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New This Month
Ranch War
J. T. Edson

It seems when a lady’s called “Calamity,” chaos follows wherever she goes—
even to the mostly-peaceful railroad town of Mulrooney, Kansas. Martha Jane
Canary's got to fight for what's hers when a band of no-good ruffians try to take
away the ranch she recently inherited. But Calamity Jane's got an ally—a baby-
faced Texas Gun called the Ysabel Kid—not to mention stony courage, a sure
whip hand, and a mule-stubborn willingness to lay down her life for what's right.

ISBN 0-06-078424-5 « $5.99 ($7.99 Can.)

Also Available from
The Man from Boot Hill:
Dead Man’s Promise

Marcus Galloway

After running wild as a feared gunslinger and bandit, Nick Graves

finally settled into the family business, working as a professional mourner.

But his old gang isn’t willing to let him go that easily, so they aim their

sights on his family. A rage that's been simmering for years is about to explode,
so with his maimed hand and a new gun, Nick Graves is going to make sure
that this time what's dead stays dead...for good.

ISBN 0-06-056770-8 * $5.99 ($7.99 Can.)




Bird Cage Theatre

One Of The West’s Most FAMOUS LANDMARKS
A Registered, National Monument

OPEN DAILY

TOMBSTONE’S
MOST AUTHENTIC
ATTRACTION

The most famous honky-tonk in America in
1881. The New York Times referred to it as the
wildest, wickedest night spot between Basin
Street and the Barbary Coast. For 9 years it
was open 24 hours a day and was the site of
16 gunfights. It has 140 bullet holes and is
Tombstone’s only historic landmark
preserved in its original state.

A Nostalgic Trip
Into Tombstone’s Past.
An Unforgettable Memory Of The Old West.

"The Town Too Tough To Die"”
CHECK OUT THESE SOUVENIRS AND MORE AT OUR STORE : www.tombstoneaz.net

Exact Copy OF ORIGINAL
BIRD CAGE OPERA Doc's
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THE APPROXIMATE SIZE OF A $50.00 GOLD PIECE, THE TOKEN IS COLORFULLY EXPLAINED
ON BOTH SIDES. WYATT EARP, DOC HOLLIDAY AND DIAMOND JiM BRADY CARRIED THEIRS FOR
YEARS AS A LUCKY CHARM, EVER REFUSING TO CASH THEM IN AT THE MOST FAMOUS HONKYTONK
BETWEEN BASIN STREET AND THE BARBARY COAST.
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Forge a trail into
“*American West

Mike Blakely

Come Sundown
0-312-87605-0 # $27.95/$37.95 Can.
Now in hardcover

Spur Award-winning author Mike

Blakely tells the story of Honore
Greenwood’s encounters with the
legendary Kit Carson in the
sequel to Moon Medicine.

“Honore Greenwood is simply
the finest character Mike
Blakely has ever created.”

—The Globe News on
Moon Medicine

Edited by ¢ AINES
A. Crutchfield

The Way West: True Stories
of the American Frontier
0-765-30452-X  $14.95/$19.95 Can.

Now in trade paperback

Join the Western Writers of
America on a journey back in
time and discover the forgotten
tales of America’s storied past.
Includes essays by Elmer Kelton,
David Dary, Robert M. Utley,

and Dale L. Walker.

Loren D. Estleman
The Adventures of

Johnny Vermillion

0-765-30914-9 % $24.95/$33.95 Can.

Now in hardcover

Johnny Vermillion’s theater
troupe brings masterpieces and
bank robberies to the Wild West.
When a Pinkerton man notices a
pattern of stage shows and grand
larceny, a thrilling game of cat
and mouse begins.

“Estleman rivals the finest
American novelists with his
gritty vision and keen ear.”

—The Washington Post
Book World

FORGE
=

www.tor.com

Elmer Kelton

The Raiders: Sons of Texas

0-765-31525-4 * $24.95/$33.95 Can.
In hardcover November 2005

The second installment in
the saga of early Texas by the
greatest of all Western writers.

“One thing is certain: as long
as there are writers as skill-
ful as Elmer Kelton, Western
literature will never die.”

—True West Magazine

Elmer Kelton

Sons of Texas
0-765-34897-7 % $5.99/$8.99 Can.
Now in paperback

The first volume in a trilogy
that follows the lives and
adventures of one family
through the era of the Alamo
and Texas Independence
under Sam Houston.

“A series that brings to mind
L’ Amour’s multi-generational
Sackett Family saga....
Readers will eagerly
anticipate the next entry
in the series.” —Booklist
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HBO’s Deadwood portrays the
Chinese as underworld
characters, but our investigation
of their history paints their true
character and reveals the tragic
loss of an important landmark.
— Bill Markley

36 THE ART OF DISASTER
The lesser-known story behind
the first painting of the Battle of
the Little Bighorn.

— Mark Boardman

38 SPoRrTS IN THE WILD WEST
Rodeo wasn't the only sport
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Executive Editor Bob Boze Bell reflects
on sports in the West and his memories
of Elizabeth Small.
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The Ruger Bearcat revolver was originally introduced in 1958 as
a lightweight, compact .22 LR “kit gun” for campers and hikers
who wanted a reliable single action revolver that was easy to
carry. The Ruger New Bearcat, available in both blued and satin
stainless finishes, remains the top choice when size, weight and
dependability are essential. It stows away conveniently, weighs
only 24 ounces and fits comfortably in your hand. The New
Bearcat features a strong, one-piece frame with rosewood grips
and a rollmarked bear and cougar design on the unfluted
cylinder. For a camping companion that fits beautifully into your
hand and your pack, you can’t beat the Ruger New Bearcat.

Ruger New Bearcat
SBC-4
Suggested retail price
of $410.00

Ruger Stainless
New Bearcat
KSBC-4
Suggested retail price
of $464.00

Owners of “old model” (three screw) Ruger single action revolvers
manufactured from 1953-1972, and Bearcats with serial numbers below 93-00000
should contact us for details about FREE safety conversions.
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VIADE FREE Instruction Manuals are available
(INL USA | online at www.ruger.com

www.ruger.com

RUGER

ARMS MAKERS FOR RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS®




TO THE POINT

Wyatt Earp Punts?

If he did, it was near the 0.K. Corral.

From handball to football, from
polo to golf, and from the
Tombstone Tigers to the Wyoming
State Penitentiary All-Stars, true
Westerners have always had a love
of sports.

When we think of the American frontier
period, we usually think of rodeo and horse
racing, but as you'll find out in this issue
(p. 38), the Old West was full of all kinds of
sports. For example, how’s this for an odd
juxtaposition: football and Tombstone?
Somehow we can’t quite picture Doc
Holliday and Wyatt Earp blitzing on third
down, but check out George Parsons’ diary
entry for January 12, 1882:

“Grand foot ball racket this afternoon on
Fremont Street near Fourth. All hands
joined in, all kinds of conditions and we
had much joy. Result about $10 worth of
glass broken in Epitaph and Nugget and
some sore toes.”

REAR ENTRANCE TO
THE 0.K. CORRAL

N

TomBSTONE EPITAPH OFFICE

Just a few months after the so-called 0.K.
Corral gunfight, a ‘foot ball” game was
played near the intersection of Fourth and
Fremont (behind the wagon). From the diary
enlry, it appears an errant kick broke a
window at the Tombstone Epitaph office
(building at far left). The rear entrance to the
0.K. Corral is just out of the photo, at right.

Most cowboys will
chase what runs,
and run from
what chases.

Of course, there is no proof that Wyatt
Earp (above) participated in the game. A
week later, on January 17, Earp, Doc
Holliday and Johnny Ringo confronted each
other a block south of the football game, so
it's not entirely out of the realm of
possibility. It's not known if the football
game played in Tombstone was soccer-
based or rugby-based.

For this issue’s Classic Gunfights (p. 62),
Wild Bunch expert Dan Buck recommended
researcher and author Gary Wilson, who has
spent the past 10 years researching the Tiger
of the Wild Bunch: Kid Curry. Many myths
and misconceptions surround this fight, and
Wilson was a great help in sharing the facts
of the gunfight between Curry and Pike
Landusky. Wilson became intrigued by Kid
Curry while working on his book, Outlaw
Tales of Montana (2003). His other works
include “Long George” Francis: Gentleman
Outlaw of Montana (2005) and Honky-

tonk Town: Havre,

BY BOB BOZE BELL

link to our proud past. I often called her and
asked her about Joe’s philosophy (WWJD:
What would Joe do?), and Elizabeth was
always gracious and helpful. When my
partners and I first took over the magazine, I
was quite curious about what had happened
to the once burgeoning circulation (in the
early 1960s, True West had a 260,000 circ;
when we bought the magazine in 1999, it had
fallen to less than 20,000).

“The footnote crowd took over,” she told
me, with her usual candor. When I asked
her what that meant, she said that the
magazine got away from telling good
stories and instead became fixated with
minutia, like the color of Tom McLaury’s
hatband at the O.K. Corral gunfight.

I often think of her wise words when we
are planning an issue. I will always
remember Elizabeth, for all of her guidance
and support.

Joe and Elizabeth Small, c. 1960 in Wales.

Montana’s
Lawless Era (due in July). % -

On a serious note, we were saddened by
the news in February that Elizabeth Small
had passed on (p. 53). She was the last living

HONKYTONK SUE: Sage Advice from the Queen of Country Swing

For a behind-the-scenes look at running
this magazine, check out BBB's daily blog
at twmag.com

NN

So, the trick is
to learn how to
chase and make it
look like fleein’.

8 WEST
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SHOOTING BARACK

True West readers speak their piece.

Correcting the Little Things

I didn’t get far into my March 2006 issue
before encountering Phil Spangenberger’s
wonderful article on the Winchester Model
1894. The article is perfect! All the facts are
in proper order, but I must correct you on
the photos. The picture is stated as showing
the adventurer with a ’94 Winchester rifle,
and it includes the inset in this reference.
But the firearm shown in the inset is a
carbine, not the longer-barreled rifle held
by the adventurer. I know it’s just a little
thing, but that's why we like your magazine;
you usually correct the little things.

Bob Winterton
Alpine, California

The Editors: Thank you for writing to
us Bob. Just for the record, though, the
caption only refers to the “trusty 1894
Winchester.” No reference was made to
whether the weapons shown were rifles or
carbines. But we appreciate you sharing
the information with our readers.

The April issue has an error that is one
of my biggest pet peeves. The map of a
central portion of California by Gus
Walker [p. 101] shows the Owens River
emptying into Owens Lake. If Gus had
shown the river flowing to L.A., it would
have been more accurate. Then, for the
Owens River to connect to the San
Joaquin River, there would have to have
been a tunnel under the Sierra Nevada,
and even then, the Owens River would
have to flow upstream to get there. Also,
the San Joaquin River, in flowing north in
the central valley, does not pass San
Francisco Bay. It flows into San Francisco
Bay. I admit that it is not always easy to
identify the facts. From other sources, I
have seen Wyatt Earp’s burial place
variously listed as Coloma, Los Angeles
and San Francisco, California!

Bob Woodson
Bishop, California

Gus Walker: Our maps are made to
reflect the time period of the story. The
Owens River does not flow into Los
Angeles because the aqueduct that is now
there did not exist at the time of the event.
You are correct that the Owens River
should not connect to the San Joaquin
and that the San Joaquin should flow into
San Francisco Bay. You are extremely

Tidbits on The Searchers

The article, “The Searchers at 50” [April 2006] got me
thinking about other relatively unknown aspects
regarding this classic. Buddy Holly supposedly wrote
“That’ll Be the Day” after seeing The Searchers, using
the disdainful line that John Wayne’s character Ethan
utters a few times in the movie. I have also heard that
John Ford initially considered Fess Parker for the role
of Ethan, but Walt Disney would not allow Parker out of

his contract to audition for the part. Wayne’s

connection to his mentor Harry Carey, Sr., can be seen
throughout the film. Carey’s son and his widow, Olive,
both appeared in The Searchers. And in the very last
scene of The Searchers, we see Ethan standing just
outside the doorway on the porch, silhouetted against

John Wayne’s portrayal of Ethan
in The Searchers is a direct

Sr. (above, at left).

— TrUE WEST ARCHIVES —

the Monument Valley background. He crosses his right

arm in front of his body and holds onto his left arm, just above the elbow as it extends
down his side. This seemingly small gesture, as the Duke related to interviewers years later,
was his tribute to his mentor, who had utilized this same gesture in his silent movie
Westerns. Wayne also revealed that his gesture on the porch had brought tears to Olive’s
eyes as she was looking out from inside the house.

Denver Kissinger
Long Beach, California

knowledgeable when it comes to your
state’s geography, and I applaud you for
that and for taking the time to correct us.

Hero of the Common Man?

I enjoyed Candy Moulton’s interview of
William Groneman III [“From 9.11 to the
Alamo,” April 2006]. However, I question
her choice of words in calling him a “hero.”
A talented writer—okay. Ruggedly
handsome—of course. Witty, charming, fun
to be with, a chick magnet—yes to all.
Humble—well, darn it, yes.

But a hero? He did nothing
more, and a great deal less,
than many other
firefighters, police officers,
other emergency workers
and civilians did on
September 11, 2001.

William Groneman III
Kerrville, Texas

A Clive Cussler
Adventure

Wow. “Steamboat in a
Cornfield” [April 2006]
reads like something right
out of a Clive Cussler novel. As a matter of
fact, after reading the photo captions to get
the gist of the story, I fully expected to see

TRUE 10 WEST

Readers shoot back responses

him involved in some way or another. I love
the treasure hunting stuff. Be sure to follow
up with these guys to see what the other
100 tons of cargo hides. I'm sure they must
be holding onto the bourbon for eBay.

Todd Goff
Aiken, South Carolina

Searchers Urban Legend

The Searchers article is appreciated
[April 2006], but it repeated an urban
legend—that the book was based on

Cynthia Ann Parker.
According to author Alan
LeMay’s own notes, the
book was based on the
freed slave Britt Johnson
[True West, March 1986]
and his search for his
family and Millie Durgin.
Upon reading the novel, it
becomes obvious.

Alan C. Huffines
Abilene, Texas

I enjoyed Yardena
Rand’s commentary on The
Searchers, but I have to
question some of her understanding about
captives. Cynthia Ann Parker and four
other members of her family (not five)

to our annual Travel issue.

throwback to the type of characters
played by his mentor Harry Carey,




YOU MAY HAVE GROWN UP TO BE
A COP, A TEACHER OR AN ACCOUNTANT
BUT THERE’S STILL TIME TO BE A COWBOY.
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were taken captive. Rand’s generalization
that “captives didn’t always want to go
home” is a stretch of the truth. I have
recently finished a study of 250
captivities in the West (“A Fate Worse
Than Death”), which shows that only one
girl of the 40 captives in the seven-15 age
group stayed or returned to the Indians,
or tried to return. The one girl who
wanted to remain was Cynthia. For the
boys, two out of 50 captives returned to
live with the Indians (Thomas Coleman
and Rudolph Fischer). Vernon Maddux
also discusses a “typical” attack that was
not typical. Can he name another family
killed by whites in the manner of the
Mason and Cambren families? [Visit
“Website Extras” on twmag.com for
Maddux’s list.] Today, we have too many
writers who whitewash these facts
because they have not studied the
subject thoroughly.

Greg Michno
Longmont, Colorado

Yardena Rand responds: I completely
hold by the statement that “captives
didn’t always want to go home.” Fifteen-
year-old Mary Jemison, who was
captured along the Pennsylvania
frontier during the Seven Years Wan, is
another celebrated case. She lived with
the Senecas for more than 70 years.
Greg is corvect that five and not six
members were taken.

0 Please don’t shoot us but on p. 48 of
April 2006, the pistols should be
identified as percussion pistols.

0 Poor phrasing on p. 37 of April 2006
has made it seem like the battle at La
Glorieta Pass took place in Colorado
(shame on us, our New Mexico
readers tell us!).

We Welcome Your Comments

“Now let the letters roll in and bare your
very soul. That is what has always kept us
going and I think it always will.”

—Joe Small, True West founder

Letters to the editor become the property of True
West and may be edited. Send your letters to
Editor, PO Box 8008, Cave Creek, AZ 85327.
E-mail: editor@twmag.com







WESTERN ROUNDUP

OPENING SOON
Museum Dedication
June 17th

Original
Indian
Costume
from the
film: How
the West
Was Won.

Please call 760-876-9909
for more info.

The Museum will have
 Over 6000 feet of exhibits
e A 60 seat theater screening westerns
¢ A Museum store
e The car from High Sierra
¢ A movie stagecoach used in Lone Pine
e The worm from Tremors
¢ Exhibits on all your cowboy heroes
* Video displays
¢ And much more

Victor
McLaglen’s
helmet: Gunga
Din

One of several
of John Wayne's
Hats

Lone Pine Film History Museum
701 S. Main St. ® Lone Pine, CA
760-876-9909
lonepinemovies@aol.com

www.lonepinefilmhistorymuseum.org

Experience the Old West.

April 29-May 1..Moline, IL, Antique
Firearms and Weaponry Auction: Almost 3,000
lots will be on sale, including antique arms from
Winchester, Henry, Colt and Smith & Wesson.
800-238-8022 / www.rockislandauction.com

Now through May 1..Alpine, TX, 20th
Annual Trappings of Texas: Competition and
exhibition of Western art, including saddles, metal
work and leather. 432-837-8734 / www.sulross.edu

Now through July 4..Simi Valley, CA,
The U.S. Cavalry, Hollywood Horse Soldiers:
Army artifacts and props from Westerns like She
Wore a Yellow Ribbon reveal the history of the
cavalry at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library.
800-410-8354 / www.reaganlibrary.com

Now through July 30...Topeka, XS,
Blazing Guns & Rugged Heroes—Kansas in the
Western: A showcase of movie posters and
costumes from 1936’s Dodge City Trail through
1999's Ride with the Devil. 785-272-8681 /
www.kshs.org

Now through August 20..Los Angeles,
CA, Totems to Turquoise: A celebration of Native
American jewelry arts of the Northwest and
Southwest. 323-667-2000 /
autrynationalcenter.org

MAY

5-7...Canyon, TX, First Annual Palo Duro Western
Film Festival: Three days of classic films that trace
the development of the cowboy in Westerns.
806-651-2244 / www.panhandleplains.org

6...Cave Creek, AZ, 11th Annual Sonoran
Symphony: The Phoenix Symphony and special
guests Riders in the Sky perform symphonic
Western music. 480-488-6131 / www.dflt.org

6...Caldwell, KS, Chisholm Trail Festival: Includes
a historic walking tour of this old cowtown, along
with bullriding and a cowchip throw.

620-845-6666 / www.caldwellkansas.com

6...E1 Paso, TX, Cinco de Mayo Street Festival: The
annual celebration of Mexican heritage includes a
Taste of the Border, with margaritas and mole.
915-351-1680 / visitelpaso.com

11-14..Sonoita, AZ, 70th Annual Sonoita
Quarter Horse Show: Features quarter horse
exhibits and competitions, along with working cow
classes for adults and youth. 714-444-2918

12-14.. Sheridan, WY, 13th Annual Rocky
Mountain Leather Trade Show: Top saddlemakers
and leather crafters show off their wares.
888-289-6409 / www.leathercraftersjournal.com

12-14...Cody, WY, Cody Wild West Days: Held at
Stampede Park, this event features barrel racing
and a top-notch horse sale. 307-587-4221 /
www.codywildwestdays.com

13-14.. Prescott, AZ, Second Annual Native
American Arts Festival: The Smoki Museum of
American Indian Art and Culture holds a juried
show and features Native American performers.
928-445-1230 / www.smokimuseum.org

19-20...Gibsland, LA, Authentic Bonnie and
Clyde Festival: A re-enactment of the 1934 ambush
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of the outlaw pair, along with a parade and museum
tours. 318-843-1934

20)...Comanche, TX, John Wesley Hardin Days:
0Old-time fiddlers’ contests, gunfight re-enactments,
historical tours and Western heritage booths.
325-356-2032 / www.comanchechamber.org

20-21.. Prairie City, OR, Fourth Annual Camp
Logan Days Living History Re-enactment: Relive
the frontier days of 1867 with exhibits on this
Northwest military post. 541-820-3314

27-29.. Prescott, AZ, 32nd Annual Phippen
Museum Western Art Show and Sale:
Features artworks in oil, watercolor, acrylic
and mixed media. 928-778-1385 /
www.phippenartmuseum.org

27-29.. Tombstone, AZ, Wyatt Earp Days: A
celebration honoring the West’s famous lawman,
featuring re-enacted gunfights and hangings.
888-457-3929 / www.wyattearpdays.com

29..Fort Smith, AR, Tales of the Crypt: A guided
tour of Oak Cemetery to remember the people who
shaped the West and built Fort Smith. 479-784-1006

JUNE

3-4.. Meade, KS, Dalton Days Wild West Fest:
Featuring the first MidWest Regional Classic
Gunfights & Living History Competitions, with re-
enactors portraying icons such as Wild Bill Hickok
and Buffalo Bill Cody. Executive Editor Bob Boze
Bell is the Grand Marshal at the event.
620-873-2008 / www.meadecountyonline.com

3-4...Walla Walla, WA, Lewis and Clark Days: Some
100 history interpreters re-create the Lewis & Clark
Expedition and experiences of Walla Walla pioneers.
509-525-7703 / www.fortwallawallamuseum.org

9-10...E1 Reno, OK, El Reno Rodeo: Bronco and
bullriding, and barrel racing take to the ring.
405-262-8888 / www.elreno.org

JUNE 15-18

Deadwood, South Dakota
Wild Bill Hickok Days

Commemorating the 130th anniversary of Hickok’s
time in the Black Hills, this event features the
Cowboy World Fast Draw Championship.
800-999-1876 / www.deadwood.com

Wild Bill Hickok Days brings large crowds to
one of the ultimate Old West towns.

— CourTESY DEADWOOD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE—




10-18 & 23-24. North Platte, NE, 41st
Annual NEBRASKAland DAYS: This event
features parades, concerts and the Buffalo
Bill Rodeo. 308-532-7939 /
Nebraskalanddays.com

13-17...Cody, WY, Western Writers of America
Convention: The convention is open to everyone
and will include information about marketing and
sessions with editors and publishers.
307-327-5465 / www.westernwriters.org

16-18.. Beatrice, NE, Homestead Days:
Celebrate the area’s homestead history by
learning wood-working, hide tanning and quilting.
402-223-3514

17..Lone Pine, CA, Museum Dedication:
Celebrate the opening of the Movie History
Museum by attending a cowboy cocktail party,
enjoying a gourmet meal and listening to Western
tunes by The Chaparral. 760-876-9909 /
www.lonepinefilmhistorymuseum.org

17..Fillmore, CA, Fillmore & Western Railway’s
“When the West Was Wild” Murder Mystery
Dinner Train: Go back to 1874 and meet some
seedy characters involved in an annual poker
tournament—and sudden death. Dinner provided.
805-524-0330 / www.fwry.com

17-18...Wichita, KS, Frontier Justice: Re-
enactments of how Old West lawmen—including
the Earps and Mastersons—helped bring order to
the chaos of the bustling cowtowns of the 1870s.
316-264-0671 / www.oldcowtown.org

22-24...Cody, WY, Brian Lebel's 17th Annual
Cody 01d West Show and Auction: Features
historical photographs, artifacts, artwork and more.
602-485-4785 / www.codyoldwest.com

22-25..Founders Ranch, NM, Single Action
Shooting Society’s 25th Annual End of Trail:
The nation’s oldest Cowboy Action Shooting
competition also features Western screen legends.
877-411-SASS / www.sassnet.com/EoT

23-25.. Sheridan, WY, Buffalo Bill Days:
Celebrate Buffalo Bill Cody’s years in Sheridan in
the 1890s by attending the parade, Wild West
show and exhibits. 307-674-2178 /
www.buffalobilldays.org

24-25..0ttawa, KS, 01d West Cowboy Days:
Celebration of Western and cowboy heritage with
a parade, art show and stock dog demonstrations.
785-242-1411 / www.oldwestcowboydays.com

24-25.. Kenton, OH, Gene Autry Days: A
celebration of this singing cowboy, featuring
movies, music and a Western collectibles show.
419-673-4131

29-July 2..Mesa Verde National Park, CO,
100th Birthday Celebration: Observe the
anniversary of the world’s first cultural national
park with presentations by national leaders,
Indian craft demonstrations and an art exhibit.
888-905-6372 / www.visitmesaverde.com

~/ \/;7

Submissions to Western Roundup: Please send all
information and photos at least three months in
advance to Western Roundup, P.O. Box 8008,
Cave Creek, AZ 85327; info@twmag.com or fax

it to 480-575-1903.
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SHOOTING FROM THE HIP

Winchester 77-Take Two

Movie firearm shows up in great shape al a recent aucltion.

In the world of movie making,
duplication of important props,
such as the firearms of
principle characters, is a
common practice.

This is done so that one or more look-
alike backup guns are on hand if they're
needed during production. In the case of
the classic 1950, Universal International
picture, Winchester '73, the movie
makers used three original 1873
Winchesters, since this was the age
before replicas were available. With the

gun bearing the title role and appearing
in numerous scenes throughout the film,
it was important to have backups of this
featured firearm.

Late last year, I came across one of
the trio of rifles used in Winchester 73
while attending the Las Vegas Antique
and Sporting Arms show. Rock Island
Auction Company was previewing a
selection of fine arms slated for its
December auction, including this lever
gun. Having seen the James Stewart
film several times, I was fascinated to

find one of the actual rifles used in the

production and was equally pleased to

see that the gun was in fine

condition—unusual for a firearm that
was part of a movie production.

As one of the original 73

models that were factory

refinished and engraved for

the movie, this particular "73

(serial number 703161B)

bears a standard 24-inch

octagonal rifle barrel. The

This 1873 Winchester
retains nearly all of its
movie refinish: fancy burl
walnut, checkered stock
and forearm, and other
adornments such as
the brass inlaid
plaque. The .38-40
rifle recently
hammered on the
auction block for
$37,500.

Winchester warehouse received the lever
action on March 2, 1916, according to the
Cody Firearms Museum’s records. It is a Third
Model, chambered for the .38-40 Winchester
Central Fire (.38 WCF) cartridge, which, at the
time, utilized a “5-in-1” motion picture blank.

Since these guns served as backups in
the film, they were identically fitted with
fancy checkered walnut stocks and fore-
arms. Further, the side plates of the
receiver are engraved and gold washed
with a 19th-century Germanic vine
engraving on a punch dot background. The
legend “One of One Thousand” is engraved
in all caps on the top of the barrel, behind
the rear sight. Inlaid into the right side of
the buttstock is a rectangular brass plate
bearing the all caps legend “First Prize /
Centennial Rifle Shoot / Won By—Dodge
City, Kansas / July 4th 1876,” which relates
to the movie storyline. This historic rifle
sold for a $37,500 bid at Rock Island
Auction’s December 2005 sale.

As of this writing, the author does not
know the whereabouts of the other two rifles
from this film. But the Cody Firearms
Museum, in the Buffalo Bill Historical Center
in Cody, Wyoming, exhibits the Winchester
Model 71 lever-action rifle, which famed
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BY PHIL SPANGENBERGER

The classic 1950 film, Winchester 73, is one of
a number of firearm-themed movies in which
the guns are the ‘“stars.” This epic Western
centers around a shooting contest and the
subsequent adventures of the prize rifle and its
owner. For the film, three 1873 Winchester
rifles were refinished and engraved by the
Winchester factory to look like the famed “One
of One Thousand” rifles of the 19th century.

— ALL IMAGES COURTESY ROCK ISLAND AUCTION COMPANY —

exhibition shooter Herb Parsons used to
perform the trick shots for the film.

To see the Winchester '73 in action,
watch Winchester '73—a classic Western
about a classic rifle.

