home with
neither bones nor money. Why he
waited so long before searching was
never explained.

Why was Hank Dodge able to gar-
ner so much support from the citi-
zens of Nebraska City? There was a
huge amount of evidence against
him, and his two jailbreaks seemed
to compound his guilt. Yet during
his incarceration his popularity grew
while Walter Hardin never seemed
to be able to gain the respect of
local citizens. Perhaps Dodge’s
young age and his handsome
appearance played a part, but it was
also a time when many churches
concerned themselves with social
movements. Many of the persons
involved in trying to save him were
reformers. Perhaps they saw it as a
way to put their religion into prac-
tice. Certainly Dodge knew how to
play upon their sympathies. He
turned to religion when he saw his
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chances of release dimming and
decorated the walls of his cell with
religious pictures and sayings,
impressing his visitors. He was said
to be accomplished in the fields of
art and music and local citizens
often heard the sounds of a flute
drifting out of the jail. Whatever it
was that evoked the good intentions
of the populace, it also resulted in
his death.

Peter McGuire lived to be eighty-
four, but always refused to discuss
his brother’s murder or the after-
math killing of Dodge. He viewed
the taking of Dodge’s life as a mat-
ter that should have been left up to

Nebraska State Historical Society
Nebraska Governor Samuel Garber visited Dodge in his cell at Nebraska City,
starting speculation that Dodge’s death sentence would be commuted.

the state, and as the jailer, he felt
responsible for what happened to
Dodge. After his death, his wife
wrote to the District Court of Otoe
County requesting the papers in the
case of Dodge and Hardin. The
clerk of the court searched all his
files and discovered the transcript
had vanished. It was just another
small mystery in a case that will be
remembered as one of the most
bizarre in Nebraska’s history.

kil

43



THE SHOOTOUT A

Yuma Territorial Prison State Park
James Kerrick on his entry into Yuma Prison on November 29, 1898.
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By Harold L. Edwards

n 1907, at age thirty, John W.

Cameron was a prosperous

Arizona cattleman in southwest-
ern Maricopa County. He and his
eighty-year-old father grazed live
stock over thousands of acres in
Maricopa County and the northwest-
ern part of adjoining Pima County.
At the same time, Cameron was the
constable of Agua Caliente township
as well as Maricopa County deputy
sheriff. On June 30, 1907, John
Cameron and Arizona Ranger Frank
Wheeler confronted horse thieves
James Kerrick and Lee Bentley at a
lonely water seep, and in the ensu-
ing gunfight both outlaws were
killed. The circumstances leading
to, and surrounding, the shootout
were unusual and strange, making
the incident one of the more fasci-
nating ones in Arizona history.

John Cameron was a product of
the frontier. His father, George
Washington Cameron, was born in
Tennessee in 1827 and migrated to
California prior to 1870. He settled
in the Tehachapi mountains east of
Bakersfield in Kern County, where
he prospered in cattle ranching. He
and his wife had three children:
William A., born in 1875, John W.,
born in 1877, and Anna, born in
1879. Mrs. Cameron died that year,
leaving the children in the care of a
housekeeper. During the early
1880s, George Cameron moved his
family to Arizona and settled in the
desert stock-grazing region south of
the Gila River in Maricopa County.

George Cameron did well in the
cattle business and afforded his chil-
dren excellent educations in a
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HEEP DUNG TANK

boarding school in Phoenix. When
not attending school, John and his
brother, William, helped on the
family holdings and learned first-
hand the ways of frontier Arizona.
John was successful; however,
William seems to have drifted away,
and by 1896 or 1897 he appears not
to have been involved in the family
business.

In 1896 or 1897, James Kerrick, a
hardcase from California, moved
into the Agua Caliente district with
his wife and three children. Kerrick
made friends with William
Cameron, and this friendship
started a chain of events which in
the end caused the violent deaths of
both men.

Kerrick was no stranger to trou-
ble. In 1877, he forged a bill of sale
for a band of sheep in Tulare
County, California. He was caught
trying to sell the stolen sheep, and as
a result he was arrested and con-
victed of forgery. He was sentenced
to ten years in San Quentin prison.
In 1878, the owner of the stolen
sheep was found dead in his camp in
the mountains east of Porterville.
James Maher’s body had several bul-
let holes in it, and a number of fired
rifle cartridges were found near his
remains. His brother, Michael, had
disappeared at the same time, and
never reappeared in any form.
Kerrick was a ready suspect for the
murder since he possessed the
Maher sheep at the time of his
arrest. Kerrick stood trial for murder
in the Tulare County Superior
Court in Visalia and was convicted.
He was was sentenced to life in
prison and entered San Quentin on
October 8, 1878, as inmate number : . ,
8474. On May 8, 1884, he was trans- Jeff Edwards Collection
ferred to Folsom prison. As prisoner  Arizona Ranger Frank Wheeler killed Lee Bentley during the gunfight at Sheep
number 819 he seems to have been  Dung Tanks
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a model inmate, and on February
17, 1888, his sentence was commut-
ted to twenty-five years and he was
released. From the time of his
release from prison to the time he
arrived in Agua Caliente his where-
abouts and activities are a mystery.
In Agua Caliente he claimed to be a
brick mason but soon established a
reputation for being a horse and
cattle thief.

In late 1897, James Kerrick,
William Cameron, Josiah Anderson,
and H.L. Tupper, also known as
Martin Tupper, stole some cattle
from ranches south of Gila Bend.
All four of the men were indicted
for the thefts. Cameron and
Tupper quickly left the country;
Tupper to surface later that year in
Los Angeles, California, where he
tried to slip a pistol into the jail

where an old crony, Kid Thompson,
the noted train robber and mur-
derer, was held. Tupper was arrested
for trying to aid Thompson’s escape
and was sent to San Quentin.
Kerrick and Anderson spent some
time in jail but never went to trial on
the charges. By 1898, William
Cameron returned to Agua Caliente
and remained free from arrest.
During early November 1898,
Kerrick and William Cameron stole
thirty-five horses from H.R. Wills,
Leon Imperial and Jose Arvista in
the Agua Caliente district and
herded them toward the Mexican
border. The rustlers were in no
hurry as it was necessary to graze the
horses along the way. However, the
thefts were discovered and a posse
was organized to pursue the thieves.
Kerrick and Cameron were over-

taken by the posse in Pima County
near the Mexican border and
arrested by Julio Martinez and
Abran Molino. The stolen horses
were returned to their owners and
Kerrick and Cameron were con-
victed of felony theft in the district
court in Phoenix. Both defendants
were sentenced to five years in the
territorial prison at Yuma. They
arrived at the prison on November
29, 1898, James Kerrick as prisoner
number 1443 and William Cameron
as prisoner number 1444. Kerrick
was paroled on June 19 1900, with
specific orders to leave Arizona
immediately; however, he either
didn’t leave or he briefly appeared
in Texas because he soon resided as
before in Agua Caliente with his
family. He was not arrested for
parole violation. William Cameron
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was pardoned from prison on
February 16, 1902, and also
returned to Agua Caliente.

Undoubtedly to the consterna-
tion of his father and brother,
William Cameron couldn’t stay out
of trouble. In June, 1902, some four
months after his release from
prison, William was charged by C.D.
Wills with changing brands on some
of Wills’ cattle. Cameron placed his
own brand on the stolen cattle. He
was arrested, and in the preliminary
hearing, Wills stated that Cameron
not only changed the brands on the
cattle but stole them as well.
Cameron denied the charges and
the case was dismissed for lack of
evidence.