A
~
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REPLICAS OF THE
1873 WINCHESTER

Cimarron Fire Arms offers a detail-
perfect, fully-engraved reproduction of
the famed “One of One Thousand” 1873
Winchester rifles. Outfits that offer
standard versions of the 73 Winchester
rifles, carbines, short rifles and extra-
long barreled models include Cimarron
Fire Arms, Dixie Gun Works, EMF Co.,
Navy Arms Co. and Taylor’s & Company.







COLLECTING THE WEST BY MEGHAN SAAR

The Tale of Two Russells

A California-born artist is hot on the trail of Charlie Russell.

When an auction is called the C.M.
Russell Auction, you pretty much
know who the main attraction is
going to be. But at this year’s
event, another Russell almost beat
out the famed cowboy artist.

Charlie Russell’s painting, Judith Basin
Cowboy, did hammer in for the auction high
at $160,000. But trailing close behind was an
oil painting by Russell Chatham. Part of a
fixed-price sale, a new addition to the
auction, Rain Sweeping Over Sweet Grass
Basin sold for $140,000—a record price for
the artist who is the grandson of California
landscape painter Gottardo Piazzoni.

Our cowboy Russell rode the range before
picking up his paintbrush; this Russell mainly
earned his living as a sign painter and a
carpenter. But since 1958, his artwork has

been featured in approximately 400 one-man . . . . . .
Russell Chatham’s Rain Sweeping Over Sweet Grass Basin, which he painted in 2005. It set a record

shows. You may also have seen his work Jor the artist, selling in a fixed-price sale for $140,000. About 40 pieces sold for a total of $275,000.
grace the covers of novels by Jim Harrison

(most known for his novella, Legends of the
Fall). Or perhaps you know Chatham as a fly
fisherman—he caught a world-record striped
bass, weighing 36 pounds and six ounces, in
1966. He hooked the fish using an eight-inch
black streamer in San Francisco Bay, an area
he grew up in. Now Chatham lives on an old
homestead, eight miles outside of Livingston,
Montana. Those who live in Livingston get
the best of both worlds: a delicious meal
served under Chatham’s original paintings at
his Livingston Bar & Grille, which celebrates
its 10-year anniversary in 2006.

But now, a new owner will be
transforming a blank space with the oil on
canvas Chatham painted last year, portraying
Sweet Grass Basin near Big Timber,
Montana. The pristine landscape makes one
imagine it could be the same tract of country
Lewis and Clark saw during their travels
through Montana 200 years ago.

The auction, held on March 16-19, in
Great Falls, Montana, set another record

with its closing sale of $2.2 million in bids. The late Charles Russell expert, Fred Renner, believed the cowboy in this painting was Pete Vann,
<% who got Russell his first cowboy job on the Judith Basin roundups in Montana. The teenaged

w Vann apparently was about to be fired because he was falling asleep on his watch during night
herding, but his job was saved when he was put to work on the day herd breaking broncs. Fred’s

Notable Russell Lots Included widow Ginger has estimated that the painting was created circa 1892-95; $160,000.

(All images courtesy C.M. Russell Auction)
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UPCOMING AUCTIONS

June 9
Montana and the West
Johns’ Western Gallery
www.johnswesterngallery.com

June 12
Native American, Pre-Columbian
and Tribal Art
Bonhams and Butterfields
www.bonhams.com/us

June 22-24
Cowboy Antiques and Western Collectibles

Brian Lebel’s Cody Old West
Show & Auction

codyoldwest.com
June 26-27
Antique and Collectible Arms & Armor
Greg Martin Auctions
www.gmartin-auctions.com

TRUE
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WORD PAINTER

Charles Russell wrote the letter at left on July 22,
1910, when Glacier Park and much of western Montana
was on fire, with already 80 lives lost. In this letter,
Russell states that “it rained here last night and I hope it
will keep it up and it puts out those fires.” Despite the
fires, he still hoped his friend Bob Benn and his wife
would join Nancy and he at Bull Head Lodge in the
summer. Unfortunately, the fires raged through August
and the Benns stayed at home in Kalispell. Five years
later, Bob was murdered during a robbery at his saloon
in the Hotel Montana; $69,000.

An earlier letter written to Bob Benn (below), dated
August 15, 1908, features a sketch of Charlie making a
boat trip from Apgar to the dock at Bull Head Lodge, with
a cargo of chickens the Benns had given him. This letter
also encourages the Benns to come and visit. The Benns
did visit that year, as did 22 other guests, according to the
screen registers at Bull Head; $70,000.

Collectors interested in Russell’s letters should not be
without Charles M. Russell, Word Painter: Letters 1887-1926,
edited by Brian W. Dippie and published by the Amon Carter

Museum.
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BY TIM LASIUTA

Shattered Dreams and Broken Trails

A roundtable discussion behind a story of Chinese slavery that still exists in the States.

Broken Trail shares the story of five Chinese girls who are rescued from prostitution.
(From left) Valerie Tian, Jadyn Wong, Gwendoline Yeo and Olivia Cheng (not shown is Caroline Chan).

The American West at the close of
the 19th century was a land of
contradiction.

Progress-minded business men, pioneers
intent on building a home, railroad
magnates with dreams of empires and
those who gradually saw their freedoms
disappear through greed and lawlessness.

Such was the fate of the young Chinese
women sold as servants by mainland
Chinese families and sent to serve as
prostitutes in the towns and camps of the
American Midwest. Theirs was a fate worse
than death.

Writer Alan Geoffrion, Producers
Stanley M. Brooks, Rob Carliner and
Robert Duvall, and Director Walter Hill

— ALL PHOTOS BY CHRIS LARGE / AMC
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED —

(Wild Bill) have woven a magnificent
tapestry filmed in the rolling hills near
Calgary, Alberta, in Canada. Duvall
headlines a cast that includes Thomas
Haden Church, Valerie Tian, Chris Mulkey,
Scott Cooper, Jadyn Wong, Olivia Cheng,
Gwendoline Yeo and Caroline Chan.
Broken Trail, a miniseries which airs
on June 25 and 26 at 8:00 p.m. on AMC,
follows veteran cowboy Print Ritter
(Duvall) and his nephew Tom Harte
(Church) as they undertake a dangerous
1,000-mile journey from Eastern Oregon
to Sheridan, Wyoming, in 1897. Along the
way, they encounter a corrupt slave
trafficker taking five Chinese girls to a
mining camp to be the camp prostitutes.
Rescuing the young women, the men
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put themselves and their livestock at
risk during their escape. Faced with
dangerous circumstances, Ritter, Harte
and the women discover their strength as
they overcome cultural barriers.

What’s the message behind Broken
Trail? True West conducted a roundtable
discussion with actors Robert Duvall and
Olivia Cheng and writer Alan Geoffrion to
find out.

I T T




TW: Lets start off with how Broken
Trail came to be.

AG: We are both friends and neighbors.
We are lucky that way.

RD: For a long time now.

AG: Well, Bobby’s got a place down in
Argentina, a ranch. He was getting ready to
go down for Christmas holidays, the year
before last, and we were getting together
for lunch. I told him about a story that had
been told by me by an old rancher.

I don’t know if you're familiar with the
Haythorn Land and Cattle Company in
Ogallala, Nebraska. It's a pretty big outfit.
The head of it, at that time, was Waldo
Haythorn. His son Greg runs it now. Waldo
told me about his grandfather taking a herd
of horses from Eastern Oregon back to the
Rosebud Reservation for a government
contract. We were just talking, not shop. At
some point, he said, you should write that
down. That’s a pretty good idea. So, the next
morning, I got a call at 8:30, and he asked me
how much I'd written. So, I thought I'd
better get started. In about five or six weeks,
I had the basic framework laid out.

Another thing that I'd been fascinated
with and wanted to intertwine the two.
There was a lady in San Francisco in the late
1800s, early 1900s, named Donaldina
Cameron [see June 2004, Women of the
West]. She ran a rescue mission in San
Francisco for young Chinese girls to try and
save them from being sold into prostitution.
A lot of these girls ended up in cow camps
and mining towns around the West. Because
they were so cheap to bring over and the
control [over their lives] was so complete,
they had a brief, violent life in North
America. Their average life in the country
was five years before they succumbed to
either suicide, violence or disease.

So I started working on the idea; I had
the thing laid out. From then on, I'd call up
[Duvall] or we’d get together for lunch. The
first version was set up for a movie in about
six months as screenplay.

RD: From a story viewpoint, the thing
that came first was the journey on the trail,
then the women and their plight came after
that. Geoffrion did a lot of research on the
plight of these women and made it as factual

as possible. It makes a very compelling story
that needs two nights to tell it.

TW: How much input did you have in the
film Mr. Duvall?

RD: [Alan] and I conferred on this script
from its genesis. As Alan said, it started at a
lunch and over time, we both shaped it.

TW: Did anyone else help with the
script?

AG: T had great people like Horton
Foote, the great screenplay writer (To Kill
A Mockingbird, Tender Mercies) to vet [the
script] and give me some good advice. The
other thing, I had a lot of cowboys read it—
guys earning their paycheck up on a saddle.

TW: Is it a true story?

AG: People have asked me if this is a true
story. This is a collection of true stories. I did
not have to use my creative imagination for
the original script. Everything that happened
in that draft was either from a private diary,
correspondence and letters. Real events.
Real people. We wanted to get closer to the
truth and show the Western experience
through the eyes of different people.

Thomas Haden Church plays Tom Harte, the
nephew of Robert Duvall’s character Print
Ritter. Fresh off comedic films such as
Spanglish, Sideways and George of the Jungle,
Church revisits a Western role again after
portraying Billy Clanton in Tombstone.

TW: Olivia, as a young Asian actress,
how did the role of Yee Fung change your
perception of Chinese history in the U.S.?

OC: T was not aware of the forced
slavery before I got the role, and even a
little embarrassed when I found out. It
forced me to research the story. I had not
known that even in the early 1800s, young
Chinese girls were brought over to America
and forced into prostitution in brothels and
mining camps across the Midwest. It is an
issue that still exists today, and after my
research, it blew me away. Thousands of
girls, possibly hundreds of thousands, were
brought over here after being sold by their
families without their say. Many took their
own lives, died in “hospitals” (out of sight
or out of mind) or were killed by the
brutality of the camps. It was shocking . . .
young Asians are not educated about this.
During filming, I realized that if [ was born
in a different time and different place, it
could have been me.

TW: With the role of the Chinese girls so
central to the film, how did you go about
characterizing the women?

OC: When I first heard about the project,
I was wary. Here we go, another Hollywood
project where the Asian characters are
reduced to one dimensional human beings
and not given the chance to show that they
are damaged people. I did not want to be a
living prop. When I realized that we were
essential to the story and we could be
normal “little” girls, I wanted to play Yee
Fung with dignity. I wanted her to be a
human being. The tone of the movie let me
know I could do that.

AG: There was an incredible amount of
people who took part in the Western
experience. The classic Western has zeroed
in on the tall, silent, Anglo cowboy who
could do no wrong. The real backbone of
the story of the West are the women, and
[the story of these Chinese women] had not
been told before. We wanted to do that.

TW: Cast-wise, Broken Trail is rich.
Duvall, Thomas Haden Church, Gwendoline
Yeo, Valerie Tian, Scott Cooper and you,
Olivia Cheng, add so much to the finished
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DONALDINA CAMERON

Donaldina Cameron (1869-1968), a San

Francisco missionary, was instrumental in
intervening in the “Yellow Slave Trade” that took
young Asian women from their homes and sent
them to the various mining and construction
camps across America. Through her efforts,
thousands of disenfranchised Asians reclaimed
their lives. Today, the Donaldina Cameron
House continues her mission and reaches out to

the Asian community.

415-781-0401 /
www.cameronhouse.org

product. How difficult was casting for
Broken Trail?

OC: As for Thomas Church, Tom is so
known for his comedic roles. George of the
Jungle. Sideways. A lot of people will
realize there is more to him than the roles
he portrays so well because he is such a
good actor. When I met him on set, I
expected him to be the life of the party, but
he wasn't. He is a serious, articulate,
intelligent guy.

Chinatown’s Angel: Donaldina Cameron.

— CourtESY CAMERON HOUSE —

[His character] Tom Harte is a cowboy
with issues. Really hard up. First time we
meet him, he’s castrating cattle, not climbing
the cowboy corporate ladder. This cattle
drive for him represents a second chance at
a better life ... as the story unfolds, you
learn what shapes him into the cowboy he is.
He is the last person you would expect to
show compassion to the girls. He takes them
not very
affectionate. Duvall is the more affectionate

under his wings but [is]

SPEND A DAY IN THE PAST AT
WICHITA’S OLD COWTOWN MUSEUM

Our living history museum is one of a kind,
and one of the oldest outdoor museums in
the country. Immerse yourself in the history
and life at an 1870s cow town and railhead.
A town, farm, working craftsmen,
performances, plus food, shopping and

fun await. Open April through October.

u@\

—~) M l!r % EuMU
Wichita, Kansas USA

c;\

1865 Museum Boulevard * Wichita, Kansas 67203
WWW.OLDCOWTOWN.ORG

SADDLE UP
UPCOMING EVENTS

April 1&2
April 8 &9

Opening Weekend

Spring Roundup
Celebrating the Horse

April 22&23  Biscuits, Beans
& Barbecue
May 13&14  Women of the
West Fest - FREE
May 27&28  Multicultural
Festival - FREE
June 17&18 Law and Order:

Frontier Justice

FULL SEASON SCHEDULE AT:
316 660 1864
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one. Kind of like the father. Tom Harte is not
warm and bubbly. Underneath all the
bitterness, he is a good man.

AG: The girls were a different matter.

RD: Olivia came from Edmonton. I was
the one who found her on the tape out of
about 135 actors across Canada, which I
saw in one afternoon, and she stood out in
a good way. And [ figured, why not let
Edmonton be represented, since we had
good actors from other parts of Canada. My
own sense of a quota system.

OC: As an actress, it was like winning
the lottery. To get to watch one of the
Living Legends is an amazing experience—
a lightning
perspective on acting. Robert Duvall brings

strike. It changed my
something different to every take. He
doesn’t have a set reaction. He reacts, not
acts. He plays off what the other actor
brings. He taught all of us that acting is
about being on camera and letting it




capture what you are doing. Gwendoline
Yeo was the most experienced. Jadyn
Wong, Valerie Tian, Caroline Chan and I
were very green.

TW: Isn't that mixture of experience and
inexperience what Alan wanted to capture
in the film?

OC: Yeah. Alan told us that was one
thing he couldn’t put into the script, was
our natural connectiveness and chemistry.
We bonded as a unit and became one. It
was what they wanted. We became close to
each other. When we were scared, we put
our arms around each other. That’s what I
remember. We all brought something
different to the film.

AG: The girls were always going to be
the secret weapon. When they come up on
screen, you go WOW. I wanted to make sure
they weren't relegated to some stereo-
typical background characters. They

Robert Duvall’s third jewel in the
Western crown: Lonesome Dove, Open
Range and now Broken Trail.

seemed to like it. I told them, “I'm not a
woman, nor am I Chinese. I try to keep the
emotions in a gender neutral place. If you
find something that is not quite right, come
talk to me.” And they did.

OC: Alan told us “I am an old white guy,
if you have a problem with a scene, let me
know.” He appreciated our input. He doesn’t
know our Chinese culture or even the
female mind. One example of the

collaborative effort is when Print Ritter, the
Duvall character, is trying to make first
contact with the girls so they know he is a
friend. Duvall can’t understand them, so he
numbers them off. One, Two, Three, Four.
As the girls talk, they realize what he is
doing. “He’s numbering us. You're number
one, two, three, four.” I told Alan that
phonetically, the word four sounds like
death. Fh instead of Th makes a difference.

GBS DUD
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We added a little scene to explain that. “I
don’t want number four. I don't want to die,”
we had the girl say. The Asian audiences will
understand; our superstition is very strong.

TW: The production crew for the film is
very talented. Director Walter Hill, Robert
Duvall and yourself.

AG: The Canadian crew was fantastic.
They did a great job. I worked up there in
2002 on Open Range, and it was the same
experience. For that one, we had double
the budget for a two-hour [film] as opposed
to half the budget for a four-hour
[miniseries]. Great people. Ken Rempel,
the production designer, would wave his
magic wand and something would happen.
I was amazed at how many of the crew, the
grips, the cameramen, the guy who drove
the honey wagon would come up to me and
say “I read the script.” They took a real
interest in it. The great Alberta scenery is
second to none. The Bews family [ranch
hands in the miniseries] is just amazing to
work with.

0C: Walter Hill was very much a “roll the
camera” type director. I can count on my
hand the number of times he stepped in and
asked us to change something.

AG: With Walter at the helm, he wanted
more action. We had thought of it as more
of a character-driven film. We understood
and put some action into it, beefed up the
villains a little, and both Bobby and I were
very clear that we did not want to have
this like all the other Westerns.

TW: Was the film originally slated to air
on AMC?

RD: It was a go project at CBS, but we
turned them down because of certain
things we asked for. Shortly thereafter,
AMC came aboard. We had written the film
as a feature length, but they wanted to do a
two-night miniseries.

AG: AMC wanted to do a two-night
miniseries, so it doubled the length of
shooting time and scripting time, but we
felt like we had a lot there. Westerns tend
to run a little longer than action films like
The French Connection; it's just a
different cadence. And there was no
shortage of subplots.

TW: With the film coming up for
broadcast, has the work stopped?

AG: That’s ironic you would ask that.
I still get e-mails asking for input, and
this morning, I received one. Theyre
still putting the finishing touches on
[the film]. Right now, I'm working on the
novel, which will be published by
Fulcrum Press of Colorado, and after
that, Bobby and I have a couple other
potential projects.

RD: We're still editing the film. In terms of
handling the roles of actor and executive
producer—as an actor, it was fine, but the
other juggling process was a nightmare.

TW: What's next?

AG: The novel.

RD: After broadcast, some rest and a
badly needed vacation in Argentina.

TW: Any final thoughts on the film?

OC: For a first major role, it is an
amazing film to be in.

AG: Bobby had said he really wanted
this to be the third jewel in the crown for
him, Lonesome Dove, Open Range and now
Broken Trail.

RD: It was not an easy experience by any
stretch of the imagination, but it was very
worthwhile and fulfilling for me. I feel when
this movie airs, it will be very good timing
for the United States of America.

A

o

Tim Lasiuta is a Canadian-based writer with varied
interests. Visit www LoneRangerCartoonist.com to find out
more about his latest book.
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Calamity Jane (left) is
the focus of a new
documentary by Greg
Monro of Paris, France,
who will be interviewing
historians and Calamity
Jane’s “granddaughter,”

whose mother Jean McCormick claimed
to be the daughter of Jane and Wild Bill
Hickok. The documentary will begin
shooting in May in Colorado (Boulder and
Fort Collins), Wyoming (Cheyenne,
Laramie and Cody), Montana
(Livingston), South Dakota (Deadwood)
and Idaho (Boise).

The GCoen Brothers head for New
Mexico and Texas this May to begin
shooting the film adaptation of GOrmac
McCarthy’s No Country for Old Men. The
Paramount/Miramax film is set in West
Texas in 1980 and involves a Vietnam Vet

in a drug deal gone bad.
The story is described
as “set along a bloody
frontier in our own
time.” If you're looking
for a period drama,
though, Paramount and
Miramax have also joined forces for
There Will Be Blood, about a turn-of-the-
20th-century oil prospector (Daniel Day
Lewis, above) in Southern California. This
story is based on the 1927
Upton Sinclair novel, Oil.
Paul Thomas Anderson
(Punch-Drunk Love) is
set to direct; shooting is
also expected to begin
this May in New Mexico
and Texas.

Collector DVDs for

The Searchers (left),

Stagecoach and John

Ford (the director of both films) will debut

from Warner Home Video on June 6. The

John Ford set will include Cheyenne

Autumn, The Lost Patrol, Mary of

Scotland, Sergeant Rutledge and The

Informer, for which Ford won an Oscar

for Best Director in 1935. Ford never won

as best director for his Westerns, though
he was nominated for The Searchers.



BY JANA BOMMERSBACH

Female journalists were a novelty
in the late 1800s.

The noisy, smoky newsroom was hardly
the place for a gentle sex whose “sphere”
was the home and who had decades to go
before getting the right to vote. Then came
Nellie Bly and boy, did things change!

The name rings a bell with many but only
in a vague way. Nellie made her name as an
undercover reporter—“stunt reporting,”
they called it. Her most famous moment
came in 1889-90, when the 25 year old
traveled around the world in 72 days,
beating the fictional account of Jules
Verne’s hero, Phileas Fogg, in the book that
then was a worldwide best seller: Around
the World in 80 Days. The book had been
published in 1872, two years after George
Francis Train set the 80-day record when he
circumnavigated the globe. (He also beat
Nellie’s record a few months after her trip
when he made it in 67 days.)

But her stunt reporting is not why Nellie—
born Elizabeth Cochrane on May 5, 1864—is
celebrated as a woman of the West. She
comes by that because of one of the most
forgotten parts of her resume: In 1885, Nellie
spent six months traveling throughout Old
Mexico to tell her readers what America’s
neighbor was like. Her report wasn't just the
usual travelogue of sights and sounds; it was
also a biting indictment of the poverty she
found and the corruption apparent in the
presidency of Porfirio Diaz. The resulting
articles so infuriated Mexico City that Nellie
was banned from the country.

Her editors tried hard to talk her out of
the trip, but she was determined to go and
do “something that no other girl had ever
done,” reports her biographer, Brooke
Kroeger, in her excellent 1994 book, Nellie
Bly: Daredevil, Reporter, Feminist.

When you look back at her life, it's
obvious Nellie did lots of things girls had
never done before. Even though some in
journalism  have downplayed her
contribution to the field—dismissing her as
a gimmick—that’s not the way she’s seen by
the National Women’s Hall of Fame in
Seneca Falls, New York. It calls her a “trail-
blazing journalist considered to be the ‘best

WOMEN OF THE WEST

Phileas Fogq, Eat My Dust!

The famous circumnavigator Nellie Bly has ties to Old Mexico.

reporter in America’ who pioneered
investigative journalism.”

An Outraged Teenager

Elizabeth Cochrane could hardly believe
the narrow-minded tripe in Pennsylvania’s
Pittsburg Dispatch column, declaring
“What girls are good for” was only
housework and caring for children. She was
18 years old and had been helping support
her family since her rich father had died
without a will, thereby denying his home
and possessions to his wife and 15 children.

Elizabeth was well aware how hard
“working girls” like herself had it, and she
wrote an impassioned letter to the editor.
He was so impressed, he hired her. For her
“pen name,” the editor chose a song made
popular by Pittsburgh’s own Stephen
Foster (although he changed the spelling
of Foster’s Nelly Bly).

Among her first assignments, Nellie
explored the plight of Pittsburgh’s poor
working girls, shared the need to reform
divorce laws (her mother had a disastrous
second marriage that ended in divorce) and
investigated child labor (there were yet no
child labor laws in America). Her reporting
was “full of fire,” the U.S. National Archives
notes. But the editor pulled back when
advertisers complained about her exposes,
and Nellie was put to work in the “normal
sphere” of female reporters, covering
cultural and social events.

Nellie would say she was “too impatient
to work along at the usual duties assigned
women on newspapers,” and decided to
make a new mark. “By distinguishing
herself at foreign reporting, she reasoned,
she could explode the ossified mind-set of
editors who had relegated her for no good
reason to work she considered dull,
meaningless, and without the potential for
promotion,” Kroeger notes.

The World’s Worst Monarchy

Nellie set off with a rail pass for six
months in Mexico, accompanied by her
mother as chaperone.

Her stories were blunt and honest—she
told it as she saw it, even as she saved her
harshest criticism for the government until
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Nellie Bly: The journalist who beat out the
fictional character in Jules Verne’s Around the
World in 80 Days. Five years earlier, though,
she had written sensational reports, revealing
corruption and poverty in Old Mexico.

— ALL IMAGES COURTESY LIBRARY OF CONGRESS —

she’d returned to the states, knowing if she
revealed her contempt of the country’s
policies while still traveling, she would be
arrested or expelled. The prospect of jail
clearly terrified her: “A Mexican jail is the
least desirable abode on the face of the
earth, so some care was exercised in the
selection of topics while we were inside
their gates.”

“Bly sought to write about subjects that
would cut against the prevailing stereotypes
of the country and its people,” Kroeger
notes. “For example, she advised the women
of Pittsburgh ...
servants because they would find them clean

to hire Mexicans as

(except in the preparation of food, which
could be taught), industrious, honest, and
uncommonly hardworking, if a bit slow.”
Nellie wrote about expatriates and
Mexico’s ruling class; she applauded a
proposal by the governor of Chiapas to end
illiteracy of Indian children throughout
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Mexico. She wrote about Mexican customs
and protested the incarceration of a
Mexican journalist who had criticized the
government.

When copies of her articles made their
way back to Mexico City, officials were less
than happy, and Bly cut short her visit
because she feared being arrested. Once
home, she unleashed her harshest
criticism. She described the Mexican press
as “tools of the organized ring” and decried
the government as “the worst monarchy in
existence.” By the time she was done,
government officials made it clear they
never wanted Nellie Bly within their
borders again.

Joseph Pulitzer hired her in 1887 for his
New York World, where she reprieved and
honed her early approach to investigative
journalism. She spent 10 days in the insane
asylum on Blackwell’s Island (present-day
Roosevelt Island), discovering patients who
were fed vermin-infested food and were
physically abused, and some sane patients
who had been institutionalized by malicious
families. Her stories led to much-needed

The itinerary for Nellie Bly’s trip around the world included
New Jersey’s Hoboken Pier to London, England; Amiens, France;

reforms at the asylum. She also posed as a
criminal and lived inside a woman'’s prison,
again revealing deplorable conditions that
were cleaned up after her expose.

She used this undercover approach
again and again, and was quickly copied by
competing newspapers that sent out their
own female reporters. None of the others
ever matched her popularity, nor her style.
Nellie’s career would span 36 years and
included some 600 first-person stories.

Nellie Bly was a name known
throughout America. “Bly’s ‘push-and-get-
there’ style helped to change the way
reporters did their jobs. Bly also was a
shining example of why women deserved
the same opportunities as men,” reports
Sean McCollum in a Scholastic article,
“Daredevil Reporter.”

An “American Experience” PBS program
on Nellie (see sidebar) noted “the young
reporter always sided with the poor and
disenfranchised.” Her fame also opened
doors, and the “get” interviews of the day
were gotten by Nellie Bly: Boxer John L.
Sullivan, suffragist Susan B. Anthony,
anarchist Emma Goldman.

These days, she is mostly
remembered for a stunt that
gave her worldwide attention.

In 1889, she set out to beat
the “80 days around the
world” of Jules Verne’s
famous novel, which then
was in its fourth printing.
Joseph Pulitzer thought up
the stunt as a circulation
booster and intended to send
a man. Nellie threatened to
offer her services to another
paper—promising to beat
Pulitzer's man—if he didn’t
send her. He did, and she left
on November 14, 1889,
carrying a single satchel and
wearing her one traveling
outfit and a checkered coat.

Nellie beat the record,
returning to New York in 72
days, 6 hours, 11 minutes

Brindisi, Italy; Port Said, Egypt; Aden, Yemen; Hong Kong,

China; Yokohama, Japan; San Francisco, California; Chicago,

Illinois; and home.
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and 14 seconds. The trip,
chronicled daily on the front




Nellie Bly on DVD

G

The 1997 PBS special, Nellie Bly:
Around the World in 72 Days, was
filmed at the Stuhr Museum of the
Prairie Pioneer in Grand Island,
Nebraska. This April, the hour-long
documentary was released on DVD
(available at ShopPBS.org). Narrator

David McCullough interviews
biographers and historians about

the woman whose race
around the world beat
the record set by
Jules Verne’s fictional
character Phileas Fogg.

page of The New York World, did
wonders for circulation.

Parades were held in Nellie’s honor,
but back in the newsroom, things had
turned sour. While she’d obviously
expected a generous bonus for the new
riches her stunt had brought the paper
(and mindful that her salary wasn’t
generous in the first place), she was
horribly disappointed that she got not a
cent. She quit and left journalism for a
few years but eventually returned.

In 1895, she married Robert Seaman, a
millionaire many years her senior, who
owned a steel barrel company. He died in
1904, and she took over his company,
putting her money where her pen had
been, providing health care and libraries
for her workers.

She was in Europe at the outbreak of
WWI and became the first female
reporter on the front lines, while reporting
for the New York Evening Journal.

Elizabeth “Nellie Bly” Cochran Seaman
died of pneumonia on January 27, 1922.
Her obituary in The New York World
stated, “Nellie Bly was THE BEST
REPORTER IN AMERICA and that is
saying a great deal.”

The last word, fittingly, should belong
to Nellie Bly. Here is her formula for
success: “Determine Right. Decide Fast.
Apply Energy. Act with Conviction. Fight
to the Finish. Accept the Consequences.
Move On.”
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BY BILL MARKLEY

Chinese man enters a barn

followed by Doc Cochran and

Johnny Burns, a thug working
for the infamous saloon owner, Al
Swearengen. The Chinese man carries a
body slung over his shoulder. As he
reaches a hog pen, he tosses the body over
the fence and into the mud. Ravenous hogs
rush to the body and begin to tear it apart.
“That’'s Mr. Wu,” says David Milch, the
Executive Producer of HBO’s hit series
Deadwood, during his commentary on
Episode 1, “I love this guy.”

Deadwood is a gritty, captivating show.
The series portrays its Chinese characters
as mysterious, hardworking, lower class
people. But were the Chinese of the real
Deadwood like those depicted on TV?

I traveled to Deadwood in the Black Hills
of South Dakota to find out who these
Chinese of Deadwood really were. Jerry
Bryant, research curator and resident
archaeologist at Deadwood’s Adams
Museum, invited me to his office. I
explained my mission and then asked,
“Jerry, what are the similarities between the
Chinese of the historic Deadwood and the
HBO series?”

“None,” he shot back. “For instance, the
TV show has Chinatown off to the side of
Main Street when in reality, Chinatown, or
as the residents of Deadwood called it, the
Badlands, was actually a part of Main
Street. Deadwood is a long skinny town at
the bottom of a gulch with hardly any room
for side streets. As you enter Deadwood
Gulch from the north you pass through
Elizabethtown, then the Badlands, then
into Deadwood.”

“And another thing,” Jerry added. “There
were never any Chinese prostitutes kept in
cages. The good citizens of Deadwood
would never have put up with that.”

For the next hour, Jerry gave me a rapid
lesson on Deadwood, the Chinese, what to
read, where to research and who to contact
on Chinese frontier history.

“Okay, one last thing I've got to ask,” I
said toward the end of my interview. “Did
the Chinese really feed human bodies to the
hogs in Deadwood?”

Deadwood’s Lost Chinatown

The history of Deadwood’s Chinese, and the tragic loss of an important landmark.

“Never happened,” he answered,
with a chuckle.

The first two seasons of HBO'’s
Deadwood portrayed the Chinese
as rough, hardworking, shadowy
underworld characters. But is this
portrayal really true? Milch states on
HBO’s Deadwood website, “I want to
make it clear that I've had my ass
bored off by many things that are
historically accurate.”

So who were Deadwood’s Chinese?
Where did they come from? What
goals did they have? What lives did
they lead? And what happened to
them? Jerry gave me several good leads
to begin my search for the real Chinese
inhabitants of Deadwood that revealed
a story far richer than what viewers can
extract from TV.

The Real Deal

During the mid-1800s, China’s southern
Guangdong province was in turmoil.
Guangdong along with its capital, Canton,
was a hothouse of rebellion against the
Manchu dynasty, which, 200 years earlier,
had invaded China from Manchuria,
conquered the nation and replaced the Ming
dynasty. Famine and the destruction of
crops during periodic rebellion against the
government resulted in the deaths of
millions of people.

The addictive
wrecking thousands of Chinese lives.
British traders smuggled opium into
China. When the Chinese government

opium was also

tried to enforce an embargo on opium
shipments, the British government
attacked, forcing the Chinese to
consent to the trade. In 1847, British banks
cut off funding to businesses in Guangdong
for over a year, throwing 100,000 men out
of work. Desperate husbands, fathers and
sons grasped at the rumors of Gum
Shan—Gold Mountain.

James Marshall found gold at Sutter’s Mill
in California in 1848. A Chinese man living
there wrote to a friend in Canton about the
discovery. Soon everyone in Guangdong was
talking about Gum Shan, where a person
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Gold discovered in the Black Hills drew
Chinese, such as Wong Wai Tse (top) and
Wong Yeo (bottom), to Deadwood.

— ALL IMAGES COURTESY ADAMS MUSEUM IN DEADWOOD,
SoutH DAKOTA —

could pick up gold nuggets off the ground.
The Chinese gold rush was on.

The men’s plan was to find enough gold
in Gum Shan so that the family back home
in Guangdong could live comfortably.



Deadwood’s Lost Chinatown

HBO’S DEADWOOD

The Third Season of Deadwood will premiere
on HBO this June. Some of the new characters
casted for this season include:

e Wyatt Earp (played by Gale Harold of Queer

as Folk fame)

e Jack Langrishe (played by Emmy winner

Brian Cox), a gay and eccentric theatre owner

Some of the casting notices for the third
season posted by Bill Dance Casting also
provide clues on what other characters will
appear during the upcoming season.

¢ “Cowboys and Prospectors—needed for
DEADWOOD. . .. Must be willing to grow
some facial hair.”

e “Male who speaks Welsh or Gaelic
fluently—This will be [the] final breakdown
on this subject. We will consider any male
who speaks Welsh or Gaelic fluently.”

e “Non union cowboys . . . tuff looking guys to
play bank guards.”

¢ “Young thin guys needed to play Civil War
soldiers.”

For more information on Season Three:
www.hbo.com/deadwood

Once the Chinese prospector achieved
this goal, he would return to live in luxury
in China.

But when the Chinese came to the
goldfields, the Chinese miners were so
efficient at mining that their white
neighbors became jealous and began
restricting the mining rights of the Chinese.

Some of these miners shifted gears and
found jobs with the Central Pacific
building the
transcontinental railroad from the west.

Railroad, which was

Central Pacific recognized that the
Chinese worked faster, cheaper and better
than the white workers did. It was their
expertise in explosives and working on
cliffs that made building the railroad less
costly. On May 10, 1869, when the railways
were joined from east and west to create
the transcontinental railroad, the Chinese
were out of a job.

Chinese prospectors and business-
men spread throughout the West.
Wherever there was a new strike, the
Chinese made their way to that mining
district—California, Arizona, Nevada,
Montana, Idaho, Washington and
Colorado. The predominantly white
population developed prejudices
against the Chinese based on their
different language, work ethic, dress
and culture—all causing friction. To
lessen hard feelings against them, the
Chinese began to work old placer
mines that whites believed were
useless. They also opened businesses
that held little conflict with whites,
such as restaurants, laundries and
stores carrying Asian goods. Most
Chinese lived the American dream—
they were independent businessmen.

Paha Sapa Gold
By 1874, prospectors had explored
all of the continental U.S. for mineral
deposits—all that is except one area,
which lay within the Great Sioux
Reservation; Paha Sapa in the Lakota
language, Black Hills in English.
Lieutenant Col. George Armstrong
Custer led an expedition through the
Black Hills in 1874. The expedition’s
geologists reported to Congress the
positive prospects for gold and other
minerals, triggering an illegal gold rush to
the Black Hills.

At first, the government tried to round up
and evict the trespassers but soon gave up
its attempts and embarked on a course to
buy the land from the Lakota people.
Meanwhile, streams of miners poured into
the Black Hills. In the fall of 1875,
prospectors entering Deadwood Gulch in
the northern Black Hills discovered gold
along Whitewood Creek. Miners started to
lay claims; but the real rush for gold did not
start until the spring of 1876.

Chinese prospectors were not far behind
the first discoverers of gold in Deadwood
Gulch. One early arrival was Fee Lee Wong.

Wong and his brother had left Guangdong,
finding jobs as laborers in Gum Shan. In
1870, 24-year-old Fee Lee and his brother
arrived in California.
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With news of gold in the Black Hills, Fee
Lee took a job as a cook with a small party
of white prospectors headed for the Hills.
Along with the usual hardships of the trail,
the party fought off attackers. When the
prospectors reached Deadwood in 1876,
they staked claims and divided them by lot
among the group. One of the members
wanted to exclude Fee Lee, but the others
overruled him and Fee Lee received two
claims. Gold was soon discovered on the
claim next to Fee Lee’s claims. He may have
sold his claims for as much as $75,000, but
there is no record of the property
transaction. Deadwood’s fires destroyed
many of the early records. Fee Lee’s story is
one of the more fortunate ones.

Most Chinese headed to Deadwood via
train to Cheyenne, Wyoming, or Sidney,
Nebraska. From these railheads, they rode
a stagecoach 300 miles to Deadwood or
traveled alone or in small groups. Some
followed the Missouri River from the
Montana and Idaho goldfields to Bismarck
or Fort Pierre, Dakota Territory, and then
crossed the prairie to the Black Hills.

Just as Fee Lee did, some Chinese
acquired placer mining claims. As time
went on, most of the claims were worked
over. The mining turned to hard rock,
requiring lots of capital and manpower.
Most of the Chinese did not have the money
to invest in equipment and people to
perform that intensive type of mining. But
they still bought old placer claims to
rework them and extract more gold.

Opportunists

Another successful way that they made
money was by opening a laundry service.
Think about it—a large population of
young, dirty, hungry miners with excess
cash (or gold dust). These men did not
waste their time cleaning their clothes and
cooking their food; they were in Deadwood
to find gold.

The Chinese laundry operators were
pretty clever. They saved the wash water
from the miners’ clothes and sluiced it,
recovering gold dust—in other words,
mining the miners. Half the recorded
Chinese population in Lawrence County, of
which Deadwood was the county seat,




were involved in the laundry business,
according to the 1880 U.S. Census.

The number of Chinese who owned
restaurants was greater than those owned
by Caucasians. The 1898 Black Hills
Residence and Business Directory listed 11
restaurants in Deadwood, seven of which
were Chinese-owned. The Chinese learned
to cook what American prospectors
wanted to eat—for the most part, steak,
potatoes and other standard fare. Wong
Kee, the owner of the Bodega Café, had a
standing joke with his patrons. “What kind
of pie do you want?” he’d ask. The diner
would name his favorite pie. Wong would
then laugh and say, “We have apple.”

Fee Lee Wong used his profits from his
mining claim to open the Wing Tsue
Emporium on Deadwood’s Main Street.
Wing Tsue is Cantonese for Assembly of
Glories. Fee Lee spoke English well and
was respected by and socialized with the
non-Chinese community.

His advertisement in the 1898 directory
reads: “Wing Tsue, Dealer in Chinese
Groceries and Provisions. Chinaware and
Japanese Goods, Silk Handkerchiefs, Silks
and Dry Goods of all Kinds. Fireworks,
Chinese Curios, Novelties, Etc., Etc. I also
carry a full line of Chinese Medicines,
Chinese shoes and Clothing. Americans as
well as Chinese are invited to call and
Inspect my goods.”

The Chinese were employed in a
wide variety of positions including
house servants, private cooks, barbers,
physicians, lumberjacks, prostitutes
and gamblers. They owned real estate,
including hotels and opium dens. Some
Chinese even became cowboys. A
“Chinese cowboy” was “seen on the
street yesterday. He was rigged out with
leather pantalets, belt, cartridges and
gun,” reported the 1895 Black Hills
Daily Times.

An accurate count of the Chinese
population of Deadwood is hard to
determine. The 1880 census recorded
221 Chinese in Lawrence County, with
110 of them living in Deadwood. But

The winners of the Champion Chinese Hose
Team of the World, who won the big race in
Deadwood on July 4, 1888.

some researchers think this figure is an
underestimation because the Chinese
distrusted the government. The census
takers probably only counted those who
owned property, ran businesses or were
employed by whites. Other facts recorded
by the census reveal 202 Chinese males and
19 females, mainly between the ages of 18
and 45. So there was a large population of
single Chinese men.

These men had even less of a hope of
finding a good spouse when Congress
passed the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882.
The act cut off almost all new immigration
to the U.S. from China. The Chinese
population of Deadwood became stagnant
as the men became older and were unable
to send for their wives or marry within their
race. Fee Lee Wong was one of the lucky
ones. He brought his wife to Deadwood in
1884 before tightened
provisions in the original law.

amendments

White Pigeon Ticket

Cut off from traditional family and
female companionship, the young Chinese
males of Deadwood enjoyed many of
the same pastimes as their white neighbors,
including a good drink, camaraderie—male
and female—and most of all, gambling.

Mark Twain quipped about the Chinese,
“About every third Chinaman runs a
lottery.” The Chinese bet on everything.
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Some of their favorite betting games
included poker, fan-tan and white pigeon
ticket, also known as the Chinese Lottery.
The Chinese Lottery was popular with
whites. They bought tickets, even though
they couldn’t identify the Chinese
characters. Apparently, any bad feelings
some whites may have had toward the
Chinese didn't extend to gambling; they
believed the Chinese would give them the
correct winnings. The Chinese Lottery
eventually evolved into the game of keno.

Legal Opium Dens

The Chinese enjoyed a drink of
rice wine and the standard alcoholic
drinks consumed by many of Deadwood’s
residents. A number of Chinese also used
opium, which was legal to sell and
use in Deadwood during the early years.
Opium den owners bought a license
from the city, the same as saloon owners.
Most Chinese smoked opium for med-
icinal purposes or pleasure. Deadwood’s
non-Chinese residents who ventured into
the opium dens came to experiment with
the drug.

Soon enough, the Black Hills Daily
Times editor sounded an alarm for these
opium dens in a February 11, 1882, issue:
“The attention of city authorities is called
to the opium joints now being conducted
wide open in that portion of the city known




Deadwood’s Lost Chinatown

Spectacular 40 acre High Country Ranches

Don’t just own land. Own spectacular land. fishing and boating. Properties feature main-
First United Realty has put together a land pack- tained roads and access to northern Arizona’s
age that can’t be beat. These lush high country  largest groundwater supply. Land of this quality
properties can be yours at extraordinarily low and at these prices is rare and won’t last long!

prices. Elk Valley Ranch has a select

offering of 40 acre properties seclud- 1 9,800!otal $1,980dwn rom 203 .

le)d detgfp IWIt,hHi one o{lArléopa’s m%St Call today for free photo brochure
eautiful private ranches. Prime cab- and topo map. 1 _ _

insites are set amid spectacular ever- ) P . p-1-800-966-6690

greens, grassy meadows, and wooded First United Realty

ridgetops and all are within minutes Ari?ona’s Largest Provider of Private Land

of northern Arizona’s best hunting, arizonaland.com

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.

o Water rights e Surveyed for maximum views e Maintained roads ¢ No qualifying / Guaranteed financing e Title insured

TRUE 32 WEST

as Chinatown. Where white people, and
black ones too, hit the pipes as often as
they can raise 50 cents. Owing to the fact
that none of the old joints have been
molested for some time, several new
ones have started up, where can be seen
at almost anytime of the day or night,
forms of men and women stretched
out perfectly unconscious of their
surroundings, reveling in the pleasant
dreams that the devilish narcotic brings
to them for a brief one hour. If the evil
cannot be suppressed a restriction can at
least be put upon it that will prevent its
further spread.” Congress finally
outlawed opium use in 1909.

Fun and Games

Fire was always a major concern in
Deadwood. Fee Lee Wong’s store was the
source of a fire in 1885 that damaged other
buildings in Chinatown. The Chinese
organized two fire hose teams. Each team
consisted of 10 men pulling a two-wheeled
cart with fire hoses.

The teams marched in Deadwood’s
July 4, 1888, parade, dressed in traditional
and Western clothing, carrying banners
and flags, and accompanied by a band
playing Chinese music. The mostly white
crowd clapped and cheered as they
passed down Main Street. After the
parade, the two teams held a race for the
“fastest Chinese hose team in the world.”
The contestants lined up on Main Street,
but before “go” could be shouted,
someone tossed an exploding firecracker
and the race was on. Fee Lee’s team was
well out in front; but one of the men
stumbled and fell. Hi Kee’s team won the
race—200 yards in 30 seconds. No one
knew of any other Chinese fire hose
teams, so the citizens of Deadwood
declared Hi Kee’s team the Champion
Chinese Hose Team of the World. No one,
to date, has ever contested the claim.

The Chinese participated in American
holidays like 4th of July and Christmas,
but they went all out for their own
celebrations, the most spectacular
holiday being the Chinese New Year. It's
usually celebrated in February, with the
start of the new moon, and lasts 15 days.




The Chinese prepared weeks in advance
for the New Year. During the celebration,
they closed their shops and took a
vacation from work. They decorated their
houses with banners, paintings and
lanterns. They shot off fireworks and
firecrackers day and night. The Chinese
marched in parades accompanied by their
bands. They paid off all their debts,
invited one and all to visit their homes,
and gave the visitors gifts.

Joss House to Tongs

The Chinese built a Joss House, or
temple, on Deadwood’s Main Street,
where they conducted Buddhist and
other Chinese religious ceremonies.
The Joss House also served as a
meetinghouse.

Some Chinese became Christians
through the efforts of Deadwood’s
Congregational and Baptist Churches. The
members of these churches conducted
night schools for the Chinese to learn how
to speak, read and write English.

Mayor Sol Starr and Dr. Henrich
Wedelstaedt, both prominent Deadwood
citizens and members of the city’s
Masonic Lodge, worked with the Chinese
to establish a “Chinese Masonic Lodge.”
This lodge was never part of
Freemasonry. The Chinese allowed only
Mayor Starr and Dr. Wedelstaedt to
attend their lodge functions. The Chinese
Masonic Lodge was a prominent
organization, and the Deadwood
newspapers often mentioned Chinese
masons. It may actually have been a
Chinese tong.

There were possibly two tongs in
Deadwood. Tongs were important social
societies that provided their members
fellowship, recreation and social
services. Sometimes tongs engaged in
criminal activities. No evidence has
been found to show that Deadwood’s
tongs had a criminal element, but the
hatchet was the weapon of choice for
tong members and it was sometimes
wielded in local attacks.

But the Chinese may have had good
reason to strike out. White mobs were
known to loot and burn Chinese homes. In
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Deadwood’s Lost Chinatown

1878, a short-lived anti-Chinese organization,
the Caucasian League and Miners Union,
emerged in the northermn Black Hills. Its
mission was “to protect the interest of white
miners.” During the league’s short existence,
assailants burned down four Chinese houses
and attempted to blow up another house.
Kuong Wing, one of Deadwood’s Chinese
leaders, printed a general letter in the paper
to assure the white population that the
Chinese wanted to be good neighbors and
not take their jobs. Through this published
assurance and the goodwill efforts of friends
of the Chinese community—Mayor Sol Starr,
Judge Granville Bennett and others—the
Caucasian League faded away.

As time went on, the Chinese and non-
Chinese of Deadwood learned to tolerate,
if not enjoy, each other’s company. Whites
even came to the assistance of their
fellow citizen, Fee Lee, who had traveled
to China for a visit. On his return to the
U.S., the Immigration Office detained Fee
Lee in Port Townsend, Washington. Some
of Deadwood’s citizens learned of Fee
Lee’s plight and
Immigration Office. He was allowed to

contacted the

return home.

But still, Deadwood was a rough town,
and the Chinese were also victims
of murder and crime. At times, Chinese
fought each other. Tong Hay and Ton
Lem Sang attacked Ching Kee Lang
with hatchets. The police arrested them,
and a lucky Ching Kee Lang recovered
from his wounds.

One of the most notorious unsolved
crimes in Deadwood was the brutal
murder of Di Gee, the China Doll. Di Gee
was one of the first Chinese to arrive in
Deadwood in 1876. She was young,
beautiful and rich, and she owned three
well-furnished houses on Main Street.
Outside the Chinese community, no one
knew how the unmarried woman made
her living. Single Chinese women were
almost always either prostitutes or
servants, but there is no evidence that Di
Gee was either of these.

On November 27, 1877, two people
murdered Di Gee. One attacker smashed
her in the face with a hatchet, while the
other stabbed her repeatedly in the back

with a small knife. The coroner stated that
Di Gee must have died from multiple blows
to the head. The authorities determined
that the attackers did not rob her.

Who murdered Di Gee? No one knows.
The Chinese would not cooperate with
Deadwood authorities. One thing is certain;
after the murder, the people who moved
into Di Gee’s house heard a knock on the
door at night. Di Gee’s voice cried out, “Moo
shot ngin,” meaning “Don’t kill.” Then they
heard the sounds of her murder but never
saw anything. The occupants soon moved
out of the house, and no one would live in
it. Neighbors also began hearing Di Gee’s
voice and moved away.

The Chinese community held an elab-
orate funeral for the China Doll and kept
her burial place a secret.

Chinese funerals were usually exciting
extravaganzas. The Chinese struck the
gong at the Joss House to notify everyone
of a death. Everyone dressed in white or
brightly-colored clothing and joined a
procession to take the body to the
cemetery. People carried banners and
lighted tapers called Joss sticks, and tossed
firecrackers and colored pieces of paper. A
Chinese band played cymbals and drums.
Sometimes the Deadwood City Band led
the procession. It was a joyous parade.
Many of Deadwood’s non-Chinese residents
joined the procession, as well; some out of
friendship, others out of curiosity and
others went for food and gifts.

Mount Moriah, Deadwood’s Boot
Hill, is a steep climb from the gulch
below. From on top, the people saw all
of Deadwood. After burying the body in
the Chinese section of the cemetery, the
Chinese would pass out food and gifts to
all who attended. The Chinese left food
at the gravesite for the spirit of the
departed to eat before starting on its
journey to heaven. Children often hid
themselves and waited until everyone left
so they could raid the food left behind for
the spirits.

One popular Deadwood legend states
that a white man asked a Chinese man
when the dead would come out of the
graves to eat the food. “Our dead will come
up to eat our food when your dead come
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up to smell your flowers,” he replied.

Many Chinese had provisions in their
contracts with the companies that brought
them to America, that if they died here, the
contract companies would ship their bones
back to China. After the body had been in
the ground for two or three years, an
undertaker or Chinese worker dug up the
bones, wrapped them in newspaper or
cloth, placed them in zinc-lined boxes and
shipped them back to China. Some people
believe most of the bodies were removed
from Mount Moriah, while others believe
many are still buried there.

The Last Remnant of Chinatown

Since not many Chinese formed
families, thanks to the Chinese Exclusion
Act, the Chinese population slowly
drifted away from Deadwood, either
heading back to China or to other
Western towns. By the mid-20th century,
Deadwood’s Chinese lived on only in the
memory of those whites who had been
children when the Chinese were an
integral part of town life.

Although Fee Lee Wong found success
in the U.S., he was still a traditionalist
and returned to China with his family in

Deadwood’s City Commission filed a
complaint with the South Dakota Gaming
Commission after the Wing Tsue building
(below) was demolished without a permit
last December.




1919 so that his children could learn
their Chinese heritage. Fee Lee died in
China in 1921, but many of his children
yearned for the U.S. and returned. In
2004, Edith Wong, Fee Lee’s great-
granddaughter, organized a family
reunion in Deadwood. Sixty-seven
members of the Wong family arrived in
Deadwood for their first family reunion
and posed for a group photograph in
front of the Wing Tsue building.

If you visit Deadwood today, you will
find little left of the Chinese. During
Deadwood’s annual Days of '76 parade, a
local girl is designated the China Doll and
rides on a parade float. The Adams
Museum displays Chinese photographs
and artifacts for the public to view.
Visitors can also drive up to Mount Moriah
to view the remaining graves in the
Chinese section of the cemetery.

But the last recognizable remnant
of Deadwood’s Chinatown was de-
stroyed just last year. On December 24,
2005, Gene Johner, the owner of Fee
Lee Wong’s Wing Tsue Emporium,
demolished the building, in direct
violation of Deadwood’s historic pres-
ervation ordinances. As of publication,
the complaint filed by the City
Commission was still being investigated.

The only building left in Chinatown is
the Hi Kee store, now called the
Deadwood Gulch Saloon, but Adams
Museum’s Research Curator Jerry Bryant
says it has been refurbished and bears no
resemblance to its original structure. For
all intents and purposes, Deadwood’s
historic Chinatown is gone.

The old saying goes “Art imitates life.”
Well in Deadwood, you can say, “Art
imitates life—life imitates art.” The City
of Deadwood has built a mockup of the
HBO Deadwood set, complete with a
replica of a hog lot named Wu’s Pigs.

But if you listen late at night, you just
might hear the China Doll cry out, “Moo
shot ngin.”

o>
-8

Western Writers of America member, Bill Markley, likes
nothing more than tramping through the history of the
Black Hills; and he thanks those expert guides who led
him on this trip into Deadwood’s Chinatown. Visit
www.billmarkley.com for more info about Bill’s writing.
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BY MARK BOARDMAN

The Art of Disaster

The first painting of the Battle of the Little Bighormn.

The first painting of the disastrous Battle of the Little Bighorn, Custer’s Last Rally,
painted by John Mulvany, earned critical acclaim in the 1880s.

ohn Mulvany was an artist in
search of a masterpiece.
He’d been preparing for it
almost all of his life. Born in Ireland in 1844,
he came to New York City in 1856 and
received some training in drawing and
sketching. He drew for his own pleasure for
the most part, even while fighting for the
Union during the Civil War.

When peace broke out, Mulvany made
his way back to Europe for formal art study
in Diisseldorf, Munich and Antwerp—even
winning an award for his work. In the early
1870s, he returned to the U.S. and went
West. By 1876, he'd gained minor notoriety
as a painter of Western scenes; a piece
showing the trial of a horse thief was
shown at the National Academy of Design.

That was the year, of course, that Col.
George Armstrong Custer and more than
200 of his men were killed by a huge force
of Indians at the Little Bighorn. It gained
international attention—and drew the
artistic interest of John Mulvany.

In 1878, he visited the battle site and
began sketching the area and taking notes.
He later said that he was striving for

— CourTESY DAN FRANCIS —

historical accuracy as much as possible,
considering that no white man had lived to
tell the tale. The figure of Custer, at the
center of the painting, would be very much
on target—his hair short after a recent
haircut, and he was dressed in buckskins
and armed with a revolver and a saber.
Several of his real officers—some based on
photographs—would  surround  him.
Mulvany researched Cheyenne and Sioux
clothing, weapons and horses to make sure
they were depicted correctly. He read their
accounts of the fight.

Three years passed before Mulvany
finished the painting, which he called
Custer’s Last Rally (no, not “Stand”). And
when he showed it in March 1881, it was
recognized as a big work—for one thing, it
measured 20 by 11 feet. But beyond that,
wherever it was shown—Boston, New
York, Louisville and many other cities—the
Last Rally received unqualified praise. It
was the first major painting to depict the
Little Bighorn, and it was one of the first
major artworks done in the West by a
Westerner. It struck a chord with all who
came to see it. The poet Walt Whitman saw

TRUE 36 WEST

it in New York and pronounced, “I could
look on such a work at brief intervals all my
life without tiring.”

Other artworks depicting Custer’s demise
would follow, but none of them achieved the
heights of Mulvany’s painting. And Mulvany
would never reach those heights again.

His later career is sketchy. He may have
made some money selling lithographs of
the painting; he also did some portraits. But
the bottle eventually became more
important than the brush. Mulvany sold the
Last Rally painting to H.J. Heinz (yes, the
ketchup king) around the turn-of-the-20th-
century. By 1906, he hit bottom—and took
a fatal jump into New York’s East River.