However, Wills persisted that
Cameron stole his cattle and threat-
ened civil action against him. Both
parties agreed to settle the matter by
arbitration, and, curiously, an ex-
convict from Yuma prison, Josiah
Anderson, who was convicted of
assault with the intent to commit
murder in 1899 and pardoned in
1900, was chosen as the arbitrator.
He was the same Josiah Anderson
who had been indicted along with
Kerrick and William Cameron for
cattle theft in 1897.

The interested parties met in a
saloon in Agua Caliente to settle the
matter, and after hearing testimony
Anderson ruled against Cameron.
They adjourned to the bar for a
drink, but Cameron drank very little
and left later that night for his resi-
dence. On the way home, Cameron
was overtaken by Josiah Anderson
and Robert Leach. The argument
over the stolen cattle resumed and
Anderson shot and killed Cameron.
Anderson surrendered himself for
trial, claiming he killed Cameron in
self-defense, as Cameron had
reached for his gun. However, the
officers wondered how Anderson
could see Cameron reaching for his
gun in the dark. Besides, Cameron’s
body was found laying on his pistol
with the gun still in its holster, the
hammer strap still fastened.
Anderson was arrested for murder.
During the trial the prosecution
claimed that since his release from
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prison William Cameron had been
law-abiding and had caused no trou-
ble. James Kerrick testified for the
prosecution by giving William
Cameron a good character refer-
ence. Anderson was convicted of
manslaughter and sentenced to five
and one-half years in the prison at
Yuma. The local newspapers implied
that the entire incident was the
result of a feud between cattlemen,
but they gave no particulars on it.
John Cameron decided to stay out

of William’s troubles.

James Kerrick was certainly no
stranger to John Cameron when he
and Lee Bentley rode into the
Cameron ranch headquarters in
early June of 1907. Kerrick and
Cameron were on decent terms
even though they may not have
been friends. Kerrick introduced
Cameron to Bentley, and he
claimed that they had been
prospecting between there and the
Mexican border. Kerrick further

Arizona Historical Society
Deputy Sheriff John Cameron killed Lee Bentley during the shootout at Sheep
Dung Tanks.
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stated that he and Bentley were des-
titute and needed a grubstake.
Cameron told them to go to a
nearby store and get what they
needed and charge the purchases to
him. Later that day, Cameron met
Kerrick and Bentley at the store and
paid the bill. Kerrick asked
Cameron if he and Bentley could
shoe their horses at the Cameron
ranch, and Cam-

eron said that they
could. However,
Kerrick and Bent-
ley rode on with-
out returning to

the Cameron
ranch.
In May 1907,

Kerrick and Bent-
ley told a number
of acquaintances
in Tucson and
Gila Bend that
they were going
prospecting in the
region between
the Gila River and
Mexico. It was
assumed that by
“prospecting” they
meant a search for
mineral deposits
rather than a
search for some-
one else’s live-
stock. At Gila
Bend, they rented
two horses from a
Papago Indian,
Ignacio. Kerrick
and Bentley pro-
mised Ignacio
they would pay »
him one dollar
per day for the
use of each horse
for a period of five
days, at which
time the horses
would be returned
and  payment
would be made. The five days had
long expired when Kerrick and
Bentley rode into Cameron’s yard. It
was apparent that they had no inten-
tions of returning the horses to the
owner.

About one week after Kerrick and

+
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Bentley left the Cameron ranch,
Ignacio and his brother, Jose, rode
into the Cameron ranch headquar-
ters with a note to John Cameron
from a Mr. Fry of Gila Bend. The let-
ter explained that Ignacio had com-
plained to Fry about the theft of the
horses, and Fry asked Cameron to
help the Indians recover the
mounts. Jose advised John Cameron
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The shootout at Sheep Dung Tanks made headline news in the July 7, 1907, issue
of the Tucson Citizen.

of the bargain his brother had made
with Kerrick and Bentley and that
the two men had never returned the
horses. This was the first Cameron
knew of the thefts; although, he had
discovered that his spurs had been
stolen from his tack room on the

same day Kerrick and Bentley had
been at the ranch.

Cameron had no idea where
Kerrick and Bentley were at the
moment. He remained at his ranch
while the Indians rode on in search
of the stolen horses. A couple of
days later Cameron received a letter
from a friend, Thomas Childs, a cat-
tleman in the Ajo area of Pima

County, stating
that he had seen
Kerrick and
Bentley and that
one of them was
wearing Came-
ron’s spurs.
Childs went on to
write that Kerrick
and Bentley were
at Cipriano Well
in Pima County.
Also about this
time, Cameron
began receiving
reports from
some local cattle-
men that Kerrick
was stealing their
horses.

Ciamieron
wrote a note to
Maricopa County
Sheriff, @arl
Hayden, later
Arizona’s peren-
nial United States
senator, and
asked him for
help in stopping
the thieves before
they reached the
Mexican border.
Hayden replied
that he didn’t

have the re-
sources to do
that, and;  be-

sides, the thieves
were out of his
jurisdiction in
Pima  County.
However, Sheriff Hayden immedi-
ately requested Arizona Governor
Nathan O. Murphy for the help of
the Arizona Rangers in stopping the
thieves. Murphy refused to help as
he felt the outlaws would cross the
border into Mexico before the

Author’s Collection

TrRUE WEST



Rangers could overtake them.

In the meantime, Arizona
Ranger Captain Harry Wheeler
received a letter at his headquarters
in Cochise County from several citi-
zens in Maricopa County saying that
James Kerrick and an unidentified
rider were traveling south and that
both men were heavily armed. The
letter went on to say that Kerrick
was a known badman and that the
citizens were afraid that the riders
were up to no good and should be
investigated. Wheeler quickly wrote
a letter to Ranger
Private Frank S.
Wheeler, no rela-
tion, in Yuma and
asked him to look
into the matter.
Frank Wheeler was
on business in Gila
Bend and didn’t
immediately see
the letter from his superior. Several
days later Captain Wheeler received
a communique from Sheriff
Hayden identifying the suspects as
Kerrick and Bentley, which Captain
Wheeler already knew, and saying
that they stole a bunch of horses in
Maricopa County. The sheriff
relayed that he had dispatched
Deputy John Cameron to pursue
the outlaws. Wheeler wrote another
letter to the private advising him of
the latest information on the thieves
and directing him to work with
Deputy Cameron on the matter.
Also, Captain Wheeler specifically
directed Private Wheeler to arrest
Kerrick and Bentley if he found
them with stolen horses in their pos-
session.

Ranger Frank Wheeler was an
excellent choice for the assignment
even if he didn’t know Kerrick and
Bentley. Not only could he work
well with John Cameron, who was
also his personal friend, but he was
an experienced officer who was
familiar with the terrain and condi-
tions of southwestern Arizona. The
Mississippi native had been an
Arizona Ranger since September 10,
1902, and had vast experience
around Yuma and Gila Bend.

On June 27, 1907, Frank Wheeler
returned to his home in Yuma and
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read both of Captain Wheeler’s let-
ters. He immediately wired Deputy
Cameron to meet him in Sentinal, a
rail stop in southwestern Maricopa
County on the Southern Pacific rail-
road line between Yuma and
Phoenix. Cameron received
Wheeler’s wire in Agua Caliente,
and he sent a wire to Mr. Fry in Gila
Bend asking him, if possible, to have
Ignacio and Jose meet him and
Wheeler at Thomas Childs’ ranch at
Ten Miles Wells north of Ajo, pre-
sumably to identify the stolen horses

The posse tracked Kerrick and Bentley through
rough, barren country into the northwestern
reaches of Pima County. The Indians located the
outlaws’ camp at a water hole in a box canyon
known as Sheep Dung Tanks, or in polite society
as Sheep Tanks.

if Kerrick and Bentley were over-
taken. Ignacio and Jose had trailed
Kerrick and Bentley into Mexico
and back into Pima County before
they abandoned the trail and
returned to Gila Bend. Fry was suc-
cessful in contacting the brothers
and that night they rode into the
Childs ranch headquarters.
Meanwhile, Cameron met Wheeler
in Sentinal with mounts and provi-
sions as requested. That night they
rode to the Childs ranch in order to
avoid the daytime desert heat. They
met Igancio and Jose there and the
men planned their campaign to
apprehend the thieves.