Today, John Mulvany is pretty much
forgotten. But his painting, Custer’s Last
Rally, lives on as a classic Western artwork
of one of the most famous events in
American history. A

9
P

Visit www.custerslastrally.com to purchase
lithographs of this painting. The owner,
Dan Francis, is also looking for a good
home for the original painting. Interested
buyers should call him at 314-856-5278.
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BY MATT

Participants in an 1895 cricket match that was played at Eastlake Park in Phoenix, Arizona.

— ALL PHOTOS TRUE WEST ARCHIVES UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED —

you mention the word “sports” in the same breath
with the “Old West,” most people will give you a
blank stare. Yet sports were as much a part of
frontier life as the cowboy riding a fence line—even
more so, since sports were there long before there
was a fence line for the cowboy to ride.

The earliest games in the Westward Expansion were those played
by the American Indian. Most of these are lost to history now, but
one still thrives today—Lacrosse. More than 500 years old, Lacrosse
probably began as a sacred contest. Later, it became a way to
condition warriors for battle and was also used to settle inter-tribal
conflicts. Hundreds of braves played on each side, wielding three-
foot-long sticks with a netted loop at the end. The ball was deerhide
stuffed with deer hair or sometimes wood. The goals ranged from
several hundred yards to more than a mile apart. It was no-holds-
barred, played from sunrise to sunset—sometimes more like a
human demolition derby than a game—and injuries were common-
place. To early French-Canadians, the Indians’ sticks looked like a
bishop’s crozier—la crosse—and that’s what they named the game.

Most of the earlier sports in the Old West were rugged, often
brutal and sometimes bloody. Bull and bear fights were frequent
events in the early to mid-1800s. Parties of men took to the wilder-
ness to capture a Grizzly, truss it and cart it into town, which was no
mean feat in itself. Then they would capture a wild range bull, which
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had long, spiked horns. These two creatures were pitted in a fight to
the death in an adobe corral, or sometimes they fought on the main
street of town, with both ends barricaded. (Some reports claim that
New York Tribune Editor Horace Greeley, while witnessing one of
these matches, was inspired to create the Bull and Bear symbols that
still represent the arena of Wall Street today.) Dogfights and
cockfights were also popular, as was a rough-and-tumble
combination of boxing and wrestling.

The sports and contests that developed later were, happily, less
damaging to the participants. In what might be thought of as the
middle period—the transition between the roughhouse origins and
sports as we know them today—many of the competitions were
derived from skills that were necessary to life during that time.

Foot racing and horse racing encouraged communities, often
widespread regions, to support its champions. Marksmanship
contests were held regularly, with rifle matches at ranges of 200-500
yards. “Big Windy” competitions held sway for decades. In these,
tellers of tall tales would try to outdo each other. Prizes were
awarded, and towns heaped accolades upon their star fibbers.

Where there was mining, logging and river commerce,
competitions involving specialized talents evolved. Rock drilling,
steamboat racing, log rolling and ax throwing always drew crowds.
There were ice skate, roller skate, bicycle and sleigh races, as well
as gymnastics and prize fighting.
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The Boston Bloomer
Girls formed a
baseball nine and
wore bloomers as
their official uniform.
The girls from
Beantown beat out
every male team
across the U.S. until
they lost their first
game, playing
Redfield College in
South Dakota.
Bloomer Girl teams
Jformed in the 1890s
and existed for about
40 years until the last
club split up in 1934.

In 1887, 21-year-old George W. Nellis, Jr., made his transcontinental journey in 72 days
Jfrom Herkimer, New York, to San Francisco, on his 52-inch high Columbia Expert
“ordinary” bicycle. The newspaperman beat the previous record by several weeks.

SPORTS IN THE GOLDEN STATE

Bowling came to the Old

West in the mid-1800s. The

game was particularly popular

among German immigrants,

and it traveled westward with the settlers. One of the strangest alleys

in the history of the sport was built in California in 1866. A giant

Redwood was felled and planed flat on one side; then a clubhouse and

long shed were erected atop it. The bowlers rolled their balls down

the flat, heavily-waxed surface of a majestic Redwood-turned-bowling

alley. By the turn-of-the-20th-century, bowling halls and leagues were
firmly entrenched from the Mississippi to the Pacific.

California also boasted the earliest skiing competition in the Old
West. Norwegian settlers in the Sierra Nevada region introduced the
sport in the 1850s. With an average seasonal snowfall of 408 inches,
communities were isolated from each other and cut off from the rest
of the world for months at a time. An immigrant named Jim
Thompson, the most famous of the early skiers in the region, may
have been the first man to popularize skiing. He built his own skis,
and in the late 1850s, he contracted to carry mail from Calaveras
Grove in California over the Sierra to Carson Valley, Nevada—a run
of 90 miles, with 60-100 Ibs. of mail on his back. Called
“snowshoeing” for the first few years, skiing caught on instantly and
was quickly organized into a competitive sport.

The Sacramento Union of March 28, 1868, reported: “Our great
snowshoe racing tournament, under the direction of the Table Rock
Snowshoe Club, just completed, has been the all-absorbing event of
the past two weeks.” Huge sums of money were bet. Thompson
himself set an early record, skiing 1,600 feet in 21 seconds. He
regularly made jumps of 50 feet or more from smaller precipices,
and once jumped an astounding 180 feet.

TAKE ME 0UT T0 THE BALL GAME

Baseball spread throughout the Old West around the late 1840s,
and it was played regularly in many areas on a sandlot basis for the
next 20 years. Then, in 1869, the Cincinnati Red Stockings—
America’s first professional team—departed westward from St.
Louis on a rail tour. In San Francisco, the Red Stockings played the
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local amateur team, the Eagles. The crowd, according to the San
Francisco Chronicle, was gracious in defeat: “It is easy to see
why they adopted the Red Stocking style of dress, which shows
their calves in all their magnitude and rotundity. Everyone of
them has a large and well turned leg and everyone of them knows
how to use it.”

The Red Stockings played to sell-out crowds throughout the tour.
Enthused by their skill and the thrill of the game, the West went
baseball mad. Over the next decade, cities and towns from the
Missouri to the Pacific formed professional and semi-professional
teams of their own.

EIGHT SECONDS T0 GLORY

Rodeo is the only American sport ever to emerge from an
industry—the cattle trade. Nearly all of its events—broncbusting,
bulldogging, steer roping, fancy riding, trick roping—stem directly
from the skills cowboys needed to work cattle. Cowboys took the
Spanish rodear, loosely translated as “to surround or encircle,” and
changed it to rodeo, to mean a roundup. On days when there was
time to spare, the cowpunchers from two or three outfits would get
together to compete for small purses or personal bets.

Out of these informal contests grew organized competition, as
well as many traveling Wild West shows. One of the most famous of
these was the Miller Brothers’ 101 Wild West Show, which
originated on the family ranch near Ponca City, Oklahoma. The show
featured several men who would win national fame, and two who
would be remembered for generations: Will Rogers and Tom Mix.

As the era of the Wild West shows passed in the 1920s, one of its
legacies, the rodeo, went on to become a major sport. Today, the
Professional Rodeo Association draws millions of spectators to
events each year and awards the cowboy competitors millions of
dollars in prize money.

We've come a long way from the Old West, where a town’s

baseball diamond was often more famed than the O.K. Corral.
/N

Matt Braun has been honored with the Owen Wister Award for Lifetime Achievement by
Western Writers of America.
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UPRISING OF THE CRANKS

Alexander Joy Cartwright, credited with drawing up the rules
for modern-day baseball with Daniel Lucas Adams, left New
York behind for the goldfields in 1849, taking his ball and bat
with him. By the 1860s, baseball had spread throughout the U.S.
and was popularly described as America’s “national pastime.”

The first “bat and ball” sport popular in the U.S., cricket, began
losing ground with audiences, thanks to its association with the
elite. America’s baseball magnate, Albert G. Spalding, seemed to
nail the coffin shut when he mocked cricket in his 1911
bestseller, America’s National Game: “Our British Cricketer,
having finished his day’s labor at noon, may don his negligee
shirt, his white trousers, his gorgeous hosiery and his canvas
shoes, and sally forth to the field of sport, with his sweetheart on
one arm and his cricket bat under the other, knowing that he may
engage in his national pastime without soiling his linen or
neglecting his lady.” Baseball, on the other hand, was seen by the
19th-century citizenry as a fast-paced, masculine sport.

These early baseball fans were known as cranks, according
to the 1889 Dickson Baseball Dictionary. But the baseball
crowd soon modified a term used by followers of boxing, who
were called “the fancy” since they fancied the sport. Baseball
cranks styled themselves as fans, a term still in widespread use
today to describe followers of any sport.

Al Reach, a second baseman for the Philadelphia Athletics, began
publishing his annual baseball guide (below) in 1883 to

compete with Albert G. Spalding’s report

of statistics and essays.
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Little kids everywhere tried to imitate their baseball heroes (below) by play-
ing street games at home, like these children did in Morenci, Arizona (above).
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The Tombstone Tigers (right) in
Tombstone, Arizona, and the
T.S. Clayton Base Ball Club
(far right) in Denver, Colorado,
were two baseball teams that
Jformed in the West during the
late 19th century.

— ToMBSTONE TIGERS PHOTO COURTESY
AR1ZONA HISTORICAL SOCIETY / TUCSON
AHS #17867 —

America’s first professional baseball team,
the Cincinnati Red Stockings (below), were
Jfeatured in Harper’s Weekly in 1869, the year
they went to the West on tour.

The Wyoming State Penitentiary All-Stars played “killer games” through-
out 1911. Much of the team’s success was due to convicted murderer, Joe
Seng (seated, second from left), who was quite skilled at baseball. By May
of the next year, though, Seng was “batting for another team” after he was
hanged from the same gallows where Tom Horn met his fate in 1903.




The University of Wyoming football team in
1896. The “Border War” between Wyoming and
Colorado State is the oldest interstate rivalry
west of the Mississippi River; the two teams
first played against each other in 1899.

Before moving out West and producing more than 3,000 drawings and paintings, Frederic Remington (first row, far right) was a
rusher for Yale’s football team in 1879. He left the art school the next year, when his father died.
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(Clockwise, from top): Mexican Gus Livingston (left) took
on Butch Allen in a 1912 bout held in Yuma, Arizona.

Colorado photojournalist Harry Hale Buckwalter snapped
this shot of a pole vaulter in 1893, three years before the
sport became part of the first modern Olympic games.

Polo players at Fort Brown in Brownsville, Texas, no doubt trying to match the 10-goal
rating achieved for a record 25 years by fellow Texan Cecil Smith.

An improvised five-hole golf course in Russellville, Arizona (notice the horses, all ready to
take the two players to their next shot).

The United States Tennis Association formed in 1881, but people were playing the sport out
West by 1874, as reported by Martha Summerhayes, who watched a match at Arizona’s Fort
Apache. By 1915, miners in Morenci, Arizona, finally got a lighted tennis court.
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RODED EXHIBITS
Early rodeos from the late 19th
century into the early 20th century
are on exhibit at the National
Cowboy & Western Heritage
Museum in Oklahoma City through
July 23. Shown at right are some
examples of these cowboy contests.
The exhibit draws analogies
between rodeo competitions and
extreme sports of today, such as
skateboarding (where else but the
West could inspire a trick called
“Carving a Frontside Boneless?”).

For more information on the exhibit:
405-478-2250 /
www.nationalcowboymuseum.org
Henry Warren (above) competed

for Saddle Bronc Riding at the
Pendleton Roundup in

A brief history of rodeo in New
Mexico and a display of rodeo

Pendleton, Oregon, in 1913.

Sharkey (right), the famous

photographs from the 1930s (see
examples below) are on exhibit at bl bl Encked o
UcCKing ou nockea o,
the Hubbard Museum of the another rodeo cowboy in this
photograph taken in 1913 by
Ralph Doubleday, who Will

American West in Ruidoso Downs,
New MeXiCO, through August 18. Rogers credited for “90 per
cent of the rodeo pictures
ever made” in his

McNaught Syndicate

For more information on the exhibit:
newspaper column.

505-378-4142 /
'hUbbardmuseum'Org — COURTESY NATIONAL CowBOY &
WESTERN HERITAGE MUSEUM —

Rodeo photographs shot in Montana during
the 1930s include Vi Brander, of the Brander Sisters, on

Hell’s Fire (left) and Freddie Huggins on Sun Dog (below).

— CourTESY HUBBARD MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN WEST —



& Genuine Morgan Silver Dollars 1878-1921
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nder the category of weird but

true, the Old West offered
enough episodes to fill a sensation-
mongering newspaper. Make that 100
newspapers.

Some of these tabloid treasures involved
the quest for love and romance, while others
highlighted the grimness of death by
hanging. But all of them paint the West as
one weird place.

The Lunacy of Love

How to find true love? Men and women
ask that question today, just as they did on
the frontier. Sometimes the search for a
squeeze led to events and people bizarre
enough to revisit a century or more later.

Remember Groucho Marx’s wisecrack
about never joining a club that would have
him for a member? Bad guy Black Jack
Ketchum would've understood that. After
feeling the sting of a woman’s rejection, the
hard-drinking outlaw beat himself silly with a
pistol and a lariat, only confirming his former
paramour’s stellar judgment.

Steelin
Indian Ruins?

COOLIDGE, ARIZONA—In the middle
of nowhere, you'll find a crumbling, four-
story mud building built by Hohokam
and Pueblo farmers during the Classic
Period (A.D. 1300-A.D. 1400). But what
will really get your attention is the steel
umbrella towering above the ruins.
Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., designed the
umbrella to shield the building from the
sun. It cost almost $28,000 to build and
was completed in 1932. Directions:
Casa Grande Ruins National Monument
at 1100 Ruins Drive, off Highway 87;
520-723-3172.

SJe air—ang strange—in love and death.

Mix’s
Suitcase of
Death

DEWEY, OKLAHOMA—Silent film
actor Tom Mix starred in more than 300
Westerns. While driving his 1937 Cord
812 phaeton through the Arizona desert in
1940, Mix was whacked in the back of his
head by a suitcase that had flown off his
roadster’s rear shelf. The cause of the crash?
A bridge had washed away on the two-lane
highway, which is now Arizona State Route
79. The Tom Mix Museum exhibits this
“suitcase of death,” as well as a life-
sized replica of Mix’s costar, Tony
the Wonder Horse. Directions:
Tom Mix Museum at 721 N.

Delaware; 918-534-1555.
“Doboy” Taylor’s

At
girl questioned her

own sanity in marrying such a blood-soaked,
Texas warrior. Taylor was a major player
in the Sutton-Taylor feud, but he found

We have to
wonder if Phillip

BY LEO W. BANKS

of such delicate nature as to entirely
prohibit us from describing in these chaste
and virtuous columns.” In language typical
of those Victorian times, the paper reported
that the men “dragged [Gill] from the
downy couch.”
While we understand the appeal of solid
sack time, we also root for true love, and
the stranger the better. The story of Lalu
Nathoy, a Shanghai-born Chinese girl,
certainly qualifies. Legend has it that
her destitute parents sold her, after
which she wound up an indentured
dance hall hostess called Polly—
basically a slave—in Warrens, Idaho, in
the early 1870s. Fortune turned when
her Chinese owner used her to sweeten
the pot in a poker game with saloon
owner Charlie Bemis. Charlie won Polly
and began keeping domestic with her.
/ They married in 1894. At Charlie’s death

in 1922, they'd been together, faithfully,
more than 50 years—thanks to some
lucky cards in a poker game.

Metallic
Insect Zoo

TIMNATH, COLORADO—A few miles
south of Fort Collins, where the military fort
was established in 1864, Bill Swets has a different
army of creatures celebrated at his “Swetsville
Z00.” From the shovel-beaked bird with a bicycle
frame for a body to the three-piece “heavy metal”
band of alligators, more than 150 creatures have
been constructed out of scrap metal, car parts
and farm machinery. Directions: Swetsville
Zoo at 4801 E. Harmony Road, off

Interstate 25; 970-484-9509.

o
L /

time to get hitched. He held his
wedding on horseback on a broad
prairie, in case any Suttons showed
up to arrest him. Honeymoon? The
bride and groom repaired to the
Taylor gang’s hideout for some
semi-public canoodling.

Bobby Gill and his gorgeous lover
Susy Haden, a Creole maiden,
suffered the same indignity, according
to the Dodge City Times of March 24,
1877. Several drunks, planning to retrieve
Gill, rode to Haden’s home and burst in on
the couple as they occupied “positions . ..
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Buclslin I'ranl:
Leglie and the
Stlliouciie Girl.

— ALL ILLUSTRATIONS BY
GARY ZABOLY —
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But the elixir of love sometimes proved
poisonous, as Tombstone, Arizona, resident
Bill Kinsman learned. In 1883, somebody
played a practical joke on ol’ Bill, posting a
notice in the Tombstone Epitaph announcing
Kinsman'’s intention to marry May Woodman.
An astonished Kinsman took out a blurb of
his own, stating that he had no such plans,
and that was that. Out of her mind with
humiliation, May tracked down Kinsman and
shot him dead.

Steve Long, a deputy in Laramie, Wyoming,
crossed his woman and paid the ultimate price,
too. After discovering that Long, her fiancé,

Bigfoot Wallace’s New Head of Hair.

had a parttime job as a

nones thief, she blew the whistle,
God. On 0 and vigilantes promptly
ns ksa\%%()s) stretched his neck from
e i emthe‘ My @ telegraph pole. His
aves durt pinson,  gal-pal’s reaction? She
tewart \’{On 4. he erected a monument
ght ihe ae\’\\:\fe to the memory of
\ted the an the fellow she’d sent
age\N"“VCSO A, to eternity.
1 you Or take the case of
tside, ne Buckskin Frank Leslie.
66“24\0 He was an Army scout
\ce Gav during the Apache wars,
58 frontiersmen, raconteur about

Tombstone and occasional

killer whose serial womanizing,

combined with an unquenchable thirst for

bug juice, led to some truly memorable
nocturnal episodes.

These included the charge that Frank forced
his wife, May Killeen Leslie, to stand against
their bedroom wall while he outlined her with
bullets fired from his .44. Once out of ammo
and suitably, ah, prepared, Frank ordered his
wife into the marital sack. This strange
practice earned May the nickname Silhouette
Girl. Mollie Williams, the girl Frank married a
few years later, suffered an even worse fate. He
shot this “target girl” in the head, killing her.

The legendary soldier and Texas Ranger
William Bigfoot Wallace also had one shot at
love in his lifetime. It didn’t work out, but it
produced a wonderfully strange story.

After falling for a girl in Austin, he got sick
and lost all of his hair. Unwilling to allow his
gal to see him bald as an onion, Wallace fled to

a cave in the mountains to grow his hair

back. He had his own special seeding
technique. Bigfoot killed bears and
rubbed the grease from their
carcasses onto his pool-table
head, then washed it off

with soap and water. “In

time, this treatment
produced a fine, soft

fuzz, or down, on

his bare cranium, so

he looked like a

young buzzard,” wrote

Stanley Vestal in his

1942 biography of

Wallace. “But at last his

hair began to sprout. It

was puny and considerable
scattered at first. But afore
long, it came out thick as a
horse’s tail.” One day a friend
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visited Wallace’s cave with news that his
sweetheart had married another man.
Bigfoot’s temper rose, along with his young
dander, and he made a remark that still
resonates for aggrieved bald men today. “I'm
glad she’s gone,” he barked. “A woman that
can’t wait till a man’s hair grows out, I don’t
want.” Bigfoot spent the rest of his life alone,
happy and hairy.

Stretching Necks and Belief

Hangings gave the frontier West its best
original theater. Nothing could beat a length
of rope tossed over a tree limb or creaking
gallows for drama, humor, great dialogue
and, of course, weirdness.

;4 Dalton Gang’s
W  Death alley

COFFEYVILLE, KANSAS—Citizens of
Coffeyville defended their town, foiling a
bank robbery and killing two Dalton
brothers and two of their henchmen on
October 5, 1892. In Death Alley, outlines
mark the pavement, showing where the
“bad guys” fell (the third gang member,
Dick Broadwell, died while fleeing the city
on horseback), while plagues mark the
resting place of the “good guys” (Marshal
Charles Connelly died here; three others
were killed near Isham’s Hardware Store).
The curators of the Dalton Defenders
Museum can tell you all you need to know
about the citizens who got the best of the
Daltons. Directions: Dalton Defenders
Museum at 113 E. 8th Street in
downtown; 620-251-5944.

The trouble with the normal frontier
hanging is precisely that word—normal. The
bad guy stood before his marble-eyed
executioners, the trapdoor swung open and
hell gathered in another rascal.

It was a glorious event, don’t mis-
understand, a real community festival. But it
lacked style. We much preferred hangings
that followed no script, in which the whole
blasted thing was botched. Call them neck
stretchings with a twist.

Take the case of the notorious Kkiller
Deacon Jim Miller, who met his end in Ada,
Oklahoma, in 1909, when vigilantes lynched
him. Evidently hoping to look dapper for the
buzzards, human or otherwise, Miller asked
to be hanged with his black hat on.



William Fredericks stood on the gallows in
California in July 1895, and unlike others
facing that fate, didn’t prattle on about God or
family. After reading from a paper detailing his
crimes, Fredericks offered to sell the list for
$100. Those in attendance maintained stunned
silence at his incomprehensible hucksterism.
Sure, he’d killed two men—a sheriff in Nevada
and a bank teller in San Francisco—but who
did he think he was, John Wesley Hardin? The
megalomanical murderer lowered his asking
price to $20. When it became evident the
strange auction would end with no sale, the
executioners dropped the trapdoor.

The 1878 hanging of noted gunfighter Bill
Longley didn’t go so well, which is why we
remember it here. First, he sang “Amazing
Grace” in his Lee County, Texas, cell prior to
climbing the death platform. That alone
could generate enough community disgust to
wish for a man’s demise. Then, when he
dropped to the bottom of the scaffolding,
Longley’s knees hit the ground, preventing

y

Deer Antler:
of Whiskey?

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS—Owners Albert and Emile Friedrich once enticed
customers with the promise: “Bring in your deer antlers and you can trade them for a shot of
whiskey or beer.” The Buckhorn Saloon opened in 1881, and today, it is five museums in one, thanks
to so many patrons taking advantage of the Friedrichs’ offer. Texas Bob Reinhardt runs the show
today, with the most notable attractions being “Old Tex,” the longest Texas longhorn at a
little bit over eight feet across, President Teddy Roosevelt’s 62-horn chair and th?

downtown, two blocks from the Alamo; 210-247-4000.

A\ the requisite neck snapping. They
~_ had to do the whole darn thing

over again.
\‘ These mulligans happened
with relative frequency in
the Old West.

Theodore Baker’s two
hangings took place
months apart. The first
occurred when citizens of
Colfax  County,
Mexico, swung him from a
telegraph pole for killing a
farmer. He was cut down

before his heart stopped and
shipped to the New Mexico

Penitentiary, where, on May 6,
1887, experts did the job right.

But Baker left a lasting legacy when
he described the experience of being hanged:
“My senses left me for a moment and then I
awakened to what seemed to be another
world. The sensation was that everything
about me had been multiplied a great many
times. It seemed that my five executioners
had grown in number until there were
thousands. I saw what seemed to be a
multitude of animals of all shapes and sizes.”

We know the identity of those
animals, too—the snaggle-toothed humans
surrounding him.

Then there were the folks who didn’t get a
second drop. The first was bad enough.

Consider Edward Fulsom, who met death
in Fort Smith, Arkansas, in 1881. So skinny
was this murdering horse thief that the drop
failed to snap his neck, after which onlookers
waited an agonizing 63 minutes for his heart
to stop.

The grossly overweight John Thornton,
also hanged at Fort Smith, had the opposite
problem. When he sailed through the
trapdoor, his head nearly came off. It

New

/

N\

p

for a Shot

point stuffed buck. And, of course, you can still swig a drink at the saloon.
_ Directions: Buckhorn Saloon and Museum at 318 E. Houston Streetin -

y
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remained attached to his massive torso only
by a few stubborn tendons.

The last words of the doomed usually ran
along two tracks. Either the fellow folded up
like a cheap suitcase and apologized, always
dull as a derby in our book. Or he savaged his
executioners, which we much prefer.

Jack Gallagher stood before vigilantes in
Montana in 1864 without a shred of remorse.
In his last words, Gallagher barked, “I hope
forked lightning will strike every strangling

. of you.” History doesn’t record the
missing words. Fill in your favorite obscenity.

Funny Farm

BEND, OREGON—A statue of a
Three-legged Bowler, the Tire Totem
Pole and the Dead Man Flower Bed are
just a few of the oddities you'll find at
the four-acre Funny Farm run by artist
and antiques dealer Gene Carsey. Fans
of The Wizard of 0z will love the
cutaway dollhouse, with a TV
continually running the movie, and the
replicas of Dorothy’s house and the
Yellow Brick Road. Romantics will
enjoy the heart-shaped Love Pond, with
a giant Cupid’s arrow sticking inside it.
Directions: Funny Farm at 64990
Deschutes Market Road, off Highway
97; 541-389-6391.

Martin Ubillos seemed delighted to be
meeting his executioner in Yuma, Arizona,
in 1905. As the sheriff slipped on the noose,
Ubillos smiled, prompting the sheriff to ask
what was so funny. Glancing up the hill at
Yuma Territorial Prison, his hellish former
home, Ubillos said, “You have to go back up
there. I don’t.”

The soon-to-be-dead often proclaimed
innocence, explained their crimes or said
goodbye—to mothers, prostitutes, old pals.
Most of these remarks missed oratorical
eloquence by a horseback mile. But a few put
butterflies in your belly.

In Oregon in 1850, five Cayuse Indians,
including Chief Tiloukaikt, were hanged
for the murder of missionaries
Narcissa and Marcus Whitman. The
Indians had surrendered to prevent
retribution against their tribe. Tiloukaikt
explained his actions, saying, “Did not your
missionaries teach us that Christ died to save
his people? So we die to save our people.”



The TYeird Weird West

The Pickled
Pioneer

MENLO, WASHINGTON—In 1855, Dr.
William Keil was preparing to lead his
band of Bethelites from Bethel, Missouri,
toward the Pacific Coast when his 19-
year-old son Willie died from malaria
Having promised Willie he would lead
the wagon train, the doctor kept his vow
by putting his son in a lead-lined coffin
and filling it with 100-proof Golden Rule
whiskey (a brand distilled by the
Bethelites). The coffin was placed on the
lead wagon, and it led the way to eastern
Washington. The gravesite of this
“pickled pioneer” rests along State Route
6. The Bethelites didn’t care for the wet
weather in Washington and moved on to
found the town of Aurora in Oregon.
Directions: Willie’s Grave at Highway 6,
about 1.5 miles west of Menlo.

2

When it comes to final verbal exertions,
don’t forget John Childers. He was an
ordinary  throat-cutter =~ whose  only
memorable utterance occurred after the
noose went around his neck in Fort Smith,
Arkansas, in 1873. Standing beside Childers
on the platform, Marshal John Sarber
promised the outlaw a reprieve if he’d roll on
his criminal pards. But he refused.

“Didn’t you say you were going to hang
me?” asked Childers, defiantly.

“Yes,” Sarber said.

“Then why the hell don’t you do it?”

He did. On his feet or swinging in mid-air,
John Childers was a stand-up guy.

His death scene even acquired a
Biblical air when, as Glenn Shirley
described in his book, Law West of
Fort Smith, a tremendous clap of
thunder shook the earth as the
trapdoor swung open and
lightning burst from the heavens.

A terrified woman shouted, “John
Childers’ soul has gone to hell! I
done heerd the chains a-clankin’!”
Then a hard rain drenched
everyone in the crowd, as if
cleansing them of the sin of curiosity.