After discussing the matter, the
Indians rode into the early morning
darkeness in hopes of locating the
outlaw trail. They tracked the out-
laws to Bato’s Well, near the town of
the same name, and they waited for
the arrival of Wheeler and
Cameron. The lawmen arrived later
in the day and the Indians told them
that Kerrick and Bentley had been
there but had ridden on with the
stolen horses.

The posse tracked Kerrick and
Bentley through rough, barren
country into the northwestern
reaches of Pima County. The
Indians located the outlaws’ camp at
a water hole in a box canyon known

as Sheep Dung Tanks, or in polite
society as Sheep Tanks.

The spring was located on the
side of a bluff and the seeping water
formed in pools lower down.
Certain that the outlaws were
camped at the pools, the posse left
their horses some distance from the
camp and crept through the dark of
early morning to the bluff above the
canyon in stocking feet in order to
make less noise and not alert the
sleeping thieves to the officer’s
approach. Positioned above the

camp, the law-
men waited for
dawn.

When there
was enough light
for vision, the
officers observed
four horses and a
mule by the

' water. Ignacio
identified two of the horses as
belonging to him. They also saw one
man, later identified as Bentley,
sleeping in a bedroll by the horses.
Looking around, they saw the other
outlaw sleeping about one hundred
yards up the draw. As the Indians
were not officers, they moved to
higher ground, out of the way.
Wheeler moved to a position about
fifty feet from Cameron.

Wheeler called on the sleeping
outlaws to surrender, as Bentley
reached for his rifle. When Wheeler
called on the outlaws once more to
surrender, Bentley fired a shot at
Wheeler and Wheeler fired his rifle
at Bentley. Both men missed.
Bentley raised to one knee and
aimed his rifle at Wheeler. Both
Wheeler and Cameron shot at
Bentley, who was struck in the mid-
section and arm. Wounded, Bentley
still tried to fight by raising his gun
again to shoot at the officers. There
was shooting from both sides, and
Wheeler’s fifth shot hit Bentley in
the head, killing him instantly. In
the meantime, Wheeler and
Cameron opened fire on Kerrick.
Wheeler missed but Cameron killed
Kerrick with a well-placed shot to
the body.

The country was rugged, and
there was no way to get a wagon
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Sheriff Nabor Pacheco refused to arrest John Cameron and Frank Wheeler for
killing James Kerrick and Lee Bentley. :
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down to the camp to haul the bod-
ies away. The summer heat prohib-
ited waiting for officials to conduct a
coroner’s inquest on the scene. It
was necessary to move the bodies to
a more desirable place quickly. The
lawmen lashed the dead bodies
across the saddles of the horses they
had been riding, and herding the
other stolen stock, they rode twenty-
two miles to Thomas Childs’ ranch.

Ignacio’s horses were recovered
as were the horses of Mariano
Jaques and Francisco Lopez. The
stolen mule belonged to the
Cipriano estate, and Cameron
recovered his stolen spurs from the
outlaw camp. The dead men had a
total of ten cents between them
when they were killed, and it wasn’t
resolved whether or not they sold
previously stolen horses while they
were in Mexico. At the time of the
recovery, Jaques, Lopez, and the
manager of the Cipriano estate did
not know their animals had been
stolen.

Thomas Childs dispatched one of
his riders on to the Ajo mine, and
officials of the mine had him trans-
ported to Gila Bend in a company
automobile. From Gila Bend the
cowboy wired Pima County Sheriff
Nabor Pacheco in Tucson of the
killings. While the cowboy and his
driver waited, Sheriff Pacheco
entrained to Gila Bend. Sheriff
Pacheco loaded the car with ice in
hope of preserving the bodies of the
dead outlaws until a coroner’s
inquest could be held, and as fast as
possible he was driven to the Childs’
ranch.

In the meantime, it was apparent
to Childs and the officers that the
desert heat was taking its toll on the
bodies, and it would be necessary to
bury the bodies as soon as the sher-
iff arrived. Wheeler built two boxes
from rough lumber and a blanket
was laid on the bottom of each.
Kerrick and Bentley were placed in
the boxes and blankets were laid
over each body.

Sheriff Pacheco had been unsuc-
cessful in getting the coroners of
Pima, Maricopa, and Yuma counties
to hold the inquest as each of them
felt the killings occurred in another
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county and was out of their jurisdic-
tion. That was the reason the sheriff
wanted to try and preserve the bod-
ies until this dilemma could be
resolved; however, after he viewed
them it was apparent that burial
should be immediate. Childs had
two of his employees dig graves on a
slope north of his headquarters and
the dead men were interred.

Sheriff Pacheco,
who ordered the
burials, felt that the
killings occurred in
Pima County, and
so did Wheeler and
Cameron. Since
there was no coro-
ner’s inquests, both
Cameron and
Wheeler offered to surrender to
Sheriff Pacheco and stand trial on
the shootings. However, Sheriff
Pacheco felt the shootings were jus-
tified and he refused to arrest the
two men. All three lawmen returned
to their homes feeling that they had
done their duty and that the assign-
ment was behind them.

However, the killings at Sheep
Dung Tanks were not settled yet.
W.L. Bentley, a brother to the slain
Lee Bentley, questioned the offi-
cers’ reports on the matter. This
might have been encouraged by the
confused, distorted, and garbled
press accounts of the incident.

W.L. Bentley said that the offi-
cers shot his brother and Kerrick
without provocation and without
giving them a chance to surrender.
He asked for a coroner’s inquest or
an investigation into the matter to
determine the facts of the case. He
further stated that Kerrick and his
brother were not horse thieves but
that they had rented their mounts
from the Indians at the rate of one
dollar per day for a prospecting
trip. His sentiments were published
in the local press. W.L. Bentley
pressed the Pima County district
attorney for action on the matter,
and he agreed that an inquest was
in order.

The coroner’s inquest was held
on August 18, 1907, in Silver Bell by
Justice of the Peace John Doan act-
ing as coroner. Wheeler and
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Cameron testified at length and in
detail. Curiously, J.D. Simmons, Lee
Bentley’s brother-in-law, was
allowed to question Wheeler.
Among the questions he asked was
if Wheeler had an arrest warrant for
Bentley and Kerrick when the
shootings occurred. This question,
of course, was designed to imply
that the officers had no jurisdiction

It was necessary to move the bodies to a
more desirable place quickly. The lawmen
lashed the dead bodies across the saddles of
the horses they had been riding, and herding
the other stolen stock, they rode twenty-two
miles to Thomas Childs’ ranch.

or authority to arrest the deceased.
Wheeler answered that he and
Cameron had no warrant at the
time of the gunfight but he had
orders from his superior officer to
arrest Kerrick and Bentley if they
had stolen horses in their posses-
sion, and they did. Simmons also
asked why the bodies were removed
from the shooting scene. Wheeler
stated that the bodies had to be
removed from the spring as there
Wwas no way to preserve the remains
and the desert heat was taking its
toll.