But no bad guy went down with more
style than John Langford, who died near
Pond City, Kansas, in 1869. With vigilantes all
around, his fate certain, the defiant Langford

told his executioners to back off, that he'd
hang himself. According to a Leavenworth
newspaper, he pulled off his boots, fastened
the rope around his own neck, climbed a tree
and jumped, depriving his killers of a sublime
pleasure. Prior to this, the vigilantes had
asked Langford if he'd like to make peace
with his Maker, to which he replied that “if
he had a Maker, he was a damned poor
one.” He then told the vigilantes that he’d
“meet them all in hell, but none of them
should gain admission except with hemp
ropes ornamenting their necks.”
Langford is our kind of guy. He helped
make the Old West very weird.

A
>

Tucson-based Leo W. Banks has been writing about the West,
and laughing about its weirdness, for 30 years.

A
t the cOf
Sireefs.
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Limpia Creek Hats

P.O. Box 1204
Fort Davis, Texas 79734

888-878-HATS

www.limpiacreekhats.com

A Magnificent,
Authentic Hand
Carved Stock
Saddle

Complete with
matching Bridle,
Martingale,
Tapaderos, Saddle
Bags, Lariat & Rifle
Scabbard
Plus a Replica Model
1892 Winchester .45
Colt Lever Action Rifle

Drawing to be held when
5,000 tickets are sold!
Need not be present to win!

OPPORTUNITY DRAWING $20.00

Order your tickets today for this beautiful and
unique one-of-a-kind museum quality cowboy
collectible that is valued at more than $12,000.
Even if you don’t own a horse, The Legendary 1880’s
Plains Saddle will look great in your living room,
den, office or business. It is the world’s greatest
conversation piece! Tickets are $20 each or 6 for
$100. The drawing will be held when all 5,000
tickets are sold. YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE PRESENT
TO WIN! The winner will be notified by phone.
You may check our web site for the winner’s name,
after the drawing, www.happytrails.org.

All proceeds benefit the

10755 Apple Valley Road, Apple Valley, CA 92308
(760) 240-3330
Visit our website: www.happytrails.org
All donations are fully tax deductible.
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FANDANGO

fl Soiree at the Sheridan Inn

Sheridan, Wyoming, celebrates its win as the #1 True Western Town.

More than 1,000 people
stood in the snow outside
the historic Sheridan Inn
on January 28 to celebrate
the town being named True
West’s #1 True Western
Town of the Year.

Local entertainers included the 7th
Cavalry Drum and Bugle Corps, Fort
Phil Kearny’s Frontier Regulars,
Native American dancers Joe LaForge
and Shelly White Bear, and the New
Sheridan Cornet Band, which
performed 1880s-era music for the
grand finale. Executive Editor Bob Boze
Bell presented the town with a statuette,
which will be on exhibit at the Wyoming
Information Center museum. Renovation
work continues on the historic Sheridan Inn,
where Buffalo Bill Cody auditioned acts for
his Wild West show. Soon, Sheridan’s citizens
will have something to show for the million
dollars they raised in 2005: the history
museum is expected to open this year.

Joe LaForge (left), longtime president of the
Big Horn City Historical Society, entertains the
crowd with a traditional Crow dance.

— BY ALAN CARROLL / THE SHERIDAN PRESS —
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Gwen Turner releases white doves to create an
atmosphere of hope for more historic preservation
in Sheridan’s future.

— By ALAN CARROLL / THE SHERIDAN PRESS —

Crowds gather in the snow to listen to
the 7th Cavalry Drum and Bugle Corps.

True West’s award is accepted by
(from left) Jim Schellinger,
chairperson of Sheridan Travel and
Tourism, Mayor Dave Kinskey and
Penny L. Becker, executive director
of Sheridan Travel and Tourism.

Fort Phil Kearny’s Frontier Regulars
(above) join in the fun by shooting off
cannonballs from a 12-1b mountain howitzer.

— BY ALAN CARROLL / THE SHERIDAN PRESS —




Small Legacy Still Looms Large

Elizabeth Small, 1916-2006.

Joe Austell Small didn’t do anything,
well, small,

Everything was big. His magazines,
including True West, Frontier Times and
Old West were (and are) giants in the
history field. His friends included some big
names—Johnny Cash, actor Dale
Robertson and author Walter Prescott
Webb all made the pilgrimage to the Small
home in Austin, Texas. Small had
tremendous adventures in the great
outdoors, fishing and horseback riding, and
visiting new places. His personality was as
big as the Lone Star State itself.

But the biggest factor in Joe Small’s life
was the woman he spent nearly 60 years
with—Ada Elizabeth Berry Small.

She was more than his wife or the
mother of their three children. Elizabeth
was a partner in the truest sense of the
word, beginning with their marriage in
1936. She helped him start all of their
magazines, most of which are long gone
and forgotten. For many years, their home
doubled as the offices for the publications.
Joe wrote and edited; Elizabeth handled
the books, edited many stories and did the
typing. He was the idea man who was the
face and voice of True West. She was the
practical businesswoman who was just as
happy working behind the scenes.

Elizabeth was proud of her heritage—
and her family saw a lot of history. Several
ancestors fought in the American
Revolution. Another was Sam Houston'’s
second in command at the Battle of San
Jacinto; he became a vice president of the

We pay our respects to the last link to
the start of our magazine, Elizabeth
Small, who is shown here with Joe, her
husband and the founder of True West.

— COURTESY SMALL FAMILY —

Republic of Texas. Her father built
the first airport in East Texas.
Elizabeth more than understood
her husband’s fascination with the
Old West.

By 1983, Joe Small’s health was
starting to fail. The couple sold their
magazines and moved into a
retirement community. Elizabeth

stayed busy by, among other things,
harvesting and planting blue bonnet seeds
in public places and cemeteries throughout
Texas. Per usual, the enterprise was done
quietly. But the U.S. Army eventually found
out and commissioned her as the “Blue
Bonnet Lady”—and gave her complete
access to some military posts for
beautification projects. It was a duty she
was happy to accept.

Joe Small died in 1994. Elizabeth
continued with her many activities pretty
much until the day her time came,
February 5, 2006. She was 89 years old.
With her passing, the last link to the start of
True West is gone.

If you read the magazine’s masthead, the
last listing states

TRUE WEST FOUNDER
Joe Austell Small (1914-1994)

That’s true as far as it goes. But Joe
would be the first to tell you about his quiet
but influential partner—in business and in
life—the Grand Lady of Western
Publications who played such a big role in
the success of the magazine.

True West is part of her legacy. But she
was even more proud of her children—
Joe Austell Small, Jr., Robert Earl Small,
Jim Edward Small—as well as three
grandchildren and four great-grandsons.
Her oldest son, Robert, preceded her
in death.

Rest in peace, Elizabeth.

i
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Authentic, original songs
from 48 years of western ranching.
If your life or dream is living wit

the land, this CD is for you.

“Her impassioned vocal delivery has
a way of settling nicely into your ear
and musical memory like a saddle
that sits just right.”
—Dennis Freeman, storyteller, singer

“The entire album speaks to the heart of
the rancher and cowboy.”
—Dee Strickland Johnson (Buckshot Dot),
author, singer, historian

CD/lyrics booklet insert $14.98
High Haven Music.

P.O. Box 246 ¢ Sonoita, AZ 85637
www.highhavenmusic.com
or www.cdbaby.com







SPECIAL ADVERTISING DADS AND GRADS

GIFT GUIDE

2000 Dads and Grads

Gift

Guide

WESTERN HOME
ACCESSORIES

Home décor and gift items for
those who love their Western
heritage or those who only
dream of the cowboy lifestyle.
Accessories for the Western
kitchen and speciality foods
from the Pacific Northwest. Gifts for the hunter, fisherman,
sportsman, as well as the cowboy and his lady. If you are
looking for unusual accessories or just that last little detail to
finish off a room, check us out. Secure Online

Ordering,

Accents of the West
www.AccentsoftheWest.com

AUTHENTIC COWBOY BUCKLES

Great gifts for that favorite cowboy or cowgirl. Beal's
Cowboy Buckles offers a unique selection of quality,
historical, authentic cowboy belt buckles, including
collectible buckles by Hesston and other famous
silversmiths. Free Shipping. Secure Online Ordering.

Beal’s Cowboy Buckles
www.bealscowboybuckles.com

WESTERN—SPECIALTY FOOD AND GIFT
COLLECTION

Give the flavor of the

Old West with our

Montana-processed

Buffalo, Elk and Beef

products—individually

or in a variety of gifts

with other specialty

foods. Add Huckleberry Jams, Candies, Smoked Copper
River Salmon and more to our gift boxes or create your
own unique gifts! Nationwide shipping. FREE catalog.

Chalet Market of Montana

@y 900-752-1029
Q 7 www.chaletmarket.com

THE SILVER LINE
EXPRESS TICKET

Step Back in Time in Virginia

City, Nevada, Where History

Comes Alive. Narrated train

and trolley rides, historical

museums, mines and

mansions, authentic saloons,

wild horses, beautiful

churches, vintage cemeteries, great shopping and fun
restaurants. Choose from Several Value Pack Adventures:
$10, $21 & $36. Only 25 minutes from Reno.

Virginia City Convention & Tourism Authority
800-718-SLVR

TRUE

55 WEST




SPECIAL ADVERTISING DADS

AND GRADS GIFT GUIDE

YoUR WESTERN CANDLE MERCANTILE

Santa Fe Sage

and Saddle Up are

two of our more

than 50 popular

and fantastically

fragrant scents.

The Spirit of the

Old West Burns in

Our Hearts and in

Our Candles. Delight in bringing the scents of the West
into your home! A perfect gift for everyone!

Wild West Wicks
281-851-0234
wildwestwicks.com

CoBRA PisTOLS—REVIVAL OF ORIGINAL
REMINGTONS

Cobra pistols are authentic
guns for great prices!
Shown here is a Cobra
Derringer—styled after the
1840s guns made by
Philadelphia gunsmith
Henry Deringer. SRP:
$116-140.

o Lifetime factory direct
warranty

Cobra Enterprises of Utah, Inc.
801-908-8300
cobrapistols.com

ONLINE WESTERN GALLERY

An online gallery featuring top
artists Chris Owen, Tim Cox, Jack
Terry and many more. Gallery
also includes Leather Products
and Photography. Thousands of
images in several art subjects.
Something for everyone. Shown
here is A Cowbqy's Morning by
Chris Owen; Limited Edition
Print: $160; Canvas: $345;
Giclee on Paper: $600.

Dakota Rock’s™ Western Gallery
918-230-2010
www.dakotarocks.com

UIMO SHY) O
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ANNIVERSARY BADGE

Own a piece of Texas history with this

Limited Edition 175th Anniversary

Commemorative Badge by supporting

the capital campaign for the Texas

Rangers History and Education Center.
Only 175 24K gold-plated badges framed with letter of
authenticity are available, plus two tickets to “Silver Stars
& Six Guns” featuring a concert by Tracy Byrd. This
package is available for a $3,000 tax-deductible donation
to the Former Texas Rangers Foundation.

Former Texas Rangers Foundation
888-7060-4055
www.FormerTexasRangers.org

WESTERN ACCENTS WITH A FLAIR

Custom Western
accents for the
ranch, home or
office. Our
handcrafted,
quality items
are built one at
a time. Shown
is The Range
Rider; Special
price for 7rue West readers: $625.

Cattle Creek Gallery
989-588-4246
www.cattlecreekgallery.com e ccreekg@yahoo.com (@2

Not ONLY TENTS

Most people think we

only make tents &

tepees! Just look in

the tent! We

make custom

bags, duffel bags,

tote bags galore, log

carriers, sleeping bag covers & the list goes on. Check with
us for that hard to buy for person on your list!

Sheridan Tent & Awning Co.
800-310-6313

128 N. Brooks St.

Sheridan, WY 82801
www.sheridantent.com

(-lmeal™
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING DADS AND GRADS GIFT GUIDE

THE PASTURES OF
BEYonD BY DAYTON
O. HypE

Dayton Hyde is an authentic
American original whose
colorful tales of cowboys,
Indians and the horses they
rode have the grace of poetry
and the power of myth. Full
of humor, rollicking stories
and love of the land; $25.

Black Hills Wild Horse
Sanctuary
800-252-6652
www.wildmustangs.com

THE GOURMET SPICE OF WESTERN LIFE

Chugwater

Chili is the

prize-winning

recipe of the

Wyoming

State Chili

cook-off! Our

chili seasoning has no MSG! Orders usually ship same or
next business day. Products include: Award-winning chili
blend, dip-dressing mix and red pepper jelly. Gift Sets
available. Call for Free Catalog.

Chugwater Chili
800-972-4454
www.chugwaterchili.com

(-l P

YoU’VE SEEN THE REST
Now WEAR THE BEST

With all the choices on the

market, it's hard to be sure

that you're getting the best

value for your money. For

over a decade, Red Bluff

Buckles has offered

customers a product built

to uncompromising

standards. High quality, dependability, handmade in the
USA, the choice has never been simpler.

Red Bluff Buckles
505-862-7042
(FAX) 505-862-7646 e redbluff@cia-g.com

STEAK KNIVES, BEER MuGs, DOUBLE OLD
FASHION GLASSES, PITCHERS, DECANTERS...

All rounded up with
ropes, brands, stars
& longhorns. More
than 36 pieces to
choose from, and it's
all right here. Free
Brochure.

West Creation
254-386-9945
www.westcreation.com

BE THE ENGINEER OF AN IRON HORSE

You pull out the throttle and

control 100 tons of Steam

Locomotive. This once-in-a-

lifetime opportunity includes

14 miles of operating a

steam locomotive through

two tunnels as you charge

up the hill. If you want

something more modern, saddle up 125 tons of diesel
locomotive. Steam: $590; Diesel: $390; or Both: $890.

Nevada Northern Railway Museum
860-407-8326
www.nnry.com

DADDY’s HANDS

It's nice to have someone to look

up to. Daddy’s Hands, a

Montana Silversmiths Paul

Cameron Smith Signature

Sculpture, successfully portrays

the spirit and true emotion of the

West. The rich-looking bronze is

a work of art with patina color

accents. Available at fine Western stores everywhere.
Daddy’s Hands, 13"L x 6.5"W x 12"T, SRP: $100.

Montana Silversmiths
www.montanasilversmiths.com

TRUE

57 WEST




SPECIAL ADVERTISING DADS AND GRADS GIFT GUIDE

AUTHENTIC Doc HoLLIDAY HAT

Exclusive offer only through Val Kilmer's official website—
an authentic re-creation of the Doc Holliday hat from the
movie 7ombstone. Tom Hirt,

a hatmaker for the movies,

has crafted this Black Beaver

Felt Hat (5x or 10x Quality).

This hat has a bound edge, a

pencil curl brim and is hand

creased in the “Doc Holliday”

style. Val's signature and

“Doc Holliday" is stamped in

gold on the band.

ValKilmer.com
541-910-0359

ValKﬂmer com Hollywood Pictures © 1993

WESTERN CELL PHONE CASES

Our Western cell phone cases are
designed to withstand the
hardest use! The cases are made
with either a belt loop or clip,
and they have a solid flap over
the top with a snap-closure
concho. Cases in plain or exotic
leathers are now available for
the new Razor or Sliver style
phones.

Wyoming Custom Leather
307-587-9622
www.wyomingcustomleather.com

ANTIQUE WEAPONS

Order our free catalog or visit us at our website to inspect
our well-made, authentic bowies, daggers, everyday
knives, tomahawks and axes. Plus, modern knives and
genuine antique

rifles from the

British Empire.

Atlanta Cutlery
Corporation

PO Box 839 TW-12
Conyers, GA 30012
800-883-0300
www.atlantacutlery.com

[-Smeal P

SADDLES AND CHAPS

Flat Creek Saddle Shop,
known for its selection of
great saddles, also makes
custom batwing chaps,
shotgun chaps, chinks,
reproduction chaps, half
chaps and farrier aprons. If
you are in a hurry, we

stock a great selection of
chaps. We can also use your own elkhides or other types
of leather to make your chaps.

Flat Creek Saddle Shop
888-7SADDLE
www.flatcreeksaddle.com

UNCOVER THE HISTORY OF THE WEST...

..with a

White's metal

detector! See

what's in the

ground before

you dig. Our
Turn-on-and-Go metal
detectors start at under $200.
Free Catalog, Book & DVD.

White’s Electronics
800-586-8904
www.whitesdetectors.com

ACK DANIEL'S®
ENNESSEE TRADITIONS

Cool down your drinks with this

great Jack Daniel's® beverage

chiller! Celebrate your favorite

whiskey with Jack Daniel's®

Tennessee Traditions line of

officially licensed Lifestyle

Products. Collection includes bar stools, neon clocks,
billiard accessories and much more! Free catalog available!

Your Friends at Jack Daniel’s remind you to drink responsibly. For sale to Adults of
Legal Drinking Age.

Ace Product Management Group, Inc.

800-294-9007 Ext. 113
www.brandedproducts.com
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PURVEYORS OF THE O0LD WEST

BY MEGHAN SAAR

Each issue we profile some of the finest!

BROKEN BIT & SPUR

In his work on more than 100 films, Bud Cardos has
done it all: stuntman, actor, unit production manager,
line producer and director.

Even though Cardos has a penchant
for movies, he hasn’t strayed far from
his love of the West.

At 17, he was in charge of 135 head of
horses at Bob’s Stables in California.
Years later, riding bareback on bulls
convinced him he wasn’t quite cutting it,
so he decided to become a rodeo clown
instead. During those five years, he met
rodeo cowboy Bill Ward, who was also a
saddlemaker at McPherson Saddle
Works. Ward inspired Cardos to open up

his own saddle shop. “He took me under
Bud Cardos has swapped
the limelight for the
sparks that fly while he’s
welding metal for one of
his Western art pieces.

his wing and taught me a lot,” 78-year-
old Cardos admits. Eventually Cardos
changed his business focus to crafting
Western art pieces, such as picture
frames, lamps and home furnishings, COURTESY BrROKEN BIT & Seun ~
from his home in Reseda, California.

“After many years of being involved with Western culture, horses,
the movies, the art of working with leather just came natural,”
Cardos says. “Most of my works are authentic, one-of-a-kind pieces.
Feathers, skulls, horns; no plastic or moldings.”

And when he says “many years,” Cardos means it. By age five, he
had already begun his acting career at MGM Studios. He went
uncredited for his stunts in 1969's The Wild Bunch, but he got the
credit he deserved when he directed 1992's Legends of the West. Jack
Palance and Floyd “Red Crow” Westerman respectively followed pop
culture portrayals of the O.K. Corral and the Battle of the Little
Bighorn. Brooke Shields even introduced a segment on dance hall

girls. For Cardos, the
project earned him a place
in the National Cowboy Hall
of Fame in Oklahoma City.
His Hollywood connect-
ions certainly don’t hurt his
business. Dick Clark, Miguel
Sandoval and Patricia
Arquette have purchased
Cardos’ products.

818-343-4077
Bud Cardos’ one-of-a-kind pieces range from his boot

lamps to his leather belts.

— COURTESY BROKEN BIT & SPUR —
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WHITE'’S ELECTRONICS

Headphones create a problem in rattlesnake country.

Olive and Ken White, Sr., discovered
that in 1950, when they were using
the Geiger Counters available at the
time to search for uranium, which was
in high demand. So Ken designed a new
counter that wouldn’t interfere with
their search for the ore in the West and
decided to market it to others. In
the company’s eighth year, the U.S.
government announced it would no
longer purchase uranium.

A dealer from Tombstone, Arizona,
though, called in and persuaded Ken to
build him a metal detector, marking the
beginning of White’s Electronics as the
public knows it today.

Still based in Sweet Home, Oregon,  Metal detectors will help

you find all metallic
objects, such as gold,
silver and lead,

but not gemstones,
bone or paper.

with Ken, Jr., at the helm, the company
has expanded its business to include
new models geared for prospecting

and water hunting. A general purpose
— CourTESY WHITE'S
ELECTRONICS —

model is your best bet if you plan
on nugget shooting, beach combing
and hunting for relics; otherwise, you should find a model that
is built for what you will use it for the most. Today’s metal
detectors start for under $200 and are lightweight, with turn-on-
and-go operation. Best of all, they've entered the 21st century
with digital screens that indicate what’s in the ground and then
show how deep to dig. White’s detectors can be found on both
sides of the Atlantic—from authorized dealers nationwide or in
the United Kingdom.

Customers still write in, sharing their stories of finding an 1852
dollar gold coin with their MXT or even finding a brooch in a
tobacco patch using White’s XLT. One customer in Missouri found
an eight-diamond wedding band set from the 1920s, appraised for
more than $3,500, but when he took it home to his wife, she
grabbed it and said “It’s mine.”

Whether you're hunting for
treasure to sell or keep, go with
the maker who enjoys nearly
60 percent of the detector
market in the United States.

800-547-6911 / www.whiteselectronics.com

The DFX model is perfect for finding older, deeper
treasure that most metal detectors pass over.

— CourTESY WHITE’S ELECTRONICS —
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BLEVINS

Stirrup Buckles

Stainless Steel and
Heat-treated Aluminum
Satisfaction Guaranteed

NEW
Leather
Covered

Prevents rubbing horse or
saddle. Easy to change stir-
rup lengths quickly, and
very easy to install. Won't
slip or stick. Available in 2
1/2 “ and 3" widths, they are
very well made and guaran-
teed to satisfy.

$9.25
per pair
plus $1.25 shipping
NEW
IMPROVED
All Metal

Fine quality stainless steel
and heat-treated aluminum,
these are in general use
throughout the  West.
Available in 2" width with
vertical posts and 2 1/2 “
and 3” widths with horizon-
tal posts for standard holes.

$6.85
per pair
plus $1.25 shipping
PLEASE ADD $1.25 Per Pair
Shipping & Handling

Blevins Mfg. Co.
Wheatland, Wyoming 82201

John B. Denton is the pioneer lawyer, preacher,
and Indian fighter for whom Denton County and
the city of Denton are named.

July 28-30, 2006

e Music

e Parades

¢ Exhibits

e Re-enactments

¢ Denton family reunion

e Billie Joe Shaver concert and street dance
¢ Fun for the entire family all weekend long
¢ Free admittance
¢ And much more!

www.dentoncounty.com/dentondays

For more info call Courthouse-on-the-Square Museum 940-349-2850
or Denton CVB 888-381-1818 e www.discoverdenton.com
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Kip CURRY
PiIKkE LANDUSKY

w

Town’s NAMESAKE
Laip Low as THE WILDEST
OF THE
WiLp BuncH
Takes OFF

Harvey Logan, alias “Kid Curry,” stands on
the right in the famous Fort Worth Five
photograph. Also shown is Butch Cassidy
(seated, right) and the Sundance Kid
(seated, left).

— ALL IMAGES TRUE WEST ARCHIVES —

BY BOB BOZE
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Map by Robert McElroy and Bob the Fauvist

Based on the research of Gary Wilson

DECEMBER 27, 1894

elebrating the holidays in

/ Jacob “Jew Jake” Harris’

saloon in newly named

J Landusky, Montana, the

town’s namesake, Powell

“Pike” Landusky, is holding forth with

his neighbors and friends at around
10:30 in the morning.

Melting snow has clogged the
store/saloon’s stove pipe, and a young
kid has been brought in to clean it out.
Jew Jake hobbles around behind the
bar on his one leg (the other was lost
during a gunfight in Great Falls). He
sets a bottle and glass on the bar in
front of Landusky, who gets ready to
take his first drink of the day.

Stepping in out of the cold, cowboys
Lonie  (pronounced
LOne-E) Logan and
Jim  Thornhill, his
neighboring rancher
and partner, pass
through the saloon into
the clothing store.
Their mission is to
neutralize a gunman
named Charles Hogan
(a lunger). Thornhill
orders 25 cents worth
of apples as he and
Lonie take up positions
to handle Hogan when
the fireworks start.

A few moments later,
as planned, Harvey
Logan, a.k.a. Kid Curry,
comes in the front
door. Kid Curry’s younger brother John
stays outside and guards the front door
with a Winchester. Kid Curry advances
straight toward Landusky and
aggressively slaps him on the shoulder,
knocking the bottle out of his hand.
When Landusky turns, Kid Curry
punches the noted brawler in the face
with all his might.

When the two clinch, both Lonie and
Thornhill step forward, yelling out, “Fair
fight!” Landusky’s friends, including
Hogan, are intimidated and hold back
from joining in.

As the men punch each other and
scuffle, Kid Curry’s pistol falls out of his
coat pocket onto the floor. Thornhill
fetches the Colt .45 by the barrel so no
one can accuse him of assault.

TRUE 62 WEST

(Landusky’s friends later allege
Thornhill waved it at bystanders,
warning, “The first man that makes a
move will be killed.”)

Landusky is a grizzled, experienced
brawler. He gets the advantage on Kid
Curry, landing on top of the smaller man
while trying to gouge out his eyes. Kid
Curry manages to get on top, pummeling
the much bigger man until Landusky
cries out “Enough!”

A mining friend of Landusky, Thomas
Carter, asks Lonie to intercede, saying
that Landusky has clearly had enough.
Lonie allegedly replies, “He has not got
enough for what he has done to us.”

Jim Thornhill (right of stove) throws a pistol to Kid
Curry who shoots three times, striking Landusky twice.
FEveryone else heads for the back door. Notice the kid
on the floor who was cleaning out the stove.

(Inset) An 1893 9mm semi-automatic Borchardt pistol.

— ALL ILLUSTRATIONS BY BoB BOZE BELL —

Thornhill finally convinces Kid Curry
to let go of Landusky. The combatants
stagger to their feet, and Landusky
reaches in his coat and pulls out a semi-
automatic pistol (an 1893 9mm
Borchardt). As he does, he calls Kid
Curry a coward for attacking him
without cause. (Landusky doesn’t fire
his pistol; one account claims he does,
but either the gun misfired or he failed
to chamber a round.)

Thornhill pitches the .45 to Kid Curry,
who fires a shot in Landusky’s gut.
Curry fires three times in all, with two
slugs hitting Landusky and one going
awry. Landusky falls to the floor and
dies in about five minutes.

Brother John rounds up the cowboys’
wagon, and the four make their escape.

A
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Harvey Logan (seen here with his
soiled dove girlfriend, Annie Rogers)
was by all accounts a good cowboy, but
he was an avid reader of dime novels
and was dead set on being a Bad Man.
He more than succeeded.

Probable Cause

When the time came for settlers to vote
on a name for the fledgling community, the
cowboys wanted Rock Creek and the
miners wanted Landusky. The miners won.

The Logan brothers weren't big fans of
Pike Landusky, who had borrowed a plow
from them and allegedly returned it
broken. Irritated, Harvey and Lonie
delivered it back, tossing the worthless
plow in Landusky’s front yard.

Two months before the fight, Landusky
stirred the pot. In October 1894, Harvey, his
brother John and their brother-in-law Lee
Self were arrested and charged with assault
with a deadly weapon “without any
considerable provocation.” Although James
Ross filed the claim, Harvey believed that
the charges had been trumped up by his
neighbor, Landusky. While Harvey was held
on the assault charge, a deputized
Landusky allegedly “beat Harvey
unmercifully” and urinated on him.

To make matters more complicated,
Lonie, a known ladies man, was sparking
Landusky’s stepdaughter Elfie.

The night before the fight, at a
Christmas dance in John Logan’s Livery
Barn, Harvey and Landusky had words
and they both agreed the next time they
met, one of them would die.

b
f the major
Wilcox and

Shown here are some O

ton.
obbery sites (Tipton,
T o), as well as popular

for Kid Curry
-Wallj Powder Springs;
and the WS Ranch
New Mexico).

parachut
hideouts
(Hole-in-the
Robbers Roosts
near Alma,

N, =
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Christmas Day, 189%: Jew Jake (below,
second from left) stands outside his
saloon between big, bad Pike Landusky
(third from left) and his stepdaughter
Elfie (far left). The fourth person is
believed to be Thomas Carter.