Mrs. J.D. Simmons was also
allowed to question Cameron.
Among other questions, she asked if
the bodies of her brother and
Kerrick were rolled into blankets
when they were put in coffins.
Cameron answered yes, and she
then asked why the bodies of the
dead men were removed from the
gunfight scene. This question
implied that there was evidence at
the scene to show that Bentley and
Kerrick were murdered and the
bodies were removed so others
wouldn’t see the evidence.
Cameron responded to the ques-
tion as did Wheeler earlier but
added that if they left the bodies in
the canyon coyotes would eat them.
Mrs. Simmons responded by saying,
“That wouldn’t have made any dif-
ference to you fellows, would it?”
Cameron replied, “Yes Ma’am, it
would to me.”

Ignacio and Jose testified
through an interpreter, telling of
the transaction between Ignacio,
Kerrick, and Bentley. They also
described the gunfight at Sheep
Dung Tanks and said that Wheeler
called twice for the outlaws to sur-
render before the shooting started.
Captain Wheeler testled that he
ordered Frank Wheeler to arrest
Kerrick and
Bentley if they had
stolen horses in
their possession.

It was found by
the coroner’s jury
that James Kerrick
and Lee Bentley
were wanted by the
law for horse theft.
The jury further decided the offi-
cers were justified in the killings as
they were in pursuance of their
duties when the shootings occurred,
and, further, the lawmen killed
Kerrick and Bentley to preserve
their own lives. The matter was set-
tled.

John W. Cameron served a total
of fifteen years as a deputy sheriff
and constable. However, his first
vocation was raising cattle. He sold
the original Cameron cattle ranch
in 1938, but he continued ranching
around Ajo until his death in 1955.
He was well-known in Arizona
ranching circles for improving his
stock and for running a successful
business. He married and he and
his wife had six children. At the
time of his death he was considered
a successful Arizona pioneer, but it
was less known that almost half of a
century before, as an officer of the
law, he shot and killed James
Kerrick at Sheep Dung Tanks, end-
ing a criminal’s career.

A
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[n Their Own Words

In Their Own Words: Warrior and
Pioneers, collected and edited by T. J.
Stiles. (Perigree Books, The Berkley
Publishing Group, 200 Madison
Ave., New York, New York 10016.
$14.00 paper bound.)

This book is the second volume
of a planned three-volume series of
“In Their Own Words” anthologies
to be published under the Perigree
label. The first volume of the series
was the author’s Civil War
Commanders. The concept of the
series is to develop a realistic history
of an area and an era, free of heroic
or romantic interpretations, by inte-
grating contemporary first person
accounts of the period and region
with bridging commentary by the
editor based on the best of current
scholarship.

Warriors and Pioneers includes writ-
ings in the time frame from 1843 to
1892. The authors are broadly
divided between native Americans,
soldiers, scouts, settlers and trav-
ellers, and gunfighters. The range of
material covered can be discerned
from the fact that the first account is
from Francis Parkman’s The Oregon
Trail and the last is from Emmett
Dalton’s When the Daltons Last Rode.

The broad thesis of the book is
based on the concept of the
“Western Civil War of
Incorporation,” as developed by
Richard Maxwell Brown in his vari-
ous writings, and succinctly summa-
rized in his introduction to this
work. Essentially this civil war had
two parts: the first was the army’s
intervention in the conflict between
the land’s indigenous occupants and
the westward-moving white settlers.
This resulted in breaking the Indian
military power and transforming the
land and its ecosystem.The second
was the internal struggle for control
of the land between the various fac-
tions striving to control it and its
wealth. Thirty-eight well known, first

person accounts compose the bulk
of the book. The editor’s excellent
transition commentary between
these narratives makes for a single,
seamless story. There is always a
sense of time and perspective in
first person accounts that is difficult
to duplicate, and Stiles’ selection of
material is outstanding. Most read-
ers will be familiar with some, or
possibly even all, of his choices.
After reading these extracts in this
frame of reference, the originals
will never be read quite the same
way; they will have a whole new
meaning. Although the time frame
of this book ends with 1892, with
some logic it could be argued that
neither of the two parts of the “Civil
War of Incorporation” is really over.
Perhaps Indian activism and the
Sage Brush Rebellion are actually
the two aspects of the same civil war
in a different form.

One possible criticism of the
book is the lack of the woman'’s
point of view. Of the selections, only
two excerpts from Fanny Kelley’s
book are by a woman. There were
many astute female observers of the
frontier whose letters, diaries, and
books were both articulate and
insightful, in most cases without the
bias, prejudice, or braggadocio of
some of the male authors. Mr. Stiles
undoubtedly would find a wide
readership for a book using the
same editorial techniques with
solely feminine sources. It certainly
would make an interesting compan-
ion volume.—Murray L. Carroll,
Anacortes, Washington.

Tales From the Pecos
Graveyard of the West: The Pecos
River of Texas, by Patrick Dearen.
(Forest Glen Productions; distrib-
uted by TCU Press, Austin, TX.
$29.95 Video.)

This excellent video, featuring
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Patrick Dearen and Mike Cox as
guides, is an hour-long historical
traipse along the bleak banks of the
Pecos River in west Texas. In its

lower reaches, far from New
Mexico’s mountains, it is surely the
most miserable excuse for a river
this side of Nevada’s Humboldt. Yet
it is one of the most interesting
streams in the West. After all, the
Old West was said to begin “West of
the Pecos.”

Dearen and Cox show that his-
tory ran headlong into myth and
legend on the banks of Pecos Bill’s
shallow and alkaline watercourse.
The film’s production is good, shift-
ing from the landscape today to his-
torical still-photos and occasional
“talking heads.” Most of these are
old-timers who are cattlemen, but a
couple of our better historians, Ed
Bartholomew and Bob Utley, are
also featured.

The “heart of the story. is
Horsehead Crossing and the trails
that hit the Pecos there, starting
with the Comanche War Trail. The
ford’s name came from the litter of
skulls left behind by Indian horse
rustlers. Gold-hungry 49ers came
next, followed by Butterfield stage-
coaches, the Goodnight-Loving cat-
tle herds, and the military, the latter
laying out a road from Fort
Lancaster to Fort Stockton via the
riverine outpost of Fort Helbourno.
Finally came the tracks of the
Southern Pacific’s iron horse, but
crossing the river much lower down,
at the High Bridge over the great
gorge at the mouth of this tributary
and the Rio Grande.

The lower Pecos country was a
violent one. Comanches raided emi-
grants, the stage station, and the
Army outpost. The area became a
hangout for train robbers and other
badmen, Barney Riggs, Jim Miller,
Clay Allison, and Black Jack
Ketchum. The river was treacher-
ous, itself, with steep, caving banks
that precipitated thirst-maddened
livestock into the bad water that ran
faster and deeper in the days before
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dams, ditches, and pumps. Many
horses and cattle found watery
graves in its quicksand.

The longest-lived legend of the
area is the story of Castle Gap’s trea-
sure. Supposedly, ex-Confederates
were hired as guards by Maximilian
of Mexico, but turned land pirates
when they learned they were escort-
ing the emperor’s gold. They mur-
dered the teamsters, cached the
gold in the Gap, them got them-
selves killed. The hiding place
remains a mystery to this day.

There is more, such as stam-
pedes and Judge Roy Bean. New to
most of us will be Horsehead’s
rivals, like Salt Crossing, Indian
Ford, and Pope’s Crossing, the last-
named for its remarkable Ponteon
Bridge, hung on chains.

Don’t miss this video. It’s a good
‘un, just as Elmer Kelton says on the
cassette’s box.—Richard H. Dillon
Mill Valley, California.

Rocky Mountain Wagon Train
Where Rivers Meet: Lore from the
Colorado Frontier, by Muriel
Marshall. (Texas A&M University
Press, Drawer C, College Station,
Texas 77843-4354. $32.95 hard

cover; $16.95 paper bound.)

“They gathered at the last stop
before the Indian reservation.
Teams everywhere. Flocks of cov-
ered wagons, like white geese, all
pointed one way-west. Axles
greased, tongues hanging. Ready.
Waiting,” writes Muriel Marshall in
her opening lines of Where Rivers
Meet. On that particular day the
wagons were pointed toward the
confluence of the Gunnison and
Uncompahgre rivers, near the pre-
sent site of the city of Delta on
Colorado’s Western Slope.

What follows is not a history per
se, for Marshall dispenses with the
chronological order and event-
related structure that characterizes
conventional histories. Instead, the
author presents an extensive collec-
tion of vignettes of regional lore
that reflect the growth and develop-
ment, as well as the social and cul-
tural interaction, that took place at
the confluence of these rivers.
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In melding people and place, the
book is notable for its human diver-
sity. Among the individuals
recounted in Where Rivers Meet are
Utes, early Spanish explorers and
French trappers, traders, settlers,
farmers and fruit growers, business
people, Vietnam veterans, and pale-
ontologists. While providing much
insight into frontier life, Marshall
leads the reader easily in and out of
the present, establishing a continu-
ity of time that lends the frontier
era a poignancy and relevance.

The lesson of the book may be
that little has really changed in
more than a century at the conflu-
ence of the Gunnison and Uncom-
pahgre rivers. In the beginning, the
Utes resisted the arrival of Anglo
settlers, who in turn themselves
later resisted civilization’s encroach-
ment. And that enduring resistance
may define the essential character
of the American West, past and pre-
sent. Even today, Marshall’s local
residents continue to adhere to
their traditions rather than embrace
the encroachment of urbanization.

The book, 218 pages long, con-
tains twenty-one photographs, and
is casual but witty. The book is fun
to read, I suspect because the
author found the book fun to write.

Collections of lore, such as Where
Rivers Meet, are valuable additions to
western libraries, as they fill many
gaps that exist in conventional
regional histories. Marshall’s book
would serve as a fine model of style
and structure for other authors to
follow in preserving the lore of
other western localities.—Steve
Voynick, Leaduville, Colorado.
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“Hold on to those old copies of

Nearly half a decade ago, in the
July 1990 “Answer Man” column, I
published a letter from Larry J.
Walker about collecting western
magazines. Larry had gathered hun-
dreds of copies of the many “true
western” magazines so prevalent
during the 1950s and was attempt-
ing to alert collectors around the
world that he could assist them in
completing their own collections.
Larry is still going strong with that
hobby, and has recently began
started his own Western Magazine
Collectors Newsletter which features
articles and news bits about many
facets of collecting western maga-
zines. The premiere issue high-
lighted Joe “Hosstail” Small who
founded True West over four decades
ago.

Larry said about this new venture,
“The publication is the fulfillment
of a dream, a major step forward for
the emerging hobby of western mag-
azine collecting.” Besides editing
the newsletter, Walker has written a

 booklet on the subject, Western

Magazine Price Guide, to assist collec-
tors in determining the value of
given issues. Before you casually toss
out that bunch of old western maga-
zines in the attic check out their
value. Issue number one of True
West in mint condition might help
pay the rent!

To learn more about the present
status of western magazine collect-
ing and how you can contribute to
his new publication contact Larry at
PO Box 36, La Pine, Oregon 97739.

Ford Attends a Funeral

The subject of Jesse James and
related gang members continues to
be of great interest. Recently a ques-
tion concerning the Ford brothers
and Jesse’s funeral was raised. From
long time James brothers enthusiast
Emmett C. Hoetot, Plattsmouth,
Nebraska, comes a question dealing
with a pallbearer at Jesse’s

funeral...his first funeral, not the
most recent one following the DNA
testing.

Mr. Hoetot recently found a
newspaper account of the funeral
which listed the pallbearers. One of
them was identified as J.T. Ford. He
wonders if this Ford had any con-
nection to Robert and Charles Ford
who killed Jesse on April 3, 1882.

I may be stepping on real thin ice
with this but from checking with
various sources, including William
T. Settle’s Jesse James Was His Name,
considered to be one of the most
authoritative books on the outlaw, I
will state that J.T. Ford, full name
James Thomas Ford, was the father
of Robert and Charles Ford. Why
Jesse’s mother would allow the
father of her son’s murderers to
have this position is unknown.

Very little is known of James
Thomas Ford. There were at least
two other children, a daughter
named Martha, who married a Mr.
Bolton, and a son named John T.
Both the father and son were
known commonly as “J.T.”

Although it has been written that
the James and Ford boys were
related, they were not. If a reader
can provide a good answer as to why
Bob and Charley Ford’s father was a
pallbearer at Jesse James’ funeral we
would appreciate knowing it.

The Roughest Riders

It is always good to receive ques-
tions from contributors to Western
Publications. Roy P. O’Dell, Cam-
bridge, England, inquires about
“Torrey’s Rough Riders,” which
operated during the Spanish-
American War: Presumably several
of the Butch Cassidy gang joined
that outfit to fight for the American
interest.

It is generally accepted that some
outlaws wanted to enlist in Torrey’s
Rough Riders, three regiments of
volunteer cavalry which were sent to
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le West, boys..they might be worth something.”

Cuba. They were reportedly out-
standing horsemen. The considera-
tion for the outlaws was that if they
served their country, they would
then receive pardons for any crimes
committed. It is not easy to docu-
ment any of this plan. While some
outlaws may have felt a desire to
“Remember the Maine!”it is hard to
visualize an outlaw submitting to
military discipline. Characteristically
outlaws were unable to abide by the
rules; the rules of the military are
much more strict than society.

Although it is possible some men
“on the run” did join up I doubt if it
can be verified. I would appreciate
knowing if any of the Butch Cassidy
gang joined up with Torrey’s
“Rough Riders” or enlisted in the
army under the name by which they
were charged with a crime.

Butch’s Buddy

Tim Palmieri, Aliquippa, Penn-
sylvania, inquires about an obscure
outlaw by the name of Al Hainer, a
“Wild Bunch” gang member. He was
an associate of Butch Cassidy but
only for a short time.

On June 24, 1889, Cassidy was
one of the gang which robbed the
San Miguel Valley Bank in
Telluride, Colorado. With what
money he saved and his share of the
Tellunde loot, Cassidy and another
cowboy, Al Hainer, bought a horse
ranch in the Wind River country of
Wyoming.

In 1893 both Hainer and Cassidy
were arrested for horse theft but
were acquitted. In 1894 they were
arrested again. Hainer was again
acquitted, and Cassidy was found
guilty and sentenced to two years in
Wyoming’s state prison. No doubt
Cassidy suspected Hainer of having
double-crossed him. Whether there
was treachery involved has never
been determined, but Al Hainer, at
least under that name, does not
appear again.
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Riding with the Hash Knife

“Was there a Hash Knife Gang?”
This question comes from Edna
Williams, Viola, Arkansas. She con-
tinues by asking when it operated
and if Billy the Kid rode with the
gang?

It depends on whether or not the
word “gang” is meant as an outlaw

More Selections From BOOINMA.

group or just a bunch of cowboys
who overindulged occasionally. The
real name of the ranch known as
the Hash Knife was the Aztec Land
and Cattle Company. According to
historian Bill O’Neal, the ranch
grazed 50,000 cattle and 2,000
horses on its two-million-acre range
located eighty miles east of
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Holbrook, Arizona. Burton Moss-
man, best known as an Arizona
Ranger captain, was manager of this
ranch in late 1897.