Aftermath: 0dds & Ends

On May 14, 1895, a jury found
Lonie Logan not guilty in the death of
Pike Landusky. More than two
months later, a bench warrant was
issued and served on Jim Thornhill.
His case was dismissed without trial
on December 2. Harvey “Kid Curry”
Logan, having long fled the country,
was never tried for Landusky’s
murder.

Harvey soon joined George
“Flatnose” Currie’s outlaw band, later
merging with Butch Cassidy’s so-
called Wild Bunch. A string of rustling
and train robberies followed. Harvey
was finally captured in 1901, but he
escaped jail in Knoxville, Tennessee.
After another train robbery near
Parachute, Colorado, on June 7, 1904,
lawmen surrounded the outlaw, and
he killed himself rather than be
recaptured.

Lonie apparently joined his brother
at the Wild Bunch hangout, the Hole-
in-the-Wall near the KC Ranch in
Wyoming, and may have participated
in the Wilcox, Wyoming, train robbery
in 1899. In February 1900, Lonie
returned to Dodson, Missouri, to visit
an aunt who had raised him; a posse
trapped and killed him there.

Jim Thornhill eventually sold his
property in Landusky, Montana, and
moved to Globe, Arizona, in 1916. He

died there in the late 1920s.

Recommended: Tiger of the Wild
Bunch: The Life of Harvey “Kid
Curry” Logan by Gary A. Wilson
will be published by Globe Pequot
Press in 2007
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STYLE

BY JANE C. BISCHOFF

The Buscadero Bio

Showcasing authentic 0ld West-style gunleather.

Sure, Commodore Perry Owens
looked like a dude with his long
hair, fancy duds and good looks.

The man was definitely stylin’. But he
made his bones the hard way, going against
the odds on a fall day in 1887.

Owens was sheriff of Arizona’s Navajo
County during the feud known as the
Pleasant Valley War; he was out to arrest
Andy Blevins for rustling when he ran into
resistance. Guns were drawn, shots were
fired and, in a matter of seconds, Blevins
and two of his kinsmen were dead, and his
brother John was wounded. Owens shot five
bullets to bring down the four men.

The best-known photo of
Owens (right) shows him holding
a rifle in his right hand, with his
pistol in a crossdraw rig on his
left side. Nice pose—but
something’s a little off. The
holster drops low off the gun belt
in what looks to be a buscadero
style ... which shouldn’t have
existed at the time. Some claim
that Texas Ranger Capt. John R.
Hughes developed the style in
the 1890s, or that Mexican
vaqueros came up with the idea after the
turn-of-the-20th-century. But most of the
experts say the buscadero was created by
Hollywood for the Westerns of the 1920s; it
looked cool, and actors could draw faster
during the shoot-out scenes. Back in the
1880s, holsters (when they were used)
looped over the top of the belt; low-slung
holsters like the buscadero weren’t common.

\

HOLLYWOOD-STYLE BUSCADERD RiG

Two-color, Full Flower-carved Double
Buscadero Rig. Fits Frontier-style Single
Action Revolvers with Up to a 5%-inch
Barrel ($685);

Pleasant Valley Saddle Shop
970-669-1588
www.pvsaddleshop.com

TRUE 64 WEST

Commodore Perry Owens wears a low-slung
buscadero rig, which was not supposed to be
around during his time. A True West reader
JSound another Arizona example of a buscadero
rig in a period photo (above, left). Even though
Hollywood is often credited as the inventor,
you can’t beat photographic evidence showing
the rig did exist in the Old West.

— TRUE WEST ARCHIVES —

Now we're not here to settle that
argument, either with words or shootin’
irons. But we can say that the buscadero
continues to grow in popularity amongst the
Old West set. Fine leather working and
metal or jewel adornments have really
boosted the style quotient of this and other
rigs. And that’'s something Commodore
Perry Owens would really appreciate. We
think you will, too. <

>
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RANGER-STYLE CARTRIDGE BELT
WITH HOLSTER

Belt with Border Stamyp in 3" Width
and 24 Cartridge Loops ($149.95),

“Cheyenne” F.A. Meanea-style
Holster ($164.95);

Western Star Leather
702-293-3397
www.westernstarleather.com

SEVENTH CAVALRY TROOPERS OUTFIT

Holster, Matching Ammunition Pouch and Duty
Belt with Brass Buckle ($395);
John Bianchi's Frontier Gunleather
877-877-4704
www.frontiergunleather.com

BELT POUCH

Lined and Border Stamped in
Chestnut with Brass Stud
Closure; Perfect for holding
cartridges, tobacco, a cell
phone or other items ($79.95);
Western Star Leather

16805 DOUBLE-LOOP HOLSTER

Natural “Bureka” Holster
with Flower and Border
Stamp ($104.95); Western
Star Leather
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BUSCADERD GUN BELT

This A1 Quick Draw Double Rig with Decorative Conchos ha
Busca@erq-style Gun Belt that is 2.75" Wide for Wei‘ht !
Distribution of the Six-gun (§450); Circle KB !
877-919-0891
www.circlekb.com

TH

Sheriff Commodore Perry Owens was famous for his

THE GUNFIGHTER SPECIAL
crossdraw buscadero rig. When riding in the saddle, it
was much easier for him to reach across his body than

wn for his pistol in a standard holster. To gain
the same split-second advantage he had when using a
single rig, place the holster on your weak side (right-

handed wears the gun on the left) and point the grip

toward your strong hand.
pull out your DVD of

Double R;’g in Antique Chestnut ($650);
John Bianchi’s Frontier Gunleather ’
reach do

To see the crossdraw in action,
Tombstone and watch Val Kilmer in his role as Doc

Holliday. Given the fact that Doc spent most of
his time sitting,
especially at the
gaming tables, the
crossdraw shoulder rig

was the perfect choice
for him.
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0LD WEST REPLICA BADGE

Railway Express Special Agent
Badge by Pieces of History ($10);
Stockman’s Western Wear
480-585-6142

\

COWBOY CUFFS

Fully Stamped with Texas
Swirl ($99.95); Western Star
Leather

TRUE

DUKE'S SPECIAL

Single Holster Rig in Saddle
Tan in the Half-Breed Style
($345); John Bianchi's
Frontier Gunleather

67 WEST

MEN'S COLLARLESS
STRIPED SHIRT

100% Cotton by Roper
Western Wear ($32);
Stockman’s Western

Wear




1 their boat, Mable.

the Klondike fly @ U.S. flag 0
wonders, like this waterfall in British Columbia

ted many Klondikers and inspired others
oet Robert Service.

£ WEST ARCHIVES —

Miners heading to
The Klondike Trail is full of scenic

( background), which intimida
like novelist Jack London and p
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BY JOHNNY D. BOGGS

remain dangerous country. People

get eaten by bears. They die of
exposure. Probably a few are trampled by
hordes of tourists departing cruise ships
and are buried underneath the mud, never
to be seen again.

No surprise then that The Bride and I
have been in Alaska less than 15 minutes
before the first injury occurs. The Bride has
sprained her ankle, stepping off the curb
while loading her backpack into the shuttle
at Juneau International Airport.

“Bummer,” says the receptionist at the
emergency clinic.

The idea, of course, was to follow the
route of the Klondike Stampeders, the guys
and gals of 1898 and the great gold rush,
and avoid Robert Service poetry.

So much for hiking the Chilkoot.

ﬂ laska and the Canadian Northwest

Juneau, You Know

Juneau wasn’t on that trail. Its rush came
18 years earlier when gold was discovered
in 1880, and the state capital is a good place
to brush up on Alaska history. An excellent
first stop is the Alaska State Museum,
which has been housing artifacts since
1900. For the mining experience, check out

The Klondike Gold Rush Trail

From Seattle, Washington, to Skagway, Alaska, to Dawson City, Yukon Territory.

the Last Chance Mining Museum & Historic
Park and the AJ Mine/Gastineau Mill
Enterprises, Southeast Alaska’s lone hard-
rock gold-mine tour. You might even hear
someone reciting Robert Service verse.
And the historic Alaskan Hotel & Bar is a
great place to wind down, although those
stairs can be hard on a sprained ankle.

Bum ankle or not, our destination is
Skagway, so we hop (literally, in The Bride’s
case) aboard the Alaska Marine Highway
System. The ferry has been shuttling folks
since 1963, providing Inside Passage
service from Skagway to Bellingham,
Washington, and Prince Rupert, British
Columbia. It's about 5% hours from
Juneau/Auke Bay to Skagway, with a pit
stop in Haines, giving The Bride time to rest
her ankle and watch orcas.

A Short History

Our trip started in Seattle before taking
an Alaska Airlines jetliner to Juneau and its
deadly curbs. After all, Seattle was the
supply center and a major embarking/
debarking port for the horde of stampeders.
That history is dutifully recorded at
Seattle’s Klondike Gold Rush National
Historic Park, while the surrounding

For many heading to the Klondike Gold Rush, travel to the goldfields included taking a steamer
through the Inside Passage. Today, the passage is popular with kayakers, who love to explore the
coves, and anglers, who enjoy the big runs of salmon.
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Pioneer Square area remains interesting,
historic and exciting.

A Tagish Indian named Skookum Jim
found paydirt on a Klondike drainage in
Canada’s Yukon Territory on August 14,
1896. Partner George Carmack took the
largest claim for himself, arguing that
officials would never let an Indian record
the discovery claim. Jim and Dawson
Charlie took the lesser claims. Word spread
quickly, the creek was renamed Bonanza
and by Christmas, some 3,000 miners had
flocked to the Klondike. In the summer of
‘97, steamers such as the Portland and
Excelsior brought gold to the States.

RoA

Best of the Road

Lodging: Pioneer Square
Hotel (Seattle); Alaskan Hotel
& Bar (Juneau); Historic
Skagway Inn (Skagway); Fort
William H. Seward B&B
(Haines); Bombay Peggy’s
Inn & Pub (Dawson).
Dining: Sostanza Trattoria
(Seattle); Doc Water’'s Pub
(Juneau); Red Onion Saloon
(Skagway); Lizards Steakhouse
& Bar (Whitehorse); Bonanza
Dining Room (Dawson).

The rush was on! Many Klondikers took
the water route, steaming from Seattle to St.
Michael, Alaska, on the Bering Sea, and then
up the Yukon River to Dawson City, Yukon
Territory. Others journeyed by land across
Canada—and this was before the Alaskan
Highway was built. Most prospectors,
however, steamed up the Inside Passage to
Skagway or Dyea, where their adventures
truly began.

Wild About Skagway

Even in the summer, Skagway is a fairly
sleepy town—until cruise ships arrive. Then
you get a feel for what it was like during the




stampede. About the only thing missing is
Skagway’s notorious Jefferson Randolph
“Soapy” Smith swindling newcomers.
Soapy’s here, of course, buried in the Gold
Rush Cemetery. So is Frank Reid.

In the summer of 98, vigilantes got tired
of Smith’s rule and held a meeting. Smith
went to the docks to break it up. There he
met Frank Reid. Words were exchanged. So
was lead. Within minutes, Smith and Reid,
who, according to the headstone in the
cemetery “gave his life for the Honor of
Skagway,” lay dying.

Yet the story of Soapy Smith is only a
small—but quite popular—chapter in
Klondike history. There was much more to
this adventure, and Skagway is full of it.
The town is home to its own version of the
Klondike Gold Rush National Historic Park.
Skagway’s unit includes a seven-block
section of town, plus the nearby Dyea
townsite, part of the White Pass Trail and
17 miles of the legendary Chilkoot Trail.

D

Sitka

There’s a lot more to Sitka
than you’ll ever find by reading
the Louis LAmour novel. Talk
about a tourist-friendly town,
the St. Michael the Archangel
Orthodox Cathedral and Alaska
Raptor Center, plus other shops,

opened up after midnight when
the state ferry docked.

Located on Baranof Island, Sitka
blends its Tlingit, Russian and
frontier history with spectacular
scenery.

907-747-5940 / www.sitka.org

Historic sites in downtown Skagway
include the Arctic Brotherhood Hall, the
Mascot Saloon, the Golden North Hotel and
Jeff Smith’s Parlor. You'll probably hear
someone reciting a Robert Service poem.
Unavoidable, it seems. With luck, though,
the White Pass and Yukon Railroad will
drown out any poetry.

The toughest stretch for many stampeders
came early, either on the Chilkoot Trail out of
Dyea, about nine miles north of Skagway, or

The historic cemetery in Skagway, Alaska, is the final resting place
Jor gold rush-era characters, including Jefferson “Soapy” Smith and
the “Hero of Skagway,” Frank Reid (see his tombstone in inset).

the White Pass Trail from Skagway. The
Chilkoot was one brutal hike, too steep for
pack animals. White Pass was brutal for
beasts. More than 3,000 animals, overloaded
and overworked, died on the route. Dead
Horse Gulch was aptly named.

Both Dyea and Skagway vied for the title
of Gateway to the Klondike, but Skagway
won because of the White Pass and Yukon
Railroad. As The Bride will attest, a train
ride is easier on a sprained ankle.

Hear the Train A-comin’

It was called “the railway built of gold,”
and the narrow gauge railway certainly was
an engineering marvel. Construction began
on May 28, 1898, and thousands of men
braved brutal conditions, including
temperatures as low as 60 below, to
complete a track that would climb nearly
3,000 feet in 20 miles, with hairpin turns,
steep grades, two tunnels and plenty of
bridges and trestles. On July 29, 1900, the

A typical street in Skagway is bordered with wooden sidewalks and features buildings with false
fronts, so the town still maintains the look and feel of its gold rush days.
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railroad reached Carcross, 110 miles
away, in the Yukon.

Since 1988, the train has operated for
tourists, carrying passengers from
Skagway to White Pass Summit in
Bennett, British Columbia. The trip takes
you past Gold Rush Cemetery, Inspiration
Point and several reminders of the
hardships on the trail such as Black Cross
Rock, where two railroad workers were
buried under a 100-ton chunk of granite
on August 3, 1898.

At White Pass, Canadian Mounties
allowed only stampeders with one ton of
supplies (enough, in theory, to last a year)
to proceed. International borders being
what they are today, tourists aren’t
allowed to disembark the train in British
Columbia, so they take snapshots before
the train returns to Skagway.

Cruise ships have landed at Skagway,
and thus begins another adventure:
Trying to escape tourists, which is hard to
do in July. The Bride gamely takes
advantage of her newly purchased
walking stick and limps to our rental car,
and we take off on Highway 2, following a
newer version of the Klondike Trail.

0, Canada!

It was approximately 550 miles
from Skagway to Dawson, across
Lakes Bennett and Lindemann, and
through some spectacular, if formidable,
country. With its walls of basalt, Miles
Canyon looks treacherous from above.
I can hardly imagine how it looked
to stampeders facing the current in
their handmade boats. Even if they
survived the canyon’s whirlpool,
they still had to face Squaw Rapids and
White Horse Rapids, and other dangers
up the trail.

I'm more concerned about surviving
tour buses. Every time we stop, we have a
few minutes to ourselves before the roar
of evil diesel engines portends tons of
modern stampeders. Just up the road at
Whitehorse, however, I don’t mind
tourists so much.

We're at the S.S. Klondike National
Historic Site, taking the tour with
another American family and some
Canadians. The Americans are moving
from Alabama to Fairbanks. The teenage
daughter looks particularly bitter (from
hearing one too many Robert Service
poems, perhaps?).

Linger awhile

VISIT HISTORIC

SKAGWAY

Gateway to the Klondike
Garden City qf Alaska

Home of the Klondike Gold
Rush National Historical Park
SKAGWAY CONVENTION
AND VISITORS BUREAU

ToLL FREE: 888-762-1898 * (907) 983-2854
E-mail: info@skagway.com

www.skagway.com

et PASS“YUKONRog

_ RAILWAY OF THE WORLD

RAILWAY
OF THE

WORLD

ESPRESSO « GIFTS
MEMORABILIA

]
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Oisit
KINGSVILLE

KING RANCH

SINCE 1853
i

Cowboys, history
and an abundance of nature...
King Ranch has it all!

ETOURS =
= MUSEUM =
® SADDLE SHOP =

Kingsville, TX
361-592-8055

www.king-ranch.com

RoAhE

The Eagles have
landed

Take the water taxi—yes, water
taxi—from Skagway and spend
some time in Haines, “Alaska’s Best
Kept Secret.”

Natives bring their legends to life at

Chilkat  Dancers  Storytelling
Theater, while the 48,000-acre
Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve is a
haven for watching bald eagles.
Besides, there aren’t nearly as
many cruise ships and tour buses in
Haines.

800-458-3579 / www.haines.ak.us

The sternwheeler S.S. Klondike II
came along far too late for the gold rush.
Launched in 1937, she made her last run
up the Yukon River in 1955 before Parks
Canada restored her to her 1937-40 looks.
Yet the park’s a great introduction to life
on steamboats, and the upper Yukon
became the major riverboat route for the
stampeders of '98.

From Whitehorse, the Klondike trail
heads on north, ending, of course, at
Dawson. The boomtown was everything
Skagway wasn't, thanks to the no-
nonsense rule of Mounties.

Dawson City—End of the Trail

Dawson and vicinity pay high tribute to
the gold rush era—visitors still pan for
gold at Claim No. 6 or get panning lessons
at Claim No. 33—but Dawson also honors
the literary world.

Johnny Horton aside (and he was
singing about the Nome rush, a few years
later), how much would we remember
about the Klondike if not for Jack
London? For that matter, historians and
history buffs owe a great deal of thanks to
Pierre Berton and his seminal 1958 work
The Klondike Fever.

Jack London came to the Yukon in
September 1897 only to find his fortune
later in fiction (Call of the Wild; White
Fang). He lived on the North Fork of
Henderson Creek, where trappers
happened upon an abandoned cabin in




1936 and discovered London’s signature on
the back wall. The Jack London Cabin was
re-created in Dawson from the original
logs of that cabin—another replica was
built in Oakland, California, London’s
hometown—and today, the cabin sits next
to the Jack London Museum operated by
the Klondike Visitors Association.

Pierre Berton grew up in Dawson,
leaving at age 12, and the Pierre
Berton House, operated by the Berton
House Society, houses a Writer-in-
Residence Program that gives Canadian
writers the chance to work in a
“remote northern” location. Well, Dawson’s
certainly that.

Oh, yeah, you'll hear a lot of Robert
Service poetry in this town, too. Be careful.
This is dangerous country.

Visit “Website Extras” at twmag.com to

read Johnny Boggs’ take on Robert Service.

- "\ 4

Whatever you do, don’t get Johnny D. Boggs started on his

fishing adventures in Alaska unless you really like to hear

about fighting 30-, 28- and 26-pound salmon (The Bride, bum
ankle and all, landed a 28-pounder!).

“Give me enough dynamite and snoose, I'll build
a railroad to Hell,” said Sir Thomas Tancrede,
who represented investors in London interested
in building a railroad to accommodate gold
rush miners. The narrow gauge railroad was
built in Skagway in 1898, when it became the
northernmost railroad in the West.




ROAD TRIP

BY JOHNNY D. BOGGS

= Rodeo & Polo
= Indian War History

= Historic Downtown
= Big Horn Mountains

m Western Museums/Galleries

Best Western Sheridan Center
Call: 877.437.4326
www.bestwestern.com/sheridancenter
For special discount use TW

SHERIDAN COUNTY MUSEUM
Call: 307.673.0644
850 Sibley Circle- East 5th St.
www.sheridancountyhistory.org

Custer, Cowboys and the Man in Black

Montana's Custer Battlefield and

Wyoming's Cowboy Couniry.

Johnny Cash is playing on the oI’
stereo. Okay, so that's not news—
his music is practically always
playing on the stereo.

But this is appropriate because I'm
listening to Cash’s 1964 masterpiece, Bitter
Tears: Ballads of the American Indian.
Crank it up.

Now I will tell you, buster,
That I ain’t a fan of Custer’s,
And the general,

He don’t ride well anymore.

Okay, so I always crank it up. Like most
songs on Bitter Tears, “Custer” was
written by Peter LaFarge, the Nargaset
Indian adopted by Pulitzer Prize winner
Oliver LaFarge. Those songs did a lot for
the Indian movement during the 1960s
(LaFarge also wrote Cash’s hit “The Ballad
of Ira Hayes”) before LaFarge died of—
take your pick—a stroke, drug overdose or
suicide in 1965 at age 33.

LaFarge helped found the political
activist group Federation for American
Indian Rights, and I'm thinking he would
be proud of what has happened at Little
Bighorn National Battlefield Monument
just off I-90 in southern Montana.

Keep in mind that the name was once
“Custer National Battlefield” from 1946-91.

Often overlooked were the Sioux, Cheyenne
Arapaho and Crow until June 25, 2003, when
a crowd gathered around the new Indian
Memorial, not far from Custer’s Last Stand
Hill. The circular monument honors both the
Indian defenders as well as the scouts who
worked for the Seventh Cavalry during the
famous 1876 battle. Lakota actor and activist
Russell Means showed up for the dedication
ceremony and to get his name and photo in
the papers. Okay, so that's not news, either.

Maybe LaFarge wouldn't be so pleased
with the memorial. Heck, maybe Means
should come back to drum up some more
publicity for native causes. It's a beautiful
summer morning, but there are only two
people hanging around the Indian Memorial.
One of them happens to have Johnny Cash
in his car stereo. The other is a park ranger.
Across the road, busloads of tourists are
strolling around Last Stand Hill, snapping
pictures of the headstones of soldiers and
the big monument that always reminds me
of that great Twilight Zone episode from
Season Five (“The Seventh is Made Up of
Phantoms”).

Time to go. I zip down [-90 and cross the
border into Wyoming. Only 70 miles from
the Little Bighorn, Sheridan is cowboy
country. Buffalo Bill Cody hung his hat at
the Sheridan Inn. Sheridan is the land of the
Bozeman Trail. It's the home of the King’s
Museum, just behind King’s Saddlery, with

The large scale bronze tracings of three warriors (Sioux, Cheyenne and Arapaho) are part of the
Indian Memorial designed by John R. Collins and Alison J. Towers. They placed these bronzes
“against the constant yet ever-changing Great Plains sky—the proverbial home of the Spirit.”

— By Jonnny D. Bogas —
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130TH ANNIVERSARY
OF CUSTER’S LAST
STAND

Little Bighorn Days in Hardin,
Montana, is an 1876 playground during
June 22-25. You can dance the night away
at the 1876 Grand Ball, or watch the Trial
of Custer. Most important, you can join in
the fun as the Seventh Cavalry and Indian
warriors face off once again in the annual
Custer’s Last Stand Re-enactment. The
battle is told from the Indian perspective,
using a script prepared by Crow Tribal
Historian Joseph Medicine Crow.

888-450-3577 /
www.custerslaststand.org

its great collection of Western art,
artifacts and some 500 saddles. Sheridan
is also home to the Trail End State
Historic Site, the 1913 mansion that was
once home to John B. Kendrick, a poor
Texas cowboy who pulled himself up by
the bootstraps to become a successful
Wyoming rancher and U.S. senator.

This is also Peter LaFarge country.
That’s because before making a name for
himself as a protesting Indian folk

singer/songwriter, LaFarge worked as a

cowboy and rodeo rider.

Cash is playing on the ol’ stereo again.
Okay, so he’s practically always blasting
on the stereo. But this is appropriate
because now I'm listening to Cash’s 1965
masterpiece, Johnny Cash Sings the
Ballads of the True West. Crank it up.

Stampede!

They’re comin’ up the draw.
Stampede!

Three thousand head or more.
Here they come a-smokin’ fire,
Boys, you better earn your hire.
Stampede!

And hell to score.

In this country, on this road trip, there’s
a LaFarge song for every stop.

Road warrior Johnny D. Boggs recommends the Historic
Sheridan Inn in Sheridan.

7 oz K
“Opportunity knocks for every man, but
you have to give a woman a ring.”
MAE WEST
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LONESOME DOVE
BISON AND GUEST
RANCIH

Kalispell, Montana

Where Montana is STILL an adventure!

Ranch Lodging, Overnight Rides, Pack Trips,
Cowboy Camp and Gourmet Country Cuisine

800-949-4169
www.lonesomedoveguestranch.com

FRIENDS OF BEAR PAW, BIG HOLE &
CANYON CREEK BATTLEFIELDS

The Friends of Bear Paw, Big Hole and Canyon
Creek Battlefields is a non-profit association
dedicated to education and preservation at
battlefields in Montana associated with the Nez
Perce War of 1877 and the plight of Chief Joseph.

To become a member or to learn more about this
epic story and how you can help please visit our
website at:

www.friendsnezpercebattlefields.org

Hickok, Cody & Custer

sk % sk
Visit Hays,
Kansas
“Where History

Walked the
Streets”

% % %

785-628-2624

elliscountyhistoricalmuseum.org

e

ART MUSEUM

Visit the Original Home of Red
Ryder & Little Beaver Comics

DISPLAYS OF ORIGINAL
FRED HARMAN PAINTINGS

970.731.5785

85 Harman Park Drive
P.O. Box 192 « Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

fharman@centurytel.net

BEPE/Slice
Old West Today

Southern Utah’s Kane County

& Home to over 70 classic Western Movies
& Come and Visit the Movie Sets

& Walk on the ground where John Wayne,
Ronald Reagan, Clint Walker and Clint
Eastwood stood

& Join us for the Western Legends Round
Up & Film Festival held the last weekend
in August

& Vacation in the True West—

Kane County is close to Zion, Bryce and
Grand Canyon National Parks

Order your FREE visitor guide today
www.kaneutah.com
435-644-5033

GENE AUTRY DAYS

June 24 & 25, 2006

Kenton, Ohio
Featuring: STEVE MITCHELL, CALL OF THE WEST,
PAUL BELANGER, JOHN BUTTAM, BOB SIEBER,
Western Celebrity Look-a-Likes & MORE.....
Cap Guns, Old Toys & Western Collectibles

| Saturday, 9 -5 Sunday 10-3  Admission $5 - Under 12 Free

HARDIN COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS, COMMUNITY BUILDING

Visit the Gene
Autry Mural Park

Downtown Kenton

Hardin Co. Chamber of Commerce
419-673-4131, chamber@hardinohio.org
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800-530-5930
914 Penn Street

WWW.ponyexpress.org

Pony Express National
Museum - Located inside
the original Pikes Peak
Stables, the Pony Express
National Museum is a
tribute to the legend and
legacy of the famous mail

service that began

in 1860.




Dubois Museum
Wind River
Historical Center

A living history museum

b

Preserving and interpreting the
history of Wyoming’s
Upper Wind River Valley

909 West Ramshorn,
P.O. Box 896,

Dubois, Wyoming 82513
Website: duboismuseum.org
email: dmuseum@dteworld.com
Phone: 307-455-2284

* Clayton Lake State Park

* Dinosaur Tracks

* Black Jack Ketchum Grave
* Excellent Museums

* Santa Fe Trail

¥ Excellent Rodeos

* New Mexico Cuisine

Western Heritage
and Hospitality

Tourist Information Center
1103 South First Street
Clayton NM 88415

1800 390 7858
www.claytonnewmexico.net

ZANE GREY’S CABIN

Visitors today can experience the replication
of Zane Grey'’s original cabin.

Wed.-Mon. 10AM-4PM - 928-474-3483
www.rimcountrymuseums.com

The Rim Country Museum complex,
at the west end of Old Main St.,
contains the oldest Forest Ranger
station & residence still standing in
the Southwest, and the authentic
replica of Zane Grey’s cabin. The
museums appeal is enhanced by its
location in the award winning Green
Valley Park. Guided tours are available
& this fee includes admission to the
Museum of Rim Country Archaeology.
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BY CANDY MOULTON

Hired Out for a Tough Hand

Saddle bronc rider J.B. Smith shares her rodeo legacy.

years old as she sat on her pony

“huddled over the saddle horn,
icicles hanging from the end of my nose,”
positioned to turn a horse herd she had
helped her daddy round up one winter
morning in Montana. She knew then and
there that she had “hired out as a
tough hand.”