Mossman found that the quality
of the men employed on the Hash
Knife didn’t meet his standards.
After his initial investigation he
fired the foreman and fifty-two of
the eighty-four working cowboys.
Mossman was, at the same time, a
deputy sheriff and he sent a dozen
rustlers to Yuma prison. Were some
of those rustlers former Hash Knife
cowboys? Perhaps. Did the cowboys

sometimes “paint the town red” and
thus earn the nickname of a gang?
Perhaps. But the boys who worked
the Hash Knife never were the crim-
inals on par with the Daltons, the
Black Jack gang, or the James-
Younger gang. And no, Billy the Kid
never was a wrangler for the Hash
Knife.

The Elusive Scott Bruner
Several times in recent issues of
True West the name of lawman Scott
Bruner has been mentioned. A let-
ter from Arthur Shoemaker,
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Hominy, Oklahoma, contains mater-
ial I feel obliged to share. Mr.
Shoemaker is researching the life
and times of Henry Grammet, for-
mer world champion steer roper
back in the days when the steer got
a sixty foot head start. In his
research Mr. Shoemaker found a
letter from Harry S. Roll, business
manager of the Dewey Roundup
during the 1910s and 1920s. Roll, as
business manager, oflen handled
large sums of cash, and wrote of his
experiences:

“In handling so much cash as we
did from ticket sales, I have repeat-
edly seen ticket sellers standing in
money with the floor of the booths
completely covered. There was
always a risk of holdups. We put on
about thirty guards. The list was
shown to Mr. Bartles who said, ‘Most
of these men have done time,
haven’t they?’ I assured him that he
was right. Joe was satisfied.

“l remember one time we got a
tip that Henry Starr was coming in
to take the box offices. Our thirty
men were strung out at intervals and
all of them had plenty of experience
in that line, some for the law and
some against it. Henry came in and
I was standing with Scott Bruner by
the main box office. I knew him and
when he came up he spoke very
pleasantly to me and turned to Scott
and said, ‘Scott, that is a good look-
ing gun that you have on.” Scott’s
answer was, ‘She has never missed
yet, Henry.” Henry bought a ticket
and saw the show.”

Mr. Shoemaker says, “Maybe now
poor old Scott Bruner can be put to
rest.” Perhaps not, as of yet Scott
Bruner’s life and career is virtually
unknown. Can a reader provide a
picture of this elusive Mr. Bruner?
Perhaps that would help us get a
better grip on the man.

If you have a question, send it to Chuck Parsons,
Western Publications, P.O. Box 2107, Stillwater,
OK 74076. Please keep questions brief. Sign your
full name and address, including zip code. Names
will be published if question is used. Space limita-
tions may not permit us to use all questions. Due to
the volume of mail, we cannot forward correspon-
dence to people whose questions appear in
“Answer Man.”
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RECOLLECTIONS OF THE

Box FamMiLy TRAGEDY

By GRrAaADY W. Box

ne crisp morning in early
October 1866, an Indian
scout galloped into Fort

Dodge, Kansas, in search of outpost
commander Captain Andrew
Sheridan. A band of Kiowas had set
up camp about thirty-five miles
away, he reported, and had in their
possession four white women. Quick
orders were given and Lieutenant
Hesselberger and a detail were
immediately dispatched to the
Indian camp. There the lieutenant

found two young women captives,
Margaret Box, seventeen, and her
sister Josephine, thirteen. They had
been captured by a band of Kiowas
in Montague County, Texas, along
with their mother, Mary Matthews
Box, sister Ida, seven; and a ten-day-
old baby. The women were taken
captive after the Indians killed and
scalped the father, James Jackson
“Jimmy Jack” Box.

Mary Matthews Box later related
to Captain Sheridan the horrific
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Photograph taken after the Box family
rescue. Left to right: Mary Box, Ida,
Margaret, Josephine, and Lieutenant
Hesselberger, October 22, 1866.
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Greatest Mountain Man. By Dillon. “Most reliable ver-
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Shackford. 362p. University of Nebraska Press. ~ $12.95p
518—Shadow on the Tetons: David E. Jackson and the
Claiming of the American West. By Jackson.
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adventure of her life, a tragic story
recalling the most terrifying hard-
ships a pioneer family could
encounter.

“About the breaking out of the
late rebellion, we moved to
Montague County, Texas on the
extreme frontier, the cause of our
moving was owing to my husband
being a Union man and did not wish
to fight in the late rebellion,” she
began.

The family survived the rigors of
life on the raw edge of the Red River
frontier during the war years.
However, as if fighting Indians and
outlaws was not in itself satisfying
enough, a good Union man like
Jimmy Jack had to dodge Johnny
Reb neighbors or suffer the fate of
other northern sympathizers at the
great hangings in nearby Gaines-
ville, Texas.

Box did get a taste of military life
although it was with Texas’s First
Frontier District from Montague
County, commanded by Brigadier
General James W. Throckmorton.
Chasing wild Indians and brushlov-
ing Army deserters close to home
was a lot more palatable than being
drafted into the Confederate Army
and perhaps getting killed by a
stranger.

On the day of the capture, August
292, 1866, Box and his family were
returning home from visiting rela-
tives at Black Jack Grove, Hopkins
County, in east Texas. His wagons
were loaded with a heavy cargo of
tanned leather and Mary was nurs-
ing a new baby born on the way back
home. As they neared their home at
Head of Elm, the Box family was
attacked by a band of roving Indians
led by Satanta, an infamous Kiowa
chief.

Jimmy Jack was killed outright
during the attack and his baby killed
shortly thereafter on the trail. The
women of his family were carried off
to suffer rape, privation, and daily
beatings for eleven weeks.

The wanton murder and kidnap-
ping of the Box family initially
appeared to be a localized, senseless
attack by roving Indians. Yet, this
tragedy caused ripples of national
interest as seen in the December 22,

TRUE WEST



1866, edition of Harper’s Weekly and
focused wide-ranging attention on
the deliberate failure of the post-war
Federal Congress and the Union
Army to provide basic civil protec-
tion to isolated frontier Texans.

Satanta first tried to sell his cap-
tives to Colonel J. H. Leavenworth at
Fort Larned. Leavenworth refused
to buy the women and in fact
scolded Satanta for previous treaty
violations. Satanta then took his cap-
tives to Fort Dodge and offered to
sell them to Captain Sheridan, a less
hardened man. Sheridan pitied the
plight of the helpless women and
quickly bought Margaret and
Josephine out of captivity. He was
unable to purchase the release of
Mary and Ida at the time for Satanta
had traded them to an Apache band
traveling with the Kiowas. Satanta
sold his captives to Sheridan for
even more than he had asked
Leavenworth. He was later quoted
saying that white women captives
brought better prices than stolen
horses.

General William T. Sherman was
on a inspection tour of the com-
mand when he was informed of the
purchase of the two girls. Sherman
promptly prohibited Sheridan to
purchase more captives lest it
encourage more killings and kid-
nappings by the Indians. Sherman’s
order was received before the two
other Boxes could be purchased
from the Apaches.

Sheridan was now in a quandary.
He was blocked from buying the
remaining women outright, but he
submitted a bold plan for Sherman’s
approval that would trap the Apache
leaders inside Fort Dodge and hold
them captive until they released the
other two Box women.

An invitation to a council meet-
ing was sent out and the Indian lead-
ers, mostly weaponless, made their
way inside the walls to settle on the
term of the captives purchase. A
peace pipe was lit and talks were
underway when the main gates
closed.

Soldiers along the walls depressed
mountain howitzers double loaded
with grape and canister to sweep the
Indians if they resisted their entrap-
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ment. Betrayed, the Indians angrily
leaped to their feet and received sev-
eral shots from posted soldiers.

When the Indians were finally
subdued, one of the old chiefs was
taken up on the palisades of the fort
and compelled to signal his camp to
bring in the two women. On reach-
ing the safety of the fort, the four
freed women captives emotionally
reunited, their long, wrenching
ordeal finally ended.

Little Ida was treated for burns to
the soles of her feet inflicted when
she persisted in crying and running
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after her mother seeking comfort
from their ordeal. After the Box
women were treated individually for
beatings and sexual abuse, they were
questioned. One touching story
revealed how Margaret received a
savage beating when she scooped up
a slipper full of water fording a full
creek and gave it to her parched
mother tightly bound to the back of
a horse.

The overwhelmed Indians were
released after receiving a stern
admonition not to steal any more
white women and children. The
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infuriated Apaches nursed a feeling
of betrayal and, joined by several
sub-tribal elements of Plains Indians,
spent the next two years raiding
homesteaders and fighting soldiers.
George Armstrong Custer and his
Seventh Cavalry finally forced them
into submission in Oklahoma’s
Wichita Mountains two years later.

Because of the risk of recapture
along the overland route to Texas,
the Box women were sent home via
Saint Louis, down the Mississippi,
and finally by sailing vessel to the
Texas coast. They were received in
Austin by the new governor, James
W. Throckmorton, Jimmy Jack’s old
commanding officer, and escorted
home to Montague County.

Memoir writing was in vogue dur-
ing this post-Civil War period. Mary
Box dictated her account to
Sheridan first, then George A. and
Elizabeth Custer both wrote their
own versions of the capture and
release a year later. A Fort Dodge
visitor, Henry Stanley, of the “Dr.
Livingston, I presume fame,” wrote
his own version of the Box capture
and release based on the Custer
reports. But perhaps the most accu-
rate account was written by a
Corporal Herron, one of the men
comprising Lietenant Hesselberger’s
military detail which made first con-
tact with the Kiowas. The Kiowas
related their own versions of the
capture as well. Satanta either
boasted about or denied his part in
the attack several times during his
bloody career, depending on which
law enforcement official was ques-
tioning him and why.

Back home in Montague County,
neighboring old timers recollected
for the next fifty years where they
were and what they did back when
wild Indians came to call on the Box
family. Margaret and her sisters
eventually married local boys and
raised their own families in more
pacific times. Mary was thought to
have remarried even though she was
reported to have nightmares the rest
of her life. For tough frontier
women, life continued, regardless of
its tragedies along the way.
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These beautiful coins were minted back in the 1800’s
and are in a very pleasing circulated condition (no
junk). The cost is only $14.00 per coin, or $26.00 for
two. Please add $2.00 for shipping & handling. Send
check or money order. Write to: Tom Winkler, 12132
Blackmer St., Garden Grove, CA 92845,

215 . COMECTIBLES
OFFERING MOST COMPLETE SELECTION quality
U.S. Military antiques, firearms, swords, uniforms,
headgear, cavalry equipment, McClellan saddles,
mess gear, accountrements, horsedrawn army wag-
ons, personal & identified items of the Civil War, Indian
Wars, Spanish-American War periods. Sub rate
$5.00/8 issues. WALTER BUDD, 3109 Eubanks Rd.,
Durham, NC 27707.

1865 ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S ASSASSINATION &
funeral newspapers, Harper’s Weekly. Both newspa-
pers are exact reproductions of the originals, each
one is full of 16 pages of pictures and complete with
two pages of display and classified ads. Fascinating
to read and great for display. Send $10.00 per set
(this includes postage), school discount available.
David Wilkinson, P.O. Box 65, Kennedy, AL 35574.

TRUE WEST Classifieds

Only seven easy steps put you in touch with your best prospects nationwide
at a very reasonable rate of only 50¢ per word (15 word minimum).
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2. Mark your category: (J Antiques (3 Artifacts 0 Books & Magazines O Business Opportunities
0 Coins (1 Collectibles (7 Educational [ Employment O Farm & Ranch

3 Genealogy (3 Government Supplies (7 Guns (J Hobbies O Indian Related

[ Photography (3 Real Estate (J Recipes (0 Records & Tapes O Travel

(0 Treasure Hunting [ Videos & Films 0 Western Merchandise T Want to Buy (3 Miscellaneous

3. Write your copy: Please print or type copy. Show punctuation marks. For additional words attach separate sheet.

4. Determine your cost: Number of words

Name

x b0¢ x number of issues

=%

Credit card orders:

Firm

Account #

Address

Full payment must accompany all classified space orders. Deduct 10% for running in 3 consecutive issues and 15% for 12 issues. Zip
codes are FREE. Up to five initial words highlighted in bold italic FREE; $1.00 per word for each additional highlighted word.
5. Fill in your name and address: Full name and street address must accompany all orders.

O VISA OMC

Expiration Date
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State Zip

next available issue.
7. Mail to:

Western Classifieds » P.O. Box 2107 « Stillwater, OK 74076

6. For deadline dates call Western Publications toll-free 1-800-749-3369. If your ad arrives after the deadline date, we will insert it in the
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300 AUTOMOTIVE FOR SALE

350 INDIAN RELATED

GOVERNMENT SEIZED CARS from $125! Trucks,
boats, 4-wheelers, motorhomes, furniture, electronics,
computers by FBI, IRS, DEA. Your area now. 1-800-
558-8672 Ext. A-5622.

AUTHENTIC ARROWHEAD NECKLACES, Great
gift. send $22.50 to Indian Aritfakes P.O. Box 7534
Tac, WA 98407. Large quantity barred turkey feather
for sale.

S e D U UNS
COWBOY SHOOTERS. You need 100 hole solid
hardwood loading blocks. Simplify your loading
chores. Five sizes, .32 Long to .45-70. Specify car-
tridge. $8.00 each. 10 or more $6.00 each. Free ship-
ping. Check or MO to: Loading Blocks, 2001 Lime,
Demming, NM 88030. (505) 544-2355.

350 _ INDIAN RELATED
AMERICAN INDIAN DESIGN SWEATSHIRTS/TEE
SHIRTS. Outstanding color, detail, quality. 6-page
82 designs. Catalog $3.00, rebated on first order.
Send long SASE 36¢ postage to AMERICAN

INDIAN, 9 Magnolia Dr., Belleville, IL 62221-4384.

ARROWHEADS, DRUMS, SHIELDS, LANCES,
NAVAJO ghost necklaces, beautiful Indian baskets,
war bows and arrows, Custer battle flags, buffalo-
points. Nice sample Rhyolite arrowhead plus illus-
trated lists only $3. Westco, Box 778-21, Colfax, CA
95713.

SAVE OVER $300 ON YOUR GROCERIES,
Automotive, etc. with these rebate, refund forms and
coupons. Also get free—5 Native American Indian
recipes. Send $5 handling fee and long (52¢) SASE:
Rick, P.O. Box 272, Gans, OK 74936.

NATIVE AMERICAN REPRODUCTIONS. Clothing,
tipi furniture, lances, knives, parfleche, rawhide con-
tainers, beaded blankets, and much more! Catalog
$1.00. Walking Swans Primitive Reproductions, 7734
Highway 194, Los Animas, CO 81054.

400 ~ REAL ESTATE
FORECLOSED & REPOSESSED HOMES Pennies
on the $1. FHA, IRS, VA, Delinquent properties. No or
low money down. Available your area now! 1-800-

558-8672 Ext. G-2622.

405 REAL ESTATE WANTED
AMAZING CASH NOW FOR LAND with or without
water, chicken coop, or house anywhere USA. Also
want to buy small scrap of land, Big Fork River coun-
try of Minnesota. Also want to buy rear wheel drive
car or truck, inline 6 or V-8. FREE water locating
dowzer service. Please write me: Cam Lyseng, P.O.
Box 16381, Duluth, MN 55816.