The Burnett family ranch, where Jane
first learned cowboy skills, had been
settled by her grandfather, William Clinton
Burnett, and his brother W.P. (Perkins) in
the 1880s. William “Bill” also had ranch and
business holdings near Sheridan and
Buffalo, Wyoming. By the time his son Clint
was in high school, it was “understood”
that he would eventually take over some of
the ranch responsibility in Montana.

When Clint married and he and his wife
had their daughter Jane, his attention to
ranch details generally centered only on
helping during necessary periods of the
year: branding, moving cattle to summer or
winter pastures, and haying. Otherwise, he
preferred the gregarious activities of
gambling, drinking and carousing.

Jane, however, spent much time on the
ranch with her grandfather and became an
adept horsewoman. Now an octogenarian,
she has written her story that weaves
Montana ranch life with her own entrance
into the rodeo arena and working in
Hollywood as a stunt double. Hobbled
Stirrups is now available from Caxton
Press, and it is a tale that is quite a ride.

J ane Burnett was not even seven

TW: Your work as a hand on the family
ranch in Montana started when you were
pretty young, didn’t it?

JBS: I think anyone who lived on a ranch
had to do their share as a “hand” as soon
as they were physically old enough to
take part in the work. By age six, I was
already gathering cattle and/or helping
with the chores.

TW: Did you feel “cheated” out of a
childhood?

JBS: I was already very independent even
before age four, and I always felt I had the
best of both worlds because I was
allowed the freedom of making my own
choices by being treated as an adult from
a very early age.

After learning how to ride on the
ranch, Jane found there was greater
challenge beyond the Burnett fence line.
While in her teens, she began entering
rodeos. Jane first competed in steer
riding and later signed on as a bareback
bronc rider. But she found her true sport
when she stuck her boots into a pair of
hobbled stirrups and became a saddle
bronc rider.

The stirrups were tied together just
tight enough to give the rider stability
without being rigid. After her first such
ride in Montana, Jane went on to top
broncs all across the U.S. in rodeos from
Chicago to Florida and from California to

Jane Burnett Smith signs books at the
Western Writers of America Convention held
in 2004 in Mesquite, Nevada. In her latest
book, Hobbled Stirrups, she shares the story
of her rodeo and Hollywood career.

— COURTESY JANE BURNETT SMITH —

“Want a stable relationship? Get a horse.”
OLD HORSE SAYING
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Madison Square Garden in New York
City. As she put it, “I was to get in and
out of fights, hospitals, jails and
marriages; get whipped in several
different states, bucked off in a few of
them and divorced in a couple of others.
And all because I had ‘hired out for a
tough hand’ and thought I had to follow
through without complaining.”

TW: Other girls/young women who
worked on family ranches in the West at
the time didn’t ride steers and buck
horses. What attracted you to the sport?

JBS: It was more a matter of finding a
niche of my own where I was accepted
as one of the “hands” by proving that I
could participate right along with the
cowboys. Proving to myself that I was
capable of riding bucking stock also
made me feel I finally belonged
somewhere. Because of my parents’
lifestyle (rancher/gambler), I never
really seemed to fit in with the activities
of neighboring ranchers and their
families.

TW: What do wyou consider the
“highlight” of your career?

JBS: How can you select a highlight
from a life that varied from riding
broncs in Madison Square Garden to
struggling to be accepted in the movie
business to eventually joining the army,
raising a family, dealing blackjack in
Reno and being a published author?
Each one of these lives provided their
own highlight.

TW: What was your toughest time?

JBS: Even though I did ride at Madison
Square Garden one year, my toughest
time was in 1942 when I had to finally
accept the fact that Madison Square
Garden was canceling their women’s
bronc riding competition before I had
sufficient opportunity to prove myself (in
my own opinion).

Jane Burnett Smith is a Montana
ranch girl who proved her mettle to the
world on the deck of a bronc, and her
story is truly quite a ride.

_A
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All Season Fun Aboard
HEeBER VALLEY RAILROAD

45 MINUTES FROM SALT LAKE CITY

OF West Casino Train - Legal Gamin’, Prizes & Fun
Moonlight ‘n Fire - Campfire Sing-along
Cab Rides - Once in a Lifetime Chance
Provo Canyon Limited - Spectacular Scenic Excursion
Sunset BBQ Special - Bluegrass n BBQ

Heber Valley Hoedown - Vittles ‘n Fiddles

www.hebervalleyrr.org

PHONE: (435) 654-5601
IN SLC: (801) 581-9980

450 SOUTH 600 WEST
HEBER CITY, UT 84032

Rebels,
Renegades
& Rogues

HERITAGE
WEEK

June 5-10, 2006
in Helper, Utah

lectures ° tours ° street festival
merchants ° photo contest °
and
shootouts
in the
street!

Celebrating
100 years of
Kenilworth,
Utah
1906-2006

sponsored by the
Western Mining &

Railroad Museum

Mining, Railroad & Lifestyle Exhibits
from the Late 1800s to the 1950s
May 1 - September 30:
Mon. - Sat. 10am ~ Spm
October 1 - April 30:
Tues. - Sat. llam ~ 4pm
Admission by Donation

For more information, call (435) 472-3009
or visit our website at www.wmrrm.org

of Ameri

MAY 20, 2006-JANUARY 10, 2007

Outstanding examples of baskets, beadwork, pottery, textiles, silver and
turquoise jewelry, paintings and sculpture are all exhibited in a newly
renovated gallery at the largest history museum in Texas!

Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum offers Art, History,
Archeology, Paleontology, Petroleum, Textiles and
Archives all under one roof. Explore more than 500
million years of history across the 26,000 square miles of

the Panhandle Plains.

Gallery renovation funded by the Mary E. Bivins Foundation.

2503 4th Avenue ° Canyon, Texas 79015
806-651-2244 « www.panhandleplains.org

Candy Moulton is the author of Steamboat: Legendary museum@pphm.wtamu.edu

Bucking Horse and a regular contributor to True West.
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Art

101 Custer Battlefield Painting
102 D. Wyatt Taylor

103 Dakota Rocks Western Gallery
104 Dramatic Bronzes

105 Fred Harman Art Museum
106 Maze Creek Studio

107 Michael Garman Galleries

Books/Publishers/Media

108 Bennett-Walls Company

109 Carol Fosdick/SOARR Foundation
110 Curtislithos.com

111 dimenovels

112 Edward R. Hamilton Booksellers
113 Five Star Publications

114 Harper Collins Publishers

115 Louis LAmour Trading Post

116 Outdoor Channel

117 Paramount Home Entertainment
118 Pastures of Beyond-Dayton Hyde
119 Pro Rodeo Radio

120 Rogue River Publications

121 Toby Giese

122 Tor/Forge Books

123 University of New Mexico Press
124 VCI Entertainment

125 Whippoorwill Productions

Clothing/Accessories

126 Catalena Hatters

127 Circle KB Leatherworks
128 Cowboy Corral

129 Crawford & Co.

130 Crown Jules

131 Jaxonbilt Hat Co.

132 Limpia Creek Hats

133 Medicine River Trading Co.
134 Rank’s Mercantile

135 Red Bluff Buckles

136 Ruxton’s Trading Post
137 Silver J Western Wear
138 Silverado Mining Co.

139 Texas Jack’s

140 Tonto Rim Trading Post
141 ValKilmer.com

142 Vogt Western Silversmiths
143 Weather Hat Co.

144 Wild West Mercantile

145 Wyoming Custom Leather

Collectibles

146 Collectibles Insurance Agency

147 Copperstate Cowboy

148 Happy Trails Children’s Foundation
149 Rare Newspapers

150 Superior Rare Coinage, Inc.

Events
151 End of Trail, NM

152 Gene Autry Days, OH p.76
153 Heber City Poetry Gathering, UT p.78
154 John B. Denton Days, TX p.61
155 Western Legends Roundup, UT BC
Firearms/Accessories

156 Brownells p.82
157 Cimarron FA. Co. p.86
158 Cobra Enterprises p.56
159 Collector's Armoury, Ltd. p.26
160 Colt's Manufacturing Co. p.5
161 Dennis A. Yoder Custom Leather p.88
162 Dixie Gunworks p.94
163 Henry Repeating Arms p.11
164 John Bianchi’s Frontier Leather p.90
165 Lock Stock & Barrel p.87
166 Powder, Inc. p.91
167 SASS p.75
168 Sturm, Ruger & Co. p.7
169 Taylor's & Company p.37
170 Texas Gunslinger p.88
171 Ultramax IBC
172 Walker 47 p.91
Food/Accessories

173 Chalet Market of Montana p.55
174 Chugwater Chili p.57
Home Furnishings

175 Accents of the West p.55
176 Broken Bit & Spur Entities p.88
177 Cattle Creek Gallery p.56
178 Good Time Stove Company p.90
179 Jack Daniel’s® Beverage Chiller p.58
180 Montana Silversmiths p.57
181 Roudebush Gompany p.84
182 True West Dinnerware p.87
183 West Creation p.57
184 Wild West Wicks p.56
Horses/Saddles

185 Antigua Morgans p.88
186 Blevins Mfg. Co. p.61
187 Flat Creek Saddle Shop p.58
188 Logan Coach p.87
Hotels/Ranches/B&Bs

189 First Gold Hotel, SD p.35
190 Lonesome Dove Ranch, MT p.76
Misc.

191 Atlanta Cutlery p.58
192 Coltsfoot, Inc. p.86
193 Dickinson Cattle Co.-Breeding p.90
194 Dickinson Cattle Co.-Skulls p.87
195 Former Texas Ranger Foundation p.56
196 Former Texas Ranger Foundation Calendarp.89
197 Nez Perce Battlefields p.76
198 oldwestsigns.com p.87
199 Pieces of History p.85
200 Sheridan Tent & Awning p.56

TRUE 80 WEST

201 Sloan Brands p.91
202 True West Products Various
203 Western Ways Studio Prop Rentals p.90
204 White’s Electronics p.58
Museums

205 Autry National Center, CA p.15
206 Buckhorn Museum & Saloon, TX p.51
207 Dubois Museum, WY p.77
208 Ellis County Historical Society, KS p.76
209 Hubbard Museum, NM p.37
210 Humboldt Museum, NV p.45
211 John E. Conner Museum, TX p.72
212 King Ranch Museum, TX p.72
213 Kingsville Train Museum, TX p.72
214 Lone Pine Movie & History Museum, CA p.14
215 Meeteetse Museum District, WY p.71

216 Nevada Northern Railway Museum, NV p.57
217 Northern Gila County Historical Society, AZp.77

218 0ld Cowtown Museum, KS p.22
219 Panhandle Plains Historical Museum, TX p.79
220 Pony Express Museum, MO p.76
221 Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame, CA p.13

222 South Dakota Cultural Heritage Center, SDp.35
223 Western Mining & RR Museum, UT p.79

Music

224 High Haven Music p.53
Real Estate

225 First United Realty-Elkhorn Ranch, AZ ~ p.32
Travel

226 Bartlesville CVB, OK p.33
227 Bird Cage Theatre, AZ p.2
228 Black Hills Wild Horse Sanctuary, SD  p.77
229 Carson City CVB, NV p.32
230 City of Cripple Creek, CO p.27
231 Clayton Tourism, NM p.77
232 Custer Country, MT p.75
233 Deadwood Chamber of Commerce, SD  p.35
234 Fillmore & Western Railway, CA p.77
235 Heber Valley Historic RR, UT p.79
236 Kane County Tourism, UT p.76
237 Kansas Cattle Towns, KS p.22
238 Kingsville CVB, TX p.72
239 Lander Chamber of Commerce, WY p.26
240 Laramie, WY p.45
241 Sheridan Travel & Tourism, WY p.74
242 Silver Gity Chamber of Commerce, NM  p.37
243 Skagway CVB, AK p.71
244 Trail Dust Town, AZ p.77
245 Virginia City CTA, NV p.55
246 White Pass & Yukon Railroad, AK p.71
Other Advertisers

Beal’s Cowhoy Buckles p.55
Buckles, Etc. p.85



HONFICTION
ZANE GREY

THOMAS H. PAULY, UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
PRESS, $34.95, HARDCOVER; 800-537-5487.

Rare are authors like Jack London and Papa Hemingway,
whose lives turned out to be as interesting as their books. But
Zane Grey is another one of them. Owen Wister “invented” the
Western story as we know it with his novel The Virginian. But

it was Grey who became the most popular writer in America by

the 1920s, and one of the richest, thanks to a long run of
formula Westerns such as his Riders of the Purple Sage. Critics
hated his work, calling it “drivel,” but the American public, both
Easterners trapped in ugly cities and smalltown Midwesterners who
revered the past, ate up his novels and begged for more of the same.
Pauly’s subtitle gives away the secret of this best-selling author—
“His Life, His Adventures, His Women.” Grey’s wholesome rangeland
romances raised no eyebrows in shock. But the author, a world-
famous deep-sea fisherman, was also, secretly, a world-class
womanizer. Not only was he as promiscuous as the proverbial
alleycat, he chose his many mistresses from his long-suffering wife’s
young friends and even relatives. Grey swore that he needed the
excitement of girlfriends, as well as swordfish, to inspire his writing.
His saintly, or naive, wife apparently believed him. There is as much
on angling and love affairs in this biography as there is on writing
and the West of a century ago. But this is the real, long-hidden story
of the writer, warts and all. —RICHARD H. DILLON

THE LEGACY OF CONQUEST

PATRICIA NELSON LIMERICK, W.W. NORTON, $16.96,
SOFTCOVER; 800-233-4830.

Limerick first wrote in this book, nearly 20 years ago,
that she’d probably change her mind about some of the
points she raised. And she has. Her reconsideration of
leaving out the fur trade and other slights, addressed in a
new foreword, is done with grace and eloquence, and
positions her as a historian who is not above reconsidering her
earlier beliefs. That also happens to be the crux of her thesis on the
“New Western History,” which she argues should combat the
stereotypes of noble savages and pioneers, and aim at informing
Americans about how conquest tested the ideals of the U.S. and still
shapes events today. Limerick’s humor and powerful narrative goes
a long way in proving that the American West is not
“inconsequential” and is worthy of reexamination. —MEGHAN SAAR

FULLERTON’S RANGERS

CHUCK HORNUNG, MCFARLAND & CO., $45, HARDCOVER;
800-253-2187.

Hornung put nearly 40 years into studying New Mexico’s answer to
the Texas Rangers, and the result is the first book to cover the
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Hot off the press.

“Ambitious dreamers . . . are at the heart of
this tale by an author who can turn a gritty
phrase into poetry.”

Mounted Police. The remarkable amount of information is
dulled by organizational problems and a herky-jerky flow.
Yet, this is an important contribution to Old West history.
And the foreword is priceless—written by the last of the
Mounted Police, Fred Lambert, prior to his death in 1971.
His advice to Hornung: “Tell the truth, my friend. Tell it like
it was with no dime novel heroics.” Fred, your pal was true
to your charge. —MARK BOARDMAN

BEST OF THE BADMEN

BOYD MAGERS, BOB NAREAU & BOBBY
COPELAND, EMPIRE PUBLISHING, $30,
HARDCOVER; 336-427-5850.

Here’s the ultimate encyclopedia of old B-Western

bad guys. Photographs and mini-biographies of 315

actors who ever snarled a line at our white-hatted

heroes are accompanied by a list of some of the

best films they appeared in while wearing that nasty black hat. Some
of these men who were heavies early in their careers went on to
become good guys themselves, such as Glenn Strange, Paul Fix and
Ward Bond, but they had first generated notice in their more
villainous roles. Many of the names of these colorful characters may
not be familiar to you, but if you're a fan of the oldies, their photos
will immediately take you back to those Saturday afternoons when
you watched them all bite the dust while trying to outwit our fringed
and spangled heroes. This book is a real treat. —CHUCK LEWIS

THE NATURAL SUPERIORITY OF MULES

JOHN HAUER, LYONS PRESS, $29.95, HARDCOVER;
800-243-0495.

As such books go, this is not your average miners’
mule rendition. This coffee table-size picture book has
the greatest photography I have ever seen. There is a
photo of a mule team pulling a wagon that would put
Budweiser advertising to shame! Included among the
photos are great essays, history, anecdotes and
personal observations from a distinguished group of
experts, with one thing in common: their love of the
mule. It shows in this unexpected special treat. —LINDA WOMMACK

MY EVER DEAR CHARLIE: LETTERS HOME
FROM THE DAKOTA TERRITORY

EDITED BY ARTHUR GIBBS DRAPER, GLOBE PEQUOT PRESS,
$12.95, SOFTCOVER; 800-243-0495.

The Charles Draper family homesteaded on the Dakota plains from
1886-87, a year with a notoriously ruinous winter. Snow fell in
November and temperatures were -40 degrees through March. In
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order to meet the “proving” requirements of the 1862

Homestead Act for her husband’s quarter section of

rangeland, Fanny Draper lived in a sod hut with six

children, her elderly father and her “put-upon”
brother. Her husband spent most of the year at his bank job in
Missouri, supplying the funds that kept the cupboards full.
Nonetheless, the letters Fanny and the others wrote home attest to
her wit, fortitude and resourcefulness as the head of the family. The
letters never seem mundane and are a keen addition to the personal
narratives of the homestead era. She wrote to Charles while
bouncing a crying baby on her hip or by lamplight in a dark hut
covered with snow. The ill-advised venture only lasted a year, yet her
attitude from the beginning was: “altogether it is not pleasant but
there are parts that I enjoy.” —CYNTHIA GREEN

FROM DOMINANCE TO DISAPPEARANCE

F. TODD SMITH, UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA PRESS, $59.95,
HARDCOVER; 800-755-1105.

Here we have, at last, the first really comprehensive survey of the
history of all Indians of Texas, including tribes that spilled over into
Louisiana and Oklahoma (but not New Mexico). Of course, the

Comanches, the so-called Lords of the Plains thanks
to their horsemanship and tribal dominance, loom
large in this account. But also covered are tribal
people ranging from the coastal and cannibalistic
Karankawas and natives whom we normally
associate with other areas, such as Caddos, Wichitas
and Cherokees. All that’s left behind today are the
handful of Alabama-Coushattas in East Texas and the Tiguas near El
Paso. This book is a valuable reference source, but it does not read
like a popular narrative history. It will be hard going for anyone who
isn’t reading it as a scholar. —RICHARD H. DILLON

FICTION
THE FIRE ARROW

RICHARD S. WHEELER, FORGE, $24.95, HARDCOVER;
888-330-8477.

Wheeler’s great strength as a Western writer is derived
from excellent historical research combined with his
ability to teach. His Indian characters come alive in

San Juan Bonanza
Western Colorado’s
Mining Legacy
Photographs by John L. Ninnemann
Duane A. Smith
A collaborative photo-history of the
natural beauty of the narrow-gauge
railroads and mountain trails leading
to the San Juan Mountains’ mining
camps, boomtowns, and ghost towns.

0-8263-3578-0 HARDCOVER *24.95 A Travel Guide to

the Plains Indian Wars

. Stan Hoi
Puebloan Ruins of the an ol

This history and guidebook is composed of two parts:

Southwest
Arthur H. Rohn
William M. Ferguson
Puebloan Ruins of the Southwest offers
over 325 color photos showing Puebloan
culture from its prehistoric beginnings
through twenty-five hundred years of
growth and change, ending with the
modern-day Pueblo Indians of New
Mexico and Arizona.
0-8263-3969-7 HARDCOVER *60.00
0-8263-3970-0 PAPERBACK *34.95

first, narratives of the Plains Indian conflicts and, second,
directions to battle sites in Colorado, Kansas, Montana,
Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota,
Texas, and Wyoming.

0-8263-3934-4 PAPERBACK ®21.95

Bernard Plossu’s New Mexico

Photographs by Bernard Plossu
Gilles Mora
Foreword by Edward T. Hall
A remarkable collection of New Mexico images by one
of today’s best-known French photographers.
0-8263-4006-7 PAPERBACK *29.”
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this latest tale about Barnaby Skye, an Englishman who makes his
home in North America. Married to a Crow Indian woman, Skye
saves her life after a murderous raid on their camp by a Blackfoot
war party. Skye must defend the helpless woman, who is near death,
while battling winter storms as well as two- and four-legged killers on
the prowl. Adding to Skye’s trouble are whiskey peddlers trading
deadly, strychnine-laced brew to the Indians who can’t resist
temptation. Wheeler fans will enjoy this fast-paced adventure.
—PHYLLIS MORREALE-DE LA GARZA

DREAMS TO DUST: A TALE OF
THE OKLAHOMA LAND RUSH

SHELDON RUSSELL, UNIVERSITY OF
OKLAHOMA PRESS, $26.95, HARDCOVER;
800-627-7377.

The overnight birth of Guthrie, Oklahoma, and
the ambitious dreamers who helped deliver it, are
at the heart of this tale by an author who can turn
a gritty phrase into poetry. The multitude of characters who weave
their way throughout this story are presented with all the failings of
those who rush to the opening of free land anywhere. Almost

depressing in its portrayal of the crudeness and realities of life with
lawyers, newspapermen, land-grabbers, whores, murderers, thieves,
Indians, blacks, orphans and lonely women, the book is nevertheless
irresistible and hard to put down. It’s an intriguing story with some
earthy human insight and well worth the read. The single distraction in
this historical novel is that if it wasn't for the author’s note at the end
of the book, you would never know what years this all

takes place. —CHUCK LEWIS

DEATH RIDES A RED HORSE

COTTON SMITH, LEISURE BOOKS, $5.99, SOFTCOVER;
212-725-8811.

The Bar K Ranch owes its hardy growth to the stalwart

Kerry brothers. Luther, the eldest, is slow but

dependable. Cole, the youngest, is a former outlaw. Their middle
brother Ethan is blind. The Kerry brothers join forces when a
border ruffian, Victorio Gee, and his gang raid Uvalde, Texas, and
kidnap Cole’s young wife. Ethan’s bullet-studded campaign
hounds Gee relentlessly until the injured Cole gets his Kathleen
back. Then comes the holiday season, which Gee plans to
celebrate by decimating the Bar K. Facing him, the three brothers

AMERICAN

FREE BOOK

CATALOGUE

w

Write for our latest
catalogue of fine books

w

BENNETT-WALLS COMPANY
P.O. Drawer 1 ¢ Dept WST

A new novel by Robert Maddox. . .

he year is 1844 and the
Clayspring family heads
west over the Oregon Trail
but their wagontrain is
attacked by a band of hostile
natives just one day’s
journey from Fort Hall. The
family is separated and one
brother is forced to search
the regions of the North
Country for a lost family
member. The Great
Northern’s vast territory
and formidable enemies
challenge the young man
with the journey of his life.
Follow the trail into the
Land of the Flatheads.

THE GREAT NORTHERN:
LanD oF T™E FLATHEADS

by Robert Maddox

available at
rogueriverpublications.com

and amazon.com

Rotan, Texas 79546

336 pages: Hardcover $25.00
Softcover $18.00

Email: rrp@ojai.net * Phone: (805) 640-1851
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Largest Old West Store And Online Catalog

~ We have the largest selection of Wah Maker

, clothing in the world. Men's and ladies'

| clothing, boots, accessories, hats, gun leather,
7 and much much more!

Don't miss our Bargain Corral and New Items!
Hundreds of items updated weekly!

www.wildwestmercantile.com

7302 E. Main Street Dept. TW ¢ Mesa, AZ 85207
PHONE 800-596-0444 or (480) 218-1181 « FAX 888-528-5487

e ROUDEBUSH ¢,

www.roudebushco.com

This authentic reproduction of an
old west Buckboard Bench sits two
adults comfortably. Your name or
Ranch can be Laser Engraved on the
backboard along with the motif of
your choice,(pick one of ours, or send
us your brand). Available in cherry,
oak, and poplar with the stain of your RE,AX .}L’<
choice. Measures 42” x 22” with SPRL 1GS
regular seat height.

Buckboard Bench- $310.00
(Includes Laser Cut personalization)
Build-it-yourself hardware
components only- $59.00
Plus shipping, (UPS)

The Roudebush Company e 5831 South State Road 119 e P.O.Box 348 e Star City, In. 46985
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stand ready for a Christmas in Hell.
Cotton Smith’s Bar K bids fair to become
a harder-edged Flying U. (That ranch
was made famous by Bertha M. Bower’s
1906 novel.) —WILLIAM GARWOOD

MY HEROES HAVE
ALWAYS BEEN
COWBOYS

GEORGINA GENTRY, TERESA
BODWELL & LORRAINE
HEATH, KENSINGTON
BOOKS, $12.95, SOFTCOVER;
877-422-3665.

Three authors offer separate stories of
finding love in the Old West, all with the
leading role being a female. The first story
is of a young runaway who sets out to win
the monetary prize in a horse race for men
only. Winning the race dressed as a man,
she finds love among the competition. The
second story line follows Isabelle, who
works in a saloon and can’t cook or clean,
but falls in love with the owner and deals
with heartache. The final story is of strong-
willed and cocky Andrea, who, as a writer,
is looking for more than the next story and
finds it with the local sheriff. Traditional
Romance novels have now entered into
the Old West. —LINDA WOMMACK

HOLMES ON THE
RANGE

STEVE HOCKENSMITH, ST.
MARTIN'S PRESS, $22.95,
HARDCOVER; 212-674-5151.

Heading across Montana’s

Big Sky Country, brothers

Big Red and Old Red
Amlingmeyer ride into a mystery when
they sign on as ranch hands at the British-
owned Bar VR Ranch, which is
mismanaged by a conniving Englishman
and ramrodded by a vicious foreman.
When a murdered headman’s snitch gets a
bullet hole through the head in a two-holer
outhouse, Sherlock devotee Old Red puts
his deductive skills to work. The Master
would have been proud of his follower’s
expertise in clues and bullets. With Big Red
as Old Red’s Dr. Watson, should there be
more such tales? Why, the answer is an
elementary yes! —WILLIAM GARWOOD

To order these books, visit twmag.com
for the resource guide.




Heuw book on the Apaches!

Did you know that 11 Apaches were awarded
the Medal of Honor? That there were 2 Dutchy’s
and 2 Diablos? Noche was the only scout to
reach the rank of Sgt. Major?
Includes: Photos of the Apache Kid and Massi,
family related groups and a map of all the
Apache Groups and more.

$18

(plus $4 S/H)

Send to: Toby Giese » P.0. Box 11576
Kansas City, MO 64134

All books autographed.

Help promote pattiotism
in Ametican gouth.

30% of SOARR sales go to schools as
grants to promote patriotism and improve
the teaching of history to America’s youth.

The Other Son
& Ripples in
the Water
Set—$25 plus $6
S&H
An uplifting journey
of personal growth,
faith, and the power
of the human spirit.
Set in Montana
during the Great
Depression.

“Moki” in
barnwood/rope frame:
11x14"—$75
16x20"-$125

$16 S&H

Western Prints,
matted or framed;
Also note cards

& posters.

www.soarr.org

970-677-2614
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WE HAVE EVERYTHING
FOR THE 1880°’S
PERIOD COWBOY!

Hats, Boots, Gun Leather, Spurs,
Clothing, Saddles, and Much More!

1-800-242-HATS

Visit our web site!
tontorim.com

5028 North Highway 31
Seymour, IN 47274

1-888-301-1967

Thia Mun<Tusucen Ciawy
* Available in Five Flavors

* Pleasant Tasfing
and Satisfying

* Safe and
Non-Addictive

* Contains No Tobacco or Nicotine
* All Natural

ORIGINAL - CINNAMON - WINTERGREEN
HIBISCUS-GINGER « LICORICE MINT

Now you can enjoy the

pleasure of chewing tobacco
without the risk!

Golisioot, e,

Call for FREE Samples - 1-800-736-8749
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GALLERY GIFT SHOP PRINTS CALENDARS CARDS

CurtisLithos.com

EDWARD S. CURTIS
[.ITHOGRAPHS
Gallery-quality lithographs plus calendars,
note cards and bookmarks. Fifty different

images available — framed or unframed.
Each image tells a powerful story.