475 RECORDS & TAPES

ENJOY TOE-TAPPING COUNTRY CLASSICS
like “Snowbird,” “Crazy” by international TV & radio
pianist Deborah Ann, backed by Nashville’s finest
pickers. $12.99/cassette ppd. Prelude Music, 7010
N. Barbados Place, Phoenix, AZ 85021-8762.

LP’s/CD’s/CASSETTES: Old traditional country,
Singing Cowboys, Western Swing, Yodeling,
Dobro. Catalog $2. Frontier Records, Box 157-TW,
Jenks, OK 74037.

g5 o VIDEOS
“HELL HOLE OF THE WEST- Yuma Territorial
Prison the Guided Tour” a video documentary.
$23.95 postage paid. VISA/MC 1-800-503-8778, or
Check/Money order to New Horizon Productions, PO
Box 10250 Dept. TW, Yuma, AZ 85366-8250.

525 _ VIDEOS
60 MINUTE VIDEO! A complete guide & introduction
to the exciting sport of Cowboy Action Shooting.
Reviewed and approved by the editors of Guns &
Ammo and Shooting Times. Let some of the best in
the sport get you on the right traill The guns, gear,
clothes and more! Cowboy range rules relevant to
the sport. Plenty of actual match footage. Send
$19.95 plus $3.00 (S&H) to: Bar H Productions,
Dept. TW, PO Box 4671, Sunland, CA 91041-4671.

RARE WESTERN MOVIES AND TV. Catalog $2.00.
182-T Jackson St., Dallas, PA 18612-1725. Online
address: http://www.infinitiv.com/videos1.

550 WESTERN MERCHANDISE
OLD WEST STAGECOACH LINE INC. You can
have an authentic 1860 stagecoach built. Price
starting at $15,000. For price list call 901-867-
3054 or write 10455 Monroe, Lakeland, TN 38002.

OLD WEST REPLICAS: Bowie Knife, 14” long,
$15.10; Branding Iron, 19” long, $23.55; Water
Canteen, $29.95; 1873 Colt 45 Peacemaker, 11-
1/2” long, $59.00; 1866 Winchester Lever Action
Rifle, 38” long, $141.00 Above prices include ship-
ping and handling. FREE catalog with order. Send
check or money order to Southwest Stuff, 4225
NW 88 Avenue, Suite 117-T, Sunrise, FL 33351.

650 MISCELLANEOUS
20/20 WITHOUT GLASSES! Safe, rapid, non-sur-
gical, permanent restoration 6-8 weeks. Airline pilot
developed, Doctor approved. Free information by
mail: (800) 422-7320 or (406) 961-5570. Fax (406)

961-5577. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.

INFLATION Practical Help— Send SASE to: F&M,
3850 Mercer St., Macon, GA 31204

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS

available for future reference.

ORGANIZE AND PROTECT YOUR
COPIES OF TRUE WEST

Now there’s an easy way to keep copies of your favorite magazine readily

Designed exclusively for True West by Jesse Jones Industries, these custom-
made titled cases and binders are sized to hold a year's issues (may vary with
issue sizes) * Reinforced board covered with durable leather-
like material in brown ¢ Title is hot-stamped in gold ¢ Free
personalization foil included for indexing year * Cases are
V-notched for easy access * Binders have special spring
mechanism to hold individual rods which easily snap in.

BINDER

CASE

|| BLACK DIAMONY X““m‘

I Tnu: WEST Quantity Cases Binders I
| Jesse Jones Industries, Dept. 95W-TW One 1-$8.95 1-$11.25 1
| 499 East Erie Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134 ";‘hree - :Z: g: - :2‘1) g: 1
i . 1X 6- ¥ L 6-
Please send 2 i binders Add $1.50 per case/binder postage and han- |
for True West magazine. dling, Outside Continental U.S. (including AK i
Enclosed is $.___._$ & HI) $3.50 per case/binder. (U.S. funds) i
Charge my: (Minimum $15)
1 [ American Express = [ Visa (1 MasterCard [ Diners Club :
| Card # Exp. Date |
| Signature |
: Charge Orders: Call TOLL FREE 7 days, 24 hours # 1-800-825-6690 :
| Print Name I
I Address |
| Citysstate/zip !
PA residents add 7% sales tax Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery I
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Barbed Wire Press......
Bennett Walls Company
Blevins Manufacturing....
Blue Mountain Publishing .
Bob's Old Badges .......
Book Mart .........
Brander & Waid.
Casa de Patron....
Collector's Armoury..
Commons Crafts ..
Custeriana Books.
Davis, Kevin......
Dixie Gun Works
Eagles, Steve....
Frontier Calendar.
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Lahontan Images...........
Little Bat's Trading Post.
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National Collector's Mint
Northern Map Company.
Oklahombres....
Outlaws and Lawi
R & A Hobbies ........
Shelley, Ed.......
Shkurkin, Viad
Single Action Shootmg Somety
Simon and Shuster ..............
Slocum Books.........
True West Binders ...............
True West/ Old West Calendar ...
True West / Old West Subscription
Walling, Emma........ccccoevvnnennn .54
Western Publications Online...........ccoeiiieniiiennd
Westernlore Press...............

Women in the West Books...

Please patronize these fine advertisers and, when
you do, mention True West magazine.
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OTHER TITLES
AVAILABLE FROM
BARBED WIRE
PRESS

D ~ Dangerous Trails: Five
=~ Desperadoes of the Old
= . West Coast. By William D.
. Secrest. Explores the excit-
ing stories of five lesser-
; known outlaws of the
Pacific Coast. Well-researched and
written. First ed. 50

photos. 6x9, 288p. $31.95, Cloth
ISBN 0-935269-17-7

Violence Was No
Stranger: A Guide to
the Grave Sites of
Famous Westerners.
By James A.
Browning. A guide
to the lives and
) grave sites of over one
thousand famous and infamous play-
ers in the saga of the frontier. Gives
detailed directions to grave sites. A handy,
quick reference First ed., 36 photos, 6x9,
360 p. ISBN 0-935269-11-8

$29.95, Cloth

Trailing Billy the Kid.
By Philip J. Rasch.
Rasch set a high stan-
dard for Billy the Kid
research and writing.

This book contains
Rasch’s 25 most important

articles. Limited edition. First ed. 6x9,

220p.

ISBN 0-935269-19-3 $29.95 Cloth

Bad Blood: The Life and
Times of the Horrell
Brothers. By Frederick
Nolan. First rate
account of the seven
Horrell brothers and
their role in the
Lincoln County War
and the Horrell-Higgins feud.
First ed., 35 photos, 6x9, 211 p.

ISBN 0-935269-16-9
$25.95, Cloth




John Ringo died
mysteriously in the
Arizona desert, his death
trumpeted by some,
mourned by many,
wrongly claimed by a few.

BARBED WIRE PRESS
PRESENTS:

FrRoOM AUTHOR
DAVID JOHNSON

Historian David Johnson has painstakingly researched family archives, official documents, con-
temlpomry newspapers, and other sources of primary records to produce John Ringo, the lﬁrst
full-length biography ?f one of the most enigmatic figures of the gunfighter era. It’s a long-
awaited book that finally separates fact from fiction, real life from legend in the tragic story o]ga
western gunman.

I," ride Wlth Ringo' Check/ mo enclosed in amount of $ T VISA (1 MasterCard
Charge Card # Card Expires

Send me copy(ies) of John Ringo @  signature

$29.95 each. _

| have added $3 shipping and handling for the
first book, 75¢ for each additional copy.* Address

*Oklahomans please add 8% sales tax. City State

BARBED WIRE PRESS

P.O. Box 2107 STILLWATER, OK 74076
a1l TOLL FREFE 1-800-749-3369 ¢ 405-743-3370 * Fax 405-743-3374 *
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