CurtisLithos.com
For special orders Call: (206) 730-7566




=-D Dickinson Cattle Co. Inc.

35500 Muskrat TW * Barnesville, OH 43713

740-758-5050
www.head2tail.com/skulls/index.shtml

Skulls are the ultimate in
western décor. Collect real
home-grown Texas Longhorn
skulls for an added touch of the
historic. Cleaned, polished and
ready to hang on your wall.
The world’s major
producer and supplier

of authentic Texas
Longhorn skulls.

GREAT TRAILERS,
GREAT PRICES

WITH SELECTIONS OF ALUMINUM
AND ALL-GALVANIZED TRAILERS.

CALL FOR A DEALER NEAREST YOU

(800) 742-7047

First produced in the 1940’s,
Texas-based True West has
faithfully recreated the original
heavy roll rim design and colors of
this #1 Cowboy Classic China.

Made in the USA.
Dishwasher and microwave safe.

Call or write for
FREE brochure & price list

972-636-7922

P.0. Box 441
Royse City, Texas 75189

www.truewesthome.com
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Handcrafted by
“Cowboy Hall of Famer”
BUD CARDOS

Custom Orders

All items are handcrafted,no two are alike.

Each piece is an individual work of art.

Call for a brochure and price list
1-800-601-5334

W TEXAS GUNSLINGER

P.O. Box 171861 ¢ Arlington TX 76003-1861
Toll free 877-668-4440

‘Pistolero’
$159.95

Suede lined ¢ 24 Bullet loops
Tan or Dark Brown

Made of only the
finest leather. Fits
‘most revolvers.

Large stock, other
styles and colors,
single and double rigs.
Priced from $129.95.

Satisfaction Guaranteed ¢ Prompt Delivery

Georgia’s
Doc Holliday

This exciting new book
offers a look at the early
life of one of the most
famous of all the Old
West gunfighters. Read
about his life in Georgia
where he grew up; his
only true love; his life
out West; and much
more. Visit his former
haunts and learn what
remnants from this fa-
mous gunman’s days still exist both in the
West and in Georgia. Contains scores of
historic photos - including Doc’s lost love
Martha Anne “Mattie” Holliday. Full Name
& Subject Indexes. Softbound.

$19.95 + $4.50 shipping
VISA & MASTERCARD Accepted

Whippoorwill Publications
Roswell, GA 30075

Order Toll-Free:
877-673-4063

www.georgiahistory.ws/books

Own a Legend

Ride a Western Morgan

Phil Sheridan and George Custer did
So did Tom Mix and Rex Allen

Here’s your opportunity to own a legend. Antigua
Morgans are linebred descendants of the best Army
Remount and western ranch bloodstock . . . carefully
brought along in the California vaquero tradition by
Paul Dietz, True West’s 2003 Trainer of the Year.

For more information on how to own a legend
contact us.

Antigua Morgans ° 602.323.0494  Phoenix, AZ
www.AntiguaMorgans.com

Antigua Morgans
/W\ proudly wear the

Condor brand

Spring Special!

or send to:

1ot
wDE
pow

DENNIS A. YODER
CUSTOM LEATHER

610-562-8161
525 Williams Street % Hamburg, PA 19526
21/2 miles East of Cabela’s % www.yodercustomleather.com
E-Mail: yoder@enter.net % SASS #14879 The Mad Tanner
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www.ranksmercantile.com

Women'’s Clothing | Men'’s Clothing | Jewelry | Accessories

GUNSMOKE

An American Institution

“I thought that
Gunsmoke was a
terrific show to be
on, and I didn’t
know it then, but
some of the
happiest years
of my life were
on that show.”

—Burt Re ld:
www.50yearsofGunsmoke.com
To order your book call:

866-471-0777 or 480-940-8182
www.FiveStarPublications.com

Own a piece of Texas history!

The 2006 Former Texas Rangers
Foundation Calendar
Limited Edition of 500

* Vintage Photographs *

* Legendary Texas Rangers of Yesterday
and Today *

* Important Dates in Texas Ranger History *

Order Your Copy While Supplies Last!

0]

Ruxton’s Trading Post

Some o it ot o rimod ot o ot oo oot

# 600 Cowboy Hats * Cowboy Boots %
* Novelties and Curiosities
# Cowhide Rugs *

On the way to the Cog Railway Station

Ruxton’s Trading Post
22 Ruxton Ave.
Manitou Springs, CO 80829

719-685-9024 + www.ruxtons.com
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“( GOOD TIME STOVE CO. ;i

Est. 1973

Sara, the Stove Princess, says, “Put a genuine
antique range in your home on the range.”

Genuine Antique Stoves

Heating Stoves/Cooking Ranges
Wood/Coal/Gas

Conversions to Gas & Electric
Available to all Models

The historic Longhorn is not only a
breed of the past, but now a major
lean meat contributor, meeting the
health-conscious needs of the future.
The DCCI herd is hardy, colorful,
big-horned, gentle & true to type.
For sale: Breeding stock, embryos &
frozen semen. Delivery anywhere.
Write for information on starting
your own herd.

Longhorn Sire DVD or video
$8.00 p.p. =D

Dickinson Cattle Co. Inc.

35500 Muskrat TW ¢ Barnesville, OH 43713

Vi 1-888 282-7506 4 740-758-5050
Web Catalog On-Line ¢ hitp://'wwwitexaslonghorn.com
www.goodtimestove.com info@texaslonghorn.com
wild Bill | | Bargain Books
Hickok
Vs
Dave
Tutt
AP
Maze Creek
Studio
Limited Edition Print - $50 - 18" X 28" - www.andythomas.com 800-432-1581
Old West & History Buffs...
A Booklover’s Goldmine!
eSave up to 80% on your “must
read” list. Thousands of titles at
bargain prices starting at $2.95.
*History Books galore! Plus The
West, Biographies, Science, Nature
and Sports—67 subject areas to
browse. Something for everyone.
Free catalog:
1-800-677-3483
Edward R. Hamilton, Bookseller
2200 Oak, Falls Village, CT 06031-5000
Visit us at www.erhbooks.com/gtt
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WEARABLE WESTER ART

cogen for EPamJoerec{ Pets & CPeqpfe cogen

¢ Custom dog collars for your canine pardner.

Products
e Jewelry designes to inspire you.
GOEX * SWISS BLACK Visit us at www.crownjules.net
POWDER CrownJules Designs ¢ Cave Creek, Arizona

877-617-8525

WE SHIP MIXED 5, 10 & 25# CASES

COPPERSTATE
1-877-833-1799 CowBOY

“Where the Old West
meets the New West”

Cowboy & Horse Collectibles

) 928-668-1001
Clarksville, AR 72830 Toll Free 866-388-1001

arenasw @ cox.net

1861 N. College Ave.

Ray & Bonnie Arena

www.powderinc.com Cowboyologists
N 170 N. Frontier St.
powderinc@centurytel.net Wickenburg, AZ 85390

www.copperstatecowboy.net

5

Make your mark with . . .

For the
ran s finest in

Vintage
and

= Bst. 1964 =0 Western

< Apparel

B for Men,
Personalized miniature i‘lvlld

branding irons— omen
Hand made .00 Men’s Formal Wear

on a Texas Ranch Frock Coats ® Tuxedos ® Slacks
Vogt Silversmith

For more information about our products, Buckles ¢ Belts ¢ Jewelry

call toll free Schaefer Outfitter
(888) 588-7284 Ranch Wear

Retro Western
Or visit us on the web at

g www.sloanbrands.com www.SilverJ.com

/\

(wmag.com

Check out our new design and

707-778-0870 expanded content.
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ASK THE MARSHALL

What do you know about the children of
Cynthia Ann Parker, the woman who was
taken captive by the Comanches in 1836
and returned to her family in 1860?

Linda A. Young
Buffalo, Texas

Cynthia lost several children during
childbirth, according to legend. Child
mortality rates were high during that time.
Three children survived but only the great
Comanche leader, Quanah, lived to
adulthood. The little girl, Topsanah or
“Prairie Flower,” died about three years
after Cynthia was returned to her family.
Another son, her youngest, Pecos or
“Peanut,” remained with her husband Peta
Nacona. Peta, who never took another wife,
died from an infected wound, and the boy
succumbed to disease in the mid-1860s.

Cynthia never readjusted to life with the
whites after nearly 25 years living as a

Comanche. She
frequently—and
unsuccessfully—tried to
return to the tribe. She also
scarified her breasts in self-
mutilation and prayed to
Comanche spirits. Cynthia
allegedly died in the 1870s.

Cynthia Ann Parker (left)
raised three children, but
only her son Quanah lived to
adulthood.

— ALL IMAGES TRUE WEST ARCHIVES —

Where can I find information on the outlaw
known as “The Last Train Robber?”

Troy Carlisle
Tulsa, Oklahoma

You must be talking about Bill Carlisle.
He robbed the Union Pacific for the first
time in February 1916. His modus operandi:
Force the porter to walk through the
Pullman car, gathering valuables from the
passengers as he went. His scheme worked
so well that he committed robberies a
couple more times in the following months.
During the third holdup, Carlisle sprained
his ankle while getting off the train, and a
posse ran him down along the banks of the
North Platte River. He was tried, convicted

and sentenced to prison. He escaped in
1919 by hiding in a packing crate being
shipped out of the prison workshop.

By November of that year, he was back

to his old tricks-but his luck was again bad.

He tried to hold up a train near Medicine
Bow, Wyoming, but he messed with the
wrong passengers, soldiers who were
returning from WW 1. A guard jumped him,
and Bill accidentally shot himself in the
hand. He briefly got away before being
captured at a miner’s cabin near Estabrook.

Back in prison, Bill decided to go
straight. After his release, he settled in
Kemmerer, where he opened a cigar store
and later a gas station and cafe. He
frequently regaled his customers with hair-
raising stories of his days as an outlaw. He
died in 1964.

For his take on his career, check out
his 1946 autobiography, Bill Carlisle:
Lone Bandit.

In the early 1950s, Smiley Burnette came
to Burnham Drive-in Theater in Burnham,
Pennsylvania, and children were
photographed with him, My mother
refused to buy my photo. Are there any
negatives/photos in a collection?

Connie Solano
Pearce, Arizona

When these movie stars went on tour
and posed for photographs with fans, the
photos were sold by the photographer,
who shared proceeds with the star. Photos
that were unsold at the end of the session
were tossed. I'm afraid your souvenir is
long gone.

Smiley Burnette played sidekick to Charles
Starrett (the “Durango Kid”) in numerous
films, such as the 1952 Smoky Canyon.

TRUE 92 WEST

BY MARSHALL TRIMBLE

Marshall Trimble is Arizona’s official

historian. His books include The

Arizona Trilogy and Law of the Gun.

If you have a question, write: Ask the Marshall,
PO Box 8008, Cave Creek, AZ 85327 or e-mail him at
marshall.trimble@sccmail. maricopa.edu

(Can you tell me more about Western
novelist Frank 0'Rourke?

Peter Hast
Krefeld, Germany

Frank O'Rourke (1916-1989) had a long
and distinguished career spanning four
decades. He published more than 60 works
of fiction, including sports novels,
Westerns and Mysteries in his early career.
In later years, O'Rourke wrote novels
about mid-Western America and
contemporary satires. The Southwestern
Library Association honored him with its
1958-59 award for his historical novel
about New Mexico, The Far Mountains.

Lee Marvin starred in The Professionals,
which was based on a Frank O’Rourke novel.

Many of O'Rourke’s books were
extremely popular, spending several weeks
on bestseller lists in the 1950s-60s. Among
the motion pictures made out of his books
is the 1966 classic adventure film, The
Professionals, based on his novel, A Mule
for the Marquesa.

My cowboy uncle from Arizona told me
he used to clean his clothes after a cattle
drive by putting them on an anthill. Was
he telling me the truth?

True West

B Bust
pronco Duster Forum

Yup, your uncle was right. Cowboys often




cleaned their clothes by placing them on
an anthill as it helped get rid of lice and
other pests. Kit Carson wrote in his
autobiography about a trail ride during
inclement weather. He holed up in a tipi,
and when he awoke the next morning, his
clothes were full of lice. He took them off
and laid them over an anthill—the ants
picked it clean in no time.

Or there’s the method suggested by
my uncle when I was a little kid. He
recommended taking a razor and shaving
a path down the middle of your chest.
Then he told me to set the unshaven side
on fire and, using an ice pick, stab the
little suckers as they flee. Thankfully, I
was never so dumb as to try his method.

Did Buffalo Bill Cody ever ride for the
Pony Express?

Glenn Miller
North English, lowa

For help with this question, I contacted
Lynn Houze, assistant curator at the
Buffalo Bill Historical Center in Cody,
Wyoming. Lynn says it appears to be a tall
tale as she knows of no concrete proof
that Cody worked for the Pony Express.

Cody himself never mentioned riding
with the Pony until 1874, several years
after the fact. The famous showman was
known to embellish his stories. W.J.
Ghent wrote of Cody, “He dealt with
facts in a large, free way, and he had a
tendency after he became famous to
make himself the central figure in the
episodes he recounted.”

Some historians believe that Cody
rode as a local courier and used that
experience to paint his life as a Pony
Express rider.

The story
about Buffalo
Bill and his
Pony Express
days was
included in
the Big Little
Book library
published in
the 1930s.

Legendary Outlaws

Double Feature - Vol.1 . T red
The Great Jesse James Raid & Renegade Girl Fll' S t Time [}ap t{l /
#UPF-544TW l ww  on Home Video:

Volumd

Legendary Outlaws
Double Feature - Vol.2

Return of Jesse James & Gunfire
#KPF-545TW

Legendary Outlaws Double Feature - Vol.3

The Dalton Gang & | Shot Billy the Kid
#KPF-546TW

Catch em all in..

Legenpary QutLaws-CoLLEcTOR’S SET
Contains ALL 3 VOLUMES in ONE SET! —

Just s2 999 #KPF-54TTW

800-331-4077
www.vcient.com

D. WYATT TAYLOR

Fine Limited Edition Prints of the Old West!

“Deadly Approach in Tombstone” (Doc, Morgan, Wyatt & Virgil-October, 1881)
Overall Paper Size 22"x 3012" Each Print Signed and Numbered by the Artist
750 s/n Limited Edition Prints-$50.00/ea.. * 75 s/n Artist's Proofs-$75.00/ca.

Call Toll Free: 1-877-DWT4ART (398-4278) Outside USA (520) 886-1134

$7.00 Shipping Within USA ® ‘ Framed Prints Also Available!
(Most Orders) G 4

Visit us at our website: www.dwyatttaylor.com
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BY THE EDITORS

What's it Like to Live There?

Carson City, Nevada—True West's #3 True Western Town.

To encourage our readers to visit this
year’s winners of our Top 10 True
Western Towns award announced in
Jan/Feb, each issue will showcase the
local flavor at one of these towns.

Carson City, Nevada, became a thriving
commercial center, thanks to the Comstock
Lode—the largest silver find in history—that
brought thousands of miners to what would
become the state capital in 1864. When the
Comstock mines began to decline in the
1880s, development shifted to the freight and
timber industries, with the help of the Virginia
& Truckee Railroad. The train traveled from
Virginia City’s silver mines to Carson City’s
mills, and this route will reopen again in 2009.

What’s the latest story everyone’s
gossiping about? Construction beginning
on the new freeway bypass, the future
Interstate 580, linking Carson City to Reno.

Best Cowboy Bar: Genoa Bar (above) at
Main and Mill Streets in nearby Genoa. Built
by J.A. Livingston as Livingston’s Exchange,
this bar is Nevada’s oldest drink parlor in
the state’s oldest town. (Sorry, Delta Saloon
in Virginia City. If you move, you lose.)

What do locals think about Virginia
City? Everyone enjoys Virginia City.

What historic site do most of the
schoolchildren visit?: Children’s Museum
of Northern Nevada (813 N. Carson Street).

Best Attraction: Nevada State Museum
(600 N. Carson Street).

Best Bookstore: Dog-Eared Books (361
Fairview Drive).

Best Western Art Gallery: Great Basin
Gallery & Frame (110 S. Curry Street).

Best Route
to Historic
Downtown:
Take Main
Street and
g0 west on
Washington.

Where do the locals eat?: Red’s Old 395
Grill (1055 S. Carson Street) and Thurman’s
Ranch House (2943 Hwy 50 East) for a
great Western barbeque.

What’s the most popular local event?:
Nevada Day Parade (above)—always a huge
celebration; held this year on October 28.

What does an average home cost?
$300,000-400,000.

Where’s the best spot to view wildlife?:
Carson River, where you can find the
threatened Lahontan cutthroat trout. In the
river canyon, you'll find mule deer, black
bear, golden eagles and mountain lions.

The Carson City Rendezvous on June
10-12 is not enough for me, where can
I join other re-enactors locally?:
Contact Ben “Kryer” Merrell from the
Eagle Valley Muzzleloaders at 775-883-
7736; P.O. Box 3444, Carson City, NV 89702.

Where should train buffs go when they
come to Carson City? Nevada State
Railroad Museum (below; 2180 S. Carson
Street) and ride the train in Virginia City.

Historic Restoration Plans: Rebuild of
the Virginia & Truckee Railroad. Officials
hope to have the train operating between
Virginia City and Carson City in 2009. Visit
steamtrain.org to find out more.

A
<l

P

Special thanks to Jim Benson of Benson’s Feed & Tack
store for sharing his love of the town with us.
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COLLECTORS

INSURANCE

Specialized insurance for
western collectibles by
people who care.

* Sample rates: $3,000 for $12, $10,000 for $40,
$25,000 for $106, $50,000 for $216, $100,000 for
$316, $200,000 for $476. Above $200,000, rate is
$1.60 per $1,000.

* Our insurance carrier is AM Best's rated A+
(Superior).

* We insure all kinds of western collectibles.
“One-stop” service for practically everything you col-
lect.

* Replacement value. We use expert help valu-
ing collectible losses. Consumer friendly service:
Our office handles your loss—you won't deal with a
big insurer who doesn't know collectibles.

¢ Detailed inventory and/or professional appraisal
not required. Collectors list items over $5,000, deal-
ers no listing required.

* See our website (or call, fax, e-mail us) for full
information, including standard exclusions.

Get A Rate Quote! Call Toll Free:
1-888-837-953 « Fax: (410) 876-9233 T

; e =
Collectlbles
Insurance Agency
P.0. Box 1200-TW

Westminster MD 21158
E-Mail: info@insurecollectibles.com

www.collectinsure.com




TW CLASSIFIEDS

TW CLASSIFIEDS

AMATEUR ACTING

COWBOY MOVIE STARS WANTED. Star in
your own old-time movie. Mosey over to
www.millerosa.com to find out more.

ATIOUES

VINTAGE MOVIE POSTERS “WESTERNS”,
“COWBOYS”, John Wayne, Clint Eastwood,
Roy, Gene and Hoppy etc. Investment quality.
Sizes up to 81" x 81". Also, affordable
reprints. Great decorations. Till Goodan
cowboy prints circa 1939. Toll free 888-779-
3337 or 303-443-5542. See online catalog.
vintageposters.com
email:inquire@vintageposters.com. Fax 303-
545-9644. P.0.Box 341 Boulder, CO 80306.

ANTIQUE POCKET WATCHES. All restored
with Guarantee. Sales and Repair. Call for
Watch List. PA. 814-342-3709.

RUDID/VIDED

B-WESTERNS, T.V. WESTERNS, SERIALS.
Free catalog. 972-221-2622. 1869 College
Parkway, Lewisville, TX 75077.

BOOKS/MAGALZINES

WESTERN MAGAZINES—Buy, sell, trade
back issues of True West & other Western
magazines. Large selection of out-of-print
titles, including rare issues. Free list
(specify subject you are looking for). Larry
J. Walker, Magazine House, P.0. Box 36
Dept. T, La Pine, OR, 97739, 541-536-5227 or
E-mail: lwalker @magazinehouse.us /
www.magazinehouse.us

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGS OF
WESTERN FICTION hard covers and
paperbacks—Bower, Raine, Seltzer, Tuttle,
Curwood, etc. Canford, Drawer 216W,
Freeville, NY 13068.

READ SOMETHING WESTERN TODAY by
the members of Western Writers of America
who write the best in Western Fiction,
Nonfiction, and Poetry.
www.westernwriters.org

EVENTS

WILD WEST FESTIVAL—September 22-24.
Phoenix, AZ. Great Vendor Rates 623-444-
7121. www.wildwesternfestival.com

LODGING/TRAVEL

1891 “TRUE” WESTERN HOTEL &
SALOON, OURAY, COLORADO. Available
daily or rent the entire hotel for your private
wedding, reunion, gunfight, or film
production. Ghost town scenic mountain jeep
tours, hot springs, Silverton train packages,
catering, all on site. 1-888-624-8403.
www.HistoricWesternHotel.com

GOLD PROSPECTING MAPS
WWW.GOLDMAPS.COM

MIGCELLANEDDS

COLLECTOR CASE COMPANY. Quality
Display Cases. For catalog call 1-800-553-5294
toll free or visit www.collectorcasecompanynet

6 OLD TIME OUTLAW POSTERS only $6.95.
You will be pleased or your money back.
Copelands, Box 778, Colfax, CA 95713

(other posters avail).

BUFFALO ARMS CO. Firearms and shooting
supplies for old and obsolete guns. Cowboy
leather goods and books. Catalog $3.00. 660
Vermeer Ct., Ponderay, ID 83852.
www.buffaloarms.com

REAL EGTATE

DEFAULTS/FORECLOSURES. Open
Range—40 to 320 acres. WY & SD. Call Judy
at 714-435-0324.
www.Yellowstonemortgageco.com or
info@yellowstonemortgageco.com
HISTORIC WORTLEY HOTEL FOR SALE!
$389,000 includes all equipment and
antiques-7 rooms.
www.lincolnnewmexico.com / 877-Wortley.

COUNTRY WESTERN SINGLES—The place
to meet Western singles like you. Join now!
www.cwsingles.com

TICHETS

TICKETS: Western States Ticket Service
National Finals Rodeo—December 2005 Las
Vegas, Nevada. Houston Live Stock
Show/Rodeo—March 2006 Houston, Texas.
Pro Bull Riders Final—October/November
2006 Las Vegas, Nevada. 800-326-0331.
www.rodeotickets.com

WESTERN WERR

ESPINOZABOOTMAKER.COM—Old-time
boots, any size, handmade to order—
brochure on request. 602-263-8164, 4409 N.
16th St., Phoenix, AZ 85016.

AMERICAN INDIAN, COWBOY, and
frontiersmen deerskin clothing, moccasins,
weapons, accessories. Catalog $3.00.
Tecumseh’s Trading Post, 140 West
Yellowstone Avenue, Cody, WY 82414.
Website: www.tecumsehs.com

CALL 888-687-1881 TO ADVERTISE!
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SPUR AWARD

Loren D. Estleman collects his fifth Spur
from Western Writers of America this year,
while Willard Wyman is honored with two
Spurs for his first novel. True West
congratulates all of this year’s winners, who
will be honored at the WWA convention
during June 13-17 in Cody, Wyoming.

High Country: A Novel by Willard Wyman of
LaHonda, California, published by University of
Oklahoma Press. Spur: Novel of the West; Best
First Novel.

Camp Ford: A Western Story by Johnny D. Boggs
of Santa Fe, New Mexico, published by Five Star
Publishing. Spur: Tie for Western Novel.

The Undertaker’s Wife by Loren D. Estleman of
Whitmore Lake, Michigan, published by Forge.
Spur: Tie for Western Novel.

Dakota by Matt Braun of Winsted, Connecticut,
published by St. Martin’s Press. Spur: Original
Paperback Novel.

Chief Joseph: Guardian of the People by Candy
Moulton of Encampment, Wyoming, published by
Forge. Spur: Biography.

Buffalo Bill’s America: William Cody and the
Wild West Show by Louis S. Warren of Davis,
California, published by Alfred A. Knopf.
Spur: Historical.

Ringside Seat to a Revolution: An Underground
Cultural History of El Paso and Juarez, 1893-
1923 by David Dorado Romo of La Union, New
Mexico, published by Cinco Puntos Press.

Spur: Contemporary Nonfiction.

“The Contradictory Legacies of Buffalo Bill Cody’s
First Scalp for Custer” by Paul L. Hedren of
O'Neill, Nebraska, published by Montana: The
Magazine of Western History. Spur: Short
Nonfiction.

“Pecker’s Revenge” by Lori Van Pelt of Saratoga,
Wyoming, in Pecker’s Revenge and Other Stories
from the Frontier’s Edge, published by University
of New Mexico Press. Spur: Short Fiction.

Mountain Meadows Massacre by Paul Hutton of
Albuquerque, New Mexico, and Bill Kurtis and
Jamie Schenk of Chicago, produced by Kurtis
Productions for the History Channel.

Spur: Documentary Script.

Into the West, Episode IV: “Hell on Wheels” by Kirk
Ellis of Santa Fe, New Mexico, produced by
DreamWorks Television for TNT. Spur: Tie for
Drama Script.

Miracle at Sage Creek by Thadd Turner of
Hereford, Arizona, produced by Talmarc
Productions. Spur: Tie for Drama Script.

Voice of the Borderlands by Drum Hadley of
Animas, New Mexico, published by Rio Nuevo
Publishers. Spur: Poetry.

Klondike Gold by Alice Provensen of Staatsburg,
New York, published by Simon & Schuster
Children’s Publishing. Spur: Storyteller.

The First Americans: The Story of Where They
Came From and Who They Became by Anthony
Aveni of Hamilton, New York, published by
Scholastic Nonfiction. Spur: Juvenile Nonfiction.

Black Storm Comin’ by Diane Lee Wilson of San
Diego, California, published by Simon & Schuster
Children’s Publishing. Spur: Juvenile Fiction.

Visit www.westernwriters.org for more info.



LAST STAND

Frank History by Phil Frank

If I lived back in the Wild West days, instead of carrying a six-
gun in my holster, I'd carry a soldering iron. That way, if some
smart-aleck cowboy said something like “Hey, look. He’s
carrying a soldering iron!” and started laughing, and everybody
else started laughing, I could just say, “That’s right, it’s a
soldering iron. The soldering iron of justice.” Then everybody
would get real quiet and ashamed, because they had made fun
of the soldering iron of justice, and I could probably hit them
up for a free drink.

—JACK HANDEY
DEEP THOUGHTS

LOOKING BACK!

NINE YEARS AGO: JUNE 1997

More than a few folks said they weren't fit to wear the
uniform. But the Buffalo Soldiers proved their worth the hard
way—dying for their country. Between 1867-91, 14 men and six
of their white officers won the Congressional Medal of Honor,
mostly fighting Apaches in the Southwest. Two Buffalo
Soldiers were honored for bravery in trying to hold off bandits
during Arizona’s Wham payroll robbery in 1889. Guess those
uniforms fit pretty well after all.

A Buffalo Soldier and a white officer come to the aid of a
comrade in “The Rescue of Corporal Scott.”
— FREDERIC REMINGTON —
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JOHN SCOTT

One day, while at my desk in
New York City, a little voice said,
“Go West, young man.” I asked if
the disembodied voice belonged
to Horace Greeley. The voice
said, “No, I'm Bob.”

I asked Bob what was [
supposed to do out there, and he
said, “Get any job that will give
you enough extra money to buy
Victorian reproduction clothing,
join a group and perform in
gunfight shows all over the
state.” So, I moved to Arizona to
immerse myself in the history of
the Old West, shoot blanks at
other True West Maniacs and
discover what real Mexican food
tastes like.

—John Scott
Maniac #1261

THIS MONTH IN OLD
WEST HISTORY

June 25, 1876

Colonel George A.
Custer once said his
Seventh Cavalry could
handle any challenge.
On this date, a huge
group of Indians proved him wrong at
the Little Bighorn. Mistakes were
made, indeed. . . .







2006: August 24, 25 & 26 + 2007: August 23, 24 & 25
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